Irish Volunteers,
Galway City Corps,
May to October 1914

Galway County Council Archives
welcomes you to its online exhibition
which includes exciting original source
material recording the development of the
Volunteers in Galway City in 1914. It also
includes records documenting the split in the
organisation following the outbreak of World
War I.

The exhibition is primarily comprised of items from
two collections, Minutes of the Irish Volunteers,

£019-2023

Galway City Corps dating from 4% May to 20t _

. . ! ‘Gniomh de chuid Straitéis Deich mBlian:
September 1914, (GSOI/ 03)’ and also a Clty Corps file ¢ nagCuimhneachéin Chontae na Gaillimhe
of correspondence dated 25% July to 5% October 1914 2013 - 2023 :
(GS13/02). These two small items hold a wealth of Action of the County of Galway
rarely accessed material relating to the early days of Commen

the Corps in Galway.



Irish Volunteers,

Galway City Corps,
May to October 1914

The Irish Volunteers - Oglaigh na hEireann -
were founded on 25 November 1913 at a public
meeting held in the Rotunda Rink in
Dublin. Founders of the Volunteers included
Professor Eoin Mac Néill and The O'Rahilly, a
member of the governing body of the Gaelic
League. The Galway Corps was established just
months later, following a meeting in the Town
Hall in December 1913, which was addressed by
MacNéill, Sir Roger Casement and others.

By July 1914 the Irish Volunteers numbered
around 160,000 members, formed against a
background of rising militancy in Ireland after
the Irish Home Rule Bill of 1912, to which
Ulster Unionists were vehemently opposed.

‘____..'.
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Irish Volunteers,
Galway City Corps

Least we forget...

“It is appropriate to honour these
Jounding Volunteers who thought beyond
themselves and their own lives, towards
an Irishness beyond their own welfare.
This was an army drawn from people who
were motivated to rise and to vindicate the
unfulfilled hopes and aspirations for
Jreedom, of the previous generations, men
and women anxious to live up to their
responsibilities, as they saw them,
towards future generations. Through the

foundation of Oglaigh na hEireann they

were envisioning a brighter future for our
citizens in freedom”.

President Michael D. Higgins

at the State Ceremony

marking the

Centenary of The Foundation of
The Irish Volunteers,

Garden of Remembrance, Dublin,
24th November, 2013.




OSFSLAS NG h-E1REV NN A
vwmroeann nNa sailtuime.

Gort Rural District Council, Minutes, Go1/10/12, p110, 7 March 1914

‘Resolved : That we regret to notice the backwardness of the people of Gort with regard to the
establishment of a Branch of the National Volunteers, considering the lead that has been given

them by the other towns of the county, and the great importance of the Movement’.

2013-2023

Deich mBlizna Coimhneachdn Chontae 52 Gailimhe
The County of Gatway Decade of Commemoratons
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Tuam Town Commissioners Minutes, 2 Jun 1914, TTC/1/4, p927.

“That owing to the recent political events, and particularly to the attitude of the army in
the Ulster Question, we consider that the time has come when every effort should be
made to organise the Irish Volunteer Force in every parish in Ireland. We are convinced
that such a force, wisely led by men in whom our indomitable leader Mr J. E. Redmond
would have confidence, would prove to the world that the manhood of Ireland are ready
to do their part in defence of their homes and liberties, and if need be to protect our

fellow Nationalists in Ulster from insult and attack”.

Galway County Council and Galway Rural District Council also adopted this resolution,

(Go1/2, p529 and G01/9/3, p523).
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Desch mBliana Cuimhneachdn Chont; Gaillimhe
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BUREAL OF HILITARY WeSTORY 101

| OR TG lN AL | BURD STAIRE WILEATA 191391 Thomas Hynes,

STATEMENT BY THOMAS HYNED
Kileullen, Hewcastla Hoad, Galway.

No. W.S. iy recalls the

. 7 establishment of
the Volunteers in
Galway.
Military Archives, Bureau
of Military History
Collection 1913-1921,
witness statement 714.

