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RURAL AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT & INTEGRATION & ENVIRONN

COMMUNITY & RURAL DEVELOPMENT & INTEGRATION

LOCAL COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE (LCDC)

The LCDC committee met on th® Bpril and received a presentation frodames
Applegate Galway Rural Developmeon Empowering CommunitiesA presentation was
also delivered from Donal ClanéyealthyAge FriendlyHomes LocalCaordinator for
Galway County.

The LCDC Fundikgyaluation subcommittee met on ®March to assess the Local
EnhancemenProgrammeapplications that were received. A total number of 143
applications were received for current and 186 for capit@helist ofrecommended
projectshas been submitted to thBepartment. The Department expects to announce
successful projects in May 2023l applicantswill then be notifiedof their applications.

HEALTHY IRELAND

CK&FWAY3 {201 Q CI Ndostinesito suppdrtfaimiérs dctods Maya, 3 y
Galway and Roscommon having focussed on
health, financial planning, farm succession and
work-life balance in the month of March and early
April. With expert advice and real farmer stories
shared across social media, radio and newspapers
A G Q& RNJiah oy Bangk of tarhgrsihealth
issues on the farm.

Futtin g farmers and

As part of the Taking Stock campaign,
we have been running weekly slots on
Tuesdays at 7 PM on Galway Bay FM
wkRA2Qa [/ 2dzy i NB [ )
Fahy, as well as on Shannon Side and
Mid-West Radio in Roscommon and
Mayo. Guest speakers have included
hedth professionals, agricultural




i === advisors, and farmers, providing insightful discussions on

Nearly half of farmers with - topics such as Workife Balance, Cardiovascular Health,
depression didn't seek help

Stress Management, Financial Planning, and more. You can
listen back to all five broadcasts on the Galway Bay FM
website.

Additionally, the campaign s eseren

has also been featured in  Getting to the heart of matter
could end up saving your lll'eT

local newspapers, including
the Connaught Tribune in
Galway County, and local
newspapers for Mayo and
Roscommon. The aim is to
inform, educate, and raise awareness of the importance
of farmers' health for both farmers and their families on
the farm.

Slainte na mBan a Chumasu

The talk series as part of tMfomen's Health Programme
has been a great success. Initiated on March 6th, the
programme has received very positive feedback and had a
strong turnout at each session, held in venues across Inis
Qirr, Inishbofin, Inis Mor, Inis Medin, Rdsc, Casla, and
Leitir Meallain
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A range of speakers covered topics such as
nutritional health, gynaecological health, bone
and cardiovascular health, physical activity, pelv
health, and complementary approaches to healt

MARIEHIRYOGA

Things to Remember

Qﬁm The information delivered by each speaker

| during the talks has been highly requested
by attendees due to the invaluable content
and insights provided. Following these talks,
Healthy County Galway, in partnership with
Comhar na nO|Iean and Forum Connemara

hwsical prachice don't waTy azar niean




Connemara and the offshore islands. Planned activities and resources will subsequently be
provided to support each of these groups based on the feedback provided by attendees.

The Mending heARTS R j
project is an arts antealth ‘Mending heARTS’ - Arts and Health Project

Ireland'’s Creative Health
and Wellbeing Fund, in partnership with Healthy Galway and Saolta Arts. It aims to support
patients and people living with heart conditions through arts activities.

Launched in Galway, the project involves a series of art workshops across various locations,
including hospitals and rural areas. These workshops help participants in their journey
through cardiac care by engaging them in creative activities, which e

psychological stress following cardiac events.

The project also focuses on training and upskilling artists to work in healthcare settings,
aiming to build a sustainable model of arts in healthcare.

DR The planning and initiation of this project are still underway to
X establish firm foundations for its delivery. Training and onboarding
sessions for artists commenced in March, and scheduled workshops
are expected to be delivered in April and May at MeHark
Hospital, Croi House, and community settings in Ballinasloe and
Loughrea. Each venue will host a tivour session for four weeks.
Further updates to follow.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

AGE FRIENDLY PROGRAMME

TheAGM oftheh f RS NJ t S 2 LBkeSuivé@ Cdmnitiaé @ill thke place Bhursday

17 April at 2pm. An Expression of Intereftormseeking nominations to eefreshed

Executive Committee has been sentabindividuals and groups registered with the Older

t S2LJ SQa / 2dzy OAf Iy R (2 {#HeSxedutilad Committee, F NI A OA LI
comprising between 120 members, willct as a consultative group for the local authority

and any other agencies, and will also bring key issues for older people to the Age Friendly
Alliance fordiscussion and identification of solutions.

As part of the development of an Age Friendly Strategy for the City and County, action
planning workshops were arranged across 82&/HO (World Health Organisation) Age
Friendly Themeskey agenciesinder each Themwere invited to discusand identify
potential objectives and actions to respond to the key issues identified by older people
during the public consultation phase, which received over 400 responses.




COMHAIRLE NA NOG

The local authority Coordinator for Comhairle na n@wl the Youth Work Ireland
Coordinator both attended anationalfocus groupmeetingto reviewthe currentNOACKPI
(Key Performance Indicatoand howit reflectsthe work of Comhaifl Thefeedback from

the group was that theurrent KPI measurdbe no. of schools engaging wi@omhairle na
nOgwhich does not capture the scope and impact of work being done in targeting seldom
heard youth througlother Community & Voluntary Organisationdt is hoped that the
feedback will resulin amendedY t Im@r&in line with theaim of ensuring participatioof a
diverse range of young peopile Comhairle na nOg.

