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Co-operation.

The church, the school and the library are institutions which
naturaly constitute a triple alliance. Co-operation between the
library and the school is being rapidly developed. School lib-
raries have increased from 68 to 96 in the year. The increased
help, both direct and indirect, of the clergy by recommending
books and guiding library taste, has been responsible for increas-
ing the use of the library. Rural centres now number 194, as
compared with 161 last year. Among organisations, parish and
temperance clubs have played a large part in assisting library
interests. This is especially marked in Galway, Tuam, Portumna
and Ballinasloe, where the library gives the clubs all possible
encouragement and help. The active co-operation between the
library and the County Vocational Education Committee has re-
sulted in increased issues of books required in carrying out the
programme of the classes, and represents over 1,000 additional
issues of works in the Irish language, Irish literature, technology,
and domestic economy. The help given under this head by the
Ministry’s Inspector, Mr. Sheridan, and by the Chief Executive
Officer, Mr. S. O’Baoighill, and his staff must be recorded. Ac-
knowledgment of the unstinted interest shown by the public Press
—in particular by “The Connacht Tribune” and its allied paper,

The Connacht Sentinel,” in giving space to the many matters
which bring the library to the attention of the public and in-
forming readers of progress in library interests.

Lectures.

The difficulties met with in organising lecture courses under
the library’s auspices have been twofold: (a) the expense of
securing the best talent ; and (b) the lack of public appreciation
as shown by the very poor attendances. The results of three years’
experience have shown that the cost has not been justified, and
the scheme has been abandoned.

Library Exhibitions.

The exhibits of posters, books, pamphlets, manuscripts,
photographs, illustrations and objects of antiquarian interest at
the county feiseanna during the year created in many places
interest in books in general, and in the library in particular.
Their effectiveness, as attested by actual book demands, has
s \n that the exhibitions are a most economical investment,
both as to time and cash outlay.

Carnegie Trust Grants.

The Carnegie Trustees, fully realising that the development
of the Galway Library Scheme has led to the need for suitable
headquarters on a far more considerable scale than was required
for the inception of the library, have made a grant of £400 out
of their allocation towards the cost of the new County Library
Headquarters. This amount is payable on the completion of the
new County Council offices in accordance with the plans (which
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includes a library designed on modern and up-to-date lines) pre-
pared by the County Surveyor, Mr. M. J. Kennedy. The Trus-
tees have also granted the sum of £600 for the purchase of
additional books.

Branches.

It is easier to secure a new and adequate branch building in
a community which has been served by a temporary branch than
to raise funds for a building in a neighbourhood without pre-
vious library service. Thanks to thé Vocational Education Com-
mittee, the Chief Executive Officer and Principal of the local
school, a section of the Ballinasloe Vocational Education Centre
has been placed gratis at the disposal of the library for use as
a Branch Library. Although only in operation six weeks it may
be seen by the statistical appendix that the project promises
to be $ success.

The Loughrea Temperance Club Committee has offered a por-
tion of the Club’s premises for use as a Branch Library at a
nominal rent. It is hoped to open this branch in October next.

Statistics.

The large increase in the total number of books issued dur-
ing the past year naturally means that all classes of literature
show individual increases. The most considerable of these in-
creases are, of course, in fiction (which accounts for practically
a half of the year’s total) and juvenile works, with a relatively
substantial increase in books in the Irish language and Irish
literature respectively.

The second portion of the statistical appendix shows the
percentage of issues in each class of literature. It will be seen
that the percentage of fiction read has decreased in the rural
areas and increased in the urban areas (rural ~3.50% and urban
+06 %). In passing, it may be noted that “ reading seasons are
no longer so concentrated as they were, but are now spread
more evenly over the whole year.

The following brief explanation is necessary for the proper
understanding of the information supplied by the analytical
tables. First of all, the tables represent the books issued for
home reading only. They do not represent the encvclopaedais,
guide books, dictionaries, etc., consulted in the library head-
quarters. If the figures showing these consultations were to be
included, the totals would attain astronomical proportions, but
they would hardly represent the principal work of the library.
Again, the figures shown are those compiled from the issues
and records kept at the centres and at headquarters, and do not
include the issues at the few centres where the records are not
proprly kept.

Another important point is that since the inception of the
scheme the tables have been compiled on exactly the same lines,
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so that they provide the only satisfactory basis available for
the comparison of one year with another.

The arrangement of the analysis is based on the Dewey
Decimal System of classification—a system in use in all Irish
county libraries—and this enables the County Galway Library
Stcrt1ertne to be compared with that of every other county issuing
statistics.

Statistical Summary for the Year 1931-32 . —

Year of SCheme.........ccovviviiiiiii Eighth
Period for which figures are given ... 81st March, 1932
Population of County Library Area .............. 169,311
Net assessable valuation of Library Area....... £490,864

Number of Centres at which Books are maintained from the
County Library:—

No. of Books. Centres.
OVEN 2,000  ooeeiii e 2
2,000-1,000 7
1,000-500 oo 13
B00-250 e . 127
250-100 26
under 100 . 19
Total ..o 14

Book Stock at the close of the period of this Report and Number
of Issues recorded during the year 1931-32 :—

Volumes in Percentage of
CLASSIFICATION. Stock.  Issued. Books Issued.
Generalia........ccccvvvvves ceenee 141 833 0.53

........ 126 313 0.20
........ 170 725 0.46
Sociology....eeeeeeeeeeeeeennn ool 545 3334 2.10
........ 735 3348 2.11
....... 460 2511 1.58
....... 773 5350 3.37
........ 231 1252 0.79
........ 2782 12196 7.70

History,  Geography, Bio-

graphy, Travel ... ... ... 1758 13605 8.60
........ 10818 88195 55.67

Juvenile Literature ... ........ 4173 26770 16.89
Total....... ....... 22712 158432 100.00

Books Borrowed
(@ From lIrish Central Library for Students 472
(b) Other Libraries ..........coccccvviviiiiiniinnenn. 47



Analysis of Issues at Centres and Branches

Classification of Books Issued.

