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Galway City Corps,  

May to October 1914  

Galway County Council Archives 

welcomes you to its online exhibition 

which includes exciting original source 

material recording the development of the 

Volunteers in Galway City in 1914.  It also 

includes records documenting the split in the 

organisation following the outbreak of World 

War I. 

The exhibition is primarily comprised of items from 

two collections, Minutes of the Irish Volunteers, 

Galway City Corps dating from 4th May to 20th 

September 1914, (GS01/03), and also a City Corps file 

of correspondence dated 25th July to 5th October 1914 

(GS13/02). These two small items hold a wealth of 

rarely accessed material relating to the early days of 

the Corps in Galway.  
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Irish Volunteers, 

Galway City Corps,  
May to October 1914  

The Irish Volunteers - Óglaigh na hÉireann - 

were founded on 25 November 1913 at a public 

meeting held in the Rotunda Rink in 

Dublin.  Founders of the Volunteers included 

Professor Eoin Mac Néill and The O'Rahilly, a 

member of the governing body of the Gaelic 

League.  The Galway Corps was established just 

months later, following a meeting in the Town 

Hall in December 1913, which was addressed by 

MacNéill, Sir Roger Casement and others.  

By July 1914 the Irish Volunteers numbered 

around 160,000 members, formed against a 

background of rising militancy in Ireland after 

the Irish Home Rule Bill of 1912, to which 

Ulster Unionists were vehemently opposed. 
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Irish Volunteers,  

Galway City Corps  

 

Least we forget... 

“It is appropriate to honour these 

founding Volunteers who thought beyond 

themselves and their own lives, towards 

an Irishness beyond their own welfare. 

This was an army drawn from people who 

were motivated to rise and to vindicate the 

unfulfilled hopes and aspirations for 

freedom, of the previous generations, men 

and women anxious to live up to their 

responsibilities, as they saw them, 

towards future generations. Through the 

foundation of Óglaigh na hÉireann they 

were envisioning a brighter future for our 

citizens in freedom”. 

President Michael D. Higgins  

at the State Ceremony  

marking the  

Centenary of The Foundation of  

The Irish Volunteers,  

Garden of Remembrance, Dublin,  

24th November, 2013. 
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Galway County Council,  Archives   

Gort Rural District Council, Minutes, G01/10/12,  p110, 7 March 1914 

„Resolved : That we regret to notice the backwardness of the people of Gort with regard to the 

establishment of a Branch of the National Volunteers, considering the lead that has been given 

them by the other towns of the county, and the great importance of the Movement‟. 
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Minutes of the Corps calling a conference for 15th May, in the  
Town Hall, 4 May 1914, GS01/03. 



Cartlann Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe 

Galway County Council,  Archives   

“That owing to the recent political events, and particularly to the attitude of the army in 

the Ulster Question, we consider that the time has come when every effort should be 

made to organise the Irish Volunteer Force in every parish in Ireland. We are convinced 

that such a force, wisely led by men in whom our indomitable leader Mr J. E. Redmond 

would have confidence, would prove to the world that the manhood of Ireland are ready 

to do their part in defence of their homes and liberties, and if need be to protect our 

fellow Nationalists in Ulster from insult and attack”.   
 

Galway County Council and Galway Rural District Council also adopted this resolution, 

(G01/2, p529 and G01/9/3,  p523). 

Tuam Town Commissioners Minutes, 2 Jun 1914, TTC/1/4, p927. 
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Thomas Hynes, 
recalls the 
establishment of 
the Volunteers in 
Galway. 
Military Archives, Bureau 
of Military History 
Collection 1913-1921, 

witness statement 714.  
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Minutes of a Corps meeting listing attendees and recording appointments 

to various posts, 22 May 1914, GS01/03. 
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Irish Volunteers Membership Card for Dr Walsh of Dominick Street, 

Secretary of the Galway Corps, who enrolled with the Volunteers on 21 

June 1914, GS13/02. 
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Irish Volunteers membership card outlining the objectives of the 

organisation, GS13/02. 
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Appeal for subscriptions to help equip Galway’s 600 Volunteers,  

July 1914, GS13/02. 
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Details of subscriptions received or promised, GS13/02. 



