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Landscape and Landscape Character 

Assessment  
for County Galway 

  

1.                 Introduction 
1.1              The aim of this study is to provide a source of information on landscape issues 

which may be used in the creation of planning policies relating to proposed 

development such as residential dwellings, commercial and industrial buildings, forestry 

and wind farms within the County of Galway.  

1.2              The study was carried out between September 2001 and Jan 2002 and 

comprises desktop studies, backed up by fieldwork and mapped using Geographical 

Information System Techniques (MapInfo). The components of this study comprise 
detailed landscape assessment, desktop forestry study and a desktop wind farm study.  

Landscape 

1.3              This landscape assessment was carried out according to the Draft Planning 

Guidelines on Landscape and Landscape Assessment issued by the Department of the 

Environment and Local Government.  

Forestry 

1.4              Information on forestry for this project was reviewed from the following 
sources:  

        Department for the Environment 1996, ‘Growing for the Future: A Strategic Plan for 

the Development of the Forestry Sector in Ireland’; 

        Forest Service 2000, ‘Forestry and the Landscape Guidelines’; 

        United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 1992; 

        Ministerial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe in Helsinki (1993) and 

Lisbon (1998); and 

        Ordnance Survey maps.  

   

    



National policy background 

1.5              Ireland has one of the lowest proportions of land devoted to forestry of all the 

EU nations. The most important current national policy statement on forestry in Ireland 

is the Government document ‘Growing for the Future: A Strategic Plan for the 

Development of the Forestry Sector in Ireland’ 1996.  This sets a national target for 

forestry cover of 17% by 2030 (currently 9.43% nationally (2000 figures)). An integral 

component of current policy is the concept of sustainable forest management, based on 

principles set out at United Nations Conference on Environment and Development 1992 

and the Ministerial Conferences on the Protection of Forests in Europe in Helsinki (1993) 

and Lisbon (1998). The Lisbon Conference set out six criteria with which to monitor 

forest management (including forest planting) and these have been embodied into the 

‘Irish National Forestry Standard’ 2000 as follows:  
        Maintenance  and appropriate enhancement of forest resources and their 

contribution to global carbon cycles 

        Maintenance of  forest ecosystem health and vitality 

        Maintenance and encouragement of productive functions of forests (wood and 

non-wood) 

        Maintenance, conservation and appropriate enhancement of biological diversity 

in forest ecosystems 

        Maintenance and appropriate enhancement of protective functions in forest 

management (notably soil and water) 

        Maintenance of other socio-economic and cultural functions and conditions 

1.6              Associated indicators to the criteria have been derived in order to monitor 

performance. Criteria 3, 4, & 6 have associated indicators related to the landscape and 

recreational values of forestry. 1.7              The Forest Service, Department of the Marine 

and Natural Resources is the regulatory authority for forestry. Most forest establishment 

is grant aided. To qualify for grants, strict adherence to environmental guidelines and 

operational standards set by the Forest Service is required. 1.8              The forestry sector 

can broadly be categorised as comprising:  
 Commercial forests in which market conditions govern the management of 

forests and the processing of forest produce.  

 Commercial forests in which management for timber production is constrained 

by statutory environmental requirements.  

 Conservation forests which are State managed or regulated.  

1.9              State forests are established and maintained by Coillte who own about 70% of 

the forest estate. Duchas the Heritage Service manage certain native and semi- natural 
forests. 

1.10          Currently planning permission and an EIA is required for initial afforestation 

above a threshold of 50 hectares or cumulative afforestation (i.e. within 500 metres) 

planted by or on behalf of a single developer over a three year period which results in a 

total planted area exceeding 50 hectares, and the replacement of broadleaf high forest 

with conifers above 10 hectares. In addition grant applications for projects of over 25 



hectares are referred for consultation to local authorities.  

Galway context 

1.11          The current forest cover of Galway is 8.97% (2000 figures) amounting to a 

total of 53,000 hectares. Of this, 38,300 hectares is state owned and 15,000 hectares 

privately owned. The majority of the planting undertaken in recent years in the county 

has been coniferous:  
        2000 figures 38 ha. Broadleaf; 599 ha. Coniferous 

        1999 figures 23 ha. Broadleaf; 423 ha. Coniferous 

1.12          In order to assist in achieving the national target, the current area of forestry 

cover in Galway will need to be doubled by 2030.  

  

Wind farms 

1.13          The assessment of the suitability of the landscape character areas for 

development of wind energy sites is only indicative and the results presented are based 

on the character area sensitivity ratings and a very limited amount of wind speed data.  

The assessment has highlighted the shortfalls in relevant information and more 
significantly the need to develop guidelines for the Wind Energy Sites in Galway. 

1.14          Wind farm input to the landscape character assessment was addressed under 

the following 4 headings: existing wind farms, environmental context including visual 
impact,  infrastructure and wind resource.  

1.15          In order to provide outline recommendation on the location of wind farms 

within the landscape of Galway information was taken from the following sources:  
        National Sustainable Development Strategy (1997); 
        National development Plan (2000); 
        Strategy for Intensifying Wind Energy Development; 
        Department of Environment and local Government Guidelines on Wind Farms; 
        EU Best Practice Guidelines for Wind Energy Development; 
        Irish Peatland Conservation Council, Bogs and Fens of Ireland Conservation Plan 

2005-Campaign Action; 
        Seminar: Energy from Fresh Air, Planning for Irish Wind Energy; 
        Results of Altner Project, Cork County Council; 
        Data from Irish wind farmers co-operative Society Ltd.; 
        Liaison with Irish Energy Centre , Renewable Energy Information Office; and 
        Liaison with Galway Energy Agency Ltd. 

   

  



    

 

  
Landscape and Landscape Character 

Assessment  
for County Galway 

  

2.                 Results of Assessment 
Landscape 

2.1              Landscape character areas were defined by a combination of professional 

judgement relating to the physical elements which make up the landscape of an area 
and the following procedures from the prescribed landscape assessment methodology:  

        Physical units i.e. the combination of land form and land cover comprising:-  

        Visual units i.e. physical limits of a view and  

        Image units i.e. physical features such as focal points  

Landscape Character areas 

2.2              25 character areas were identified, a description of each area is as follows and 

shown on Figure 1: 

2.3              Area 1-North east Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe). Landscape is flat to 

undulating open pastoral land bound by field hedgerows, with small scattered 

coniferous plantations of 1-6 km² in size. There are no areas of particular scenic value. 

This area is primarily rural and includes the settlements of Ballinasloe, Mountbellew 
Bridge, Glennamaddy, Ballymoe and Dumore. (Ref Plate 1) 

2.4              Area 2-Shannon and Suck River Valley between Portumna and 

Ballinasloe. The landscape of the river valley is flat bordered by deciduous trees and 

wateredge  planting. Also along the riverbank are recreational facilities for fishing, bird 

watching and boating. There are local scenic views along the river and to the local 
heritage sites. Long distant views are to the Aughty Mountains.   

2.5              Area 3-East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna). The 

landscape is flat, coarse grassland, occasional clumps of coniferous forestry between 1-

3 km² in size, fields defined principally by stone walls. There are no areas of particular 

scenic value although the stone walls are quite distinct. (Ref Plate 2) 

2.6              Area 4-Southeast Galway. (Clarinbridge to Gort) The landscape is 

    



undulating scrubby grassland, bound by field hedgerows without mature trees. The 

landscape is scenic without being remarkable and there are long distance views of the 

Slieve Aughty Mountains to the east.(Ref Plates 3 and 23)  

2.7              Area 5-Northeast Galway (Tuam environs).  Landscape is flat, fertile 

pastoral land bound with field hedgerows. There is little or no coniferous forestry or 
deciduous woodland.  There are no areas of particular scenic value.  

2.8              Area 6-Slieve Aughty Mountains. The landscape is mountainous with areas 

of both coniferous and deciduous woodland. The landscape is wild, natural and scenic. 

Long distant glimpse views are available through the trees towards the lower ground in 
the surrounding areas.  

2.9              Area 7-Northwest Lough Derg. This is an enclosed, intimate landscape 

surrounding the northwestern portion of the Lough. The northern and western water 

edge within County Galway includes many recreational facilities including forest walks, 

golf, access to heritage sites and picnic areas. The area is scenic and semi natural. (Ref 
Plate 4)  

2.10          Area 8-Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion). The landscape is flat to 

undulating, with poor quality grassland around an abundance of stones and large rocks. 

The land is open with no hedgerows or trees or built elements and is quite barren yet 

scenic in a wild natural sense. (Ref Plate 5)  

2.11          Area 9-Inveran to Galway City coastline. The coast is flat, comprising rocks 

and sand merging with natural grassland towards the R336. The coast line commands 

striking views of County Clare and the Aran Islands. Further inland from the R336 

route, there are residential and some light industrial developments which have lowered 

the scenic value in this area. 

2.12          Area 10-East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk) The 

landscape is largely mountainous with slopes covered with coniferous forestry. The 

lower areas comprise rocky out crops and areas of rough grassland around the many 

small loughs and turloughs. The landscape is scenic although not remarkable. (Ref 

Plates 6 and 8). 

2.13          Area 11-Lough Corrib and environs. Lough Corrib is a wide, dramatic 

expanse of water including many islands supporting deciduous woodland. The land 

around the northern part of the Lough is undulating heath, bog and coniferous forestry 

where as the land surrounding the southern section is flat, open grassland. The 

landscape of the Lough and its surrounds is highly scenic and includes many facilities 
for visitors. (Ref Plate 7) 

2.14          Area 12-South foothills of east Connemara Mountains. The landscape of 

the foothills is undulating heath and scrubland with regular rocky outcrops. The area is 

generally undeveloped and has expansive views in a southerly direction across Galway 
Bay towards County Clare (Ref. Plate 9). 

2.15          Area 13-East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18 

road). The coastline is intimate and sinuous with many sheltered inlets. The coast is 

scenic and relatively undeveloped. The landscape adjacent to the coast comprises 



pastureland in large fields bordered by mature hedgerows. The existing vegetation 
screens the coastline from roads and properties inland of the N18 road.(Ref Plate 10) 

2.16          Area 14-West Connemara. The landscape is flat low lying bog and heath with 

many scattered lakes and turloughs. There is very little development and the landscape 

is atmospheric and quite distinct although not highly scenic. (Ref Plate 11) 

2.17          Area 15-Lettermore and Gorumna Islands. The landscape is flat, open, 

rough grass and scrub with frequents rocky out crops. There are many small scale 

residential and community developments within this area most with south and west 

facing views towards Galway Bay. The landscape is developed yet not spoilt and the 

overall setting of the low-lying islands and the sea is quite scenic. (Ref Plates 12 and 
13) 

2.18          Area 16-West foothills of east Connemara Mountains. (Glenicmurrin 

Lough environs). This landscape is flat to undulating, open with little vegetation and 

comprises lakes and bog land. There is very little development in this area yet it is not 
of high scenic value. (Ref Plate 15) 

2.19          Area 17-Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh). This area is flat, open and 

exposed. The landscape comprises wetland and rocky outcrop in-between the many 

scattered residential dwellings. The landscape is developed yet not spoilt and the overall 

setting of the coastal inlet and Kilkieran Bay is quite scenic.  

2.20          Area 18-Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks. The landscape around 

Bertraghboy bay is undulating and rises to meet Cnoc Mordain Mountain. The land 

comprises rough grass and bog in amongst the scattered residential and light industrial 

developments. The landscape is not particularly scenic although views towards the bay 

from the many dwellings are expansive and quite dramatic. (Ref Plate 16) 

2.21          Area 19-West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden). The coastline from Gorteen 

Bay to Clifden is low lying, harsh and exposed and the adjacent land is rough grassland 

with rocky outcrops. There is very little development within this area and the landscape 
is generally dramatic and scenic.  (Ref Plate 17) 

2.22          Area 20-West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour). The landscape 

varies from undulating to mountainous with scattered coniferous forestry up to 1km²in 

size. There are many residential developments within this area particularly in the 

Cleggan area, which have reduced the scenic value of the rural landscape land. 

However westerly sea views are expansive and dramatic.   

2.23          Area 21-Killary Harbour and southern banks. The landscape along the 

southern banks of the Killary Harbour is steep heath land with no tree cover. There are 

no developments along this stretch of land except for a visitor center and several 

parking areas. The scenic value of the landscape is high due to the dramatic aerial 

views along the Harbour and to the Mweelrea Mountains beyond. (Ref Plate 18) 

2.24          Area 22-Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh 

and Derryclare Lough). This area comprises a diverse range of natural landscapes 

from mountains, valleys, and loughs to coniferous and deciduous woodlands. Integrated 

within this area are visitor facilities sensitively located to avoid visual intrusion. The 



area is unspoiled and highly scenic with outstanding views throughout. (Ref Plate 24) 

2.25          Area 23-Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough 

Mask). The landscape of this area includes steep mountains, heath and bog land and 

rough grass. Within this area woodland is confined to the valley bottom between 

Maumturk and Bunnacunneen Mountains. In spite of the scattered development and the 

many parking areas and viewing points this area is highly scenic with dramatic views 
throughout. (Ref Plate 25) 

2.26          Area 24-Aran Islands. The landscape of the Aran Islands is flat stony and 

without tree cover. Small fields used for pasture are bound by stone walls. The coast is 

steep and rocky along the southern side and flat and stony along the northern side. In 

spite of the many new residential developments on the Aran Islands, the open character 

of the landscape is highly scenic with expansive dramatic views in all directions. (Ref 

Plates 19, 20, 21 and 22) 

2.27          Area 25-Lough Rea. The landscape of Lough Rea is flat, enclosed and 

intimate. The Lough is screened to the north and the northeast by the town of the same 

name and to the south by the wooded slopes of the Slieve Aughty Mountains. There are 

many small vegetated islands in the Lough which add to its high scenic value. Around 

the banks of the Lough are many recreational facilities including boating, parking and 

picnic areas, which sit sensitively within the landscape and do not detract from the 
intimate landscape setting.  

Landscape values  

2.28          Landscape values were derived for each landscape character area by 

consideration of environmental and cultural benefits e.g. aesthetics, ecological, 

historical, socio-economic, religious, mythological etc. The values were given a score 

ranging from low, medium, high to outstanding. Landscape values combining all 

environmental and cultural benefits were decided through liaison with Galway County 

Council Forward Planning Dept. The values are shown in Table 2.1 Landscape sensitivity 

rating.  

Landscape sensitivity 

2.29          The sensitivity of a landscape to development and therefore to change will vary 

according to its character and to the importance which is attached to any combination 

of landscape values. The sensitivity of the character areas was derived by consideration 

of designations such as Special Protection Areas, Natural Heritage Areas, National 

Parks, by information such as tourist maps, guidebooks, brochures and by evaluation of 

indicators such as uniqueness, popularity, distinctiveness and quality of the elements of 

the area.  

Table 2.1 – Landscape sensitivity rating. 

CHARACTER AREA LANDSCAPE 
VALUE 

LANDSCAPE 
SENSITIVITY 

1. Northeast Galway (Balinasloe to 

Ballymoe) 
Low Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 



2. Shannon and Suck River Valley 

between Portumna and Ballinasloe 
Medium Class 4-Special 

3. East central Galway (Athenry, 

Ballinasloe to Portumna) 
Low Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 
4. Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to 

Gort) 
Medium Class 2-Moderate with 

pockets of Class 3-High 
5. Northeast Galway (Tuam environs). Low Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 
6. Slieve Aughty Mountains 

   

Medium Class 3-High 

7. Northwest Lough Derg 

   

Medium Class 4-Special 

8. Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion). Outstanding 

And Medium 

Class 4-Special with 

pockets of Class 2-Moderate 

9. Inveran to Galway City coastline High Class 3-High with a parallel 

strip of Class 4-Special 
10. East Connemara Mountains 

(Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk) 
High Class 3-High with pockets 

of Class 4-Special 
11. Lough Corrib and environs Outstanding Class 5-Unique with pockets 

of classes 3-High and 4-

Special 
12. South foothills of east Connemara 

Mountains (west of Salthill to 

Rossaveel). 

Medium Approximately half class 4-

Special and half Class 3-

High 
13. East Galway Bay (Oranmore to 

Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18 road). 
High Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
14. West Connemara Outstanding Class 4-Special 

   
15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands High Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
16. West foothills of east Connemara 

Mountains. (Glenicmurrin Lough 

environs). 

High Class 3-High 

17. Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh). High Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
18. Bertraghboy bay and eastern 

banks 
High Class 4-Special 

   
19. West Coast (Roundstone to 

Clifden). 
Outstanding Class 4-Special 

   
20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of 

Killary Harbour). 
Outstanding Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 

   

21. Killary Harbour and southern 

banks 
Outstanding Class 5-Unique with 

pockets of Class 4-Special 



22. Connemara National Park 

(including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and 

Derryclare Lough). 

Outstanding Class 5-Unique 

23. Joyces Country (including 

Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough 

Mask). 