¥y connection with the Voluntears cl:rm:.enl‘.'ed
abont 1912-191%. :P:'gﬂ.m_:l Eo thls T used To ba in
ﬁunlin wvary often, nearly every wesk-and in connecktion
with nthletics running at Jopes Boed (now Crodwe Pari).
I was introduced to some men by the lste Tom Esany,
Creughwell. In later vears I found oub these men wera
sll I.R.B. man. I wos generally given o bunch of the
firet Sinn Féin panphlets and asked to post them up in
Galway:; this I 448 feithfully. A short time after
this I was introduced to  Geargs Nichcolls, & young
solicitor working im ¢.C. Conrayfs office, Freanels
Streat, Galway, and a Seamis Carter working in tha
County Gounedl office at the Courthouse, Jelway. 5.
Carter 1 kmew before &s A membar of the Galway Cley

Harriers.

I was ssked to join the Gaslic League and Pipers'
Band. Thare I met John Hoesty, fpi;l Flanngan, Wartin
Bidge, Jehn Opiffin, John Tierney, J. Beetiy and several
pthers, also the late Hary Malone, Maggic Helvin, ete.
¥, Malone ;u.-. afterwards the most astive girl In Galway

in the Cumann na mBap, with Hrs. Oonegen as Chadruean.

Thers was a mecting held in the Town Hall,
191l-1515, (the late E. McBeill and 3ir Roger Casenent
were anongst the speakers) for the porpogs of forming
the Voluntears. ATLeT the meeting s few bundred
joimed wp but that was all that was heard aof mast of

Lhem.,

CARTLANN CHOMHAIRLE CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL, ARCHIVES
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Minutes of a Corps meeting listing attendees and recording appointments
to various posts, 22 May 1914, GSo01/03.
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Irish Volunteers Membership Card for Dr Walsh of Dominick Street,
Secretary of the Galway Corps, who enrolled with the Volunteers on 21
June 1914, GS13/02.

2013-2023

CARTLANN CHOMHAIRLE CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE ??f?ﬂf’,‘f“f ff‘:iﬁf:ﬁz b elebermsod
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL, ARCHIVES



OTLASENGS p-EI1Re NN A
buroeanNnn nNa sailtuime.

B OBJECTS.

1 | N
Subscription | Rifle ! Uniform

! t i : l ’

i i o 1. To secure and maintain the rights
| ! | ‘ 1 T and liberties common to all the people
ot ol P S, | of Ireland.

S 2. To train, discipline, arm and equip
‘ —— g a body of Irish Volunteers for the

S0 SR M T a above purpose.

3. To unite for this purpose Irishmen
i s .. of every creed and of every party and
class.

e e Headquarters:
| 206 Great Brunswick Street,
Dublin.

Irish Volunteers membership card outlining the objectives of the
organisation, GS13/02.

2013-2023
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BRISH VOLUNTEERS,

GALWAY CITY CORPS.

There are at present over 60o Volunteers Drilling and Training in
Galway. Money is urgently needed for their proper Equipment, without which
a Corps is useless. To raise money for this purpose a Meeting of the Citizens
of Galway was held on Sunday, 1gth inst. ‘The subjoined list of subscriptions
is the result, Very much more is needed, and the Volunteer Committee has
decided to make a thorough collection of the Town. Everyone in sympathy
with the Volunteers is expected to contribute more or less in accordance with
their means.

On behalf of the Committee we appeal to you to subscribe as liberally
as you can. Subscriptions should be sent to us at 10, Williamsgate Street. All
contributions will be acknowledged both by letter and in the local Press.
Volunteers willing to pay for their own equipment should intimate the fact to
the Committee or its Collectors.

M. J. ALLEN, }HON.

T. WALSH, Skcs.

Appeal for subscriptions to help equip Galway’s 600 Volunteers,

July 1914, GS13/02.

SN
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Volunteer rreauguar cersy

10, W 1llmmsgate st., Galway.
22-7-'14.

