County Arts Awards Announced in Glittering Awards Ceremony

The County Arts Awards were announced at a gala ceremony in the Connamara Coast Hotel on Thursday 26th March.  The Awards are sponsored by Galway County Council and the Bank of Ireland.

The arts awards aim to celebrate the achievements of County Galway’s artists, individuals and community organisations who have worked throughout 2003 to celebrate and develop the arts in County Galway. There was one award presented for each of the following County Electoral Areas, Connemara – Tuam – Oranmore – Loughrea – Ballinasloe, and in addition there was one award presented for the most outstanding overall achievement in the Arts in 2003.

The Awards Ceremony was a resounding success with people from all over the County coming together to celebrate their artistic achievements in 2003.  The awards were presented by Cllr Tim Rabbitt, Mayor of the County of Galway and by Michael Noone of Bank of Ireland.  Swing band Black Magic 2 added to the joyful atmosphere with soulful, upbeat tunes.
There were words of thanks to County Manager Donal O Donoghue, who retired this week.  He was commended for his support to the development of the Arts in the County over the last ten years.

The winner of the Connamara Area Award was the Roundstone Arts Week.  They were commended for their innovative arts programme which has grown from strength to strength, culminating in an extremely popular festival in 2003, celebrating the very highest standards of arts programming and activity.  The group received a number of nominations from people in the community and other arts groups, which is a true reflection of Roundstone Arts Week’s dedication to include all members of the community in the arts.  Young and old turn out year after year to celebrate the rich and vibrant arts scene intrinsic in this locale.

The Winner for the Ballinasloe Area Award was St Brendan’s Primary School Eyrecourt, a primary school where creativity and imagination are encouraged and nurtured.  This small school has made a big difference in their local community.  During 2003, the school opened its doors to the older members of the community and embraced the notion of intergeneration.  The children worked with older people to produce a large body of work based on the heritage of the area. The children have made three short films and are about to embark on their fourth. They have produced many fine exhibitions, some of which can be found in the local school, community hall, library and day-care centre.  The school, especially its fantastic staff, should be hailed as a model of best practice in encouraging the creative imagination of children in arts education.

The Adjudication panel also gave a very special mention to Maire Ni Dhuibhir and Music Matters, for their achievements in 2003 and wish them every success in 2004.

The winner of the Oranmore Area Award was the AKIN Artist Collective  who, in the words of one of their nominators, are ‘Kindred Spirits’.  They have a long and honorable track record of living and working in County Galway, celebrating and recording the landscapes, people and imagination of their chosen, beloved locale.  Through a series of sensational group shows from Inishbofin to Skehana, France, Italy, UK and US and a nation-wide exhibition, ending with a show finale in the Galway Arts Centre, this group really has presented a fantastic and substantial body of work.  As individuals living in their own communities, they have contributed hugely to art and life in County Galway. The members of AKIN are Jay Murphy, Leonie King, Dolores Lynne, Margaret Irwin and Siobhan Piercy.

The winner of the Tuam Area Award was the Tuam Pen Club. They run weekly literature workshops with Maire Holmes.  Fifteen writers from the Tuam area, through hard work, determination, commitment and talent published their book the heart and the pen.  They are indeed an excellent group of people who always try to encourage new members, and they actively encourage a love and appreciation for writing and literature in general.

The winners of the Loughrea Area Award were James Broderick and the Seamus O Kelly Players.  James is the founder member of the Seamus O Kelly Players.  He has written a number of plays especially for the Players and in 2003 helped the Players tour to venues in East Galway, which demonstrates their commitment to the arts in rural areas and their growth as an arts group.  James was nominated for his dedication to the development of the Arts in Loughrea and for the success of recent productions of the Seamus O Kelly Players.

The Overall Award for the most outstanding overall achievement in the arts in 2003 was Galway Youth Theatre.  Galway Youth Theatre has done so much for the development and appreciation of the Arts in County, with productions and workshop and projects, from Clonbur to Cloughanover, Tuam to Kinvara, Moylough, Inis Mor, Gort …the list is endless.  They are an incredibly dedicated group of people, who work long hours, late nights and weekends in cold community halls throughout the city and county. The run a large programme of activity that is accessible, hand-on, expressive, creative, challenging, joyous and artistic.  They strive to achieve quality and excellence at all times and this is evident by the high standard of productions in recent years.  2003 was a mammoth year, with some fantastic productions including the critically acclaimed Portia Coughlan, Lovely Betty, Car Show, Battlestations, Ezimotion, Dominica Festival-Humanity Dick parade, 24 Hour Theatre Experiment, Cuirt- Red Lorry, Yellow Lorry, members one act festival, cutflowers, among many others…. 

For further information please contact the County Arts Office, Galway County Council at 091 746875 or email artsoffice@galwaycoco.ie 
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For Photographs from the night please contact Hany or Caramel Marzouk.  Ph: 091 842850 or email marzouk@gofree.indigo.ie
For interviews please contact:

Conamara Area:
Winners were Roundstone Open Arts Week




Contact: Sheena Keane at 087 7666833

Tuam Area:

Winners were Tuam Pen Club




Contact: Maire Henry at 093 26018

Ballinasloe Area:
St Brendan’s Primary School, Eyrecourt




Contact: Bernadette Dunne 090 96 75362

Loughrea:

James Broderick and the Seamus O Kelly Players




Contact: James Broderick at 091 841864

Oranmore:

AKIN Artist Collective




Contact Leonie King at 091 794256

Overall Winner:
Galway Youth Theatre




Contact Sonja Brodie at 091 566313