Outstanding Class 5-Unique with 

pockets of Class 4-Special 

24. Aran Islands. Outstanding Class 5-Unique with 

pockets of Class 4-Special 
25. Lough Rea High Class 4-Special 

   

   

   

2.3 Wind farm 

   

Existing wind farms 

2.30          Galway Energy Agency Ltd has assisted in providing some of the data on 

existing operational wind farms in Galway. Currently there is only one single operational 

wind farm.  This wind farm is located at Knock South two miles west of Spiddeal.  The 

farm comprises four turbines and approval has been recently given for and an 

additional turbine at this farm. 2.31          Permissions have been granted for four wind 

farms in the Slieve Aughty Mountain area ranging from 10 –25No. turbines in each farm 

and a further extension to one of the farms at Derrybrien. Applications have also been 

approved for 3No. turbines on Inis Meain, 1No. on Inis Oirr and 1No. at Costelloe.  

2.32          A planning application for a wind farm in Connemara was refused (reasons not 

identified) 

Environmental context  

2.33          Wind energy has major environmental benefits: it is an inexhaustible and 

renewable resource and it generates electricity without the use of fossil fuels thus 

avoiding air pollution. However, local impacts on the environment can occur dependant 

on location and context, these comprise fauna and flora, noise, archaeology, human 

safety and visual impact.  

2.34          The environmental effects of wind farms are discussed below generally and 

where appropriate detailed reference is made to situations within Galway County. These 

have assisted in the formation of preliminary exclusion zones. Our review of the Altner 

Study carried out by Cork County noted that ‘Exclusion or buffer zones relating to 

rivers, canals, lakes, beautiful areas (NHA, SPA), monuments, campsites and single or 

scattered dwellings should not be adopted when assessing the resource’. It was thought 

that these exclusion zones could make the assessment overly restrictive, leading to 

fragmentation. However, due to the sensitive nature of many of the nature conservation 

sites and the National Park within Galway preliminary exclusion zones have been 

included at this stage and are shown in Table 2.3 at the end of this chapter.  

Fauna and flora 



2.35          According to information from the Irish Peatland Conservation Council, wind 

farm development may impact on the functioning of intact Peatland systems. The laying 

of the turbine foundations can cause localised drying out and compaction of peat 

leading to habitat destruction.  Construction works in particular the installing of 

infrastructure i.e. power lines, service roads etc. causes fragmentation of extensive 

blanket bog areas and damage to fragile hydrological systems. 2.36          Similarly the 

Irish Energy Centre report that wind farm development may cause disruption to bird 

natural habitats combined with the relatively small risk of collision of birds flying into 

the wind turbines or rotational flow behind the rotor. 

2.37          Much of the coastal and uplands areas of Galway which are likely to be rich in 

wind resource also have a nature designation in place i.e. NHA, SPA, SAC etc. In order 

to avoid the above impacts on fauna and flora it is suggested that wind farms be 

excluded from these areas  and allowed only along the perimeter i.e. within a zone of 

30m from perimeter of these areas, close to existing infrastructure (excluding totally 
areas of geological interest, where underground or surface elements may be damaged).  

Noise 

2.38          According to information received from the Irish Energy Centre the noise 

generated from a modern, medium sized wind turbine at 200m would be about 45dB 

i.e. quieter than a typical living room and by keeping enough distance from built-up or 

other noise sensitive areas the potential for noise pollution is reduced. Additionally 

carefully designed rotor blades with low rotational speed in combination with noise 

insulation of gear boxes and generators help mitigate noise impacts. 

2.39          Clearly exclusion zones are required around the residential and institutional 

buildings in Galway to minimise noise pollution and establish available areas for wind 

farm development. For reasons of noise a distance of 200m from settlements is 
recommended. 

Human Safety 

2.40          According the Irish Energy Centre (IEC) there is a remote chance of a damaged 

rotor blade being thrown from a turbine, or of ice flying from the blade in extremely 

cold conditions. As such it is recommended an exclusion zone around areas frequented 

by large amounts of people be established. It is suggested that a zone of 300m be 

considered from towns or settlements in Galway but not from single or scattered 

dwellings which could lead to an overly restrictive assessment.  
Archaeology 

2.41          As for noise an exclusion zone is necessary to protect archaeological 

monuments particularly from the construction process. The Heritage Council has 

appointed consultants to review the potential impacts on heritage of the expansion of 

the wind energy industry in Ireland. This study is due for completion at the end of April 

2002. According to the consultants for the study they are unlikely to recommend an 

exclusion zone and will suggest that each planning application for a wind farm is 

reviewed individually accompanied information on the location and environmental 

impact on the nearest heritage sites. However for the purposes of this project it is 

recommended that for human safety reasons the 300m exclusion zone previously 

mentioned above  is implemented around National Monuments in Galway where a 

relatively high number of pedestrians are expected.  
Visual impact  



2.42          Wind turbines are striking and dynamic elements within a landscape setting. 

Personal taste varies significantly regarding the sitting of wind farms and public 

acceptability of wind farms has been the subject of many studies and is often the 

deciding factor in their location. Information from the Irish Energy Centre on opinion 

polls suggest that installations in clusters are more acceptable than isolated turbines 

particularly when residents understand that they yield a larger electrical output. Also 

research carried out for the Scottish Executive Study on wind farms reported that 

residents living near to wind turbines thought the following:  
        27% thought the turbines were of no environmental impact 

        21%  thought the turbines were a Landmark and looked good 

        18%  liked the cheap electricity produced 

        5%  liked the effects on the local economy 

        3%  didn’t like the wind farms 

2.43          Mitigation’s measures to reduce visual impacts of wind farms are designed to 

create visual harmony and balance between the landscape and the development by 

influencing the style of turbines and towers, the colour of the structure and layout on 

site as well as minimising the size and location of secondary structures i.e. 

transformers, power lines and fences to reduce negative impacts.  To enhance the 

visual harmony of the turbines from middle and long distance views it is suggested that 

the layout of wind turbines on hillsides may be more acceptable to the eye if the 

turbines are spaced generally in straight lines following the contours, and if more than 

one row is required the turbines in alternate rows be staggered. For turbines on flat 

land i.e. along the coast, less visual intrusion to the sea backdrop from scenic roads 

may result by grouping of turbines in clusters rather then even spacing along the 
coastline. 

   2.44          Information from the Irish Energy Centre on visual impacts of turbines 

suggests that the height of turbines is not a major factor on their visual impact, more 

importantly to the eye is the ratio between the shaft height and rotor diameter and also 

the motor speed; bigger rotors rotate more slowly and for that reason are considered to 
be more restful.  

2.45          Visual impact also depends on the visibility of the turbines and the number of 

turbines should reflect the scale of the landscape setting, if natural screening is present 

and if the scale of the wider panoramic view is sufficiently large to incorporate wind 

farm without changing the overall view substantially. In terms of colour WSAtkins 

current research recommends off-white as best within a landscape setting, Danish 

architects Møller & Grønborg Architects and planners recommend that white is too 

strong, grey is ugly, at short distances, they also report that the Germans paint the 
lower parts of the tower in green, whist the Dutch paint the lowers parts in brown. 

2.46          Landscape classification and landscape sensitivity play an important part in 

determining visual impact and suitability of sitting wind farms. The European Best 

Practice Guidelines for Wind Energy recommend that a ‘zone of visual influence’ be 

established around potential sites for wind farms to establish properties that will be able 

to view the development. French consultants Abies suggest a formula for establishing 

the approximate size of the zone if visual influence as the follows: Radius= (100+E)*H. 
With E being the number of wind turbines and H is the height of one individual turbine. 

2.47          For r easons of visual impact it is therefore recommended that land based (as 



opposed to off-shore) wind farms in Galway be located in clusters rather than in 

isolated locations where possible, that the turbines be off-white in colour and that on 

elevated positions i.e. hillside locations, turbines be spaced generally in straight lines 

following the contours, and if more than one row is required the turbines in alternate 

rows be staggered. For turbines on flat land i.e. along the coast, it is recommended that 

turbines be grouped in cluster rather then even spacing along the coastline.  It is also 

recommend that where applications are submitted to the authority for wind farms that 

the visual impact study includes an assessment of visual intrusion or visual obstruction 

within an established 'zone of visual influence'.  

Electrical Infrastructure  

2.48          The feasibility of a wind energy site will in part be dependant on the ability to 

connect the site to grid and the capacity of the grid to accept additional electricity. It 

has been identified that Countrywide there is a serious shortage of capacity on the 

network and further investment is required in network upgrades if the targets for 

additional green electricity are to be delivered. It is understood that over the period 

2000-2005 ESB plan to invest some £1.4 billion in additions and improvements to the 

electricity transmission and distribution networks.  

2.49          Generally the electricity network is designed to transmit electricity from large 

thermal plants. Typically the best wind resource exists in remote areas where often the 

existing electricity network is weak. Consequently upgrading of the grid is necessary. 

Connection is normally to a 38kV circuit although the ESB will allow connection to a 110 

kV circuit if there is no suitable 38kV circuit nearby.  

2.50          An overview of the ESB 38 kV transmission system in the areas, which have 

been identified as having potential in terms of wind speed, shows that in particular 

there is a lack of electrical infrastructure in the northwest quadrant of the county. This 
could be a significant constraint to development.   

Wind resource  

2.51          The Irish Energy Centre has stated that a national wind resource assessment 

for Ireland on a county-by-county basis has been tendered, but not yet awarded. The 

study is likely to take at least six months and information on the wind resource for each 

county will available towards the end of summer 2002. For the purposes of this study 

information was taken from 3 sources: a very low-resolution wind atlas from the 

Numerical Wind Atlas, Risoe, June 2001 (Figure 7), the European Wind Energy Atlas 

(Ireland) and preliminary wind data from Galway County Council (Figure 6).  

  

2.52          Most wind turbines start to operate at around 5-6m/s and it is understood that 

based on the contract offers of the Department of Public Enterprise AER5 program 

(3.79p/kW) an annual average wind speed of around 8m/s is required. However under 

the current Government wind program, wind speeds of 7.5m/s may be acceptable later 

in 2002. For the purposes of this study, areas of Galway, which have a potential wind 

capacity of 6m/sec or more, will be considered for compatibility with the landscape 

setting. It is also important to note that wind speed relates to height above ground level 

and wind speed increases with height e.g. there is  60% more power available at a site 
with an average wind speed of 7m/s compared to a site with a wind speed of 6m/s. 

2.53          Where the wind speed is shown below 6m/s we are discounting wind energy 

sites however by using turbines over 50m high the scheme may become viable in 

relation to wind speeds. Also, a reference height of between 45 and 50m above ground 



level has been assumed for this study taken from the above sources.   

2.54          Based on the update to the European Wind Energy Atlas (Ireland) it would 

appear that with the exception of the more elevated area of the Slieve Aughty Mountain 

Range the eastern half of the County is not wind rich. The average wind speed over the 

majority of the eastern half of Galway is shown as 5m/s at a height of 45-50m above 
ground level. 

2.55          Based on the landscape character descriptions earlier in this chapter those 

areas with this wind resource at or above 6.0 are located in the west of the county and 

along coastal locations as shown in table 2. Only areas 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 7 are estimated 

to have poor wind resource for wind turbines at a height of 45-50m above ground level. 

Table 2.2 - Wind resource and Landscape sensitivity rating. 

CHARACTER AREA APPROX. 
WIND 

RESOURCE 

m/sec 

LANDSCAPE 
SENSITIVITY 

1.Northeast Galway (Balinasloe to 

Ballymoe) 
Below 6.0 Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 
2. Shannon and Suck River Valley 

between Portumna and Ballinasloe 
Below 6.0 Class 4-Special 

3. East central Galway (Athenry, 

Ballinasloe to Portumna) 
Below 6.0 Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 
4. Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to 

Gort) 
Below 6.0 Class 2-Moderate with 

pockets of Class 3-High 
5. Northeast Galway (Tuam environs). Below 6.0 Class 1-Low with pockets of 

Class 2-Moderate 
6. Slieve Aughty Mountains 

   

Between 6-8 Class 3-High 

7.Northwest Lough Derg 

   

Below 6.0 Class 4-Special 

8. Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion). 6.0 Class 4-Special with pockets 

of Class 2-Moderate 
9.Inveran to Galway City coastline Between 7-

7.5 
Class 3-High with a parallel 

strip of Class 4-Special 
10. East Connemara Mountains 

(Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk) 
Between 6-8 Class 3-High with pockets 

of Class 4-Special 
11. Lough Corrib and environs 6.0 Class 5-Unique with pockets 

of classes 3-High and 4-

Special 
12. South foothills of east Connemara 

Mountains (west of Salthill to 

Rossaveel). 

Between 6-

7.5 
Approximately half class 4-

Special and half Class 3-

High 
13. East Galway Bay (Oranmore to 

Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18 road). 
Between 6-

7.5 
Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
14. West Connemara Between 6-

7.5 
Class 4-Special 

   



15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands Between 6-7 Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
16. West foothills of east Connemara 

Mountains. (Glenicmurrin Lough 

environs). 

6.0 Class 3-High 

17. Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh). Between 6-

7.5 
Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
18. Bertraghboy bay and eastern 

banks 
Between 6-

7.5 
Class 4-Special 

   
19. West Coast (Roundstone to 

Clifden). 
Between 6-

7.5 
Class 4-Special 

   
 20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of 

Killary Harbour). 
Between 6-

7.5 
Class 3-High with a coastal 

edge of Class 4-Special 
21. Killary Harbour and southern banks Between 6-10 Class 5-Unique with pockets 

of Class 4-Special 
22. Connemara National Park 

(including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and 

Derryclare Lough). 

Between 6-10 Class 5-Unique 

23. Joyces Country (including 

Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough 

Mask). 

Between 6-10 Class 5-Unique with pockets 

of Class 4-Special 

24. Aran Islands. Between 8-

8.5 
Class 5-Unique with pockets 

of Class 4-Special 
25. Lough Rea 6.0 Class 4-Special 

   

   

2.56          The following zones are proposed for to classify wind farm suitability based on 

available preliminary wind resource, outside exclusion zones and acceptable landscape 

sensitivity classification;  

        ‘Strategic areas’- where wind farm development is considered appropriate i.e. 

wind resource at or above 6, outside all exclusion zones (see table 2.3) and in 
areas of low to high landscape sensitivity i.e. class 1-3 

        ‘Areas for consideration’- where each project would be dealt with on its 

merits i.e. within perimeter areas of exclusion zones and in areas of special to 

unique landscape sensitivity i.e. class 3-5 

        ‘No go areas’- where wind farms development is considered inappropriate i.e. 

wind resource at or above 6, inside exclusion zones and in areas of unique 
landscape sensitivity i.e. class 5 

2.57          The exclusion zones listed below in Table 2.3 have been suggested based on 

current opinion and research. 

Table 2.3 - Preliminary exclusion zones in proximity to wind farms 

Assumed separation distances Distance (m) 
City, town and National Archaeological 300m based on safety restriction where 



Monument pedestrians can walk unimpeded 
Railway line 100m 
National road 100m 
High voltage cable 50m 
Galway Airport Outside existing aviation exclusion zone 
Forestry 50m 
Nature designation sites i.e. NHA, SPA, 

NR etc. 
No turbines allowed within these nature 

conservation areas however, turbines 

may be allowed within a zone of 30m 

from perimeter of these areas, but not 

within 100m of the high tide mark in 

coastal areas. 

   

   



    

 

  Landscape and Landscape Character Assessment  
for County Galway 

  

3.                 Recommendations 
  

Landscape 

3.1              In order to assist in the creation of guidelines for sitting and design of new 

development, including forestry and wind farms, the following principles have been 
created for the production of the landscape sensitivity ratings for each character area.  

  

1. Northeast Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymoe) Landscape sensitivity 
principally class 1-low with areas of class 2- moderate 

3.2              Development is prohibited in the areas (primarily bogs) that carry a nature 

designation. Generally the landscape is flat to undulating in this area. Height 

restrictions should apply to built development in the flatter areas to avoid long distant 

visual intrusion or obstruction of the many focal points identified in the landscape 

character analysis. Development of all scales in this class 1 area should be either set 

close to one of the existing large blocks of forestry or screened by either new 
commercial forestry or existing mixed deciduous woodland.  

3.3              Due to the rural nature of the area scattered development in the class 1 area 

which cannot be screened by forestry should be of natural stone or rendered finish of a 

soft colour that is sympathetic to the colours in the landscape generally. New 

development should be surrounded by hedgerow to reinstate sections lost during 
construction and to continue the ecological corridor effect. 

  
2. Shannon and Suck River Valley between Portumna and Ballinasloe 
Landscape sensitivity class 4-special 

3.4              The landscape of the river valley is flat bordered by deciduous trees and 

wateredge planting. There are local scenic views along the river and to the local 

heritage sites. Long distant views are gained of the Slieve Aughty Mountains.   

3.5              Development should not be of a nature, which would damage the sensitive 

    



ecological habitats of the river corridor. Development should be located within pockets 

of existing vegetation to assist screening. Buildings should be clustered together to 

avoid ribboned development along the river edge. This will maintain long distant views 
out to the countryside beyond.   

   
3.6              Suitable developments should be in keeping with an intimate water edge 

environment. Residential developments should be stonework or rendered in white or 

soft colours (sympathetic to the landscape setting), or timber clad. Paths should be 

timber decking adjacent to the water edge, or a natural ‘soft’ finish i.e. crushed stone 

surfacing. Street furniture i.e. seats, fencing, litter bins should be of timber to reflect 

the rural natural setting of the river corridor. Large conspicuous, brightly coloured signs 

will cause visual intrusion within the natural water edge setting and should be replaced 

with low-key timber signage (excluding road or safety signs). 