——

GS13jo2 (D

SUBSCRIPTIONS Handed In or Promised at Meeting on Sunday, 19th July, 1914,

£ s d Phad
Mr. Martin M‘Donogh 205050 P. J. Horan, Nun’s Island 2590
Most Rev. Dr. O’Dea .1010 0 Rev. N. O’Fegan_, C.C. et 2 BER0)
Louis E. O’Dea, Solr. SR e s ) Chas. Costdlo Sf, Mary’s Tce. 2 0 0
/e Joseph S. Young, J.P. 550250 Raoul Joyce 2 0420
3 ~ Stephen L. Gwynn, M.P. 5 00 John O’Donnell, Williamsgate
= ]’rufcssor 0’Maille 52010 Street s b B
S5 - A. Costello SEN500F0 B. Roche, Eyre Square 11810
7 Ph\hp O’Gorman, Shop St. 25210 Mr. Calne New York 1 009
"2 Michael J. Crowley, William St 2 2 0 Michael Failon, Market St. 10520
R. W. Mackie 2 20 Professor Power 15020
P. S. M‘Donnell, Solr. 2 2 0 M. Cunningham, U.D.C. 1 00 //— OO,
Rev. P. Davis, P.P. 2 2 0 M. Redington, U.D.v 10380
T Z- S. P. Corbett 22700 John J. Walsh, Dominick St. 120520
Michael Costello 2 20 W. G. Fogarty 1H0=0 o .o
Z- T g Faller, U.D.C. e 12750 Mr. Toner 010 O
wv. P > 9 ¢
Rev. P. Lydon 2 20 /- 1> O
2 é The following have guaranteed the undermentioned sums for their own
/- ("0 equipment :—
- ————— £ s d £ ad
i W 'S “Cieorge Nicolls, Solr. e 801010 I'. Hardiman o )
Dr. Walsh N8 100 J. M. Pringle v =810 0
J. P. O’Neill s g 3 D) M. Campbell hee 9810550
T. Flanagan 81050 M. J. Allen s on1050
W/\Qukofa / ﬂumg : { ¢ (@
. (> ..
: ‘pz Mﬂ / A’Txﬁ}'%c\a,% /(\/l Ve

—

Details of subscriptions received or promised, GS13/02.
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Resolution confirming the election of Mr Cusack as Honorary Captain
of Corps, 3 July May 1914, GS01/03.
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Details of the members appointed in the four Wards in the City to collect
funds for arming the Volunteers, 3 July May 1914, GS01/3.

2013-2023
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izl (5)
IRISH VOLUNTCZnd®

Inspector Gencral's

16, SIH FREDERICK STREET,

) a
5 <

./ ‘

AN N oA

-+ y,
S | /’ s

Letter frdm Col. Maurice Mbore, Inspector General, Irish
Volunteers, to the Galway City Corps, 25 Aug 1914, GS13/02.

Maurice Moore (1854-1939), brother of George Moore of Moorehall, Co. Mayo, was an
author, soldier and politician. He served with the British Army (1874-1906). He was a

member of the provisional committee of the Irish Volunteers, and spent much of 1914
organising the troops in Ireland. He was reluctant supporter of Redmond’s takeover of the @ l\‘
Volunteers and was ultimately the leader of the National Volunteers after the Volunteer split. 2013-2023

CARTLANN CHOMHAIRLE CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
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oslaic na h-éireasann, §|f THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS
Llonsporc: 41 SRAID Cille 'DAR4, 53’3:;;>
e AT cuat. | Telephone.....sovvnrrons
73 Headquarters : 41 KILDARE STREET,
[ Eoin MacNert, B.A.
Qo oo | Laurence J. Kerre, M.LE.E. ply DUBLIN.
]
y
/ ‘I v'
| Handwritten letter from oW L
Liam Mellows, Assistant Secretary,
Headquarters Staff, to the Galway City

Corps regarding ‘payment of expenses

of Mr P H. Pearse’s recent visit to

your city’, 30 August, 1914, GS13/02.

2013-2023
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.....

Liam Mellows’ signature, GS13/02.

Liam Mellows (1892-1922), was a member of the I.R.B. and organiser in Galway for the
Irish Volunteers. During Easter Week he led roughly 700 Volunteers in abortive attacks
on RIC stations at Oranmore and Clarinbridge and took over the town of Athenry.