COMMUNITY AWARDS

The Cathaoirleach Awards 2025 have been launched by Clir. Martina K@&hagpirleach
TheannualAwards, which have been running for over a decadeognize the tirelses work
of individuals and groups and the significant impact they have on quality of life across a
range of areas such as arteritage,environmentalprotection, social inclusion, sportgnd
promoting the Irish Language Noninations will be accepted until the closing date of'18
April 2025and 3 shortlisted individuals or groups in each category will be invited to an
awardsceremony to be held in the Raheen Woods Hotel on Frid&yMa#y.

Nominations have also opened for local authoritiegter groups or communities to
representthe local authority area in the Alsland
Pride of Place Competition The Council wiltlentify

¥ these entrants as part of the Cathaoirleach Awards
process, ané Cathaoirleach Award will be awarded
to these groups to recognize the honour of
representing the County at national level.

LIAM CONNEALLY CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND CLLR
MARTINA KINANE CATHAOIRLEACH LAUNCHING
THE CATHAOIRLEACH AWARDS 2025

TIDY TOWNS

TheNational Tidy Towns Competitidar 2025 has been launched by tBepartment of
Rural and Community Development and the Gaeltachtthednain sponsor of the
competitionSuperValu The closing date for entries to the main competitiodh May
2025 There are also a number of Special Award Categaridsve strongly encourage
Tidy Towns €ups across the Countg consider entry to these Awards which have an
extended closing date off@June 2025:Greenway Projects, Active Travel Projects,
Sustainable Development Goals, Climate Action, Tree Pspfgain LittelProjects Young



Persons in Tidy Towns, Town Centre Frsjects Inclusive Communities, Leave No Trace,
Waters and CommunitieBrojects All Ireland Pollinator Plan, Circular Econp®ghools
Award, Bat ConservatidAroject or Promotional Artwork

Work is also progressingith Irish Public Bodies Insurance transferringour Tidy Towns
GroupstoD | £ g & / 2 dzyhdudancé Qodey This inifiadive ipart of the national
insurancereform agenda in recognition of the vital work that Tidy Towns Groups do in
keeping our town and villagestractive for residents and visitors alike.

PUBLI®ARTICIPATION NETWORK (PPN)

The April PPN newsletter will be sent to all member organisations, council staff, and Elected
Members. Thenewsletter is available on the PPN website

https://www.galwaycountyppn.ie -and PPN social media
https://www.facebook.com/GalwayCountyPPRY ¢ KS tt bQa ¢SS1fée ySéa od ¢
5A3Sa0Q Aa asSyid SIOK CNRARIFe G2 Ittt ttb YSYOSNRAO®

The PPN Funding Training Series with Carmichael Centre will take place onliffeApmill0
O2@SNAY 3 WDNI Yyl MNLINAOIOA@FHRRY BYR! ZRSNEGF YRA
. dzZR3ISGAaQd ¢KSAS GNIAYyAy3Ia gAff WeStonglyi SYRSR 0
encourage PPN members to avail of this free training to strengthen their knowledge of all
thingsfundingrelated ¢ KS FAY Il f &dS&daAz2y Ay GKS &aSNARSaz v
on 20" May.

The PPN has extended the deadline for nominations for four vacancies on the Secretariat.
The elected nominees will represent the Athenry/ Oranmore, Ballinasloe, Loughrea and
Tuam Municipal Districts.One nomination was received for the Social Inclusion Pillar
vacancyThis nomination will be reviewed at the next Secretariat Meeting which is
scheduled to take place on ®April.

The Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage wiipecializednduction
training for all members of Strategic Policy Committees (SPCs) onlifleuosday 17th April
2025 This training is being delivered in conjunction with the Association of Irish Local
Government (AILG) and the Institute of Public Administration (IPA).

ARTS OFFICE

SAMHLAIOCHT AGUS AN NAISIUN

DIFt gl & [/ 2dzyieé& /[ 2dzyOAf ! NIa hFFAOSNI { KINRBY hC
Uachtarainor{ U ® t Day,Nah Glarch2025,Celebrating the Contribution of
Community Arts to Inclusion and Creativity and 40 years of Local Authority Arts Officers.

I NIa hTFFAOSNAR FTNRY Fif GKS [201f ! dziK2NRGASaA
bt AaAgYyQ oWLYIlIIAYLFGA2Y FYR GKS blriA2yQ6 | a L
Ireland during his during his second term. The aim was to highlighpdhverful and


https://www.facebook.com/GalwayCountyPPN/

transformative role of the arts and creativity in the making of Ireland as a republic and as an
idea.

G¢KS ONBIFGAGBS NIa KIS 2FGSy LXF@SR Iy AYLR
A0NXYR& 2F LNBflIYyRQa LI ads LINBaSyd | yR ¥FdzidzN

up hidden threads in our social fabric and weaving new possibilities foF gl dzNS ¢ & A R
President Michael D. Higgins.

SHARON O8GRADY AND
LOCAL AUTHORITY ARTS
OFFICERS WITH THE

PRESIDENT AND FIRST

LADY AT ARAS AN

UACHTARAIN. PHOTO:

TONY MAXWELL

SHARON O3 GRADY AND
CREATIVE PLACES TUAM

ARTISTS AT ARAS AN
UACHTARAIN. PHOTO:

TONY MAXWELL

INTERFACE RESIDENCIES

Congratulations to th&alway Countgrtists selected for our Interface residencies this year,
Alison Connolly and Noelle Lynskey.

Alison is an artist, curator, and educator. With over two decades of experience in curation,
design, and education, her work is driven by a commitment to design thinking that
emphasizes community engagement, advocacy, and activism. This approach hasefhcili
collaborations with prominent contemporary artists and esteemed international
institutions, including the United Nations.