  
3. East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna) Landscape 
sensitivity principally class 1-low with areas of class 2- moderate 

3.7              The landscape is flat therefore height restrictions should apply to built 
development to avoid long distant visual intrusion.  

3.8              Development is prohibited in the areas (primarily bogs) that carry a nature 

designation. Development in the class 1 area should be either set close to existing 

medium sized blocks of forestry or screened by either new commercial forestry or 
mixed deciduous woodland, both of which are present in this area.  

3.9              Due to the rural nature of the area scattered development which cannot be 

screened by forestry should be of natural stone or rendered finish of a colour that is 

sympathetic to the colours of the landscape. Stonewalls are a distinct element of the 

character of this area and should be constructed to match traditional style around new 
development. 

  
4. Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort) Landscape sensitivity principally 
class 2- moderate with areas of class 3-high 

3.10          Development is prohibited in the areas that carry a nature designation. 

Development is permitted in the class 2 area. Due to the undulating nature of the 

landscape, development of small-scale buildings will be easily accommodated and 

naturally screened in the natural hollows. Larger development may require earthworks 

(cut and fill) and the associated flattening of areas may alter the intimate character in 
existence.  

   
3.11          There is little coniferous or deciduous forestry in this area therefore large scale 

screening by forestry is not appropriate, screening should be achieved using the natural 

topography. Development should not block important long distant views of the Burren 

or Slieve Aughty Mountains or local focal points as these views are of regional 



landscape value. 

3.12          New development should be surrounded by hedgerow to reinstate sections lost 
during construction and to continue the ecological corridor effect. 

  
5. Northeast Galway (Tuam environs). Landscape sensitivity principally class 
1-low with areas of class 2- moderate 

3.13          Development is prohibited in the areas (primarily bogs) that carry a nature 

designation. 

3.14          In the class 1 area, the landscape is generally flat therefore height restrictions 

should apply to built development in to avoid long distant visual intrusion. This area 

has very little woodland or forestry present and owing  to the low scenic value of the 

area may be suitable for commercial forestry development. Large-scale development 

should be screened by either new commercial forestry or mixed deciduous woodland. 

3.15          Due to the rural nature of this class 1 area, scattered development which 

cannot be screened by forestry should be of natural stone or render with  colour finish 
to be sympathetic to the colours of the existing landscape. 

3.16          New development should be surrounded by hedgerow to reinstate sections lost 
during construction and to continue the ecological corridor effect. 

  
6. Slieve Aughty Mountains Landscape sensitivity principally class 3-high 

3.17          Development of additional forestry is suitable in this class 3 area. However, the 

softening of the coniferous edge with native deciduous planting is recommended where 
the area joins sensitive sites to the north (Lough Rea) and the east (Lough Derg). 

   
3.18          New recreational facilities associated with the forestry should be developed 

using natural materials i.e. fencing, street furniture and shelters should be of timber. 

Lighting of amenity areas is not appropriate within the rural setting and from elevated 

hillsides. Carparking should be set within existing tree canopy where it will not cause 
visual intrusion from viewpoints. 

  
7. Northwest Lough Derg. Landscape sensitivity class 4-special 

3.19          The attractive waterside edge setting is open and flat and is therefore highly 

sensitive to development. In general, small-scale development should be located 

adjacent to existing settlements. Development at the water edge is inappropriate, as it 

would be exposed to view.  

3.20          Recreational activities could be encouraged nearer to the water edge and 

already include camping and caravan sites. There is scope to create opportunities for 



fishing and walking. 

  
8. Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion). Landscape sensitivity class 4-special 
and an area of class 2-moderate 

3.21          Development is prohibited in the limestone pavement area to the west 

(indicated as class 4 on the landscape sensitivity map) which carries landscape and 

ecological designations and is therefore deemed highly sensitive. 

3.22          The eastern section of this area (indicated as class 2 on the landscape 

sensitivity map) is considerably less sensitive to development. The flat open aspect 

however implies the need for height restrictions on development in order to minimise 
visual intrusion on the limestone area.  

3.23          Small-scale development may be appropriate in the eastern section of this area 

but should be low in height and set within the natural hollows of the landscape or 

adjacent to the existing planting to avoid visual intrusion of the western area from the 
nearby roads including the N67. 

  
9. Inveran to Galway City coastline Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with a 
parallel strip of class 4-special 

3.24          The coast along this area is scenic and flat with rocks and sand merging with 

natural grassland. However, views of Galway Bay, North Clare coast and the Aran 

Islands from the coastal road (R336) have been obscured in many places by mixed 

development. There are pockets of this landscape which command striking seaward 

views, hence development of all kinds should be prohibited 

3.25          Further development within this area should be grouped in clusters, close to 

existing settlements and should avoid the seaward side of the R336 road to avoid 
further visual obstruction of the scenic coastline.  

3.26          Development within the immediate coastal area such as improved visitor access 

and parking near to the coast should be sunken and surrounded by natural coastal 

vegetation for screening.  Finishes should be sympathetic to coastal environment i.e. 
crushed stone and sand. 

   

10. East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk). Landscape 
sensitivity class 3-high with pockets of class 4-special 

3.27          The landscape comprises mountainous areas with slopes covered with 

coniferous forestry and lower areas of rocky out crops and rough grassland around the 

many small loughs and turloughs.  

3.28          Development is prohibited in the areas (indicated as class 4 on the landscape 

sensitivity map) that carry a statutory nature designation. In the remaining 

mountainous areas (indicated as class 3 on the landscape sensitivity map), 



development should not protrude above the existing ridgelines in order to maintain 

long distant views of the Connemara mountains. Similarly long distance views to 

Galway Bay and the Aran Islands from elevated roads on the mountainsides should not 

be obscured; development along these routes should be located on the northern side of 

the N59 road to maintain views for tourist traffic. Where possible development should 

be set within existing forestry or surrounded by coniferous forestry for screening. 

Additional large-scale forestry is appropriate in this area, refer to specific forestry 
recommendation.  

3.29          Several square kilometers of the Connemara bog complex in the lower areas 

carry both landscape and ecological designations hence development should be 

prohibited although creation of native forestry may be appropriate. Development in this 

area which cannot be screened by forestry should be of natural stone or earth tone 
colour finish to blend with the natural landscape colours. 

  
11. Lough Corrib and environs. Landscape sensitivity class 5-unique with 
pockets of class 4-special and class 3-high 

3.30          The land around the northern part of the Lough is undulating heath, bog and 

coniferous forestry; it is highly scenic and includes many facilities for visitors. The 

landscape of this portion of the area is more natural and undeveloped than in the south 

and is close to the scenic mountainous areas of Connemara. Development in this area 

will be visible from the hillside walks of Joyce Country and should where possible be 

located within existing forestry and natural hollows or finished in materials sympathetic 

to the surrounding landscape to minimise visual intrusion. Bright, bold or reflective 

colours should be avoided on a large scale within this expansive natural setting. 
Suitable materials such as stone and finishes in an earth tone colour are appropriate. 

3.31          In the south where the land is relatively flat and expansive, elevated views are 

not available. No further development except that associated with essential housing 

needs is recommended near to the water edge at Lough Corrib. In the flat open areas 

(generally class 4), buildings should be low in height and set within clusters, which can 

be screened by woodland planting. Development should not be of a nature, which 

would pollute the sensitive waters of the Lough or the water edge environment.  

3.32          Residential developments should be stonework or rendered in white or other 

colours that blend sensitively with the rural setting. Any existing paths or parking 

places for scenic views should be maintained and surfaced using natural materials e.g. 

timber or crushed stone. Street furniture i.e. seats, fencing, litter bins should be of 

timber to reflect the rural natural setting of the Lough. Large conspicuous, brightly 

coloured signs will cause visual intrusion and should be replaced with low-key timber 
signage 

  
12. South foothills of east Connemara Mountains Landscape sensitivity class 

4-special and class 3-high 

3.33          The landscape of the foothills is undulating heath and scrubland with regular 

rocky outcrops. The area is generally undeveloped and has expansive views in a 



southerly direction across Galway Bay towards County Clare.  

3.34          Due to the many statutory nature designations associated with the Loughs in 

the western side of this area (indicated as class 4 on the landscape sensitivity map) 

and the generally wet ground conditions, development in this portion is limited to 

forestry plantation. Development is prohibited on the areas specifically covered by the 

statutory nature designations. Small scale and low buildings may be appropriate but 

should not intrude on the skyline as viewed from the R336 looking north. Development 

in this area which cannot be screened by forestry should be of natural stone or 

rendered with a colour finish to blend with the natural landscape colours. Stonewalling 
to match the distinct walling pattern in existence should surround development. 

3.35          On the eastern side of this area there are less statutory nature designations 

and development potential is greater. Again development should be as low as possible 

in height so as not to intrude or obstruct views from tourist routes (N59) and should be 

set within natural hollows or slightly sunken into the ground and screened with natural 

scrub type vegetation. Natural stone should be used as a finish material or render of a 
colour that blends with the natural landscape colours. 

  
13. East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18/N67 road). 

Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with the coastal strip class 4-special  

3.36          The sinuous coastline is scenic and is relatively undeveloped. It is therefore 

highly sensitive. Future development should therefore be located further inland in order 
to protect this coastline and the panoramic views to be gained from it. 

3.37          In general, groups of dwellings or holiday homes should be located further 

inland within the area indicated as class 3 on the landscape sensitivity map. These 

developments are to be located close to existing settlements. As in other areas, 

advantage is to be taken of both landform and existing vegetation to carefully conceal 
these developments from view. 

  
14. West Connemara Landscape sensitivity class 4-special  

3.38          The landscape is flat low-lying bog and heath with many scattered lakes and 

turloughs. There is very little development and the landscape has a distinct 

atmospheric quality albeit generally not highly scenic.  

3.39          Many areas are covered by statutory nature designations, for which 

development is prohibited. Outside these areas, particularly in wet ground conditions, 

there is scope for forestry. Small scale and low buildings may be appropriate near to 

the existing settlements on perimeter of this area but should not intrude on the skyline 

of the Connemara Mountains as viewed from the N59 looking north. Development in 

this area, which cannot be screened by forestry, should be of a colour finish to blend 
with the natural colours of the bog and heath land. 

3.40          Development beyond essential housing needs should be restricted within the 

vicinity of the scenic road route between Ballinaboy and Toombeola. 



  
15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands Landscape sensitivity class 3-special 
with the coastal strip class 4-special  

3.41          The landscape is flat, open, rough grass and scrub with frequent rocky out 

crops. There are many small scale residential and community developments within this 

area most with south and west facing views towards Galway Bay.  

3.42           Due to the open nature of the landscape and the high visibility into the area 

from the surrounding landscape and roads new development should be intimate in 
scale, low in both height and scale and set back from the coastal edge.  

3.43          Woodland is inappropriate in this area and cannot be recommended for 

screening new buildings. All development therefore should be finished with natural 

materials in softer colours, avoiding the use of bright and bold colours. 

  
16. West foothills of east Connemara Mountains. (Glenicmurrin Lough environs). 
Landscape sensitivity class 3-high  

  

3.44          This landscape is flat to undulating, open with little vegetation and comprises 

lakes and bog land. There is very little development in this area and it is not of high 

scenic value. Development is prohibited in the many areas covered by statutory nature 

designations. There is scope for forestry outside these areas where the ground 

conditions are generally wet. Small scale and low buildings may be appropriate but 

should not intrude on the skyline as viewed from the R336 looking north. Development 

in this area which cannot be screened by forestry should be of natural stone or 
rendered with a colour finish to blend with the natural landscape colours.  

  
17. Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh). Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with 
the coastal strip class 4-special  

3.45          This area, albeit scenic is developed in places. For this reason, new 

developments should be located close to the existing settlements in order to preserve 

and protect the undeveloped areas. 

3.46          Housing should be developed on a small scale. As this is a flat landscape 

setting, emphasis on height must be avoided in order to minimise the visual impact of 
these new developments. 

3.47          Advantage is to be taken of natural hollows in the existing landform and 

existing vegetation in order to site development with minimal visual impacts. Scenic 

views must be protected at all times. This applies particularly to the coastline area. 

3.48          Housing developments should be generally of simple detailing. Use of 

indigenous materials, typically stone or slate or materials that match the character of 



the area is recommended. 

3.49          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
18. Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks Landscape sensitivity class 4-Special 

3.50          The landscape around Bertraghboy Bay is undulating grass and bogland. There 

are many scattered developments (residential and light industrial) which sit around the 

bay. Further development of this nature are appropriate but should be located in the 

hollows of the landscape and not on the highpoints. Additionally development should be 

set back from the water edge so as not to obscure views from the coastal routes (R340 
and R342).   

3.51          Woodland is inappropriate along this coastal stretch apart from native 

woodland at certain locations. As a result development should not rely on woodland 

planting from screening. 

3.52          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
19. West Coast (Roundstone to Clifden). Landscape sensitivity class 4 -Special 

3.53          The landscape from Roundstone to Clifden is low lying, harsh and exposed. 

There is considerable development along this stretch of coastline and this has 

compromised the high scenic quality and undisturbed views in the area. Development 

between the coast road (R341) and the shoreline should be restricted in order to 

maintain the undisturbed landscape character. However improved access to the 

wateredge would increase the tourist activity of the coastal resource. Access should not 

be provided directly to the water edge but should be limited to pocket car parks off the 

main road which could be sunken or surrounded by stone walls to reduce visibility and 

assimilate in to the landscape.   

3.54          Development to the north and eastern side of the coastal road should be low 

lying and grouped in clusters to minimise changes to the landscape character. 

Development should be finished in stone or render finished with soft colours to blend 

with the surrounding landscape. 

3.55          Woodland is inappropriate along this coastal stretch apart from native 

woodland at certain locations.  

3.56          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour). Class 3-High with a 
coastal edge of Class 4-Special 

3.57          The landscape of this area varies from undulating to mountainous. There are 

many residential developments within this area particularly near Cleggan, which have 

reduced the scenic value of the area. However westerly sea views are expansive and 

dramatic and should be protected by restricting further development close to the 



shoreline.  New buildings should be located next to existing development or within the 

natural hollows in the foothills to the east and be finished in stone or render of a colour 

to blend with the surrounding landscape. 

3.58          Woodland is inappropriate along this coastal stretch apart from native 

woodland at certain locations. 

3.59          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
21. Killary Harbour and southern banks Landscape sensitivity class 5 Unique 

3.60          The water edge is highly scenic and therefore is highly sensitive to 

development of any kind. In general, development should be confined only to the 

maintenance of the existing road routes and associated parking places and viewing 
points. 

3.61          Development could be accommodated further inland however care must be 

taken not to obscure views of the harbour or the Mweelrea Mountains.  

3.62          New housing or other facilities would ideally be located within existing 

settlements (Leenane) or accommodated within natural hollows or pockets of existing 
planting in order to minimise visual intrusion.  

3.63          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
22. Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and 
Derryclare Lough). Landscape sensitivity class 5 Unique 

3.64          In general, this area is highly scenic and is therefore highly sensitive to 

development. Development should be restricted to the upkeep of existing roads and 
parking places. 

3.65          There is scope for creating new parking / stopping areas for visitors to take 

advantage of the spectacular views. The parking places would take the form of a 

discreet extension of the existing road surface. Surface materials should be chosen to 

match the character of the area. A crushed stone or aggregate surface is preferable to 
an asphalt surface 

3.66          Within the area generally, there is limited scope for small holiday settlements. 

These would ideally be located in the low-lying areas or nestled within existing 
woodland planting. 

3.67          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

3.68          The designated national park area is to remain free of any development of any 

kind. 

  



23. Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough Mask). 
Landscape sensitivity class 5 Unique with road corridors of class 4-Special 

3.69          The eastern side of this area has a number of villages in a flat to undulating 
landscape setting. Further west, the landscape is more rugged and mountainous.  

3.70          Development of any additional tourist facilities for Joyces Country should be 

located in the eastern side of this area, close to existing man made structures and 
where screening by native woodland would be in character with the surroundings. 

3.71          The mountainous area is highly scenic. However the presence of scattered 

dwellings have reduced the scenic quality in certain areas. Further development should 

be limited to road improvements and upgrading of hillside footways. Street furniture 

i.e. seats, fencing, litter bins should be of timber to reflect the rural natural setting. 

Large conspicuous, brightly coloured signs will cause visual intrusion and should be 
replaced with low-key timber signage. 

3.72          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations. 

  
24. Aran Islands. Landscape sensitivity class 5-Unique 

3.74          The landscape of the Aran Islands is flat, open and highly scenic. The 

northeast-facing coast slopes gently down to the water edge and is visible from the 

mainland on Galway Bay. Proposed development should be low in height and of 

materials and finishes to match surrounding landscape. Development of large scale 

woodland is not appropriate on the Aran islands therefore the possibility of screening 

large development with forestry is not possible. Development should be located in 
natural hollows within the landscape where natural screening is possible. 

3.75          Stonewalls to reinstate sections lost during construction should surround new 
development. 

  
25. Lough Rea Landscape sensitivity class 4 Special 

3.76          The landscape surrounding Lough Rea is flat; vegetation encloses the water 

body and has created an intimate setting. Development should be small scale and 

either set within clumps of existing vegetation or screened by proposed broadleaf 

planting.  