See for instance www.historyireland.com/20th-century-contemporary-history/liam-
mellows-and-the-irish-revolution/

Deich mBliana Cuimh

CARTLANN CHOMHAIRLE CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE s
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL, ARCHIVES
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| Gslzjor (%) -\
o05la1c na h-éireann, J|f THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS
Lonsponc: 41 SRAID CiLLe D4R, - W 7

- AT cuat. Telephone.......cvor.

Headquarters : 41 KILDARE STREET
[ Eoin MacNeiLt, B.A. i
| Lauresce J. Kerrie, M.LE.E. Ul DUBLIN.

Hon. Secs.

1st. September, 19
Messrs, Allen & Walsh,
1 11i treet,
Dear Sirs
D Sle C
you thet your wishes relative to the Galw
Corps will have our utmost consideration.
oux all
Secs. -
hy A
an /;'z\f)./
dguarters S I

Letter from the Irish Volunteers, Headquarters, 41 Kildare
Street, Dublin, signed by Mellows, to the Galway Corps,
1 September 1914, GS13/02.

2013-2023
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Letter from Luke Duffy to Michael Allen, Honorary Secretary, regarding
the conduct of Private William George Fogarty, 12 Sept 1914, GS13/02. n
2013-2023
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_—_— : = \ s ——_—
Gsi1z o2 (\/) >
65lai1c na h-é1reann, THE IRISH VOLUNTEERS
Llongponc: 41 SRATO CilLle 'OAaR4, _ 2
AT cuat. Telephone....oceunnrnn

FHon. Secs. | EoN MacNeir, B.A. Headquarters: 41 KILDARE STREET,

| LAuRENCE J. ]\ET‘ILE M.LE.E. 2] DUBLIN.

SR

2 inform you th your letter will be laidi dafore the Arms C

Letter from the Irish Volunteers, HQ, carbon signed by Eoin
MacNéill and Laurence J Kettle, and initialled by Mellows, to Allen
and Walsh, Honorary Secretaries of the Galway City Corps,

14 September 1914, GS13/02.

|

Eoin MacNeill (1867- 1945) was a co-founder of the Gaelic League in 1893 and
in 1913 he established the Irish Volunteers and served as their Chief-of-Staff. He

countermanded the orders of the IRB Military Council for manoeuvres on Easter l\A

Sunday 1916 when he found out that they were a cover for the Rising.
2013-2023
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G3RR (29
O'guhg na n-GiReann. s The Irish Volunteers.
buroeann na gailuime. GALWAY CITY CORPS,

M. J. ALLEN.

10, WILLIAMSGATE ST.,
T. WALSH.

GALWAY.
I7th. Septr 1914

Hon. Secs. : {

I oY gcte,

Dear Sir,
leferrinz %o yours of ISth. Insb., kindly send us

imrediately twenty Lee Enfield Rifles at a'prlce nob
£6 each and £I0 worth of ammunition for same, the Rifles
fltbed with Baygonet Standards
cheque for xIIO0 (one hundred and ten pounds) for same.

You mizht also let us have a pehttern Bandoller, haversack,
Bayonebt, Belb ebc. and we shall lebt you have remitbance Por

price of these on hearinz from you.

yours Taithtully

Vs b }
4 e A‘ Hon. Secs.

el ey, m//af

R sl

¥l MCH& t/}"\_-ﬁ
A whlon

Letter from Galway Corps to HQ placing an order for 20 Lee

Enfield rifles, 17 Sept 1914, GS13/02. l. -
2013-2023
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Fogarty (d. 1927), was an accountant with Galway County Council and its
Secretary from 1925-1927. GC/CSO/1, Connacht Tribune, 7 Jan 1927.

F. HARDINAN,

Supersttlendent. COUNTY BU”-D’NGS.
%’nﬁm‘,- — GALWAY.
“Towr Haww, Ganway,"
191
2
/)/r-vfn/l- L 6 )%\*’ Ca il b‘%
3 —— .

