AIB County Arts Awards Announced at Glittering Awards Ceremony

The AIB County Arts Award Winners were announced at a gala ceremony in the Connamara Coast Hotel on Thursday 25th May
The Overall Award went to Driud Theatre Company and The very first AIB Galway County Council Lifetime Achievement Award in the 
Arts was presented to Lelia Doolan.
The following is an extract from the Presentation Speech to Lelia on the Night:

“Lelia has lived in County Galway for over twenty-five years and has been seriously involved in the cultural life of Galway and the west of Ireland. 

Lelia, studied German in UCD, and then went to Berlin on scholarship to study in Brecht Theatre, An actress and singer – She trod the boards in Dublin and London 
Lelia then joined RTE as a director, quickly became head of Entertainment – film production of Plough and the Stars, and won many awards and was also was a director of The Riordans.  She wrote “Sit down and be counted” with Bob Quinn and Jack Dowling. This was a time of fierce debate on the meaning of public service of broadcasting and commercial television. She was then appointed first female artistic director of the Abbey Theatre-Ireland’s national theatre
Lelia then went to Belfast – Doctorate of Anthropology, worked with women in Ballymurphy and Shankill and on various community and arts projects   Still looking for something else to do, she, then Invented first practical film and video course in Rathmines, College of Commerce – along with Pat Murphy, Cathal Black etc. she has since taught film, video, media, communications, journalism in various 3rd level educational institutions.  And is actually just back from Romania where she was lecturing! Lelia established the Galway Film Fleadh with Miriam Allen – Ireland’s leading film festival and a huge part of the cultural life of the West of Ireland She helped create the Galway Film Centre, Established the Cinemobile, Ireland's national mobile cinema - a Millennium Project. 

Apart form this and in her spare time Lelia was part of the Burren Action Group, Combat Poverty in Belmullet in the early 80s  Has been on more boards and committees than you could shake a stick at, both nationally and internationally

Fought for the re-establishment of Bord Scannan na hEireann/the Irish Film Board and appointed Chair at its reconstitution in 1993 Film Producer, Arts activist and advocate of the need and necessity for culture in our lives 

Unfailing helper and supporter of arts activity throughout Galway County, Lelia can be found supporting events from Inis Oirr to Coole park, Chair of Solas - to establish an art house cinema in Galway 

No matter how busy she is and wherever in the world she is, she makes time for other people, that kind act, that encouraging word, that inspiration, that wonderful smile and that incredibly big heart.  A true humanitarian. – 

Galway County Council and AIB were delighted to present Lelia Doolan with the Inaugural AIB Galway County Council, Lifetime Achievement Award in the Arts. “

The AIB Arts Awards aim to celebrate the achievements of County Galway’s artists, individuals and community organisations who have worked throughout 2005 to celebrate and develop the Arts in County Galway.  There was one award presented for each of the following County Electoral Areas, Ballinasloe - Connemara – Loughrea – Oranmore – Tuam, and in addition there was one award presented for the most outstanding overall achievement in the Arts in 2005.  This year saw the introduction of the AIB Galway County Council Lifetime Achievement Award in the Arts.
The Awards ceremony was a resounding success with people from all over the County coming together to celebrate their artistic achievements in 2005.  The evening was hosted by County Arts Officer Marilyn Gaughan and the awards were presented by Cllr Pat Hynes, Mayor of the County of Galway and by Branch Managers throughout the County.
Pat Heelan, Regional Director, AIB Galway stated” We in AIB Galway are delighted to be involved with this wonderful Community event.  The Galway County Council Arts Awards play a central role in continuing to foster and develop the Arts in Galway at a local level.  AIB’s approach to sponsorship is firmly rooted in local communities and at the grassroots of life in Ireland.  Given the significant role that the Arts play in people’s lives in Galway, it is fitting that we support these Awards and we are very happy to be part of a tradition so unique to Galway.  We are amazed by the large number of entries and wish all participants the very best of luck in what will undoubtedly be a very difficult and close competition. .……”
Frank Dawson, Director of Services, Galway County Council stated that “Galway County Council are delighted to work in partnership with the AIB on this wonderful event, which celebrates the rich and vibrant life of the Arts in County Galway.  The AIB have provided us with invaluable support and we look forward to a long and fruitful relationship in the best interests of the Arts in County Galway”.
The Headford Presentation College Orchestra added to the joyful atmosphere and set the tone for the evening by playing some wonderful pieces of music, and the Galway Gospel Choir performed a unique performance for the occasion.  Mac Teo made a surprise appearance much to the delight of the audience, they added much colour and fun, to what was already a great night.