Noelleis apoet and pharmacistvho completed her MA (Creative Writing) in University of

[ AYSNAO1Z 3INIRdzr GAY3a AY WIHydzr NBE wnuud { St SOl
LI NI 2F t2SGNER LNBflIYyRQa t2SGNR ¢2gya t NepaSC
collection.

LEFT: ALISON
CONNOLLY

RIGHT: NOELLE
LYNSKEY

FIRST MUSIC CONTACT WORKSHOPS

This year Galway County Arts Office is participatirigrst Music Conta€ Regional
Development project in partnership with Kildare Arts Office, Louth Arts Office, Galway City
Arts Officeand Roscommon Arts OfficEirst Music Contact is the leading national music
organisation for resourcing popular musicians and the independent music sector in Ireland.

Following feedback from musicians through
@ a survey, here will be a series of workshops
\ and sessions, delivered online, on April
14th, 15th, 16th and 17th, with the second
half of the series scheduled for later in May.

E
Regional Development Plan

These workshops will provide practical
advice and music industry panels on many
Localised surveys & of the issues raised in theurvey Galway
County musicians caattend these
workshops for free and have an input into
the process.

professional workshops* to
support musicians across Ireland.

In partnership with local arts offices

FIRST MUSIC CONTACT SURVEY CALL OUT




ARAS EANNARTIST RESIDENCY

Galway County Arts Offi@nd Aras; anna are delighted to announce an open call for
Galway County artists to apply fon artistresidencyon Inis Oirin August.

Who can apply? The residency is open to professional artists living in County Galway at all
adlF3Sa 2F GKSANI OFNBSNE g2NJAYy3a AYy Fyeé FNITF?2
residency? Accommodation, return ferry, studio space, access to theatre fadlitae
I3+fEfSNASaE YR I enXnnn FNIAadG ¥SSo

When is the residency? Sunday@Saturday 30 August 2025.
Deadline 5pm Thursday 08 May 2025.

Click here for more information:
https://www.galway.ie/en/services/arts/funding/araseannaresidency/

ARAS EANNA AUGUST ARTIST
RESIDENCY OPEN CALL

AUGUST
ARTIST
RESIDENCY

Open call for Galway County artists
Deadline: Thursday 08 May 2025
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CREATIVE IRELAND

CRUINNIU NA NOG 2025

The primary focus for Creative Ireland during the month of April is Cruinniti na nOg, the
national day of Creativity for Children.

In 2024Cruinnit na nOgained global

Unleash your attention with the release of the viral

creative spark YdzaA O GARS2I WeKS { LI NJ
cruinniv.gov.ie Cruinnio success, the programme this year has

been expandeaven further with an

unprecedented response to the Open

Call for funding. Applications this year

have come from schools, youth clubs,

10



https://www.galway.ie/en/services/arts/funding/araseannaresidency/

sports clubs, arts organisations, apibfessional artists. We are looking at an incredibly
widespread and varied programme for this year. The date for Cruinniti na nOg this year is
Saturday the ¥ of June2025.

CRUINNIU AR NA HOILEAIN

|l RRAGAZ2Y I f FdzyRAYy3a 2F emnInnn gl ad aASOdz2NBER (2
2024 we piloted darge-scaleprogramme of events on the islands. This was a huge success

with great attendance across all three islands. Theasa total of 12 events throughout the

day. Following on from feedback, we have decided to take a longeinrtmthe daywith

workshops and project development leading to a family fun day on th&is will help all

the children and young people take partin Cruinniti na nOg and avoid overloading a

single day.

CRUINNIULATE

We have also secured additional fundidgf € ¢toXun @ Qruinnil Late eventhis is
funded by theNighttime EconomyUnit of the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts,
Gaeltacht, Sport and Media. The purpose of Cruinnit Lateesfiower young people
aged 14 to 1&o develop their creative expressiday providing opportunities for them to
participate in creative activitiesinning until 8pmin their local areaThis year we are
working with Sing Along Social to programme workshops in DJ skilesrantplanning for
teenagers in Clifden. The evening itself will consist of a DJ showlease/ event in the
Clifden Town Hall.

YOUTH VOICE DAY AT ARAS EANNA

On Saturday the 29of March,Galway County Coungitovided funding for Sparkcatchers!
Creative Youth Council to atterady outh Voice Day at Aras Eanna, Inis Oirr. The day

consisted of creative workshops where the young people shared their ideas about what
creativity means to them, and what we, as programmers can do in order to help them

achieve their creative potential his project wasun in collaboration with the Local Creative

Youth Partnership Officer of GRETB, as well as Creative Communities Engagement Officers in
Galway City and Roscommon County
CouncilsAlso in attendance were young
people from Creative YoutAdvisoy
Groups in Roscommon and Galway City,
along with their Youth Workers. We also
KFR @2dzy3 LIS2LX S ¥
Youth Club taking part. The day was a
great success with the young people
reporting that they feltheard andenjoyed
getting to mixwith young people from .
different areas and speak to professional artists atibeir work andlives.

11




GALWAY SPORTS PARTNERS

GAMES FOR ALL

Games for all concluded on the first week of April after a fantastic 8 weeks of delivery from
the Atlantic Technologicdlniversitysecond year studentsho supportedtwo groups
throughout the 8 weeks with the support of Galway Sports Partnershipe students took a
disability group and an older adult group for one hour alwandprovided them with a

variety of physical activities to

try over the 8 weeks.