3.77          Development on the waterfront associated with tourism should not intrude 

upon views from the other side of the Lough and should be screened by earth banks 
with water edge planting. 

3.78           Street furniture i.e. seats, fencing, litter bins should be of timber to reflect the 

rural natural setting. Large conspicuous, brightly coloured signs will cause visual 

intrusion within the natural wateredge setting and should be replaced with low-key 
timber signage. 



3.79          Development is prohibited in areas covered by statutory nature designations.  

National Monuments, Archaeological sites, sites of historical or heritage interest and 
other listed buildings / structures. 

3.80          In all of the landscape character areas, there are a range of buildings and 

structures which are currently protected or are worthy of protection. It is recommended 

that no development takes place on these sites.  Where applications for development 

arise in the vicinity of these sites, expert advice must be sought in respect of an 
exclusion zone outside of which development can take place. 

  
Planning considerations for further protection of land. 

3.81          In order to protect areas of rural Galway from inappropriate development which 

may alter the scenic quality of the landscape consideration was given to areas for 

designation as Areas of Special Amenity or as a Landscape Conservation in accordance 

with the Planning and Development Act 2000. The areas which could benefit from 

protection of their scenic qualities are as follows:  

        Kylemore Abbey Area  

        Coastal zone (particularly 50m either side of coastal road) from Galway Bay to mouth 
of Killary Harbour  

        Maumturk Valley (should it be included as an NHA).  

        Corridor southeast of Oughterard (should it be designated as an area of high scenic 
quality- currently got no protection in the development plan).   

        Gaeltacht Regions and Aran Islands (important cultural tourism niches as per Blueprint 
for Success – A Development Plan for the West 2000-2006).   

        Slieve Aughty Mountains (areas of high scenic amenity as per the GCC Development 
Plan).  

        The InaghValley route (on the R341 and R344) between Roundstone extending north 
towards Castlebar (Co Mayo).  

        All other areas we classed as 4/5 are areas of High Scenic Amenity or Outstanding 
Scenic Amenity as per the GCC Development Plan.  

The methodology for this process is described briefly below.  
Area of Special Amenity 
3.82          In the opinion of the Planning Authority, if an area is deemed to be of 

outstanding natural beauty or of its special recreation value, an area should be 

declared to be an area of special amenity. An order may be made to do so and should 

state the objective of the planning authority in relation to the preservation or 

enhancement of the character or special features of the area including objectives for 
the preservation or limitation of development in the area.  

3.83          If it appears to a minister that an area should be declared to be of special 



amenity or of its special recreational value and having regard to any benefits for nature 

conservation he/she may direct a planning authority to make an order in respect of this 

area. This order shall be revoked or amended by the minister. If two planning 

authorities are concerned either planning authority may make the order with the 
consent of the other. Any order made may be revoked by a subsequent order.  

3.84          The planning authority must advertise a notice in the newspaper of its 

intentions with regard to the site, stating; the fact that the order has been made and a 

description of the area; naming a place where the order and a map can be viewed; 

specifying a period by which objections can be made; specifying that the order requires 
confirmation by the board; where any objections are made an oral hearing will ensue. 

3.85          The planning authority may submit the order with or without objections to the 

board. . If no objections are made then the board may confirm the order with or 

without modifications, or refuse to confirm it. If objections are not withdrawn then the 
board may hold an oral hearing.  

Landscape Conservation Area 

3.86          A planning authority may designate an area as a landscape conservation area. 

A minister may prescribe any development, which shall not be exempted development. 
Development described by the minister may be subject to conditions or restrictions.  

3.87          Planning Authority must put a notice in the paper when/where it proposes to 

make an order; it shall state the landscape conservation area, where a map may be 

viewed; the location of the area; and any development that is proposed for the area. 

Submissions or observations regarding the proposed order may be made. Submissions 

may be made to the planning authority not less than 6 weeks, which will be taken into 
account, by the planning authority. 

3.88          The members of the planning authority may make the order with or without 

modifications or may refuse to make it. The Planning authority shall give notice of its 

intention to amend or revoke the order as the case may be. A proposed notice shall be 

posted on one or more newspapers stating that the planning authority wishes to amend 
or revoke the order and inviting submissions or objections to the planning authority. 

3.89           The planning authority considers the amendments and may or may not refuse 

to make the order as the case may be. Before making an order the planning authority 

may consult any state authority where it considers that any order relates to the 

functions of that state authority. Particulars of any order may be entered in the 

register.  

Forestry 

General recommendations 

3.90          Irrespective of the landscape value of the location, new forestry areas need to 

be well designed to integrate into the surrounding landscape. The Forest Service has 

produced guidance on this topic ‘Forestry and the Landscape Guidelines’ July 2000, 

which should be followed in planning new forestry areas. Some of the key issues 

relating to forestry planning and design are set out below. These have been split into 



upland landscapes and rolling farmland landscapes.  

Upland landscapes 

        Forest size should respect the scale of the surrounding landscape by 

developing large continuous forests 
        Locate on lower ground and mid-slopes avoiding higher peaks and ridges 
        Avoid angular shapes, respond to changes in landform including streams 

valleys and knolls by the use of fluid shaped edges and open space 
        Avoid sharply defined and dense conifer edges, create gradual transition 

from forest to open ground 
        Use mix of species including some deciduous (larch comes into this 

category as a deciduous conifer) to create colour and texture variety 
Rolling farmland landscapes 

        To retain the existing field patchwork character, small or medium sized forests are 

more appropriate than large, and these should be dispersed rather than continuous 

        Angular shapes reflecting the surrounding field patchwork character are generally 

the most appropriate 

        Avoid sharply defined and dense conifer edges which can create a wall effect 

        Use mix of species including some deciduous (larch comes into this category as a 

deciduous conifer) to create colour and texture variety 

        Relatively large forests should be broken by indentations 

3.91          For all types of forest, planting should generally be kept back 60 metres from 

houses and other buildings. 

3.92          In planning new forest planting the view from the roadside should be 

considered in the design. This should be both in terms of allowing filtered views into the 

forest and in permitting some vistas through the forest to the landscape beyond. The 

latter is of particular significance where panoramic views and views of notable 
landmarks are possible. 

3.93          Forestry should not be permitted on sites designated as Natural Heritage Areas 

(NHA), Special Protection Areas (SPA) and Special Areas of Conservation (SAC). These 

categories of sites include semi-natural woodlands and the only type of woodland, 

which could potentially be permissible in some circumstances on these sites, would be 
native woodland. 

3.94          Archaeological sites in Ireland are legally protected from unauthorised 

interference or damage. Known archaeological sites are recorded on the Record of 

Monuments and Places (RMP) which is continually updated. An appropriate exclusion 



zone should be established around known archaeological monuments where no forestry 

planting or associated activities will be permitted. Other man-made structures which 

are not formally registered as archaeological monuments, such as old farmhouses, 

cottages, limekilns, drovers routes, Mass rocks, and townland boundaries should be 

protected with a minimum exclusion zone of 5 metres width. Stonewalls should also be 
retained where possible.  

3.95          Attention is also drawn to the following other Forest Service Guidelines:  

        Forestry and Archaeology 

        Forest Biodiversity 

        Forest Harvesting and the Environment 
        Forestry and Water Quality 

Detailed recommendations by character area 

3.96          The following detailed recommendations show the type and scale of woodland 

we consider being appropriate to the relevant landscape character area. The types of 

woodland are based on the Forest Service classifications for grant making purposes as 

follows:  
                    Sitka spruce / lodge pole pine – 100% pure Sitka spruce and/or lodge pole pine 

coniferous plantations 
                    Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) 
o                                           20% Diverse plantation – a mixed plantation with 80% or less of Sitka 

spruce and lodge pole pine 
o                                           Diverse plantation – a plantation or area of conifer species other than 

Sitka spruce 
                    Broadleaf mixes 

o                                           Broadleaf – a plantation of pure broadleaf other than oak or beech 
o                                           Oak – an oak plantation either pure or in mixture with conifer with a 

minimum of 75% oak 
o                                           Beech – a beech plantation either pure or in mixture with conifer with a 

minimum of 80% beech 
                    Native woodland – a new Native Woodland Grant Scheme is to be introduced in 

2002 to encourage the conservation and establishment of semi-natural woodland 

habitats, including management operations, natural regeneration, and extensions of 

existing woodland. There is likely to be a particular focus on the establishment of new 

native riparian woodland, which may be of relevance to the Shannon and Suck river 

valleys, and the shorelines of Loughs Derg and Corrib. 

3.97          For each landscape character area we have also recommended the scale of 

woodland appropriate in terms of the maximum size of individual woodlands, and the 

overall percentage of woodland cover for that part of the county.  



1. North East Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymoe) 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) 
        Broadleaf mixes 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares – Planning requirements resize of 

woodland    in specific areas 
        Up to 60% woodland cover 

2. Shannon and Suck River Valley 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        No maximum limit to individual woodland area 
        Up to 20% woodland cover 

3. East central Galway 

Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) 
        Broadleaf mixes 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        For coniferous mixes, individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        For broadleaf mixes, no maximum limit to individual woodland area 
        Up to 60% woodland cover 

4. Southeast Galway 

Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 50% woodland cover 

5. North East Galway (Tuam environs) 



 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 30% woodland cover 

6. Slieve Aughty Mountains 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Pure Sitka spruce/lodge pole pine (only in limited circumstances where special case 

is made) 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) 
        Broadleaf mixes 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Up to 100% woodland cover 

7. Northwest Lough Derg 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 50 hectares 
        Up to 50% woodland cover 

8. Lower Burren 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland only appropriate in special circumstances in which case only native 

woodland to be created 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

9. Inveran to Galway City coastline 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 



        Individual woodlands of up to 50 hectares 
        Up to 20% woodland cover 

10. East Connemara Mountains 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) – coniferous forestry not appropriate on lough 

islands 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 200 hectares 
        Up to 50% woodland cover 

11. Lough Corrib and environs 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 25 hectares 
        Up to 30% woodland cover 

12. South foothills of east Connemara Mountains 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 30% woodland cover 

13. East Galway Bay 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 50 hectares 



        Up to 20% woodland cover 

14. West Connemara 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 20% woodland cover 

15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 

which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

16. West foothills of east Connemara Mountains 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Coniferous mixes (10% broadleaf) – coniferous forestry not appropriate on lough 

islands 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 50% woodland cover 

17. Cashla Bay to Glencoh 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 

which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

18. Bertraghboy Bay and eastern banks 

Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 



which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

19. West Coast (Gorteen Bay to Clifden) 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 

which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour) 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 

which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

21. Killary Harbour and southern banks 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Up to 10% woodland cover 

22. Connemara National Park 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 20% woodland cover 

23. Joyces Country 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 



        Coniferous mixes (minimum 20% broadleaf1 [1] ) restrict to below 400m contour 

and valley bottoms 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 100 hectares 
        Up to 30% woodland cover 
        Woodland 

24. Aran Islands 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Woodland is unlikely to be appropriate here, with the exception of native woodland 

which may be considered appropriate in certain circumstances 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Less than 5% woodland cover 

25. Lough Rea 

 Nature of woodland appropriate: 
        Broadleaf mixes 
        Native woodland 
Scale of woodland appropriate: 
        Individual woodlands of up to 50 hectares 
        Up to 20% woodland cover 
   

Wind farms 

3.98          Recommendations on the zoning of wind farms into the three zones i.e. 'Strategic 

areas', 'Areas for consideration' and 'No go areas' in relation to landscape sensitivity are 

as described below for each of the prescribed landscape character areas. A description of 

the zoning terminology is repeated again as follows:  

3.99          Wind farm potential rating- 'Strategic area'- where wind farm development 

is considered appropriate i.e. wind resource at or above 6, outside all exclusion zones and 
in areas of low to high landscape sensitivity i.e. class 1-3. 

3.100      ‘Areas for consideration’- where each project would be dealt with on its merits 

i.e. within perimeter areas of exclusion zones and in areas of special to unique landscape 
sensitivity i.e. class 3-5 

                                                 
 



  

3.101      Wind farm potential rating- 'No go areas'- where wind farms development is 

considered inappropriate i.e. wind resource at or above 6, inside exclusion zones and in 
areas of unique landscape sensitivity i.e. class 5. 

  

1. Northeast Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymoe) 

3.102      Poor wind resource 

  
2. Shannon and Suck River Valley between Portumna and Ballinasloe 

3.103      Poor wind resource 

  
3. East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna) 

3.104      Poor wind resource 

  
4. Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort) 

3.105      Poor wind resource 

  
5. Northeast Galway (Tuam environs). 

3.106      Poor wind resource 

  
6. Slieve Aughty Mountains Landscape sensitivity principally class 3-high 
Wind farm potential rating for majority of area- 'Strategic areas' 

3.107      Slieve Aughty Mountain area potentially has adequate wind resource for wind 

farm development and has an acceptable landscape sensitivity class i.e. class 3-high. 

Views within this area are generally restricted by existing woodland, which would also 

restrict visibility towards the proposed turbines thus reducing the size of the zone of 

visual influence. There are no areas of unique sensitivity in the surrounding 

landscape with high scenic quality therefore visual intrusion of scenic views is 

unlikely as a result of wind farm development. However mitigation of visual impacts 

on the slopes of the mountains resulting from infrastructure to the turbines is 

required to minimise any long distance views. 

3.108      There are several small areas with statutory nature designations and it is 

recommended that wind farms are limited to the zone of 30m from the perimeter of 

these areas to minimise ecological damage. Additionally a zone of 50m is 

recommended around forestry. Other restrictions, which may apply, are as listed in 



table 2.3 and should be considered in detail with the developer. 

  
7. Northwest Lough Derg. 

3.109      Poor wind resource 

  
8. Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion). Landscape sensitivity class 4-special 

and an area of class 2-moderate. Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for 
consideration' and 'Strategic area' 

3.110      The western section of this area, which is landscape sensitivity class 4-special, 

has several nature designation i.e. NHA and SAC and is an ‘Area for consideration’. The 

development of wind farms within these areas may only be within the exclusion areas 
listed in table 2.3.  

3.111      The eastern side of this area has no designated land and is a ‘Strategic area’. It 

may be suitable for wind farm development subject to the zone of visual influence and 

the perceived visual impact caused by the turbines from within the viewpoints of the 

adjacent Burren National Park. Additionally the undulating nature of the land in the 

eastern side of this area combined with the existing planting will provide a degree of 
ground level screening for residential properties in the surrounding area. 

  
9. Inveran to Galway City coastline Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with a 

parallel strip of class 4-special. Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for 
consideration' and 'Strategic area' 

3.112      The scenic coastal stretch incorporating several Natural Heritage Areas is rated 

‘Area for consideration’ for wind farm development. This is due to the landscape 

sensitivity rating-class 4’Special’. Within this area it is recommended that wind farms 

be located only in the 30m perimeter zone around the NHA's. Additionally no wind 

farms are recommended for the immediate coastal zone i.e. at least 100m above the 

high tide mark, to maintain pedestrian access to the shoreline and to minimise 

intrusion upon the sea backdrop of the Galway coast from the coastal road.  

3.113      To the immediate north of the road the landscape is rated as a ‘Strategic area’ 

where wind farm development is considered appropriate to the landscape setting. The 

turbines would not intrude upon views of the scenic coast but would be seen against a 
backdrop to the foothills of the Connemara Mountains. 

  
10. East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk). Landscape 

sensitivity class 3-high with pockets of class 4-special. Wind farm potential 
rating- 'Area for consideration' and 'Strategic area' 

3.114      Much of the western part of this area is landscape sensitivity class 4-special due 

to nature conservation designations i.e. NHA and SAC; these areas are rated as ‘Areas 

for consideration’ for wind farm development. In order to protect the environments of 



these areas exclusion zones outlined in table 2.3 should apply.  

3.115      Outside the nature conservation sites the landscape is zoned as a ‘Strategic 
area’ where wind farm development is considered appropriate to the landscape setting. 

3.116      Mitigation of visual impacts on the slopes of the mountains resulting from 
infrastructure to the turbines is required to minimise any long distance views. 

  
11. Lough Corrib and environs. Landscape sensitivity class 5-unique with 

pockets of class 4-special and class 3-high. Wind farm potential rating- 'Area 
for consideration', 'Strategic area' and 'No go area'. 

3.117      Lough Corrib itself is of landscape sensitivity class 5-unique and is valued for its 

outstanding scenic value. It is also designated as NHA, SAC and SPA and the water 

body should be excluded from wind farm development. Additionally due to its ecological 

significant it is recommended that a specific exclusion zone of approx. 50m be 

established around the immediate lough water edge to protect ecological habitats from 

the impacts, which may occur during the wind farm construction phase. It is also 

recommended that development of wind farms be excluded from the area between the 

lough and the perimeter road to limit visual intrusion for tourist of the lough. As such 
all land inside the perimeter road be zoned as a 'No go area'. 

3.118      The small pocket of land around Knockferry classified as landscape sensitivity 

3-special and is zoned as 'Strategic Area' where wind farm development is considered 

appropriate to the landscape setting. This are is low in scenic value and has no nature 
conservation designation. 