The Overall Winner for the AIB Galway County Council County Arts Award for the most outstanding contribution to the arts in 2005 and in memory of the beloved Jerome Hynes, to whom the award was dedicated, was Druid Theatre Company.  The Award was given for the Druid-Synge – an unprecedented production of all the dramatic works of one of Ireland’s most important writers, John Millington Synge.  It was perhaps the most successful and universally acclaimed production in Druid’s 30 year history and by all accounts captivated critics on both sides of the Atlantic who described it as ‘one of the greatest achievements in the history of Irish’.
Druid-Synge premiered at Galway Arts Festival in July and played to audiences in Dublin and Edinburgh.  Druid-Synge concluded its 2005 run on Inis Meáin and featured two, full-day performances of the Synge Cycle at Dún Comchubhair Iron Age fort.  The week long Druid-Synge experience on Inis Meáin was unprecedented and was hailed by audience members and critics alike as one of the year’s most extraordinary cultural events.

It engaged and embraced local audiences – Druid involved and ensured equal access for people living on each of the three islands in many ways, including arranging special pre-show and late night inter-island ferries – as well as attracting audiences and media from across the globe.  Druid-Synge may have inspired a major reassessment of one of Ireland’s finest writers and confirmed his central place in the international theatre canon a century after his death – but it perhaps more importantly confirmed Aran as Synge’s true artistic and spiritual home and gave to the people a theatrical experience of a lifetime.

The winner of the Ballinasloe Area Award was Tom Quinn, a worthy recipient for this award for his outstanding contribution to traditional music in East Galway for over seventy years.  He was a founder member of Ballinasloe Comhaltas in 1954 and he is still President of the Branch and the mainstay of the weekly session.  He is an outstanding fiddle player, at the age of 87 he attends the Junior Music sessions in the role of mentor for the young musicians, as they develop under his watchful eye.  It is a tribute to Tom that he crosses this age difference, he gives his time freely and the youngsters know that they have someone special in him; he hasn’t missed a weekly session for 50 years. He was recorded on CD for the first time in 2004, when he got together with his colleagues from Ballinasloe Comhaltas to record a session of Irish music and song from East Galway over the past fifty years and in 2005, he recorded a CD with Conradh na Gaeilge.
The winner of the Connamara Area Award was Leo Hallisey.
Leo was nominated for the award for the variety of festivals he organises, involving all ages young and old.  Amongst some of the projects undertaken were; Tar éis na Péile Bríde, Bog Week, Conamara Summer School, Nine Fridays – monthly concerts, Mol an Óige – major youth concert in the Church of Ireland which was broadcast on Conamara Community Radio.  All of these events are run and co-ordinated by Leo, whose enthusiasm and love of the arts inspires all around him.  He is a wonderful man, with unique ability and incredible success in bringing music and environmental awareness over many years to Letterfrack.
The winner of the Loughrea Area Award was the Blue Teapot Theatre Company, a theatre company based in the brothers of Charity; it is a really wonderful project, which aims to provide participants with training in all aspects of the performing arts, including drama, music and movement.  The group also support other arts projects; they take part in Macnas events, St Patrick’s Day events, Gort Community school project and theatre productions etc.  The project takes place every week and in 2005 the group devised and toured a production called “Personal Outcomes, That’s the One” a show which supported people with a learning disability understand and know their rights within the Personal outcomes system which has been adopted by many services for people with a learning disability throughout the country.  The show toured Sligo, Limerick, Derry, Dublin and Clare.  The project hosted a summer school in musical theatre in Clarinbridge for Blue Teapot members from the City and County.  A fantastic project with fantastic people.
The winner of the Oranmore Area Award was Claregalway Drama Festival Committee, who, each year host the Claregalway Drama Festival and have hosted the All-Ireland Confined Drama Festival on two occasions, once in 1989 and again in February 2006.  
They are a group who excel at everything they do, and their festival is widely acknowledged by the amateur drama community as one of the best in the County.  Most of the committee involved, have been there from the start and still give as much energy and 

The winner of the Tuam Area Award was Midie Corcoran, who has worked as a facilitator on the Primary Healthcare Programme in Tuam and his presentation and delivery are to be complimented with the highest regard.  He is a community arts activist and is actively involved in many arts projects in the Tuam Area including the Earwig Arts Group, Tuam Arts Festival, youth groups and youth theatre.  He really deserves this award for the time, energy and enthusiasm that he evokes in other people for the arts.

For further information about the event please contact the County Arts Office in Galway County Council at 091 746877 or email artsoffice@galwaycoco.ie
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