GAMES FOR ALL INCLUSIVE
GROUP & ATU STUDENTS

BIKE WEEK 2025

Bil%emk

Galway Sports Partnership on behalf of Galway County

| 2dzy OAf adz00S&aaFdzZ te aSOdaNBR
. Week 2025vhich runs from 1% May 2025 to 8" May

2025 This funding will support, schools, clubs and

communities to provide activities to promote cycling.

full schedule of events is available at

www.transportforireland.ie

./ I o
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HER MOVES

The HER Movesa ¢ SSy 9 Y LJ2 ¢ SSNArt/MiltEPhysieabaictivity Programme
kicked off in Ballinasloe on 3rd March in collaboration with Involve Youth Service with 8
girls, and in Tuam on 13th March in collaboration wAtlthbishop McHale College and Bru
Bhride Primary HealthCare Tuam with 10 girls participating. Thige2& programme
targets 1012 teenage girls between 115 years old, aiming to create a nadgmental
environment for minority group girls. It providegyal group with specific gym/pool time
with designated tutors, offering them a choice of opportunities to partake in-ggsed and
water (indoor & outdoor) activities.

¢KS LINPANIYYS FAYAa (G2 NBRSTAYS o6KIFG dalLkR2NIecs

women champions who are relatable and relevant. It seeks to provide a clear emotional

@ 12
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reward by increasing water confidence and physical activity competence, awarding
achievement certificates at the programme finale, and signposting the girls to club
memberships, physical activity groups, leadership, and coaching qualifications in their
preferred activities. The programme is run in collaboration with Involve Youth Services
Ballinasloe, Western Traveller & Intercultural Development Centre Bru Bhride, Galway Rural
Development, Coral Leisure, Swim Ireland, and ONAKI National Amateur KaratiatAsso

of Ireland.

The programme is structured into blocks of focus group sessions and physical activity tasters
chosen by the girls. Gyrased choices include Strength & Conditioning, Relaxation &
Mobility, Pilates, Circuits, Guardian Girls Self Defence, and Galway Com@uaits
Activities. Pocbased choices, which
do not require swimwear, include
pool games such as water polo, aqua
aerobics, and aqua bikes.
Additionally, the programme
incorporates creativity choices like
nails/beauty/art/crafts/gear design
and educatio choices such as
leadership, nutrition, body
appreciation, and mental health
workshops.

GUARDIAN GIRLS

Galway Sports Partnership a@fficial NationaAmateur Karate Association of Ireland
ONAKAI Ireland have collaborated for a HER Moves initiative for teenage girls, aged 13+ at 3
locations in Galway; Westside Community Centre, Tuam and Ballinasloe

Guardian Girls is a gendbasedviolence prevention and response programme that
empowers teenage glrls to defend themselves from all forms of violence through sports and

— e N — martial arts trainingThe4-week
programme was funded by Women in
Sport funding streams through Sport
Ireland.

Feedback from the programmes were

| very positive, with some of the girls

| enquiring about joining Karate Clubs in
the City and County or using the
activity as part oftheir Gaisce awards
programmes.

@ 13



BALLINASLOMARATHON KIDS

Irish Olympian David Gillick marked the finale of the Ballinasloe Marathon Kids by joining
250 primary school children from the East Galway town in the final leg of their journey

David Gillick, who competed in the 400 metres and 4x400 metres relay at the 2008 Olympic
Games irBeijing, led the Marathon Kids participants through a series of exercises and
stretches before they embarked on the final run of the series at the Dunlo Running Track
today.

Funded through the Ballinasloe Community Sports Hub under the Sport Ireland Dormant
Account Fund, the Marathon Kids programme targets 5th and 6th class students who learn
the health benefits of physical activity and perform four running sessions per week.

The children ran 26.2 miles over the course of the eigbék programme to complete their
first marathon.

{LISF1{Ay3 F2tft26Ay3 GKS S@Syiz 51 BAR DAffAO]
on the track, having fun, and being active. | hope this event has inspired them to keep

running and to stay active in the
8SIENE (2 02YSo¢

MR. DAVID GILLICK, IRISH
OLYMPIAN, Q&A WITH
MARATHON KIDS

MR. MICHAEL OWENS,
DIRECTOR OF SERVICES
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL,
SONNY LUCAS PARTICIPANT,
MR. DAVID GILLICK, IRISH
OLYMPIAN

@ 14



BALLINASLOE SCHOOLS BASKETBALL

Through the
. Ballinasloe
. Community
; Sports Hulb00
students from
3461 clases in
primary schools
in Ballinasloe
took partin an 8
! = &= = = = WeekBasketball
iy N AR e S D1 mme i
partnership with Basketball Ireland’his culminated in a tournament on Thursday'20
Marchwhere the students joined their peers from other schofmisa tournament in Ard
Scoil Mhuire Therewere lots of fun and laughter throughout the tournament along with
some friendly competition amongst the different teams

BALLINASLOEOACH DEVELOPMENT

As part of the Ballinasloe Community Sports Huis important for Galway Sports
Partnership to builatlub capacity through upskillingf volunteers, coaches, parents
teachers etc in the area.
We do this through
providing a number of
training opportunitiesand
recently ranthree courses
through the Ballinasloe
EnterpriseHub¢ First Aid,
Safeguarding an8port
Irelands Understanding
Physical Literacgourse
These courses wersvell
attended,and it is hoped
to roll out further courses
in the coming months.

SUMMIT STEPS

Summit Steps Hillwalking Programme aims to introduce new walkersilht@lking clubs in

a structured way that allows for upskilling, confidermalding and forging connections with
fellow walkers. The -8veek programme with Beanna Beola hillwalking club runs frofh 23
March for 8 weekend guided hikes at various locations in Connemara and includes 2 skills
days with Mountaineering Ireland instructors.