Cartlann Chomhairle Contae na Gaillimhe 

Galway County Council,  Archives   

Resolution confirming the election of Mr Cusack as Honorary Captain 

of  Corps, 3 July May 1914, GS01/03. 
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Details of the members appointed in the four Wards in the City to collect 

funds for arming the Volunteers, 3 July May 1914, GS01/3. 
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Letter from Col. Maurice Moore, Inspector General, Irish 
Volunteers, to the Galway City Corps, 25 Aug 1914, GS13/02. 

Maurice Moore (1854-1939), brother of George Moore of Moorehall, Co. Mayo, was an 
author, soldier and politician. He served with the British Army (1874-1906). He was a 
member of the provisional committee of the Irish Volunteers, and spent much of 1914 
organising the troops in Ireland.  He was reluctant supporter of Redmond‟s takeover of the 
Volunteers and was ultimately the leader of the National Volunteers after the Volunteer split. 
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Handwritten letter from  

Liam Mellows, Assistant Secretary, 

Headquarters Staff, to the Galway City 

Corps regarding „payment of expenses 

of Mr P H. Pearse‟s recent visit to 

your city‟,  30 August, 1914,  GS13/02. 
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Liam Mellows’ signature, GS13/02. 

Liam Mellows (1892-1922), was a member of the I.R.B.  and organiser in Galway for the 
Irish Volunteers. During Easter Week he led roughly 700 Volunteers in abortive attacks 
on RIC stations at Oranmore and Clarinbridge and took over the town of Athenry.  
 
See for instance www.historyireland.com/20th-century-contemporary-history/liam-
mellows-and-the-irish-revolution/  
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Letter from the Irish Volunteers, Headquarters, 41 Kildare 

Street, Dublin, signed by Mellows, to the Galway Corps,  

1 September 1914, GS13/02. 
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Letter from Luke Duffy to Michael Allen, Honorary Secretary, regarding 

the conduct of Private William George Fogarty, 12 Sept 1914, GS13/02. 
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Letter from the Irish Volunteers, HQ, carbon signed by Eoin 

MacNéill and Laurence J Kettle, and initialled by Mellows, to Allen 

and Walsh, Honorary Secretaries of the Galway City Corps,  

14 September 1914, GS13/02. 
 

Eoin MacNeill (1867- 1945) was a co-founder of the Gaelic League in 1893 and 

in 1913 he established the Irish Volunteers and served as their Chief-of-Staff.  He 

countermanded the orders of the IRB Military Council for manoeuvres on Easter 

Sunday 1916 when he found out that they were a cover for the Rising. 
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Letter from Galway Corps to HQ placing an order for 20 Lee 

Enfield rifles, 17 Sept 1914, GS13/02. 
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Letter from Fogarty to the Secretaries, Galway City 

Corps, defending his action in writing to the press.  

18 Sept 1914, GS13/02. 
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Fogarty (d. 1927), was an accountant with Galway County Council and its 
Secretary from 1925-1927.  GC/CSO/1, Connacht Tribune, 7 Jan 1927. 

Resolution expelling Fogarty from the Volunteers,   

[21 September 1914], GS13/02. 
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Extract from a typed circular issued by the Provisional Committee, HQ, 

opposing Redmond’s call, made on 20th September 1914, for the Volunteers to 

support the Allied cause during World War I.  The Committee proposed a 

convention to ‘reaffirm the organisation‟s Manifesto‟ and also „To declare 

that Ireland cannot, with honour or safety, take part in foreign quarrels 

otherwise than through the free action of a National Government of her 

own‟. It also rejects Mr Redmond‟s entitlement to „any place in the 

administration and guidance of the Irish Volunteer organisation‟.   

24 Sept 1914, GS13/02.  

 

The vast majority of the Volunteer membership remained loyal to Redmond, 

bringing some 142,000 members to the National Volunteers (as the pro-

Redmond Volunteers became known), leaving the Irish Volunteers with under 

10,000 members. 