Resolution expelling Fogarty from the Volunteers,

[21 September 1914], GS13/02.
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The beginning of the split in the Volunteers

. Redmond, addressing a body of Irish Volunteere on
lesd Sunday, hag now znnounced for the Irish Volunteers & polioy
and progromme fundamentally &t variance with their own publichad
and accepted aims and pledges, but with whiech his nominees are,
of ecursa, indentified. He has declared it to e the duty of
the Irish Volunteers to {ake foreipgn gserviece under & (Covernment
which is not Irish. He has made this n:.x:u\unr‘F:;rl t without
consulting the Provisionzl Commititee, the Volunteers themselves,
or the people of Irsland to whose service alone they are lm’o“cd.

daving thue fisregarded (..1n l.rx:«\‘n Volunteers and their
solemn engegéments, Mr. Redmond is no longer entitled, through
hig .-.n.:x?u»sfa'»‘- tTo any place in the hd'..‘...lﬂt '*'}.‘cw on and gguidanca of

mteer organissat T
2

tion, Those wWho, b; virtue of
€ nomination, have heretofore been admitte d w0 act
thc Provigi onal Comm 44‘ ed, acoordingly cease hsiceforth to
brlwng to that body, and from this date until tho chlln( of &n
rich Volunteer Convention the Provisionsal Comnittee comsists of
tHOﬁe only wWhom it comprised before the cdmission of Mr. Redmond's
neminees.

Extract from a typed circular issued by the Provisional Committee, HQ,
opposing Redmond’s call, made on 20t September 1914, for the Volunteers to
support the Allied cause during World War I. The Committee proposed a
convention to ‘reaffirm the organisation’s Manifesto’ and also ‘To declare
that Ireland cannot, with honour or safety, take part in foreign quarrels
otherwise than through the free action of a National Government of her
own’. It also rejects Mr Redmond’s entitlement to ‘any place in the
administration and guidance of the Irish Volunteer organisation’.

24 Sept 1914, GS13/02.

The vast majority of the Volunteer membership remained loyal to Redmond,
bringing some 142,000 members to the National Volunteers (as the pro-
Redmond Volunteers became known), leaving the Irish Volunteers with under

10,000 members. @ l\*
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Extracts from a draft manifesto of the
Galway Volunteers calling on its

members to abide by the original aims
of the organisation, R

[Oct] 1914, GSo01/03.
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Ges \'s‘c;z (42)

To Martin McDonogh Esq., Chairman Galway City Volunteers.

Sir,

We hereby request you to call a meeting of the
Provisional Committee of the Galway City, Volunteers
as Originally constituted at 8.30 p.m. on Wednesday the
7th inst., at the Ur‘;an Council Chambers Galway for
the following purposes viz:-

1. To ascertain how the Finance of the Committee

stande

2+ To disesolve the existing Committee.
3. To re-constitute the Committee in accordance

with the Policy outlined in Mr Redmond’s

} f A[;';'//u&——;@(»,._, 2z g L
Letter from members of the Galway OBt U 2 4

Manifesto.

City Corps to Martin McDonagh, A e ,/ /,3.\“ / /{/
Chairman of the Galway City /,7’ %, /z -3 /1(4 ﬂ /‘ /% 5 L
Volunteers, in support of C (}*\ ) =0 \ JL %
a/ YWoe
Redmond’s Manifesto, i
St o
5 Oct 1914, GS13/02. E

..\
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during 1914-1916. Then the unfortunate 'eplit’ | John Hosty,
™ . , recalls the split
took place. are was a meeting called in the Town in the Galway
Hall - it wae held in what was known as the Urban Volunteers.
) : Military Archives,
Councll Chenbsr — a pretiy large room;  the late Bureau of Military
- History Collection 1913-
Martin MoDonagh, T.D. (the biggest merchant in o e -

Galway) presided. "Hié sympathies were Redmondite. | 5/9

Our crowd was rounded up for the occasion and a vote
taken which side tha Volunteers as a body would go.

e had no intenticon of golng eny side but the right
" §4de, no matter how the vote went. The Hedmonditie
mection wae alpo rounded up - t.'ha.*.r had a full
following - Volunteers and :l_:m-i;bluntura - for voting
PUrpoBes. The vote was a tile, and Nertin MeDonagh
declared the motion which wae "'ﬂu.t.t.‘nu Irish
Velunteers deserve the support of the mitln,;;i iu-a.t.
It was inevituble anyway. Every cbstacle would be
thrown in the way of the Irish Volunteer quwamant no
matter what heppened. From now on it was open war
between both secticns, The Irish Voluntesrs: had both
press and pecple mr- them, The finsst body of
fifth columndsts in Ireland ware in Galway town.

