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BACKYARD BURNING – don’t be tempted!

BACKYARD BURNING
For many years some people burned waste in their back gardens or on their property as part of their waste disposal system. Backyard burning was seen as a quick, easy and cheap way of getting rid of waste which caused no problems if it was done far away and out of sight. 
Nowadays things are different. Increased environmental legislation and awareness, better disposal services and options, and changes in waste patterns have made Backyard Burning illegal, unhealthy, and unnecessary. 
The main temptation now to continue backyard burning is that it is cheap, but this does not justify the practice. This short-sighted approach will lead to environmental and health related problems in the long run.
What is Backyard Burning?
The term Backyard Burning is applied to the uncontrolled burning of waste. 

“Backyard Burning” largely covers any of the following activities:

· Burning household waste in a barrel or exposed pile in the yard or garden. 

· Burning in a "home or garden incinerator" purchased from a DIY centre. 

· Burning of household waste in an open fire, range or other solid fuel appliance. 

· Burning of commercial waste on business premises 

· Burning of waste on building sites. 
Is Backyard Burning illegal?
Yes, Backyard burning is illegal. It is an offence under the Waste Management Act 1996-2008, the Air Pollution Act 1987 and the Waste Management (Prohibition Of  Waste Disposal By Burning) Regulations 2009. 

 
Waste Management Act 1996-2009


A person cannot dispose of waste in a manner that is likely to cause environmental pollution. 
A person cannot burn waste except in accordance with a permit.

Air Pollution Act 1987

There is an obligation on the occupier of any premises to prevent air pollution.
The occupier of any premises shall not cause or permit any emission from such premises in such a quantity, or in such a manner, to be a nuisance. 
Waste Management (Prohibition Of Waste Disposal By Burning) Regulations 2009
The goal of these Regulations is to dramatically reduce the amount of waste being disposed of through burning by making it an explicit offence (Art 4). It obliges the occupier/owner of any lands or device (home incinerator – i.e. barrel, range, stove, open fire, boiler…) or facility to take all reasonable steps to prevent the burning of waste. The disposal of some permitted agricultural waste by burning is permitted provided the farmer looks at all other reasonable options before burning permissible waste, and gives advance notice to the Local Authority before burning permissible waste. Notice must be given in the prescribed format available from the environment section of your local authority. Prosecution can result in fines and/or imprisonment in addition to costs. Permissible waste consists solely of uncontaminated (free of dangerous substances, preservatives or other artificial impregnation or coating) wood, trees, tree trimmings, leaves, brush, or other similar waste generated by agricultural practices.
Is Backyard Burning unhealthy?

Burning used to be seen as a nuisance to the householder because it ruined a neighbour's washing with smuts. In the past the nuisance caused directly by smoke was considered the only reason not to burn waste. Traditionally waste was made up of simple things like wood, paper and organically produced food waste. However modern science has changed much of this. The application of chemicals to preserve and enhance things and the widespread use of metals and plastic in most manufacturing items has changed much of what is in our waste today. When we burn most waste items, toxic and dangerous by-products are created. These are not subsequently destroyed by the low temperatures of open burning, and are emitted into the air we breathe. These pollutants can have profound long term health implications. Tiny amounts of some pollutants emitted by the backyard burning of chlorinated products like certain types of plastics and solvents are sufficient to have undesirable health effects. They can also contaminate our back-gardens when they precipitate out of the air and land on the ground. This type of uncontrolled burning should be avoided at all costs. For example burning wood that is painted or treated with a preservative can be the cause of emitting very toxic fumes. The same is true when paper, which is plastic coated or contains certain inks, or glue used to bind pages together in book form, is burned.

Is backyard burning necessary?

No.

What are the alternatives to backyard burning to reduce waste disposal costs?

Nowadays we all have greater obligations with regard to our environment. We all must take responsibility for the waste we create and we must manage our waste in a responsible and legal manner. 

Waste Minimisation
The best alternative is to minimise the amount of waste which we have to dispose. We can achieve this through changes in how we buy. We all must cut down on the volumes of waste which we need to dispose of by avoidance and reuse. For more advice on waste minimisation go to
http://www.galway.ie/en/Services/Environment/WasteManagementRecycling/WasteMinimisation/
Repair/Reuse/Resale
There is an increased demand now from charity shops and second hand shops for unwanted goods now. Many durable goods can be repaired and reused and the demand for furniture is also on the increase. Second hand shops have sprung up in many communities now which will buy or trade goods. There are also many internet sites such as ebay or freecycle which offer opportunities to dispose of unwanted items.
Recycling 

Recycling is the next best option. Disposing of waste through recycling is cheaper than through landfilling. For further information go to http://www.galway.ie/en/Services/Environment/WasteManagementRecycling/  
Home Composting 

Contact your Local Authority about buying a home composter to recycle your garden and green waste as well as certain types of kitchen waste. Up to 1/3 of the average household bin is compostable which is free of charge. For more information go to

http://www.galway.ie/en/Services/Environment/WasteManagementRecycling/Composting/
Textiles 

Textiles and foot - ware in good condition should be washed and bagged, so that the next time you are passing a Textile bank, you can recycle them. Some charity shops also accept this material, so call them beforehand to find out what they will accept. Click here to find your nearest bringbank http://www.galway.ie/en/Services/Environment/WasteManagementRecycling/BringBanks/
Conclusion
The solution to protecting the environment and your health from the dangers of backyard burning is simply not to burn waste. If you have concerns about waste disposal costs, look at the waste you create and take steps to reduce, reuse and recycle it. Get advice from your local authority.
Remember! Backyard Burning is dangerous & illegal - protect your health and avoid heavy penalties by not burning waste.

 
Disclaimer

any interpretation does not purport to be a legal opinion and while care has been taken to ensure that the content of this document is useful and accurate no responsibility for the content or the accuracy of the information provided or for any loss or damage caused arising directly or indirectly in connection with reliance on the use of such information can be accepted. As with all matters legal, you should always consult with the original legislation.

