A meeting regarding the “Big Dig” works was held recently between Tuam Chamber of Commerce, Dermot Collins, Galway County Council Project Manager and Eoin Long of Coffey’s Construction to detail the scope of the project and timings of works over the coming month.

Street captains have been selected for each part of the town to represent business interests during the two year project as follows:

· Shop Street - Martin Fallon (Fallon's Menswear)

· High Street - Brendan Holian (The Brogue Bar)

· The Square - Brian Loftus (Junies)

· Bishop Street - Tony Walsh (O'Tooles Supervalu)

· Vicar Street - Keith Melvin (Pat Haven)

· Dublin Rd - John Feely (Feely's Chemist)

· IDA Industrial Estate & Dunmore Rd - DP Morrin (Transitions Optical)

· Main N17 Route – Tommy Ronan (Corrib Oil)

· N17 Business Park – Jarlath Slattery (Fix Tech Computers)

These representatives will act as a central point of information for businesses in Tuam to ensure that all details are relayed to each street in advance of works commencing and that business concerns and requests can be channeled in a coordinated way to Coffey’s and Galway County Council.

Investigative works in the form of pilot holes, or slit trenches, began last week on High Street and Ballygaddy Road. Night work commenced on Monday 19th April on the main N17 from the Weir Road junction up to High Street junction. 

Eoin Long of Coffey’s said “The purpose of this work is to identify exactly where the current pipes are prior to commencing with the full works. As the infrastructure is over 100 years old in some cases we do not have accurate maps available. We aim to keep disruption to an absolute minimum and reinstate the road prior to moving to the next section. Coffey’s have an excellent track record in this regard.”

Sarah Roarty of Tuam Chamber of Commerce commented that the businesses were very pleased with the organisation of the work by Coffey’s so far using a stop & go system of traffic management. She said “The consultation process in advance is invaluable in allaying business fears and ensuring that we work together to get deliveries in and out as well as traffic flowing. There was no build up of traffic and minimal disruption to High street”. 

Dermot Collins was very positive regarding the interactions with the Chamber of Commerce representatives. “We had an hour long meeting with an open exchange of information and sharing of ideas and suggestions on how to proceed with least impact to Tuam town centre. This is exactly the sort of partnership model we need going forward. While there will undoubtedly be disruption, everyone realises that this work is essential and will be of enormous benefit to Tuam when complete. I must commend the business people of Tuam on their practical and positive approach to the project.”

It was agreed to hold similar meetings every two weeks between Tuam Chamber of Commerce, Coffey’s and GCC. Work on investigative pilot holes will continue on streets throughout the town before full road closures come in to effect commencing on High Street. The Street Captains ask that any business person with questions or concerns please bring them to their attention prior to the next meeting.