The beginning of  t he split  in  t he Volunt eers 
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Extracts from a draft manifesto of the 

Galway Volunteers calling on its 

members to abide by the original aims 

of the organisation,  

[Oct] 1914, GS01/03. 
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Letter from members of the Galway 

City Corps to Martin McDonagh, 

Chairman of the Galway City 

Volunteers, in support of 

Redmond’s Manifesto, 

5 Oct 1914, GS13/02. 
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John Hosty, 
recalls the split 
in  the Galway 
Volunteers.  
Military Archives, 
Bureau of Military 
History Collection 1913-
1921, witness statement  
373. 
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Motto of the original Volunteers, GS01/03. 
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Name Address Rank Comments 

Redmondite 
Links:  

See for instance  Pro Anti 

Allen, Michael Shantalla, 

Galway 

Honorary 

Secretary 

Subsequently a 

Solicitor with 

McDermott & Allen, 

Francis Street 

P 

Carter, Seamus 

(James) 

Secretary Worked in the 

County Council 

office at the 

Courthouse 

P 

Cusack, Dr Brian Honorary 

Captain 

Duffy, Luke Later a Senator P 

Duggan, James 

(Seamus 

"Bawn")  

22 Bohermore, 

Galway. 

Second Lieut. 

Claregalway Coy. 

1st Battalion Galway 

Brigade, I.R.A. 1921. 

P 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i

e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0875.pdf

#page=1 

Flanagan, Tom 

P 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i

e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf

#page=1 

Flathery, W. 
P 

Fogarty, W. G. Devon Place, 

Galway 

1901?-1925 

Accountant Galway 

Co. Co., 1925-1927 – 

County Secretary. 

Died 1927 

P 

Hardiman, 

Frank 

Town Hall, 

Galway, 

Treasurer Member of IRB 

Sworn into the IV by 

Sean McDermott 
P 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i

e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0406.pdf

#page=1 

Hosty, John “Faitma”, 

Shantalla 

Road, 

Member of IRB, 

Sworn into IV by 

Sean McDermott 
P 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i

e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0373.pdf

#page=16 

Details on Some of the Galway City Corps  

Irish Volunteers (IV) 
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Name Address Rank Comments 

Redmondite 

Links 

Pro Anti 

Hynes, Thomas Kilcullen, 

Newcastle 

Road, Galway 

IV, Q.M. 

Galway 

Brigade, 1920 

Member IRB  

 
P 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie

/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf#

page=25: see also Pensions Files 

24SP2588 @ 

www.militaryarchives.ie  

Loftus, P. P 

McDonagh, 

Mairtín Mór 

Martin 

McDonagh 

Merchant Treasurer, 

Galway City 

Corp 
P 

McDonnell, P.S. Solicitor 
P 

Nicolls, 

George?  

Seoirse 

MacNiocall 

President of 

Galway IV, 

Head Centre of 

IRB 

Solicitor 

working in G. C. 

Conroy’s office  
P 

See  Military Archives Pensions 

files @ www.militaryarchives.ie  

O’Dowd P 

O’Neill, John 

Patrick P 

Pringle, James 
P 

Redington, 

Martin P 

Usher, Patrick 
P 

Walsh, Dr Secretary of 

Galway Corps, 

IV 

P 

Walsh, Michael  Old Malt, High 

Street 

Member of 

Galway UDC 

Shot by the 

Black & Tans 

Oct 1920 

P 

http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf
http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf
http://www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf
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Sources 
• Bureau of Military History 1913-1921 (BMH) Collection at Military Archives, 

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie  

• Easter 1916  www.easter1916.ie   
(A digital cultural heritage application (DCHA) on the Rising is the final project of a MSc in 
Applied Digital Media at Griffith College Dublin) 

• Galway County Council Archives, 

▫ Galway County Council, Scrapbook of newspaper cuttings, GS/CSO/1 

▫ Gort Rural District Council, G01/12 

▫ Irish Volunteers, Galway City Corps: File, 1914, GS13/02 

▫ Irish Volunteers, Galway City Corps: Minutes, 1914, GS01/03 

▫ Tuam Town Commissioners, Minutes TTC/1/ 

• Military Services Pension Collection, www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-
collections/military-service-pensions-collection  

• National Library of Ireland, online exhibition The 1916 Rising: Personalities and 
Perspectives, www.nli.ie/1916     

• President Higgins pays tribute to those who died for Irish freedom, RTE News, Monday, 25 
November 2013,  www.rte.ie/news/2013/1124/488741-state-commemorates-irish-
volunteers-centenary/  accessed Dec 2013) 
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