@ 15



This programme is subsidised by Galway
Sports Partnership and Mountaineering
Ireland

LITTLE WANDERERS HIKE

Little Wanders Hike & Craft returns in 2025 witkaies of four guided hikes designed for
mums and their little ones to connect with nature in a social and supportive group. These
hikes improve physical fithess, reduce stress, enhance bonding, and stimulate babies'
sensory and cognitive development.

The hikes will take place in four different locations around Galway Cou@ong, Knockma,
Coole Park, and Portumnacoinciding with each season: Spring, Summer, Autumn, and
Winter. The hikes are facilitated by Forest
School and Walking Leader, Cécile Robin,
who leads the hikes with her baby

Samuel. Cécile also provides tips on safely
carrying and managing gear when hiking
with a baby or toddler.

INTEGRATION

The Integration Team ran several Integration events across the County

We collaborated on art workshops in
partnership with Galway County Arts
Office and FORUM Connemara for u
Ukrainians living in An Spidéal and for ~
IPA's and Ukrainians in Clifden.

16




We worked with residents dbstan
na Ceathrin Rua to join the St.
Patrick's Day Parade.

- .
=7

We areworking with
community groups and
stakeholders on a County
Event for Africa Day in May
2025 to be held in Tuam.

TOURISM

MEITHEAL 2025

Meitheal 2025 was held at the Gleneagle INEC in Killarney. Meitheal is the largest trade
event for the Irish tourism industry, providing tourism businesses with the opportunity to
sell directly to top international buyers and tour operators.

¢KS 0Sad 2F 6KIFG A& 2y 2FFSNI I ONRP&aa LNBfIl YyRCG
Wild Atlantic Way was showcased over two days with the aim of being scheduled on the

itineraries of the global tour operators. Key themes and trends interestiegnational

buyers this year include mulgenerational trips, small private tours, outdoor activities and

immersive experiences that incorporate food and traditional craft making.

This event was well represented with contingents
from Connemara and East Galway who gained
insights, connections, and shared ambition for a
more sustainable future in tourism

. prg 1= o
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DESTINATION EXPERIENCE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (EAST GALWAY)

The upcomindgeast Galway Tourism Networking event will take place on Tuesdag@4
at The Clan Colla, Main Street, Ahascragh.

~ " Organised with the support of Failte

~ Ireland and Galway County Council, this
event aims to bring together hospitality
providers, tourism groups and
community volunteers to foster stronger
O2ttF062NXdA2y YR SyKIFY
tourism offering. Running from 9.30 am
to 1.30 pm, the event will provide a
platform for businesses and
organisations to connect and share
insights.

A key focus of this networking event will
be the Destination and Experience
Development Plan (DEDP) for East
Galway, which is currently in progress a
LI NI 2F LNBflFyYyRQa
Regional Tourism Development Strateg
This fiveyear plan, supporté by Failte
Ireland and Galway County Council, ai
to unlock the commercial potential of
the area in a sustainable and strategic
manner.

WehD9¢I 9w 29 ¢1 wLx9Q wO9DLhAhD! [ b9¢2hwYLbD |

A

We¢2ISHTKSNI 2SS ¢KNAGDSQ O2yFSNBYOS yR ySig2N] A
March. It brought together leaders in tourism, enterprise, skills and community

development. A shared commitment reflected

in the room to building a thriving, sustainable

tourism sector within the Just Transition region.

Adynamic speed networking session, where
tourism stakeholders connected and sparked
partnerships to support tourism growth. This
¥ event showcased the power of collective action
. in shaping a regenerative future for the region.

@ 18



FAILTER IRELANDS LEARNIFI LIVE

LearniFi Live offers short, expéed, interactive workshops for your tourism business.
April workshops include:

1 Marketing on a shoestring

1 Increasing Visibility with SEO

1 Running Tourism Reports with Google Analytics
Browse full workshop schedulevw.failteireland.ie

SLOWDOWN INTERREG EUROPE PROJECT

BIA Innovator Campus was represented at the flagship Interreg Europe event. Lets
3 Cooperate! 2025, where more than400

participants joined both iperson and online

from 36 countries to explore the future of

interregional collaboration.

BIA representatives showcased the Interreg
Europe Project SLOWDOWN during the project
| exhibition.

Slowdown promotes slow tourism, a
sustainable, immersive and community
- centered travel model that supports local
wnterreg :-nms-n.,

& BIA economies and preserves cultural and
environmental assets.

ENVIRONMENT & CLIMATE CHANGE ICT & HUMAN RESOURCES & DIGI

ENVIRONMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS

GREENSCHOOLS
-I - &

Visits and Assessments continue with school visits to Gort
Community SchooBaile ChlaiSecondary school, Gidte
an Eachreidh, Kilégan Educate Togethand KilglassiS.

Green-Schools


http://www.failteireland.ie/

NATIONAL SPRING CLEAN 2025

& Registration for National Spring

B Clean 2025 has now opened. For
full details go to An Taisce NSC at
https://nationalspringclean.org/

Council urges public to be part of
/| 2dzy e DIfgleQa | yydz
Clean

Galway County Council and An

Taisce are bidding to make this

I LINAE Qa bl GA2YylE {LINAy3a /Sty OFYLIFAIY GKS Y
County Galway involved in the annual initiative.

More than 200 local groups joined volunteers from across Ireland last year to remove 2,500
tons of litter from roadsides, parkend coastlines.

Householders, schools, businesses and communities across County Galway are once again
being encouraged teegister and take part in th26" annual National Spring Clean
campaign.