3.119      The area outside the lough perimeter road is zoned as an 'Area for 

consideration'. This area is of scenic value associated with the lough and the adjacent 

Connemara Mountains. It is recommended that careful attention is given to establishing 

a zone of visual influence' for any wind farms in this location to note the potential 

visual intrusion of long distance views from elevated walkway within the Connemara 
Mountains.  

3.120      Note only the western half of the Lough Corrib area has been classified as an 
area of wind speed resource potential. 

  
12. South foothills of east Connemara Mountains (west of Salthill to 

Rossaveel). Landscape sensitivity class 4-special and class 3-high. Wind farm 
potential rating- 'Area for consideration' and 'Strategic area'. 

3.121      The western section of this area incorporates several Natural Heritage Areas 

and is rated ‘Area for consideration’ for wind farm development. This is due to the 

landscape sensitivity rating-class 4’Special’. Within this area it is recommended that 

wind farms be located only in the 30m perimeter zone around the NHA's. 

3.122      On the eastern side of this area the landscape is rated as a ‘Strategic area’ 

where wind farm development is considered appropriate to the landscape setting. From 

the scenic coast road the turbines would not intrude upon views of the coast but would 



be seen against a backdrop to the foothills of the Connemara Mountains to the north. 

  
13. East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18/N67 road). 

Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with the coastal strip class 4-special. Wind 
farm potential rating- 'Area for consideration' and  'Strategic area'. 

3.123      The coastal stretch of Galway Bay is a Natural Heritage Area in its entirety. This 

designation includes areas of the shoreline plus several SPA's and SAC's and is rated 

‘Area for consideration’ for wind farm development. Additionally no wind farms are 

recommended for the immediate coastal zone i.e. at least 100m above the high tide 

mark, to maintain pedestrian access to the shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon 
the sea backdrop of the Galway coast from the coastal road.  

3.124      To the immediate east of the road the landscape is rated as a ‘Strategic area’ 

where wind farm development is considered appropriate to the landscape setting. The 

turbines would not intrude upon views of the scenic coast but would be seen against a 

backdrop to the foothills of the Connemara Mountains. 
14. West Connemara. Landscape sensitivity class 4-special. Wind farm 
potential rating for majority of area- 'Area for consideration'. 

3.125      This area is almost entirely covered by the NHA nature designation and it is 

recommended that wind farms be located only in the 30m perimeter zone to minimise 

impact on the sensitive ecological resource. 

  
15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands. Landscape sensitivity class 3-special 

with the coastal strip class 4-special . Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for 
consideration' and 'Strategic area'. 

3.126      The landscape is flat, open, rough grass and scrub with frequents rocky out 

crops. There are many small scale residential and community developments within this 

area most with south and west facing views towards Galway Bay. This area is zoned as 

a 'Strategic Area' for wind farm potential due to its landscape sensitivity classification 

(class 3-high). Due to the small scale of existing development it is recommended that 

wind turbines be limited to small clusters to match the intimate scale of the landscape 

and the nature of existing development within the area. It is also recommended that 

wind turbines be located on the eastern side of the island to maintain the unimpeded 
west facing coastal views. 

3.127      No wind farms are recommended for an area of 100m above the high tide mark 

which is zoned as an 'Area for consideration', to maintain pedestrian access to the 

shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon the sea backdrop of the Galway coast from 
the coastal road.  

  
16. West foothills of east Connemara Mountains. (Glenicmurrin Lough 

environs). Landscape sensitivity class 3-high . Wind farm potential rating- 

'Area for consideration' and 'Strategic area'. 

3.128      This is an area of low scenic value but with many nature conservation 



designations on the northern and southern sides and is zoned as ‘Area for 

consideration’.  It is recommended that wind farms be located only in the 30m 

perimeter zone to minimise impact on the sensitive ecological resource.  

3.129      Outside the above nature designated areas, is zoned as 'Strategic Areas' where 

wind farm development is considered appropriate to the landscape setting. 

  
17. Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh). Landscape sensitivity class 3-high with 

the coastal strip class 4-special. Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for 
consideration' and 'Strategic area'. 

3.130      The landscape is scenic, comprising undulating rough grass and scrub. There 

are many residential and community developments within this area most with south 

and west facing views towards Lettermore and Gorumna Islands and the Bay beyond. 

This area excluding the coastal zone is zoned as a 'Strategic Area' for wind farm 

potential due to its landscape sensitivity classification (class 3-high). Due to the small 

scale of existing development it is recommended that wind turbines be limited to small 

clusters to match the intimate scale of the landscape and the nature of existing 
development within the area.  

3.131      No wind farms are recommended for an area of 100m above the high tide mark 

which is zoned as an 'Area for consideration', to maintain pedestrian access to the 

shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon the sea backdrop of the Galway coast from 

the coastal road. Additional it is preferred if wind farms are located to the land side of 

the coastal road also to maintain uninterrupted coastal views for vehicular traffic. 
   

18. Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks. Landscape sensitivity class 4 
Special.Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for consideration'. 

3.132      There are several nature conservation designations in this area it is classified as 

an ‘Area for consideration’. It is recommended that wind farms be located only in the 

30m perimeter zone to minimise impact on the sensitive ecological resource. 

Additionally no wind farms are recommended for an area of 100m above the high tide 

mark, to maintain pedestrian access to the shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon 

the sea backdrop of the highly scenic west coast from the coastal roads (R340 and 

R342). Additional it is preferred if wind farms are located to the land side of the coastal 

road also to maintain uninterrupted coastal views for vehicular traffic. 
19. West Coast (Roundstone to Clifden). Landscape sensitivity class 4 Special. 
Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for consideration'. 

3.133      The landscape from Roundstone to Clifden is low lying, harsh and exposed. 

There is very little development along this stretch of coastline and this has helped to 

maintain the high scenic quality and undisturbed views and as such it is classified as an 

‘Area for consideration’. No wind farms are for an area of 100m above the high tide 

mark, to maintain pedestrian access to the shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon 

the sea backdrop of the highly scenic west coast from the coastal road (R341). 

Additional it is preferred if wind farms are located to the land side of the coastal road 

also to maintain uninterrupted coastal views for vehicular traffic.  



3.134      Additionally there are several nature conservation designations in this area and 

it is recommended that wind farms be located only in the 30m perimeter zone to 

minimise impact on the sensitive ecological resource. 
20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour). Class 3-High with a 

coastal edge of Class 4-Special. Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for 
consideration'. 

3.135      There are several random areas of nature conservation designation in this area 

and as such it is classified as an ‘Area for consideration’. It is recommended that wind 

farms be located only in the 30m perimeter zone to minimise impact on the sensitive 
ecological resource. 

3.136      No wind farms are recommended for an area of 100m above the high tide 

mark, to maintain pedestrian access to the shoreline and to minimise intrusion upon 

the sea backdrop of the highly scenic west coast from the coastal road (N59). 

Additional it is preferred if wind farms are located to the land side of the coastal road 
also to maintain uninterrupted coastal views for vehicular traffic.  

  
21. Killary Harbour and southern banks. Landscape sensitivity class 5 
Unique.Wind farm potential rating- 'No go area'. 

3.137      In addition to the nature conservation designations of this area i.e. NHA, the 

water edge is highly scenic and therefore is highly sensitive to development of any 

kind. Wind farms development is considered inappropriate to the landscape character 

of this area. 
22. Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and 

Derryclare Lough).Landscape sensitivity class 5 Unique. Wind farm potential 
rating- 'Area for consideration' and 'No go areas'  

3.138      This area is highly scenic in particular within the National Park and is therefore 

highly sensitive to development. Due to the unique combination of statutory nature 

designations, outstanding scenic qualities and high cultural value of the National Park it 
is recommended as a 'No go area' for wind farm development. 

3.139      Outside the National Park wind farm potential rating is 'Area for consideration' 

and development is subject to the restrictions of the exclusion zones in table 2.3. 

Additionally due to the overall unique sensitivity of the landscape within this area 

infrastructure for the wind farms should be limited to a distance of say 200-300m from 

an existing road. Also the visual influence of any wind farm development should not 

impact significantly on views from the National park. Strict visual mitigation measures 

are required within this area. 
23. Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough Mask). 

Landscape sensitivity class 5 Unique with road corridors of class 4-Special. 
Wind farm potential rating- 'Area for consideration'. 

3.140      In this area wind farm potential rating is 'Area for consideration' and 

development is subject to the restrictions of the exclusion zones in table 2.3. 

Additionally due to the overall unique sensitivity of the landscape within this area 

infrastructure for the wind farms should be limited to a distance of say 200-300m from 

an existing road. Also the visual influence of any wind farm development should not 

impact significantly on views from the National park and as such are more appropriate 



on the eastern side of the area. Strict visual mitigation measures are required within 

this area. 
24. Aran Islands. Landscape sensitivity class 5-Unique. Wind farm potential 
rating- 'Area for consideration' and 'No go areas'. 

3.141      The landscape of the Aran Islands is flat, open and highly scenic. The 

northeast-facing coast slopes gently down to the water edge and is visible from the 

mainland on Galway Bay. Development has already occurred along this northeastern 

side of the island and the landscape is not quite as dramatic and unique as the rugged 

coastline on the western side. Additionally there are stretches of the northeastern 

coast, which have no nature conservation designations, therefore no ecological damage 
would occur as a result of wind farm development. 

3.142      The northeastern section of the island is classified as an ‘Area for consideration’ 

and it is recommended that wind farm development be restricted to the northeastern 
side of the island. 

3.143      The southwestern section is classified as a ‘No go area’ in order to minimise 

disruption to the relatively undisturbed and unique landscape elements all of which are 

classified as nature conservation sites.   
  

25. Lough Rea. Landscape sensitivity class 4 Special. Wind farm potential 
rating- 'Area for consideration'. 

3.144      The landscape surrounding Lough Rea is flat; vegetation encloses the water 

body and has created an intimate setting. Development of wind farms should be in 

small clusters in keeping with the intimate scale of the landscape. There is a nature 

conservation area i.e. NHA, along the south west of the Lough and wind farm 

development should be as recommended in table 2.3 for exclusion zones, additionally 

the turbines should be set back approximately 50m from the water edge to protect 

the aquatic habitats.  
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LANDSCAPE 

CHARACTER 

AREA 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUES: 
CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUES: 
SOCIO  
ECONOMIC 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUES: 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

LANDSCAPE 

VALUES: 
TOTAL 

RATING 
1  North east 

Galway 

(Balinasloe to 

Ballymoe)    

Low  Low  Low  Low  



2  Shannon and 

Suck River 

Valley 

between 

Portumna and 

Ballinasloe    

Medium  Medium-High  Medium  Medium  

3  East central 

Galway 

(Athenry, 

Ballinasloe to 

Portumna)    

Low  Low  Low  Low  

4  Southeast 

Galway 

(Clarinbridge 

to Gort)    

Medium  Medium  Medium  Medium  

5  Northeast 

Galway (Tuam 

environs)    

Low  Low  Low  Low  

6  Slieve Aughty 

Mountains    
Medium  Medium-High  Medium  Medium  

7  Northwest 

Lough Derg    
Medium  Medium-High  Medium  Medium  

8  Lower Burren 

(Co. Galway 

portion)    

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

9  Inveran to 

Galway City 

coastline    

High  High  High  High  

10  East 

Connemara 

Mountains 

(Moycullen, 

Oughterard to 

Loughanillaun) 

   

High  High  High  High  

11  Lough Corrib 

and environs    
Outstanding  High -

outstanding  
High -outstanding  Outstanding 

12  South foothills 

of east 

Connemara 

Mountains 

(Ouranavilla 

Tully to 

Tonabrocky)    

Medium  Low- 

Medium  
High  Medium *  

13  East Galway 

Bay 

(Oranmore to 

Kinvarra Bay 

and inland to 

N18 road)    

High  High  High  High  

14  West 

Connemara    
Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  



15  Lettermore 

and Gorumna 

Islands    

High  High  High  High  

16  West foothills 

of east 

Connemara 

Mountains    

High  High  High  High  

17  Carraroe 

(Cashla Bay to 

Glencoh)    

High  High  High  High  

18  Bertraghboy 

bay and 

eastern banks 

   

High  High  High  High  

19  West Coast 

(Gorteen bay 

to Clifden). 

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

20  West Coast 

(Clifden to 

mouth of 

Killary 

Harbour)    

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

21  Killary 

Harbour and 

southern 

banks    

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

22  Connemara 

National Park 

(including 

Lough Fee, 

Lough Inagh 

and 

Derryclare 

Lough)    

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

23  Joyces 

Country 

(including 

Lehanagh 

Loughs and 

south Lough 

Mask)    

Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  

24  Aran Islands    Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  Outstanding  
25  Lough Rea    High  High  High  High  
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Rivers

Character Areas

National Primary Roads

Ridge Lines

Scheduled Towns

Zone of Settlement Potential

Urban Areas

Proposed Natural Heritage 
Areas (includes geological 
heritage sites)

1 - Knockash Hill
2 - Marblehill
3 - Alan Lees Quarry
4 - Derrybrien
5 - Knockmaa / Headford
6 - Ballyglunin
7 - Merlin Park
8 - Rinville
9 - Rahasane Turlough
10 - Abbey Hill
11 - Boleyneendorrish
12 - Castleedaly
13 - Caherglassaun Lough
14 - Kinvara Rising
15 - Kinvara Lowlands
16 - Owenriff Falls
17 - Rushveala Quarry
18 - Gortnan Darragh
19 - Knocknacoura
20 - Cong Isthmus
21 - Inishbernagh
22 - Rossroe Peninsula
23 - Owenduff
24 - Owenglin River
25 - Finny River
26 - Bencorragh
27 - Claggan
28 - Lissoughter
29 - Recess
30 - Lough Oorid
31 - Errisbeg and Bogland
32 - Dogs Bay
33 - Mace
34 - Mace River
35 - Murvey
36 - South Connemara Group
37 - Cleggan Head
38 - Streamstown Marble
39 - Streamstown Bay
40 - Mannin Bay
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# Lakes
Rivers

Character Areas

National Primary Roads
Ridge Lines

Scheduled towns

Zone of Settlement Potential

Urban Areas

NR (Nature Reserve)

1 -  North east Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of Salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glenicurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea
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National Parks

1 -  North east Galway (Balinsloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 - Northwest Loch Derg
8 - Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills east of Connemara Mountains
       (west of Salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and GorumnaIslands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glenicmurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea
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of Galway County

Monuments

Legend

1 -  North east Galway (Ballymore)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountans
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co.Galway portion)
9  -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glenicmurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea

Landscape and Landscape 
Character Assessment

of Galway County

Landscape Character Areas

National Secondary Roads 

Regional Roads 
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Forest Suitability Map
of Galway County

Areas that are Generally
Suitable for Forestry

Legend

Note 1

Forestry is not recommended in areas covered
by a nature designation. However native 
woodland planting may be appropriate within 
some of these designated areas

Note 2

All forestry planting must be located at a
minimum distance of 60m from buildings and
houses

Note 3

Consultation with Duchas is required in respect 
of a recommended exclusion zone when siting
forestry close to known monuments listed on 
the Record of Monuments and Places

Note 4

Within Connemara National Park and Joyces
Country, coniferous forestry is to be located
below the 400m contour
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      Portumna)
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11 - Lough Corrib and environs
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1 -  Northeast Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
       Portumna)
4 -  Southeast galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of Salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glwnicmurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 Lough Rea
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No go areas - where wind farm development is
considered inappropriate i.e. wind resource at 
or above 6m/sec

Areas for Consideration - where each project 
would be dealt with on its merits i.e. wind 
resource at above 6m/sec. Wind turbines 
permitted only  around perimeter of nature
conservation sites, or above high tide mark
etc (see text table 2.3)

Strategic Areas - Where wind farm
development is considered appropriate 
i.e. wind resource at or above 6m/sec 
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Landscape and Landscape 
Character Assessment of

Galway County

1 -  North east Galway (Balinasloe to ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe
      to Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co.Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and Southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea

Landscape Character Areas

Figure 5
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Areas of wind resource potential - 
wind speed estimated at 6m/sec 
or above, based on preliminary 
mapping, accuracy is not 
guaranteed
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Landscape and Landscape 
Character Assessment of

Galway County

1 -  North east Galway (Balinasloe to ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe
      to Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co.Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and Southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea

Landscape Character Areas

Figure 5a
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1 - Church Spire at Aughrim
2 - Quarry Plant on R355 between Ballinasloe and Laurencetown
3 - Clontuskert Abbey
4 - Townhouse at Junction of R355 and third class road at Laurencetown
5 - Folly located southwest of Laurencetown
6 - Water Tower and St Josephs Church located at Killimor
7 - Water Tower
8 - Church steeple north of Portumna and west of the R355
9 - 2 church towers in Portumna
10 - Kilnaleckin Friary located on the R353
11 - Views of the Slieve Aughty Mountains from the R351 north of Woodford
12 - Church spires in Loughrea
13 - Church Ruins located adjacent to the N65
14 - Ivy covered castle ruins south of the N6
15 - St Cuans Church, Ahascragh
16 - Old mill, Ahascragh
17 - Woodlawn Parish Church and Moat
18 - Stately Home northwest of Junction of R348 and R359
19 - Lough northwest of Moylough
20 - Kilcullagh Lough
21 - Lough southeast of Glenamaddy
22 - Slieve Dart
23 - Mount Mary
25 - Tuam - High Cross
26 - Knockmoy Abbey southeast of Tuam
27 - Summerville Lough northeast of junction of N63 and R332
28 - Slieve Aughty Mountains
29 - Castle ruins northwest of Loughrea located on the R349
30 - Church ruins located on the R349 adjacent to a megalithic tomb
31 - Round tower located within an historic
Settlement area. There are a large selection of 
old monuments located on this section of the R349
32 - Heritage centre located to the east of Athenry
33 - Anthony Dalys Monument located at Monivea
34 - Reservoir located north of the R339 northeast of Galway
35 - Church and cemetery ruins atClaregalway
36 - Church ruins south of the N63
37 - Castle at Monivea
38 - Castle ruins northeast of Monivea
39 - Castle ruins southwest of Loughrea on the N66
40 - Castle ruins at Castletaylor South northeast of the N18
41 - Old church and castle north of Ardrahan
42 - Old church and well north of Kinvara
43 - Round tower at Kinvara
44 - Castle ruins southwest of Gort
45 - Cill Mac Dhuach - historic ecclesiastical village
46 - Castle ruins south of Cill Mac Dhuach
47 - Gatehouse on third class 
48 - Gatehouse and castle at the junction of N18 and R461
49 - Three old church ruins adjacent to the N66
50 - Castle ruins adjacent to the N66
51 - Church ruins and graveyard located adjacent to the N66
52 - Gate House and a number of castle ruins adjacent southeast of Ardrahan
53 - Kiltartan Museum and church ruins north of Gort
54 - Church at Corrandulla
55 - Castle ruins southwest of Ballyconnellan
56 - Castle ruins at Cloomoon
57 - Headford Castle
58 - Ross Emily Castle northwest of Headford
59 - St Josephs church, Shrule
60 - Shrule Castle
61 - Castle ruins north of Shrule
62 - Parish church of Kilmaine
63 - Gods of the Neale and Cemetary, Neale
64 - Cairn and stone circle, Moytura
65 - Ashford Castle and Abbey
66 - Knockmaa visible from the N64
67 - Maamturk Mountains visible from the R334
68 - Keeraunnageeragh, Glentrasna and Knocknalee Hill visible from the R345
69 - Devils Mother visible from the R345
70 - View of the River Corrib from the N59
71 - View of the headland Illaunafamona
72 - View of the sea from north of Bearna
73 - View of Lough Inch from the surrounding Third Class Roads
74 - View of North Clare Coast
75 - View of Loch Bhain Ui Choinc
76 - View of Lough Corrib
77 - View of Catholic church and High Tower in Spiddle
78,79,80 - View of several peaks south of the N59
81 - View of Ross Lake
82 - View of Islands on Lough Corrib
83 - Church of the Immaculate Conception, Oughterard
84 - Lackadunna
85 - Keeraunagark North

86 - Castle ruins located on Lough corrib south of the R345
87 - House located on Ballinahinch Lough
88 - Castle ruins on island on Ballinahinch Lough
89 - Kylemore Abbey on shores of Kylemore Lough
90 - Knockbrack
91 - Maumtrasna and 'Devils Mother'
92 - Sheefry Hill
93 - Mweelrea Mountains
94 - The Twelve Pins
95 - Maumturk Mountains
96 - Bertraghboy Bay
97 - Mweenish Bay
98 - Kilkieran Bay
99 - Views to Roundstone
100 - Views to Mweenish Island
101 - Cnoc Mordain
102 - Views to Finnish Island and small beach
103 - Lettermore Island
104 - Gorumna Island
105 - Views across water and islands north of Lettermore Island
106 - Carraroe
107 - Rossaveel
108 - Dun Aonghsa
109 - Ring fort at highest point on the island
110 - Cill Ronain - only urban settlement on the island
111 - Tully Mountain
112 - Ballynakill Harbour
113 - Streamstown Bay
114 - Clifden
115 - Clifden Bay
116 - Wetland area southeast of Clifden
117 - Bunowen Bay
118 - baalyconneely Bay, views from R341
119 - Rockfields south of Maumeen Lough
120 - Roundstone
121 - Views of Roundstone Bay
122 - Views of western end of The Twelve Pins
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1 -  North east Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion)
9 - Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of Salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glenicmurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea 
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All Nature Designations 
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1 -  Northeast Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
10 - East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen,
       Recess to Glinsk)
11 - Lough Corrib and environs
12 - South foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (west of Salthill to Rossaveel)
13 - East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay
       and inland to N18 road)
14 - West Connemara
15 - Lettermore and Gorumna Islands
16 - West foothills of east Connemara Mountains
       (Glenicmurrin Lough environs)
17 - Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh)
18 - Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks
19 - West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden)
20 - West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary
       Harbour)
21 - Killary Harbour and southern banks
22 - Connemara National Park (including Lough
       Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough)
23 - Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs
       and south Lough Mask)
24 - Aran Islands
25 - Lough Rea
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Landscape Value Rating

1 -  North east Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe)
2 -  Shannon and Suck River Valley between
      Portumna and Ballinasloe
3 -  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to
      Portumna)
4 -  Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)
5 -  Northeast Galway (Tuam environs)
6 -  Slieve Aughty Mountains
7 -  Northwest Loch Derg
8 -  Lower Burren (Co.Galway portion)
9 -  Inveran to Galway City coastline
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  Landscape and Landscape Character Assessment  
for County Galway 

  

  Appendices - Plates illustrating Landscape Character Areas   
  North East Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymee)   
  East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe, Portumna)   
  South East Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort)   
  North West Lough Derg   
  Burren, Co. Galway   
  East Connemara Mountains 1 (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk)   
  Lough Corrib and Environs   
  East Connemara Mountains 2 (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk)   

  South foothills of east Connemara Mountains (West of Salthill to 

Rossaveel)   

  East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra and inland to N18 route)   
  West Connemara   
  Lettermore and Gorumna Island Complex1    
  Lettermore and Gorumna Island Complex 2    

  West foothills of east connemara mountains (Screeb Cross to Casla and 

inland to Glenicmurrin Lough)   

  Berbraghboy and Eastern Banks   
  Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and South Lough Mask   
  West Coast (Roundstone to Clifden)   
  Killary Harbour and Southern Banks   
  Aran Islands 1   
  Aran Islands 2   
  Aran Islands 3   
  Aran Islands (Inisheer)   
  Rashane Turlough South East Galway(Clarinbridge to Gort)   

  Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and 

Derryclare   

  Aerial photo of Banagher Bridge between Portumna and Ballinasloe over 

the River Shannon   

      

  Please Submit your comments to: 
planning@galwaycoco.ie 

  

  

http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1a.pdf
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http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1f.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1g.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1g.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1g.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1h.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1h.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1i.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1i.pdf
http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app1j.pdf
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Plate 1: Landscape Character                                 North East Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymee) 

Plate 2: Landscape Character                    East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe, Portumna) 
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Plate 3: Landscape Character                                            South East Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort) 

Plate 4: Landscape Character                                                                   North West Lough Derg 
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Plate 5: Landscape Character                                                                            Burren, Co. Galway 

Plate 6: Landscape Character                  East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk) 
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Plate7: Landscape Character                                                                      Lough Corrib and Environs 

Plate 8: Landscape Character                  East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, Recess to Glinsk) 
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 Plate 9: Landscape Character         South foothills of east Connemara Mountains (West of Salthill to 
Rossaveel) 

 Plate 10: Landscape Character               East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra and inland to 
N18 route) 
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Plate 11: Landscape Character                                                               West Connemara  

Plate 12 Landscape Character                               Lettermore and Gorumna Island Complex 
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Plate 13: Landscape Character                              Lettermore and Gorumna Island Complex 

 Plate 14: Landscape Character                 West foothills of east connemara mountains (Screeb Cross 
to Casla and inland to Glenicmurrin Lough)  
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Plate 15: Landscape Character                                                    Berbraghboy and Eastern Banks 

Plate 16: Landscape Character                     Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and 
South Lough Mask                                             
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 Plate 17: Landscape Character                                        West Coast (Roundstone to Clifden) 

 Plate 18: Landscape Character                                        Killary Harbour and Southern Banks 
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Plate 19: Landscape Character                                                                 Aran Islands 

Plate 20: Landscape Character                                                                 Aran Islands 
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Plate 21: Landscape Character                                                                 Aran Islands 

Plate 22: Landscape Character                                                                 Aran Islands (Inisheer) 
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Plate 23: Landscape Character                                          Rashane Turlough South East Galway 
                                                                                          (Clarinbridge to Gort)                                                              

Plate 24: Landscape Character           Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough 
Inagh and Derryclare                                                            
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Plate 25: Shannon and Suck River Valley               Aerial photo of Banagher Bridge                 
between Portumna and Ballinasloe                           over the River Shannon                                                           
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Appendix 2 A – Landscape Character Values: 

Note - * refers to areas with pockets of varying landscape value rating (see Figure 2 Landscape values) 
 

LANDSCAPE CHARACTER AREA LANDSCAPE 
VALUES: 
CULTURAL 

LANDSCAPE VALUES: 
SOCIO  
ECONOMIC 

LANDSCAPE VALUES: 
ENVIRONMENTAL 

LANDSCAPE 
VALUES: 
TOTAL RATING 

1 North east Galway (Balinasloe to Ballymoe) 

 
Low Low Low Low 

2 Shannon and Suck River Valley between 
Portumna and Ballinasloe 

 

Medium Medium-High Medium Medium 

3 East central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to 
Portumna) 

 

Low Low Low Low 

4 Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort) 

 
Medium Medium Medium Medium 

5 Northeast Galway (Tuam environs) 

 
Low Low Low Low 

6 Slieve Aughty Mountains 

 
Medium Medium-High Medium Medium 

7 Northwest Lough Derg 

 
Medium Medium-High Medium Medium 

8 Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion) 

 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

9 Inveran to Galway City coastline 

 
High High High High 
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10 East Connemara Mountains (Moycullen, 
Oughterard to Loughanillaun) 

 

High High High High 

11 Lough Corrib and environs 

 
Outstanding High -outstanding High -outstanding Outstanding 

12 South foothills of east Connemara Mountains 
(Ouranavilla Tully to Tonabrocky) 

 

Medium Low- Medium High Medium * 

13 East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay 
and inland to N18 road) 

 

High High High High 

14 West Connemara 

 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

15 Lettermore and Gorumna Islands 

 
High High High High 

16 West foothills of east Connemara Mountains 

 
High High High High 

17 Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh) 

 
High High High High 

18 Bertraghboy bay and eastern banks 

 
High High High High 

19 West Coast (Gorteen bay to Clifden). Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

20 West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary 
Harbour) 

 

Outstanding  Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

21 Killary Harbour and southern banks 

 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 
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22 Connemara National Park (including Lough 
Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough) 

 

Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

23 Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs 
and south Lough Mask) 

 

Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

24 Aran Islands 

 
Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding Outstanding 

25 Lough Rea 

 
High High High High 

 



Landscape and Landscape Character Assessment for Galway      Galway County Council 

Word97\1926\Landscape Values20/12/01.doc 

1. North East Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymoe) – Landscape Value Rating - Low 
Cultural Values (Overall Low) Socio economic Values (Overall Low) Environmental (Overall Low) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat to undulating pasture with field boundaries 
defined by ditches and hedgerows. 

 
 A small number of bogs in this area. 

 
 Occasional clumps of coniferous commercial 

forestry to be found. 
 
 Loughs are significant landscape element but are 

only visible at short range. 
 
 Views of Slievedart mountain for up to 10 

kilometres. 
 
 1 National monument to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
The River Suck - SPA, NHA 
Bogs (approx 22sq km) – NHA 
Bogs (approx 30 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
Turloughs (approx 2 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 

 High sense of community in this area due to the 
dispersal of several small urban settlements. Those 
living adjacent to small villages would have strong 
connections with the area.  

 Agriculture is possibly one of the main forms of 
employment in this area.  

 There is a large amount of ribbon development in 
the area. The scattered urban settlements serve 
these dwellings. 

 Two loughs adjacent to Glenamaddy could be used 
for water-sports, depending on water quality.   

 There are a large number of site monuments 
located in the vicinity of the R364 between 
Glenamaddy and Ballymoe.  

 There are a large number of small loughs located to 
the west of Williamstown. Both the R360 and 
R327 run adjacent to these loughs.  

 Various third class roads in the vicinity of the 
location of a large number of designated NHA's in 
this area.  A good road network could promote this 
area as a scenic location.  

 Shiven, Suck, Sinking and Bunowen Rivers.  The 
overall water quality of these rivers is unpolluted to 
slightly polluted.  In the past these rivers have 
suffered from agricultural pollution.  

 
 Flat to undulating lowland with small areas of 

Blanket Peat but mainly consisting of dry mineral 
soils.   

 
 Main towns in this area are Glennamaddy, 

Ballymoe and Mountbellow Bridge.   
 
 Traffic is heavy on N63. 

 
 Air quality in towns and large residential areas may 

be of poorer quality during winter due to 
combustion of fossil fuel (Peat) which produces 
high levels of Methane and Carbon dioxide. 

 
 Prevailing winds form Atlantic Ocean refresh and 

cleanse the air. 
 
 Biodiversity in this area is high as the River Suck, 

turloughs and bogs within this area have natural 
habitats, fauna and flora which are of European 
importance.   
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2. Shannon and Suck River Valley (between Portumna and Ballinasloe) – Landscape Value Rating - Medium 
Cultural Values (Overall Medium) Socio economic Values (Overall Medium - High) Environmental (Overall Medium) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat grassland with river as main landscape 
element. 

 
 Some vegetation, including mature trees along the 

river edge environment. 
 
 Distant views can be gained of the Slieve Aughty 

Mountains. 
 
 Scenic quality is higher in this area than that found 

in the flat pastoral areas of the county (areas 1, 3 
and 5). This is due to the unique features such as 
the rivers Shannon and Suck and the views of the 
Slieve Aughty Mountains. 

 
 No National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
The Rivers Shannon and Suck - SPA, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 There is a lot of public recreation in this area due to 
the River Shannon – angling, river cruises, and 
water sports. 

 Value to the local economy is high due to the 
tourist interest in the area – nationally and 
internationally.  

 Sense of community is high due to small local 
businesses depending on the River Shannon and 
the tourist industry. 

 Educational interest is high – River Shannon 
longest river in Ireland. 

 Watercourses in the area consist of Shannon River, 
Suck River, Shannon Harbour and Grand Canal.   

 The overall water quality of these rivers are 
unpolluted to slightly polluted.  In the past these 
rivers have suffered from agricultural pollution.  

 There has been an overall improvement in the 
water quality within the River Shannon system.  
There has however been an increase in the length 
of channel affected by serious pollution from 0.8% 
to 1.1.1 

 Settlements in the area include Banagher and 
Portumna.     

 Heavy traffic on N65 which crosses Shannon near 
Portumna. 

 Air quality in towns and large residential areas may 
be of poorer quality during winter due to 
combustion of fossil fuel (Peat) which produces 
high levels of Methane and Carbon dioxide. 

 Flat to undulating lowland.  Grey Brown Podzolics 
surrounding River Shannon.   

 Biodiversity within Shannon and Suck River is 
high as natural habitats, fauna and flora are 
protected under European law.  

                                                           
1 DoE - Environmental Bulletin Developments in the area of Environmental Protection – issue 51 – November 2001. 
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3. East Central Galway (Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portuma) – Landscape Value Rating - Low 
Cultural Values (Overall Low) Socio economic Values (Overall Low) Environmental (Overall Low) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat pastoral landscape of fields bounded by stone 
walls. 

 
 Scattered patches of bogland containing scrub and 

scattered mature trees. 
 
 Generally this area is not noteworthy in terms of 

scenic value. 
 
 Views of Kilconnell Abbey for up to 1km 

 
 Views of  St Cuan’s Church at Ahascragh for up to 

0.5 km. 
 
 Scenic route – R359 between Castleblakeney and 

Killaan cross. 
 
 Minor route between Mountbellewbridge and 

Ballyforan is scenic. 
 
 15 National monuments are located in this area. 

Many of these cannot be viewed from a distance 
and therefore contribute little in terms of wider 
scenic value. They are of interest at a very local 
level historically. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 

 Development potential is high in this area due to 
the nature of the landscape, mostly flat pastureland 
and interspersed patches of bogland. A large 
amount of scattered residential development 
already exists in this area.  

 The area is well served with national and third class 
roads. 

 Ballinasloe is the principle urban settlement in this 
area. Employment opportunities exist primarily in 
Ballinasloe, Portumna and Athenry.  

 Agricultural and peat production are the main 
forms of rural enterprise.  

 Social identity and property ownership is high due 
to the large number of detached residential 
dwelling located throughout this area. Those living 
adjacent to small urban settlements would have 
strong links with those areas. Social identity would 
also therefore be high. Probably a lot of in-
migration due to employment prospects and 
available sites for development 

 Lots of open views from Castleblakeney to 
Menlough.  

 There are a number of national monuments located 
between Ballinasloe and Kilconnell – possible 
scenic route of scientific interest. 

 Portumna is also a tourist attraction due to its 
location on the shores of Lough Mask.  

 Rivers include Abbert, Raford, Ahascragh and 
Kilcrow.     