The remaindsr of the eounty, ﬂﬂ]lﬂﬂillllj' around
Castleger area, was pretty good and could always be
relied on for any help regquired. They were A
deterrent factor sgainst the likelihood of any of us
hers in town getting a bashing. You coald always

call on then if nscessary and, did the other side ,
know it, not hglf) V.«*La'“
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Motto of the original Volunteers, GSo1/03.
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Details on Some of the Galway City Corps
Irish Volunteers (IV)

n

Comments

Redmondite

Links:
See for instance

Allen, Michael

Carter, Seamus
(James)

Cusack, Dr Brian

Duffy, Luke

Duggan, James
(Seamus
IIBawnll)

Flanagan, Tom

Flathery, W.

Fogarty, W. G.

Hardiman,
Frank

Hosty, John

Shantalla, Honorary

Galway Secretary
Secretary
Honorary
Captain

22 Bohermore,

Galway.

Devon Place,

Galway

Town Hall, Treasurer

Galway,

“Faitma”,

Shantalla

Road,

CARTLANN CHOMHAIRLE CONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL, ARCHIVES

Subsequentlya
Solicitor with
McDermott & Allen,
Francis Street
Worked in the
County Council
officeat the
Courthouse

Latera Senator

Second Lieut.
Claregalway Coy.

1st Battalion Galway
Brigade, I.R.A. 1921.

1901?-1925
Accountant Galway
Co. Co., 1925-1927 -
County Secretary.
Died 1927

Member of IRB
Sworn into the IV by
Sean McDermott

Member of IRB,
Sworn into IV by
Sean McDermott

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i
e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0875.pdf
#ipage=1

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i
e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf
#page=1

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i
e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0406.pdf
#page=1

www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.i
e/reels/bmh/BMH.WS0373.pdf
#page=16
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Address Comments

Hynes, Thomas  Kilcullen, IV, Q.M. Member IRB www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie
Newcastle Galway /[reels/bmh/BMH.WS0714.pdf#
Road, Galway Brigade, 1920 v page=25:see also Pensions Files

24SP2588 @

www.militaryarchives.ie

Loftus, P. v
McDonagh, Merchant Treasurer,
Mairtin Mér Galway City v
Martin Corp
McDonagh
McDonnell, P.S. Solicitor S,
Nicolls, President of Solicitor See Military Archives Pensions
George? Galway 1V, workingin G. C. v files @ www.militaryarchives.ie
Sasliise Head Centre of  Conroy’s office
MacNiocall IRB
O’Dowd v
O’Neill, John .
Patrick
Pringle, James
v
Redington, S,
Martin
Usher, Patrick
v
Walsh, Dr Secretary of
Galway Corps, v
\Y)
Walsh, Michael Old Malt, High Member of
Street Galway UDC
Shot by the v
Black & Tans
Oct 1920

BN
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Sources

»  Bureau of Military History 1913-1921 (BMH) Collection at Military Archives,
www.bureauofmilitaryhistory.ie

e Easter 1916 www.easter1916.ie
(A digital cultural heritage application (DCHA) on the Rising is the final project of a MSc in
Applied Digital Media at Griffith College Dublin)

e Galway County Council Archives,
= Galway County Council, Scrapbook of newspaper cuttings, GS/CSO/1
= Gort Rural District Council, G01/12

Irish Volunteers, Galway City Corps: File, 1914, GS13/02

o

o |rish Volunteers, Galway City Corps: Minutes, 1914, GS01/03

o Tuam Town Commissioners, Minutes TTC/1/

»  Military Services Pension Collection, www.militaryarchives.ie/collections/online-
collections/military-service-pensions-collection

« National Library of Ireland, online exhibition The 1916 Rising: Personalities and
Perspectives, www.nli.ie/1916

»  President Higgins pays tribute to those who died for Irish freedom, RTE News, Monday, 25
November 2013, www.rte.ie/news/2013/1124/488741-state-commemorates-irish-
volunteers-centenary/ accessed Dec 2013)

e
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