ClIr Martina Kinane, Cathaoirleach of the County of Galvday A RX aL @SNE Y dzOK
the yearround efforts of local volunteers and groups to enhance the appearance of their

local communities and for making a huge effort during National Spring Clean. We are

fortunate to live in a beautiful county, so it is impant that we respect it by ensuring it is

liter-¥ NBS F2NJ NSaARSyda yR OA&aAG2NR |t Al Sohe

Liam ConneallyChiefExecutive of Galway County Coun@i2 Y'Y S y \We&SaredLirgiag
people who have never been involved in Spring Clean before to register their interest in
taking part this year. Participation can range from one or two neighbours getting together
to pick up litter in their local area to a larger team of coomity volunteers playing their

part in keeping County Galway litteree. Clean up kits are available to support registered
ANRdzLJA Ay [/ 2® DIFf gl e dég

Kieran Coyne, ActinBirector of ServiceRural & Community Development, Integration

and Environmen& AR abl A2yt {LNRAYy3I /Sy WXI&a |
Litter Programme and Litter Management Plan, encouraging everyone to take part in the

effort to keep Galway litteff NB S ¢ &

A 2 L oA

Gl lad @SIENE om: 2F Lttt ¢l adsS 02ttt SOGSR Rdz2NRY
campaign continues to highlight the importance of a circular economy and waste reduction.
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https://nationalspringclean.org/

While the campaign supports local cleap initiatives, it also raises awareness about the
AYLI OG 2F fAGGSNIFYR GKS o0SySTAaida 2F YIFAYyQl A

National Spring Cleasoperated by the Environmental Education Unit of An Taisce in
partnership with Local Authorities and supported by the Department of Climate,
Environment and Energy and Mars Wrigley.

Registrations are being accepted wmww.nationalspringclean.orgnd further information is
available from the Environment Section of Galway County Council cB@2310 /
environment@galwaycoco.ie

LOCAL WEEE (WASTE ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT) COLLECTION:
2025

MOBILE WEEE (WASTE ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONIC EQUIPMENT)
COLLECTIONS 2025

WEEE Ireland, the Irish compliance scheme for electrical and battery recycling, will hold a series of
WEEE collections throughout County Galway starting April 26" 2025.

These collections will allow people from towns and villages across the county to dispose of any
household electrical equipment and batteries in a safe and environmentally friendly manner.

WEEE (Waste Electrical and Electronic Equipment) collections are scheduled for the following
locations in Galway:

TIMETABLE

Saturday 26" April Oughterard — Oughterard GAA Car Park, Pier Road, Oughterard, 10am - 4pm

2025
Co. Galway H91EY2W
Saturday 3 May | Loughrea - Loughrea Mart, Station Road, Loughrea,
2025 10am - 4pm

Co. Galway H62 AV97
Mountbellew — Mountbellew- Moylough GAA Club, Mountbellew,

Saturday 10" May
2025 10am - 4pm
Co. Galway H53 X251

Portumna — Co-Operative Mart, Dominic Street, Portumna,
Saturday 17" May P

2025 10am-4pm

Co. Galway H53X867

Saturday 24" May

2025 Gort — Gort Co - Operative Mart, Ballybawn, Gort, Co. Galway H91 V256 10am - 4pm

Further information from WEEE Ireland https://www.weeeireland.ie/contact/ or 012999320
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BURIAL GROUNDS

Two Part 8 planning submissions lodged this month for a new burial ground development in
Eanach Dhuiand an extension to the burial grounds in Rinville, Oranmore.

DOG CONTROL

DOG WARDEN SERVICE
688 dog licences purchased during the month of March, 468 of which were purchased at the
local post office with the remainder online.

2,338 licences have been purchased for the first quarter of 2025, a 2.1% increase on the first
guarter from 2024.

3 fixed penalty notices issued to dog owners for offences under the Control of Dogs Act
1986 As Amended. 25 fixed penalty notices have been issued to dog owners for the first
guarter of the year.

Dog licencing campaigns were carried out by the dog warden and community warden
service during the month of March. Checks were carried out in estates in GaighM
Cuilinn OughterardBaile Chlaiand Clifden.

WATER QUALITY AND ENFORCEMENT

CATCHMENT MANAGEMENT

Meetings were held between environment and
LAWPRO staff on work to commence in April 2025
on sampling of 14 different sites in the Truskey
Stream waterbody ilBearnaand instream &
riverbank investigations of potential pollution
sources. This is to continue work on addressing
pollution issues effecting the water quality at
BearnaPier.

POTENTIALSAMPLING LOCATIONS IN TRUSKEY
STREAM WATERBODY
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NATIONAL INSPECTION PLAN FOR DOMESTIC WASTEWATER TREATMENT
SYSTEMS

A letter and information leaflet drop was carried out in a number of different waterbodies
to prepare households for inspections of their wastewater treatment systems to be carried
out at the end of March / beginning of April. The waterbodies to be ingubate:

- Abbert_040

- Ballinure_020

- Shiven (south) 010
- Kilcolgan_040

- Ballycuirke_010

Before the end of March, inspections commenced in the Ballycuirke 010 and Abbert 040
waterbodies.

ABBERT_040 WATERBODY

BALLYCUIRKE_010 WATERBODY

BATHING WATERS
The bathing waters annualentification returns, bathing water monitoring calendars and
bathing water profile reviews had to be submitted to the EPA B{yXarch.

SECTION 4 LICENCING
Inspections and water quality monitoring of Section 4 licenced sites for 2025 commenced. In
total 149 sites will need to be inspected during the year.