 Most rivers within this area are unpolluted with the 
exception of a few which are slightly polluted from 
agricultural pollutants. 

 Settlements in the area include Athenry, Portumna, 
Ballinasloe and Loughrea.   All these roads pass 
through Lough Rea. 

 Traffic on N65, N6 and N63 is heavy.    In 1998 
there was an increase of 25.67% in the number of 
Vehicles registered in Galway. 

 Air quality in towns and large residential areas may 
be of poorer quality during winter due to 
combustion of fossil fuel (Peat) which produces 
high levels of Methane and Carbon dioxide. 

 Flat to undulating lowland.  Degraded Grey Brown 
Podzolics.  Shallow Brown Earth’s and Rendzinas 

 Biodiversity is medium in certain areas for example 
8sq km are of European importance. 
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Bogs (approx 30sq km) – NHA 
Bogs (approx 8 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
Turloughs (approx 1 sq km) –  NHA 
Woodland area (approx 2 sq km) - NR 
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4. Southeast Galway (Clarinbridge to Gort) – Landscape Value Rating - Medium 
Cultural Values (Overall Medium) Socio economic Values (Overall Medium) Environmental (Overall Medium) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat to undulating landscape with scrub and 
grassland . 

 
 Field boundaries bounded by hedgerows without 

mature trees. 
 
 Occasional clumps of commercial forestry. 

 
 Loughs as distinctive landscape elements. These 

include Lough Cutra and Lough Graney. These 
contribute significantly to the scenic value. 

 
 Distant views across open landscape. 

 
 
 7 National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Turloughs (approx 7 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
Loughs ( approx 8 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
Lough Cutra (5 sq km ) – SPA, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Development potential is high in the hinterlands 
surrounding Gort due to the nature of the landscape 
– flat to undulating landscape. This area is also 
good for agricultural development especially in the 
vicinity of Gort. 

 Quite a few ecclesiastical ruins in this area – could 
be utilised for historical tourism reasons.  

 The area northeast of Gort is a rich agricultural area 
with high quality pastureland. 

 There is a large amount of ribbon development 
located between Ardrahan and Gort with 
corresponding high levels of property ownership.   

 The N66, Gort to Loughrea road runs adjacent to 
the Slieve Aughty mountains.  

 Open views along the R347 from Ardrahan to 
Kinvara.  

 Chill Mac Dhuach is a pleasant area with old 
church ruins, graveyards, round towers etc.  

 Lough Cutra and Lough Graney –of potential for 
recreational tourism in this area.  

 Water quality of Lough Coole is unpolluted 
 
 Towns include Gort and Kinvara 

 
 Traffic on N18, N69, N66 is heavy 

 
 Railway line within area  

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Flat to undulating lowland with Shallow Brown 

Earth’s and Redzinas 
 
 Biodiversity is high in certain areas for example 

15sq km are of European importance. 
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5. Northeast Galway (Tuam environs) – Landscape Value Rating - Low 
Cultural Values (Overall Low) Socio economic Values (Overall Low) Environmental (Overall Low) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat open agricultural landscape of fields bounded 
by hedgerows. 

 
 Random clusters of mature trees. 

 
 Overall not a highly scenic area. 

 
 Loughs are distinctive landscape elements but are 

generally visible only at short range. Summerville 
Lough is particularly scenic. 

 
 Views of Knockmaa mountain for up to 8 km 

radius. 
 
 Views generally to the hills south of the N63. 

 
 Views of the cathedral of the assumption in Tuam 

for up to a 3 km radius. 
 
 10 National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Esker (0.25 sq km) - NR 
Lakes (approx 4 sq km) – NHA 
Bogs (approx 35 sq km) – NHA 
Turloughs (approx 8 sq km) – NHA 
 

 Agriculture as main form of rural employment in 
this area.  

 A number of small urban settlements may also 
provide limited employment opportunities.  

 There is a large amount of linear residential 
development along the National Primary and Third 
Class Roads in this extended area. This equates to 
high property ownership in this area.   

 This area does not have much potential for large-
scale tourism development. A number of smaller 
loughs could be designated for passive recreation.  

 Good road network in this area, Tuam and 
Headford would be the principal centres of 
employment. 

 Rivers include Abbert, Grange, Clare, Black and 
Sinking 

 
 Tuam is the largest settlement in area 

 
 Traffic is heavy on N17, N83, N84 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality.  

 
 Flat to undulating Lowland.  Degraded grey Brown 

Podzolic.  Shallow Brown Earth’s and Rendzinas 
and Basin Peat 

 
 Biodiversity is medium in certain areas for example 

47.25sq km are of national importance. 
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6. Slieve Aughty Mountains – Landscape Value Rating - Medium 
Cultural Values (Overall Medium) Socio economic Values (Overall Medium - High) Environmental (Overall Medium) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Undulating to mountainous terrain with distinctive 
landform characteristics. 

 
 Large tracts of commercial forestry. 

 
 Long range scenic views towards the mountains. 

 
 Route R351 and N66 at the foothills are scenic 

routes. 
 
 1 National monument to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Bogs (approx 20 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Huge tourist potential in the vicinity of the Slieve 
Aughty Mountains.  

 Property ownership and social identity is high in 
this area. 

 The R353 and R461 traversing the mountains could 
be designated as scenic routes. 

 Potential to develop tourist facilities within the 
Slieve Aughty region.  

 Lough Atorich is another tourist attraction in this 
area and could be designated for water sports etc.  

 A lot of commercial forestry in this region, some of 
which detracts from the overall visual amenity of 
the mountains. 

 Watercourses include Lough Cutra, 
Owendalulleegh, Ballin and Atorick.   All of which 
are unpolluted. 

 
 Largest settlement in the area is Woodford.  

 
 Large areas of commercial forestry.  The effects of 

deforestation will impact the quality of soil and 
water.  

 
 Area is surrounded by woodland, has few 

settlements and no major roads. 
 
 Mixture of Mountain and Hill Blanket Peat to 

Rolling Lowland.  Peaty Gleys. 
 
 Biodiversity is high in certain areas for example 

20sq km are of European importance. 
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7. Northwest Lough Derg)– Landscape Value Rating - Medium 
Cultural Values (Overall Medium) Socio economic Values (Overall Medium – High)  Environmental (Overall Medium) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Relatively flat enclosed waterside landscape. 
 
 Lough Derg is the main distinctive landscape 

feature. 
 
 Scenic views at long range towards the Slieve 

Aughty mountains. 
 
 3 National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
North shore of Lough Derg - SAC, NHA 
Lough Derg - SPA 
Bogs (approx 4 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 This area consists of low-lying water-edge 
pastureland. 

 Lough Derg is main tourist attraction and would 
facilitate water-sports, fishing etc and other spin-
offs from its association with the River Shannon. 

 High sense of community along the shores of 
Lough Derg – relationship of local people with the 
Lough.  

 The 3 national monuments could enhance the 
attractiveness of this area.  

 Lough Derg has good economic opportunities with 
regard to tourist development and its association 
with River Shannon. 

 Watercourses in the area include Lough Derg and 
Coos River.  As a result of pollution from the 
Shannon River, Lough Derg has now been 
classified as being in a satisfactory mesotrophic 
condition. 1 

 
 Portumna is the largest settlement. 

 
 Portumna forest park. 

 
 Air quality if good as forest park surrounds area.   

 
 Rolling lowland surrounding Lough Derg. 

 
 Biodiversity is medium in certain areas for example 

4sq km of bog and Lough Derg are of European 
importance. 

 

                                                           
1 DoE - Environmental Bulletin Developments in the area of Environmental Protection – issue 51 – November 2001. 
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8. Lower Burren (Co. Galway portion) – Landscape Value Rating - Outstanding 
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Generally a flat open landscape. 
 
 Little vegetative cover together with an abundance 

of stony outcrops contributes to an overall barren 
setting. 

 
 Distinctively wild and scenic landscape. 

 
 Flat areas of granite pavement associated with the 

Burren granite pavement complex in Co Clare. 
 
 No National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Burren (approx 15 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Low development potential for 
residential/industrial uses due to the nature of the 
landscape. Possible development of tourist 
facilities.  

 There is a small scattering of residential dwellings 
in this area, a proportion of which are traditional 
farmhouses and cottages. Social identity and 
property ownership is high. Sense of community is 
also high due to the low level of new residents in 
the area.  

 Scenic routes such as the third class road running 
parallel to the Burren could be promoted as a 
tourist route – nationally and internationally 
known?   

 Public recreation would be primarily based on 
walking routes, cycling, tourist trails etc.  The 
Burren is internationally known – more tourist 
facilities could be developed.  

 Good road network connecting the Burren with 
Galway City.  

 

 Watercourses include Aughinish Bay which is 
unpolluted.  

 
 Small area consisting of only one settlement called 

Funshin Moore. 
 
 Heavy traffic on N67. 

 
 Air emissions disperse from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture reduce air 
quality. 

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Hilly land consisting of Rendzinas with rocky 

outcrop. 
 
 Biodiversity is outstanding in certain areas for 

example 15sq km are of European importance. 
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9. Inveran to Galway City coastline – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 A flat coastal landscape. 
 
 Scenic qualities somewhat spoilt by ribbon 

development. 
 
 There are pockets of landscape that are relatively 

undeveloped and therefore retain a high scenic 
quality associated with this coastline. 

 
 Coastal setting is main distinctive landscape 

element. 
 
 No National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Furbogh Wood (approx 0.5sq km) – NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Lot of ribbon development along the R336, which 
would indicate high property ownership. This 
increase in new residential development and 
subsequent influx of young married couples may 
fail to strengthen interest in community facilities 
and wellbeing. It is probable that many of these 
people commute daily to Galway for employment 
purposes and fail to inject any of their earnings 
back into community life.   

 Galway Bay is the main tourist attraction in this 
area. Views are impaired by one-off residential 
properties.  

 Recreational activities relate primarily to water-
sports. 

 There is potential to develop caravan parks and 
picnic areas along the R336.   

 The small urban settlements along this route would 
cater for tourists/visitors.  

 Galway Bay is a protected shellfish area under 
European legalisation.  Therefore water quality is 
good.   

 
 Main road is R336.  Traffic along this route 

especially from Galway to Spiddle is heavy during 
rush hour. 

 
 Settlements include Spiddle, Barna and Inveran. 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Air quality is good. 

  
 Rolling Lowland with rocky outcrop and peat. 

 
 Biodiversity in this area is high especially around 

coast.  
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10. East Connemera Mountains (Moycullen, Oughterard to Lough Anillaun) – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Generally an undulating landscape with 
mountainous areas occupying the eastern section. 

 
 Commercial forestry to be found on the mountain 

slopes. 
 
 Many low lying areas containing a multitude of 

small loughs. 
 
 Views of Cnoc Mordain for up to 10 km. 

 
 Dominant landscape elements such as the 

mountains and the lakes contribute significantly to 
the high scenic quality. 

 
 1 National monument to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Connemara Bog Complex (many sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Landscape comprises mountains and lakes. 
Economic viability would depend on forestry, 
fishing industry of Lough Corrib and employment 
in Galway.  

 The N59 could be developed as a scenic route; the 
undulating landscape in the area could 
accommodate development of tourist facilities.   

 Sense of community is high in this area due to the 
low level of scattered residential development. 
Property ownership is also high due to people 
living in the area for generations. Not a huge influx 
of new residents to the area. 

 Unspoilt landscape to the south of the N59.  

 Loughs include Inch, Naulla, Boliska, Cloonadoon 
and Anillaunmore.  All of which are unpolluted. 

 
 Largest settlement is Oughterard. 

 
 Heavy traffic on N59.  There are no main roads 

located to the south of area. 
 
 Population and development is low apart from 

areas within immediate vicinity of N59 and 
Oughterard. 

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Rolling lowland Blanket Peat. 

 
 Biodiversity in this area is high as many sq. km are 

of European importance. 
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11. Lough Corrib and environs – Landscape Value Rating - Outstanding 
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall High - Outstanding) Environmental (Overall High -Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 
 The large expanse of water that forms the lough is 

the main distinctive landscape feature. 
 
 Wooded islands within the lough contribute to the 

unique sense of place. 
 
 Flat open pastoral landscape surrounds the southern 

edge of the lough.  
 
 To the north, undulating heathland surrounds the 

lough. 
 
 Scenic views of mountains to the western side of 

Lough Corrib for up to 17km. 
 
 Scenic views to be gained generally from the N59. 

 
 Some historic monuments visible for up to 2km 

radius. 
 
 3 National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Lough Corrib – SAC, SPA, NHA 
 
 

 Lough Corrib has huge potential for tourist 
development – fishing, boating, water-sports.  

 Fishing and tourism are the only form of economic 
development.  

 Some areas adjacent to the lough allow flat open 
views over the lough. A number of possible sites 
for holiday home development.  

 Social identity is high amongst those who have 
been resident in the area for a long period.  

 A sustained local community can only really rely 
on fishing, tourism and recreational enterprises. 
Land immediately adjacent to Lough Corrib is flat 
low-lying wetland and would have poor 
agricultural potential.  

 Property ownership is high due to the extent of new 
residential development particularly on the south 
side of the lough.  

 There are a number of historic and national 
monuments located within the study area. 

 

 Lough Corrib and Lough Maumwee (north-west of 
Corrib) both of which are unpolluted. 

 
 Cregg and Black River are unpolluted. 

 
 Main roads include N84 and N59.  Traffic is heavy 

on both. 
 
 No settlement in the area but Oughterard is in close 

proximity to Lough Corrib. 
 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduce air 
quality. 

 
 Flat to undulating Lowland surrounding Lough 

Corrib. 
 
 Biodiversity in this area is outstanding for example 

Lough Corrib of European importance. 
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12. South foothills of east Connemera Mountains (Ouranavilla Tully to Tonabrocky) – Landscape Value Rating - Medium 
Cultural Values (Overall Medium) Socio economic Values (Overall Low - Medium) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 An undulating landscape consisting of heathland 
plants with occasional clumps of indigenous shrubs 
and mature trees. 

 
 Rocky outcrops are widespread giving a sense of 

wildness to this area. 
 
 Views inland of a heathland landscape for up to 4 – 

5 km. 
 
 The area has an overall medium scenic value. 

 
 Views of Lough Inch for a 2km radius. 

 
 No National monuments to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Western half of this area is classed as an SAC and NHA  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Low economic potential in this area due to the 
nature of the landscape – poor agricultural area.  

 Sporadic clumps of forestry in this area, which is 
the main form of economic activity.  

 Low development potential due to the rugged 
landscape. 

 High social identity – those living in this area have 
done so for generations, would have strong links 
with neighbours.  

 Public recreation mainly hill walking, site seeing. 
Local settlements would facilitate these tourists.   

 

 Watercourses in the area include Lough Naulla, 
Inch and Ugga More.  All of which are unpolluted. 

  
 No main roads and towns within area. 

 
 Air quality is good, as area is rural by nature. 

 
 Rolling Lowland Blanket Peat. 

 
 Biodiversity is high in certain areas for example 

50% is of European importance. 
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13. East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay and inland to N18 road) – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall high) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Galway Bay is main landscape element with its 
unique sinuous coastline. 

 
 Area is generally flat and highly scenic towards the 

coastal edge. 
 
 Inland area features pasture with fields bounded by 

hedgerows. 
 
 N67 as scenic route with views of Galway Bay and 

Kinvara Bay. 
 
 
 2 National monuments are to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Loughs ( 4 sq km) - SAC, NHA 
Marsh area (approx 2sq km) – NHA 
Galway Bay – SAC, NHA, SPA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 High tourism potential in this area is high due to 
local natural amenities – Galway Bay, Kinvara and 
Oranmore.  

 Good road network – potential scenic routes along 
Galway Coast.  

 Development potential is high – good road network 
from Galway to Ennis via the Burren.  

 Local employment in Galway City, Kinvara, 
Oranmore. Good quality pastureland to facilitate 
agricultural development. 

 N67 – possible scenic route encompassing the 
Burren.   

 Watercourses include Kinvarra Bay, Dunbulcaun 
Bay and Galway Bay.  All of which are unpolluted. 

 
 Main roads include N67 and N18.  Traffic is heavy 

on both. 
 
 Largest settlement includes Oranmore. 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Flat to Undulating Lowland – Limestone, Shallow 

in places. 
 
 Biodiversity is high in certain areas for example 

many sq. km are of European importance. 
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14. West Connemara – Landscape Value Rating - Outstanding 
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding)  Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Overall a flat open landscape containing many 
loughs and turloughs. Outstanding scenic quality. 

 
 Areas of bog and heath can be found. 

 
 Sections of the N59 route are highly scenic. 

 
 Minor route between Ballinaboy and Toombeola 

consists of a highly scenic bogland setting. 
 
 Route R341 offers consistent scenic views of the 

coastline. 
 
 No National monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Many square kilometres of this area including various 
lakes carry both SAC and NHA designation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Development potential is low due to the wet 
landscape.  

 Lack of a good road network permeating the area.  
 Sense of community is high – dispersed small 

attractive dwellings.  
 Hill walking, fishing probably only forms of public 

recreation 
 Ballynahinch Lake – watersports, fishing.  
 Tourism – only form of economic development in 

this area. R341 could be designated as a scenic 
route. 

