NON-TECHNICAL SUMMARY

OF THE

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

ON THE

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

OF THE

DRAFT COUNTY GALWAY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
2009 -2015

for: Galway County Council

County Buildings
Prospect Hill

Galway

by: CAAS (Environmental Services)

4™ Floor, 7 Red Cow Lane
Smithfield
Dublin 7

AUGUST 2008

Includes Ordnance Survey Ireland data reproduced under OSi Licence Number 2003/07CCMAGalway County Council. Unauthorised
reproduction infringes Ordnance Survey Ireland and Government of Ireland copyright. © Ordnance Survey Ireland



Environmental Rport on the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Draft Galway County Development Planr220@D
Non-Technical Summary

Table of Contents

Section 1 Introduction and Terms of Reference .o i 1
Section 2 The Draft Galway County Development Plan .........ccooooiiiiiiiiiiiiiies e, 2
21 SrUCtUre and CONEENT ......oiiiiiiiii et et e e e e e rree oabtieeeeeesssnbrereeaeeaaaaee aeesnne 2
2.2 Overall SIrAtEIC AIMIS .. ..ci it eiiiies et e s tesabreeaabe e e aabr e e s abrees teeannnes 2
2.3 Overall Spatial StrAtEQY . ..vvvereeeiiiiiiiieeeiiiiiis crrrrirrre e e s e e e aies eeesrirrr e e e e s aeees 3
Section 3 EXISting ENVIFONMENT oo e avriinees 4
3.1 [0 o 11Tl 1o o PRSPPI 4
3.2 Biodiversity and FIora and FaUNGL..........ccooiiiiiiiiiiiiis i avrree s ee e 5
3.3 Population and Human Health............ccccciiiiiiii s et 7
3.4 SO0l tie ettt e e keeee e e e e a e ee e s raeaat keeeessbeeeeareeeeanraeeeaes e 7
35 Water and WaSTE WALEK........c..uviiiiiiiiiiiiiits ittt riies bbbeeee e e e s s re e e e e e aannes aeae 9
3.6 Air and ClMAtiC FACLOIS.......cuviiiiie et e es reeaeeessnrerra e e e e s e neneees ... 14
3.7 N[0 = Ul o =T 1= Vo = OOV PP PPPUPPPPN 14
3.8 [T T o= T o1 ST 16
Section 4 Alternative Plan SCENArIOS  ...ccciiiiiiiiiieieiiiiiiis cvrrrise e e e e e e e e e e eeeeaaeees ... 18
4.1 INEFOAUCTION it s ettt rrtes ebeeeee e s e s e e e e e s e snbree abnbeeeeeessannnnens 18
4.2 Alternative Scenario 1: Dispersed Development SHALEGY ..........c...cccvceivcvceins avveieiiiieeeenn, 18
4.3 Description of Alternative Scenario 2: Structured Development Strategqy ................ccoceeue.. 19
4.4 Description of Alternative Scenario 3: Centred Development Strategqy.............uuuuueeeeveva.... .. 20
Section 5 Evaluation of Alternative Plan Scenarios ..o i 22
51 Evaluation of Alternative Scenario 1: Dispersed Development Strategy..............cccceecvuvunnnns 22
5.2 Evaluation of Alternative Scenario 2: Structured Development Strategy ............................... 23
5.3 Evaluation of Alternative Scenario 3: Centred Development Strategy..............c.c.cccceeveene. .. 26
54 The Preferred ARRBINALIVE ......cc.ooi i e eeeerrnirrre e e e e e snreaeeeee s .. 28
Section 6 Mitigation and Monitoring MEASUIES .oeeciiiiiie s e 29
6.1 Y 11T F= 11T o I PO PRP PP 29
6.2 Mitigation MEASUIE TOPICS.....cccceiccciiiiis eerereteeaeaeaaaeaaaaaaaaaaaaaes ararsssssesrarrrarrerrrrrrreees .29
6.3 /o] a1 o 1 o PSSP 29

CAASfor Galway County Council i



Environmental Rport on the Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Draft Galway County Development Planr220@D
Non-Technical Summary

Section 1 Introduction and Terms of Reference

This is the Non-Technical Summary of the Environmental Report of the Draft Galway County
Development Plan Strategic Environmental Assessment(SEA). The purpose of the report is to provide a
clear understanding of the likely environmental consequences of decisions regarding the future
accommodation of growth in County Galway.

What is an SEA?

SEA is a systematic process of predicting and evaluaing the likely environmental effects of implementing
a proposed plan, or other strategic action, in order to e nsure that these effects are appropriately
addressed at the earliest appropriate stage of decision-making on a par with economic and social
considerations.

Why is it needed?

The SEA is being carried out in order to comply with the provisions of the SEA Regulations and in order to
improve planning and environmental management within County Galway. This report should be read in
conjunction with the Draft Development Plan.

How does it work?

All of the main environmental issues in County Galway are assembled and presented to the team who are
preparing the new plan. This helps them to devise a plan that protects whatever is sensitive in the
environment. It also helps to identify wherever there are environmental problems in the County - so that
these wondt gandideallptie plarotries te improve these.