Enforcement of these licences also continued with proposals submitted from one licensee
for a replacement wastewater treatment system. This was on foot of the council issuing a
legal notice for norcompliance with licence conditions.
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AGRICULTURAL INSPECTIONS
After a number of complaints were received in relation to the spreading of sewage sludge,
Galway County Council attended a number of meetings with a contractor and Uisce Eireann.

Followup inspections of the problem sites were also carried out. Enforcemmers is
continuing.

Six cross reports were submitted in December 2024 for serious breaches of the GAP
regulations, identified during farm inspections. DAFM processed the reports during March
and farmers were sanctioned between 5 to 15%.

A court case took place in relation to the pollution of a watercourse from a farm in county
Galway. The farmer was given a\siek court order to complete works as per notices
issued by the council.

rict Court last Septem-  respect of three transactions  Oliveira were adjourned et in Bew of the .__,‘:""""
The court was 1ok] that  worth €1,800, and had been  Scptember by Judge Pasgwan  jail o 1Y

Farmerﬁned €3’900 over farmyard \ ARTICLE INTUAM HEARLD,

FARMER has been fined farmyard in the townland of  issued to him under the Waste  March 7, Mr Boyle had noy
< ower the discharge of  Joyorgrove in Brownsgrove in Pollution Act. complied with the notice.
wante Jamsary of 2023, Tuam District  The local authority served  “There was no

County Council Court heard last week. the compliance notice on Mr  when we carried out 3 site
afarmimBeowms-  The owner of the farm-  Boyle following an inspection  inspection kst Pridey. He sid
Pove, Tuam regarding the  yard, John Boyle of Number §  of the farmyard. he was going through finan-
selease of dharry into dralms  Queensfort in Brownsgrove, Colm Kennedy, an Envi-  clal bssues when we contaced.
was brought to court for the ronmental Officer with the him." Mr Kennedy wld the
improper .  County Council, determined court.
that from subsequent inspec-  Judge James Faughnan gave
tons of the property, themost  Mr Boyle two separate finesof
recent of which ook place on  €1,500 for the offences.
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SERIOUSLY POLLUTED WATERCOURSE

~ Technical staff from the environment section are taking
part in a number of working groups at present:

- NAIP (National Agricultural Inspection Programme)
working group

- Working group teexamine and update the Code of
Good Practice for the Use of Sewage Sludge in Agriculture
- Working group for Organic Manure Movement Data
Sharing

WASTEAIRMANAGEMENAND ENFORCEMENT

Two litter fines were issued by the Community Warden serviceffences under the Litter
Pollution Act 1997 As Amended. One has been paid to date with the other fine going
through due process.
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19 fines have been issued since the beginning of the year with 8 paid in full, 3 referred to
the Law Agent to initiate court proceedings for npayment and the remaining fines going
through due process.

Annual audits / inspections of Waste Facility Permitted sites began in March. These
inspections will continue throughout the year.

3 Notices / Directions were issued under the Waste Management Act.
2 files were referred to the Law Agents for prosecution.

Waste Presentation Bye law inspections began for the year in Ballinasloe with 2 estates
being inspected.

The final number of solid fuel retailers and transporters were inspected for the Q4 2024/Q1
2025 heating season.

Technical staff attended the annual Health & Safety Seminar where speakers from GCC, IPA
and Bord Gais gave presentations on traffic management, personal safety in the workplace
and safety around gas pipelines.

Staff attended EPA training on Ambient Air Quality Data. Highlighted at the training was the
need for continuous improvements in air quality in order to meet the New Directive
standards in 2030.

Staff finalised and submitted a report to DECC providing updates on the work carried out on
Solid Fuel retailers and transporters amoh-compliantfuel found being sold in the county
during the past heating season.

PROSECUTIONS / COURT CASES

Enforcement staff attende@ill BnainDistrict Court where 2 cases were heard before
Judge Brendan O Reilly in relation to raaympliance with Section 55 Notices. 2 Section 58
Orders were secured with the Judge directing the offenders to clear both sites before the
June Bank Holiday weekend.

it Week \adline to clean up waste material ‘
Whit Weekend deadline to I -

ARTICLE IN CONNACHT TRIBUNE
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TUAM DISTRICT COURT 25TH MARCH.

In late 2024 an individual was prosecuted under Section 32 of the Waste Management Act
for illegal dumping of household waste. 2 tonnes of waste was removed from the site in
guestion and the offender was fined and directed to
pay 900 euro towards the cost of the Council clean

f-‘ly-?hp}per lSJaﬂfsd up. On 2% March the matter was before Tuam
S0 ee. mon District Court for finalisatioq the offender was in

Seemingly, when Council

smeeame ses— coUrt but did not have the money, as a result he was

covered a letter from Galway
District  Court  containing

Reilly’s name.

Ve Jailed for 3 months.
that duringa routine inspection
carried out by community war-
dens, large deposits of illegal
household waste were found
dumped in drains along the
roadside.