 Watercourses include Lough Bollard and 
Emlaghnabehy.  All of which are unpolluted. 

 
 The N59 runs directly north of area.  The R341 

starts at Clifden and runs directly around coastal 
area. 

 
 Largest settlement in area is Roundstone. 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Area consists of Rolling Lowland and Blanket 

Peat.  Red bog wetlands. 
 
 Biodiversity is outstanding for example many sq. 

km are of National and European importance. 
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15. Lettermore and Gorumna Islands – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High ) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Great diversity of landscape elements including 
islands, coastline and loughs contribute overall to 
high scenic quality. 

 
 Landscape characteristics are unique giving the 

area a strong sense of place. 
 
 Views of the mainland can be gained at long 

distance. 
 
 Views of Cnoc Mordain can be gained. 

 
 Views of the Aran Islands can be gained from 

Gorumna Island. 
 
 No National monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Both Lettermore and Gorumna Islands carry the SAC 
designation.  
 
 
 
 
 

 Area is well development in terms of industrial and 
commercial activity. Ample to serve extent of 
residential development on the islands. 

 Value of scenic areas in terms of tourist 
development is low due to the extent of residential 
development.  

 Public recreation/attractions are minimal – water-
sports, walking etc.  

 Sense of community in this area is high – large 
amount of residential development, the local 
population employed in local enterprises.  

 Strong sense of community and social identity on 
the islands. 

 Watercourses include Casheen Bay and Greatmans 
Bay.   All of which are unpolluted. 

 
 The area is split into two areas, which includes 

Lettermore Island and Gorumna island. 
 
 R374 is the main road. 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Rolling Lowland and Blanket Peat. 

 
 Biodiversity is high as many sq. km are of 

European importance. 
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16. West foothills of East Connemara Mountains – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat to undulating open landscape with little 
vegetation. 

 
 The area is characterised by the presence of some 

bogs and many loughs. 
 
 Views east to the Lackadunna mountain complex. 
 Overall a high scenic quality in this area. 

 
 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
A large proportion of this area carries both SAC and 
NHA designations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Poor landscape for agricultural development.  
 No residential development. 
 Public recreation – mainly hill walking.  
 Could be exploited for its scenic qualities.  

 Watercourses include Lough Muckanagh and 
Glenicmurrin.  All of which are unpolluted. 

 
 R336 main road. 

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Rolling Lowland Blanket Peat. 

 
 Biodiversity is outstanding in certain areas for 

example many sq km are of European and National 
importance. 
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17. Carraroe (Cashla Bay to Glencoh) – Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 A flat open exposed landscape. 
 
 The area contains wet low lying patches together 

with rocky outcrops. 
 
 Kilkieran Bay and the coastline at Carraroe are 

unique areas of coastline giving the area a unique 
and highly scenic identity. 

 
 1 National monument is to be found in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Kinvarra Saltmarsh (approx. 3 sq km)- SAC, NHA 
Glencoh Rock and peninsula to the south – SAC 
Camus Area – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Well developed small urban settlements in this area 
with a strong sense of community.  

 High property ownership, locals probably 
employed in local enterprises, fishing etc. 

 Public recreation – fishing, walking. 
 Kilkieran Bay is an attractive area – could be 

exploited for tourism reasons. 

 Watercourses include Camus Bay (Unpolluted) 
 
 Largest Settlement includes Carraroe town 

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Rolling Lowland – Rock Outcrop, Peat and Blanket 

Peat. 
 
 Biodiversity is high in certain areas for example 

many sq km are of European and National 
importance. 
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18. Bertraghboy Bay and eastern Banks – Landscape Value Rating – High  
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat to undulating coastal landscape. 
 
 Coastline has unique profile, giving the area a 

strong identity. 
 
 Views can be gained of Lettermore and Gorumna 

Islands. 
 
 Distant views of the Aran Islands can be gained. 

 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Many square kilometres of coastline – SAC, NHA 
Islands in this area generally – NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Tourism and aquaculture main forms of economic 
development. 

 Sense of community is high adjacent to the small 
urban settlements – Carna, Glinsk, 

 This is gaeltacht area and therefore popular with 
tourists.  

 Extended area is very attractive – large number of 
tourist's visit this area annually. The small urban 
settlements are ample to cater for them.   

 The R340 could be promoted as a scenic route.  

 Watercourses include Kilkieran Bay and 
Bertraghboy Bay.  Both Unpolluted. 

 
 Main road in area is R340 

 
 Air quality is good  

 
 Rolling Lowland – Rocky Outcrop and Peat 

 
 Biodiversity is high as many sq km are of 

European and national importance. 
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19. West Coast (Gorteen Bay to Clifden)– Landscape Value Rating – Outstanding  
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat open landscape with extensive coastline, 
loughs and beaches. 

 
 Sections of the route R341 are highly scenic 

particularly at Clifden. 
 
 Views over the flat open terrain generally. 

 
 Views can be gained of the Connemara mountains 

to the east. 
 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Large areas carry both SAC and NHA designations 
including Slyne Head peninsula. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The R341 and R340 could be promoted as scenic 
routes.  

 Not a great deal of potential for residential 
development – potential for tourist development is 
high due to the scenic landscape. There are a lot of 
open views from the R341.  

 Local communities possibly well sustained due to 
fishing, agriculture and tourism. This is also 
gaeltacht area.  

 Views of Clifden Bay and Ballyconneely Bay from 
the R341.  

 Potential to develop walking routes in the vicinity 
of the area.  

 Watercourses include Anaserd Lough, Clifden Bay, 
Mannin Bay, Bunowen Bay and Ballyconneely 
Bay.  All unpolluted. 

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Rolling Lowland, Rock Outcrop and Peat. 

 
 Biodiversity is Outstanding as large areas are 

protected under European and national legalisation. 
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20. West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour) – Landscape Value Rating - Outstanding 
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Flat to undulating open coastal landscape. 
 
 A mountainous landscape lies further inland at the 

foothills of the Connemara mountain range. 
 
 A section of the N59 route is highly scenic 

particularly at Ballynakill Harbour. 
 
 Sections of the route R341 are highly scenic 

particularly at Ballyconneely Bay. 
 
 Spectacular views in a southerly direction towards 

Clifden Bay, Mannin Bay and Ballyconneely Bay.  
 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Inishbofin Island (approx 25 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
Tully mountain (approx 7 sq km) – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The N59 could be a potential scenic route 
 Lot of tourist attractions in this area Ardnageevagh, 

Ballynakill Harbour, Inishbofin Island. 
 Sense of community/social identity is high. The 

landscape is mostly mountainous so little potential 
for extensive residential development.  

 Public recreation – fishing, boating, watersports. 
 There is a good road network in this area.  

 Watercourses include Aughrusbeg Lough.  
Unpolluted. 

 
 Heavy Traffic on N59 

 
 Largest settlement in Clifden 

 
 Air emissions dispersed from vehicles, industry, 

domestic fuel burning and agriculture, reduces air 
quality. 

 
 Rolling Lowland – Rocky Outcrop and peat  

 
 Biodiversity is outstanding for example many sq. 

km are of European and National importance. 
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21. Killary Harbour and Southern Banks – Landscape Value Rating - Outstanding 
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding)  Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Overall a highly scenic setting with diversity of 
landscape features ranging from mountain to fjord. 

 
 The landcover consists of heathland plants with 

little or no tree cover. 
 
 The N59 is a highly scenic route. 

 
 Distant views can be gained of Bengorm and the 

Mweelrea mountains. 
 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Southern shores of Killary Harbour – SAC, NHA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sense of community is high due to the lack of new 
development in the area – long-term residents in 
this area 

 Local communities avail of the Harbour for fishing 
etc.  

 Visual links are possibly low due to the topography 
of the area. 

 Development potential is low in this area due to the 
absence of a good road network.  

 This area could be developed for 
aquaculture/marine science 

 Highly scenic area – possible to develop as a major 
tourist attraction.  

 Watercourses include Killary Harbour, which is 
unpolluted.  These waters contain fish farms, which 
may have a negative impact on water quality. 

 
 Heavy traffic on N59. 

 
 Largest settlement is Leenaun. 

 
 Air quaity is good. 

 
 Mountain and Hill mostly, sandstone and Granite.  

 
 Biodiversity is outstanding as many sq. km are of 

European and National importance. 
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22. Connemara National Park (including Lough Fee, Lough Inagh and Derryclare Lough) – Landscape Value Rating – Outstanding  
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Huge diversity of landscape features ranging from 
mountains to valleys and lakes. Overall outstanding 
scenic quality. 

 
 Large clumps of commercial forestry can be found 

in this area. 
 
 Route R344 is highly scenic. 

 
 Views of up to 5 km of Lough Inagh, Derryclare 

Lough and Kylemore Lough. 
 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
Several square kilometres of this area carry the SAC 
and NHA designations. 
Connemara National Park ( approx 25 sq km) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Sense of community is high – not a large amount of 
residential development, those living in the area 
have done so for several generations.  

 Excellent tourist potential – hill walking, scenic 
routes. The landscape is unspoilt.  

 Kylemore Abbey is one of top tourist attractions in 
the west.  

 The N59 is a potential scenic route.  
 There is a need for extended tourist facilities to 

cater for this area. Clifden attracts the majority of 
the tourists.  

 The large amount of forestry in this area could 
camouflage development of tourist facilities. 

 Lough Innagh, Kylemore Lough and Derryclare 
Lough are also quite spectacular.   

 Watercourses include Kylemore Lough, Nahillion 
Lough and Traheen River.  All of which are 
unpolluted. 

 
 Air quality is good as Lichen was identified within 

this area.  Lichen is very sensitive to pollution and 
will only grow in pure air.  

 
 Mountain and Hill – Shallow Brown Earth’s 

 
 Biodiversity is outstanding as many sq. km are of 

European and National importance. 
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23. Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and South Lough Mask) – Landscape Value Rating – Outstanding  
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Great diversity of landscape elements ranging from 
mountain to valley and lake. 

 
 Land cover varies from rough grassland to heath 

and bog.  
 
 Route R336 is highly scenic, commanding views of 

the mountain peaks for up to 18 km. 
 
 No National monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Many square kilometres of this area are covered by both 
SAC and NHA designations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Highly scenic area – mountains, valleys, lakes – 
excellent tourist potential to be exploited.  

 The R336 traverses this area and could be 
designated as a highly scenic route.  

 Lough Nafooey and the Maumturk Valley could be 
further exploited as potential tourist attractions – 
additional facilities for tourists and visitors to this 
area.  

 Possible walking trails and hiking paths in this area 
– possible sites for a visitor/activity centre 

 Forestry and tourism are the main economic 
resources. 

 High sense of community among those living in 
this area. 

 Watercourses include Lehanagh Loughs which are 
unpolluted 

 
 Main roads include R344 and R366 

 
 Mountain & Hill Peaty Gleys and Blanket Peat.  

 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Biodiversity is outstanding as many sq. km are of 

European and National importance. 
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24. Aran Islands – Landscape Value Rating – Outstanding  
Cultural Values (Overall Outstanding) Socio economic Values (Overall Outstanding) Environmental (Overall Outstanding) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 Main landscape elements include coastline, beach 
and flat stony rough grazed inland areas. 

 
 Distant views over towards mainland Galway. 

 
 34 National monuments in this area. 

 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Many square kilometres of this area are covered by both 
SAC and NHA designations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Good ferry service linking the islands and the 
mainland.  

 Ample tourist facilities on the islands. The island 
attracts a large amount of tourists during the 
summer period.  

 High sense of community/social identity amongst 
the locals. Fishing/tourism are the main form of 
economic activity. Land is rugged/poor for 
intensive agriculture. 

 There are a large amount of site monuments 
located on the three islands.  

 All three islands have good road networks and 
walking routes. 

 Dun Aengus is a popular tourist attraction, good 
supply of facilities in this area.  

 Gaeltacht Summerschools also attract additional 
tourists, students etc.  

 

 Aran Islands are surrounded by water.  Inishmore 
consists of Killeany Bay.  The water quality in this 
area is unpolluted. 

 
 Seals swim within these waters 

 
 Largest town within Inishmore is Kilronan 

 
 Hilly land – Rendzinas with outcropping rock – 

Limestone. 
 
 Air quality is good, as only islanders can drive on 

island and development is controlled.  
 
 Biodiversity in this area is outstanding as many sq. 

km are of European and National importance. 
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25. Lough Rea– Landscape Value Rating - High 
Cultural Values (Overall High) Socio economic Values (Overall High) Environmental (Overall High) 
 Landscape Aesthetics / Sense of place 
 Historical Features 
 Protected / Designated Landscapes 

 

 Value to local economy 
 Sense of community 
 Education 
 Public Recreation 

 Water Quality 
 Soil Type 
 Air Quality 
 Biodiversity 

 The Lough is the main landscape element in this 
area and contains vegetated islands, which give it a 
unique character. 

 
 The town of Loughrea  bounds the northern edge of 

the lough and the southern boundary is formed by 
the Slieve Aughty Mountains which can be viewed 
from the lough. 

 
 No national monuments are to be found in this 

area. 
 
 Designated landscapes as follows; 

 
 
Lough Rea is covered by SAC and  NHA designations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Loughrea is important for tourism development of 
the surrounding area – watersports, activity 
holidays etc. 

 There is little diversity in the landscape to the north 
of Loughrea. The lough would be the main tourist 
attraction in the extended area. 

 Sense of community is high – strong social 
connection with Loughrea.  

 

 Lough Rea is unpolluted. 
 
 Three major roads run close to Lough Rea which 

include N66, N6 and R350. 
 
 Air quality is good. 

 
 Flat to Undulating Lowland.  Limestone till, 

Shallow in Places.  
 
 Biodiversity in this area is high as Lough Rea of 

European and National importance. 

 



    

 

  Landscape and Landscape Character Assessment  
for County Galway 

  

  Appendices 3 - Examples of Development in varying landscape 

settings 
  

  North east Galway (Ballinasloe to Ballymoe East Galway   

  East Central Galway(Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna) 

   

  East Central Galway(Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna)   
  Inveran to Galway City coastline   
  East Galway Bay (Oranmore to Kinvarra Bay)   
  Bertraghboy Bay and EasternBanks 1   
  Bertraghboy Bay and eastern banks 2    
  West Coast (Clifden to mouth of Killary Harbour)   
  Killary harbour and southern banks   
  Joyces Country (including Lehanagh Loughs and South Lough Mask)   
  Aran Islands   
  Lough Rea   

  Please Submit your comments to: 
planning@galwaycoco.ie 

  

  
 

http://www.galwaycoco.ie/planning/developmentplan/landscape/appendices/1926dg001app3a.pdf
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Plate 1 North east Galway (Ballinasloe to  
Ballymoe East Galway  

Plate 2: East Central Galway  
(Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna) 

Signposting / Furniture: 
Attractive stone plinths bearing the townland name are used 
to locate the smaller settlements in this area. This signposting 
is highly suited to the landscape character of the area and is 
therefore highly successful. 

Dwelling in a rural setting: 
In general, the intricate or fussy architectural style shown 
here is unsuitable for a rural area. Strong colours should also 
be avoided. 
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Plate 3: East Central Galway  
(Athenry, Ballinasloe to Portumna) 

 Plate 4: Inveran to Galway City coast-
line 

Dwellings in a rural setting: 
The houses are visually very exposed in this flat pas-
toral landscape. The use of native planting and 
hedgerows would serve to reduce the visual impact 
of this development enabling it to sit more comforta-

Offices of TG4: 
This building successfully displays the use of 
natural materials (stone) to match those found in 
the area.  
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Plate 5: East Galway Bay (Oranmore to 
Kinvarra Bay) 

 Plate 6: Bertraghboy Bay and eastern 
banks 

Dwelling house south of Kinvara: 
This type of development is not recommended. Lo-
cated on the brow of the hill, it is visually very ex-
posed. The architectural style is over elaborate / ur-
ban and therefore inappropriate to the rural setting. 

Seaweed Fertiliser factory: 
The location of the factory building is such that it can 
be viewed from various locations along this stretch of 
coastline. Development that is so visually exposed is 
not recommended for this scenic area. 
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Plate 7: Bertraghboy Bay and eastern banks 

 Plate 8: West Coast (Clifden to mouth 
of Killary Harbour 

Visitor parking area:  
Materials ( natural stone edging and gravel / 
crushed stone surfacing) suit the local landscape 
setting very satisfactorily.  

Rural housing area: 
Overall, these houses sit sympathetically in the rural 
landscape. The buildings are clustered together in a 
natural hollow with existing mature planting to 
minimise visual impact at a local level. 
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Plate 9: Killary harbour and southern banks 

 Plate 10: Joyces Country (including 
Lehanagh Loughs and south Lough 
Mask.). 

Visitor Centre near Leenane, Killary Harbour:  
The low profile of the building together with the 
use of natural materials (stone) ensures that it fits 
well into the open stony landscape setting. 

Dwelling house:  
This house is appropriately  located near existing 
trees in a low lying part of a scenic landscape.  
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Plate 11: Aran Islands The landscape is flat, highly exposed with little 
vegetation as cover. It carries important nature 
designations and therefore further development 
is not recommended. 

 Plate 12: Lough Rea This older style house sits attractively in a wooded 
setting and therefore has minimal negative impact 
on the surrounding countryside. 