To decide how best to make a plan that protects the environment as much as possible the p lanners

examine alternative versions of the plan. This helps to highlight the type of plans that are least likely to
harm the environment.
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Section 2 The Draft Galway County Development
Plan

2.1 Structure and Content
The Draft CDP consists of:

e the main plan document;

e the Galway County Spatial Strategy;

e the Galway Housing Strategy; and,

e the Record of Protected Structures.
The main Plan document is divided into eleven chapters and sets out the aims and objectives for the
County under the headings of: Spatial Strategy; Settlement Strategy; Economic Development and
Tourism; Housing Provision; Roads and Transportation; Infrastructure and Services; Social Community

and Cultural Heritage; and, Agriculture, Mariculture and Silviculture. The main Plan document also
contains development management guidelines.

2.2 Overall Strategic Aims
The overall strategic aims of the Plan are to:

e Implement an overall development strategy for the County aimed at achieving the balanced
development of County Galway in a strategic and plan led manner;

e Improve the quality of life for the people of Galway and maintain the County as a uniquely
attractive place in which to live, work and visit;

e Create a receptive development environment in response to national and regional policy, such as
the National Spatial Strategy, the National Development Plan 2007 - 2013 and the Western
Regional Planning Guidelines and secure the development of the identified major infrastructural
projects which will underpin sustainable development throughout the County an d Region during
the Plan period;

e Conserve the natural, built and cultural uniqueness of the County whilst accepting that this
uniqueness has the potential to generate economic well being, enhanced quality of life and
create vibrant communities;

o Drive forward the balanced economic and social development of Galway by facilitating new
strategic developments at appropriate locations and enhancing the quality of life for the citizens
of Galway within an environment of outstanding quality;

e Consolidate the Gaelacht and support its importance to the Irish language locally and nationally,
whilst protecting its importance as a cultural reservoir ;

e Recognise the Galway Metropolitan Region as a location with the potential to attract investment
both to the City and to the County, with mutually beneficial consequences, if managed and
planned properly between the joint Authorities; and,

e Facilitate and encourage greater public involvement in the planning process.
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2.3 Overall Spatial Strategy

The Plan proposes a structured approach to spatial planning and the settlement strategy founded on a
well-developed urban structure supporting diverse rural areas. The strategy follows a strong yet flexible
approach to development, placing emphasis on building critical mass in the Hub Town (Tuam) and at key
towns and villages along the strategic development corridors emerging along the new transportation
infrastructure (road and rail). The existing settlement strategy has been rationalised based on existing
and proposed service infrastructure whilst providing a focus for the continued support of the rural areas.
Rural populations will continue to be supported through the settlement centres and through a
sustainable, flexible approach to maintaining rural economy and population, balanced against responsible
environmental protection.
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Figure 2.1 lllustrative depiction of the spatial planning and settlement strategy for the
County from the Draft County Development Plan
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Section 3 Existing Environment

3.1 Introduction

The environmental baseline of County Galway is described in this section. This baseline is used in order
to identify, describe and evaluate the likely effects of implementing the Draft County Development Plan
and it includes sections on the following components i biodiversity, flora and fauna, population, human
health, soil, water, air and climatic factors, material assets, cultural heritage, landscape.

County Galway is the second largest county in Ireland with an area of 6,148 square kilometres and a
population of 231,035 persons as of Census 2006, 159,052 of which live in the administrative area of

Galway County Council and 71,983 of which live in Galway City. Located in the west of Ireland, the

County shares borders with five other counties - Mayo, Roscommon, Offaly, Tipperary and Clare -,
bordering the Atlantic Ocean to its east with a coastline of around 689 kilometres, excluding that of its

many off shore islands. Human interaction with the land and sea is evident from the earliest of t imes up
to the present, from archaeological remains to farmland to growing urban centres such as Galway City,
Athenry, Ballinasloe, Clifden, Gort, Headford, Loughrea, Oranmore, Oughterard, Portumna and Tuam.

1 CSO (2007 Census 2006 Volume 1- Population Classified by AreaCork: CSO
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3.2 Biodiversity and Flora and Fauna

3.2.1 Overview

County Galway contains a variety of natural habitats including many of international nature importance

such as blanket bogs, fens, heath, ancient oak woodland, turloughs, species-rich calcareous grassland
and limestone pavement. The County also contains a large number of rare, threatened and uncommon

species, including a large number of plants and animals that are protected under national and European
Union legislation.

Land-cover within the County” is shown on the map overleaf. This mapping shows an overall difference
between land cover to the west of Lough Corrib and land cover to the east of the Lough.

The western half of the County is primarily covered by the peat bogs category of land cover whereas the
eastern half of the County is primarily covered by pastures as well as significant portions of peat bogs
and complex cultivation patterns. Water bodjes are spread across the western half of the County as are
pockets of tfransitional woodland scrub and coniferous forest. Agricultural lands with natural veget ation
are found near the banks of the Corrib system and other lakes as well as being spread across the north
of the County - to the south of Headford and to the north west of Tuam - and across the south west
corner of the County. A mosaic of peat bogs, transitional woodland scrub and coniferous forests is found
over a wide area located between Gort and Portumna, in the vicinity of the Slieve Aughty Mountains.

Figure 3.1 Land Cover Map

2 European Environment Agency Coordination of Information on the Environment (2004) /reland’s Corine Land Cover
2000 (CLC2000)Copenhagen: EEA
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