Evidence was retrieved from
the waste by council officials
dﬂﬂy identifying the defm»

illegal dumpingground. cil. mngmedandananl’orcemml
But the decision by Judge  The defendant, whowasrep- summons was served on Reilly.
James Faughnan to jail the de- resented by James Glynn solici-  Judge Faughnan was shown
fendant for three months may ~ tor, was due to pay half of this to pﬂmfnsnﬁhenlegaldumping
prove a deterrent to those who  the court in Tuam last weekbut  and expressed his outrage at the
engage in illegal failedtodoso. extent of the problem.
mh&mdﬂw Solkﬂrutumzlo’bnherty He said that apart from de-
on behalf of Galway County stroyingthe environment, those
Haywmﬂ!mﬂm‘ Council, said that the defendant  responsible had no regard for
an offence under the Waste came to court with just €80 theconsequences of where they
| Management Act by illegally Mmhmdﬂmuhmnldw illegally dump  materials,
it whether itis in rivers or streams
ke zldmhshmutaomhm‘ Mro’ oron FER s
Ata previous sitting last year, mﬂ\su{ﬂnmumllnu- The Judge addes
Reilly was required to pay over ing that had occurred in the would have no problem.
€900 to the court as part of a  Cleonthue area of Tuam along  those responsible to prison or
contribution to assist with the vd:hdmnmﬁmutnhuw impose pumshmg ﬁnes when
clean-up npeminnbeﬁum th they

PHOTOS OF WASTE DUMPED IN
TUAM - RELATING TO THE ABOVE
COURT CASE AND PRISON
SENTENCE

CONSTRUCTION & DEMOLITION WASTE

One new application for Waste Facility Permit was received in March. The applicant intends
to set up a facility for recycling construction and demolition waste including concrete and
soil and stone, this will be done via an EPA Art 28 End of Waste Registfhis will be the

first site of its kind in Galway and a welcome addition to the construction industry in the
region as there are a limited number of facilities available at present for the disposal of C&D

waste.

2 sites were inspected in relation to the unauthored importation and storage of C&D waste.
Enforcement action will be taken in relation both sites.
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CORPORATE SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES, CITY & COUNTY LIBRAF

CORPORATE SERVICES

VISIT TO GALWAY COUNTY COUNQIQHY CUMMINS, T,.MINISTER OF
STATEEORHOUSING, LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND HERITAGE

JohnCummins, T.D., Minister of State of Housing, Local Government & Heamitggith
Galway County Counéhief Executive, Mr. Liam Conneally, d@hagement Team on 17
April 2025 in Aras an Chontae.

ASSEMBLY
MEETING IN
SLIGO, 2187
MARCH
2025
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PUBLIC SECTBIRMAN RIGHTS AND EQUALITY DUTY

ANNUAL ACTION PLAN FOR DUTY 2025

The organisation has prepared an Annual Action Plan for Duty 2025, which was approved by
the Management Team on 25th March 2025. This plan will serve as a strategic guide for our
ongoing efforts in this critical area, demonstrating our commitment to thkljgusector

duty. ThePlanwill be available for viewing on our website in ARORS

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION, ACCESS TO ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION &
DATA PROTECTION

2025 YEAR TO DATE STATISTICH.03.2025

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION

Freedom of Information (FOI) Statistics

45

5 2 1
0 I —
Requests Received Internal Review Requests received Appeals made to Information
Commissioner

m As of end of March 2025

ACCESS TT@FORMATION ON THE ENVIRONMENT

Access to Information on the Environment (AIE) Statistics
12 11

10

2 1
0
0 [

Requests received Internal Review Requests received ~ Appeals made to Environmental
Information Commissioner

m As of end of March 2025

DATA PROTECTION

To ensure compliance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) and Irish data
protection laws Galway County Countids implemented a comprehensive ongoing training
programme for all staff members. This programme includes several key components
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designed to enhance awareness and understanding of data protection principles and
practices.

Allnew staff members must undergan online induction andata Protectiorawareness
training. These sessions provide an overview of the GDPR, emphasising the importance of
data protection and the legal obligations under the Data Protection Acts-2088. The

training covers key concepts such as lawful processing, data suigjets, and the
responsibilities of data controllers and processors.

To further bolster our data protection efforts, online training on cyber security and data
breaches is issued to all new staff. This training addresses the risks associated with cyber
threats and the measures that must be taken to prevent data breaches. It is darcial
maintaining the integrity and security of personal data, as mandated by the GDPR.

A quarterly data protection awareness newslett@ascirculated to all staff members. These
newsletters serve as a continuous reminder of the importance of data protection and
provide updates on relevant legal developments and best practices.

Finally, meeting notes from the Data Protection Officer Network are circulated to all Data
Champions within the organisation. This ensures that those responsible for data protection
are kept informed of the latest discussions and strategies for maintagongpliance with
GDPR and Irish data protection laws.

CIVIC RECEPTION

The Cathaoirleach on behalf of the Elected Members and people of Galway honoured CLG
An Cheathrd Rua on becoming-Wdlland Club JFC Champions.

MEMBERS OFCLG AN CHEATHRU RUA AND MANAGEMENT WITH THE CATHAOIRLEACH,
CHIEF EXECUTIVE AND ELECTED MEMBERS OF GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL
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The Cathaoirleach on behalf of the Elected Members and people of Ghtwayired the
KilkerrinClonberne Ladies Football team on winning their fourth successireekalihd

Ladies Senior club title.

MEMBERS OF THE KILKERRIN CLONBERNE SENIOR LADIES FOOTBALL TEAM AND
MANAGEMENT WITH THE CATHAOIRLEACH, CHIEEXECUTIVE AND ELECTED MEMBERS

OF GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL
The Cathaoirleach on behalf of the Elected Members and people of Galway honoured
Sarsfields Camogie Team on winning the Senior Club Camogie Championship.

MEMBERS OF SARSFIELDS CAMOGIE TEAM AND MANAGEMENT WITH THE
CATHAOIRLEACHCHIEF EXECUTIVE AND ELECTED MEMBERS OF GALWAY COUNTY

COUNCIL
RECREATION AND AMENITIES

The recruitment of lifeguards is ongoing for Bathing Season 2025. Applicants have applied
for the position of beach lifeguard for the joint County & City service which will operate in
16 designated bathing areas, 10 in the County, 6 in the City.
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