Galway County Council Arts Awards Announced at Glittering Awards Ceremony

The County Arts Award Winners were announced at a colourful ceremony in the Connemara Coast Hotel, Furbo on Thursday 7th June
The Overall Award went to Baboró Theatre Company

The Arts Awards aim to celebrate the achievements of County Galway’s artists, individuals and community organisations who have worked throughout 2006 to celebrate and develop the Arts in County Galway.  There was one award presented for each of the following County Electoral Areas; Ballinasloe, Conamara, Loughrea, Oranmore,Tuam.  In addition there was one award presented for the most outstanding overall achievement in the Arts in 2006.
The Arts Awards ceremony was a resounding success with people from all over the County coming together to celebrate their artistic achievements in 2006.  The evening was hosted by County Arts Officer Marilyn Gaughan and the awards were presented by Cllr Michael Mullins, Mayor of the County of Galway.
The Awards themselves are specially commissioned bronze cast sculptures by the renowned Artist John Behan RHA.

The night was very kindly supported by the Arts Awards Media Sponsors; Galway Advertiser, Galway Bay FM, Tuam Herald and Galway Now.

The Coole Music Project opened the Awards with a medley of orchestral pieces, a solo, a quartet and a mini variety show performing their own very original version of singing in the rain! The children in this show were between six and twelve years of age. It was an opening to remember and especially customised for the County Arts Awards with their very own song about Coole Park.
The Headford Presentation College Orchestra added to the joyful atmosphere and set the tone for the evening by playing some wonderful pieces of music. The Headford Presentation College Orchestra is a renowned Youth Orchestra and an outstanding group of young musicians.  Based in Headford the orchestra are true ambassadors for the locality and have won awards nationally and internationally. 

Gombeens Theatre Troupe added a touch of humour to the County Arts Awards ceremony with splashes of colour, fun and laughter to what was already a great night. Macnas joined in the fun later on in the night with a surprise appearance from some of their most renowned performers.  Drums, characters and colour seemed to appear from every corner of the room much to the delight and amaze of the audience.

The Overall Winner for the Galway County Council Arts Award for the most outstanding contribution to the arts in 2006 was Baboró, International Arts Festival for Children.
In 1997 Baboró presented Ireland’s first International Arts Festival for Children.  Baboró is now recognized nationally and internationally as a valuable resource for children and families in Ireland and is at the forefront of innovative programming and outreach activities for young people in Galway. Their mission is “to explore with children the wonder of their world through the magic of creative expression”.
Baboró present work across the art forms – national and international, nurturing and mentoring our emerging artists in Galway, encouraging the creation of quality work in Galway to serve the cultural needs of the city and county.  Baboro constantly aims to increase access to quality arts experiences for young people and families nationally by fostering a network of venues and festivals and sharing international companies, organising and facilitating workshops for children and adults. Baboró believes in the right of every child to access quality arts experiences.  
The winner of the Ballinasloe Area Award was Maire Mac Lochlainn, founder of Music Matters.  A worthy recipient for this award for her outstanding contribution to music in East Galway.  From her move to Galway in 1978 she has constantly pioneered music education, orchestral schemes and choirs. Maire’s passion and enthusiasm has always been contagious and many of these organisations are still going from strength to strength today. Not only have hundreds of children had access to music that was not previously available but many music professionals can now make their living and share their expertise with these children in Galway.
The winner of the Conamara Area Award was Coiste Comóradh Céid Mháirtín Uí Chadhain.  The committee organised and inspired many of the commemorative events for the 100th birthday celebrations of the infamous Irish Writer Máirtín Ó Cadhain in his birthplace, An Spidéal (Spiddal), Co. Galway during 2006. The committee were commended for their tremendous community effort and organisation.  The year long events commenced with a marvellous commemorative festival in January 2006 which included invigorating seminars on the authors life and works, the commissioning of street theatre and an excellent stage-adaptation of extracts of his works. They inspired and coordinated an impressive community spirit and effort which succeeded in achieving national recognition for the celebration of the life and works of Ó Cadhain. They also encouraged and motivated various groups and organisations involvement in the commemoration and hence raised this writers profile to a national audience through the many events organised which included drama, writing, newspaper supplements, readers groups as well as interactive displays, television and radio events also. 

The winner of the Loughrea Area Award was the Loughrea Creative Writing Group.  The group produced their first book in 2005, a book of original stories including a section on a traditional Irish Christmas as seen through the eyes of the writers.  This year the group have a section on stories of people from different parts of the world who have recently settled in Loughrea.  This gives them a sense of inclusion in the community.  It also helps the residents better understand the difficulties experienced by these people settling in a new environment.  There is also a new section with stories for children, all original.  It fosters good community spirit as well as giving hours of pleasure to the readers.

The winner of the Oranmore Area Award was Banna Ceoil Óran Mór (The Oranmore Ceili Band). In 2005 Richard Murray brought together 10 local traditional musicians with a view to taking part in Fleadh Cheoil na Gaillimhe by concentrating on Traditional music played by former great Galway Ceili Bands such as The Aughrim Slopes and The Ballinakill Ceili Bands.  
The Band won the Galway Senior Ceili Band Title and The Connaught Title, they were subsequently invited by RTE and honoured to feature in a special Ceili House programme from the Coole Heritage Centre, Coole Park, Gort. The Band featured on RTE’s Ceili House in October 2006. They are committed again this year to the same schedule solely for the love of the music and to keep Galway proud of its outstanding Ceili Band tradition.
The winner of the Tuam Area Award was Enda Burke.  Enda has been involved in drama and musicals since 1975.  He has performed every task imaginable in theatre, from front of house to treading the boards, to backstage.  He has worked with Tuam Theatre Guild, Meitheal, Gateswide, Earwig and Little City Theatre Company and mainly Marian Choral Society.  He has produced, directed, acted, sang, stage managed, constructed sets and lit the theatre for over 30 years.  He is one of the unsung heroes of the arts world.  He took on the role of producer for the last Marian Choral Society production – their 30th in a row.  The previous year he built the set and he has performed excellently in most of their 30 shows. 
Recently, he played a significant role in Tuam’s newest theatre group, ‘Little City’ performing admirably on their excellent production of ‘One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest’.  He has long supported the Mall Theatre in town and is always available to do the lighting for any of the events that are presented there.  He is completely unselfish in his contributions and he never seeks the limelight – being quiet satisfied to have been involved in a job well done.
For further information about the event please contact the County Arts Office in 

Galway County Council at 091 746877 or email artsoffice@galwaycoco.ie