>
e
= - o o > >
Issued-at o 5 8 g =o _ £ 5 >",Jc:>.°25 s D
3 > S % 5 Q = < E 5 EE e c o1 TOTAL
- — — m m
t g S S &S 392 ¢ £ 2388 2 geé
& 4 za >S5g & J TOoFm
287
. ;32 316 3150 2998 2263 4697 go3 9929 10114 70061 23215 128730
0.27 245 233 176 365 069 771 7.86 $4.42 18.04 100.000
Galway Urban Branch |
y . 30 8 25 44 240 106 434 272 940 1898 1 3544 25334
Percentage of issues 003 0.10 017 095 042 171 1.07 371 750 Y023 13.99 100.00
Ballinasloe U r b an | | |
Branch (openGwks.) 2 4 19 3 23
33 341 1 436
Headqrs. to students ... 75 18 354 133 119 138 200 84 1304 1560
3932

Total issues........
833 313 725 3334 3348 2511 5850 1252 12196 13605 88195 26770 158432

leAti-ssSAU a 'spAmeAs ah orne’yo teAtmA a cumeAi) as chaouiada is IMAI» sad
DLA*OAIr.



ship Wh Ch th® Committee ei>joys Institutional Member-

The Bibliographical Society of Ireland.
A» Cumann le Bealoideas na h-Eireann.

The Galway Archeological and Historical Society.

Hie Irish Library Association.
The National Home Beading Union.
I he Library Association,

f he Royal Society oi Antiquities of Ireland.

Periodicals Purchased

-The Catholic Bulletin.
The Dublin Review.
Everyman.

The Fortnightly Review.
Tho Irish Book Lover.
The Irish Monthly.

The Irish Rosary.

The Library Review.
The Library Word.

The Librarian.

The School Government Chronicle
Studies.

The Times Literary Supplement.

DONOR.

Patrick L. 0’Madden, Esq., Dublin ...........
Irish Tourist Association, Dublin ...............
Carnegie United Kingdom Trust ...............
Lt.-Col. John Murray, D.S.0., M.A., Lon-
AON e .
Gilbert Lynch, Esqg., Co.C.....ccccceevrrinnnnnnnn.
The Reverend A O°Farrell, S.J., Galway
Anonymous, Galway .........cccoiiiiiiinnnnnn.
Cork Public Library .......ccooooiiiiiiiiiininne
Fife County Library....ccoocovveeeeieeeeeeneennnns
Banff County Library ..o,
Devon County Library ...,
Dr. Bartley O’Beirne, C.M.0.H., Galway
W. E. McCullagh, Esq., Galway ...............
Cork County Library .ieeeeneennn.
Essex County Library .......cccoooiiiiiiinnnennnnns
W. H. Lauder, Esq., Belfast........occcuvrunnnns

J. B. Goldsbrough, Esq., Chief Librarian,
Belfast ..o s

The Educational Company of Ireland .......
Derbyshire County Library ...........ccccceee.
Wigan Public Libraries .........ccccociiiiiiiinnn.
East Hussex County Library ......................
The Friends of Irish Freedom, New York
P. S. O’Hegarty, Esq., Dublin ...................
S. O’Baoighill, Esq., Chief Executive Offi-

cer, Co. Galway Vocational Education

COMMITLEE  .ooeiiiiiie e

The Central Catholic Library, Dublin .......
Berwick Education Committee ...................

No. of
No. of Pamphlets,
Vols. Newslgapers, Total.
tc.

— 2 2
— 24 24
1 24 25
1 — i
14 22
2 — 2
9 — 9
— 1 1
— 1 1
— 1 1
— 1 1
— 1 1
1 — 1
— 1 1
— 1 1
— 2 2
1 — 1
C — 6
— 1 1
— 2 2
— 6 6
1 — 1
12 — 12
— 1 1
— 1 1
— 1 1
42 86 128



COUNTY LIBRARIES’ COMMITTEE, 1931-32

Chairman : The Reverend James O’Dea, B.A., B.C L

Vice—Chairman : Francis Kelly, Esq., U.D.C.
The Reverend Malachy Brennan, P.P
Patrick Cahill, Esq., Co.C.

Eamon Corbett, Esqg., Co.C.

John Hosty, Esq.

Michael Keane, Esq., U.D.C.

The Reverend Brother Jarlath Edwards, O.S.F., M.A.

The \ery Reverend T. J. Monsignor Joyce, P.P.
Thomas C. McDonagh, Esq., U.D.C.

The Very Reverend P. J. Canon Moran, P.P.

The Very Reverend J. F. M. Canon Nash, M.A.
Nicholas O’Carroll, Esq., Co.C., UD C

The Reverend Andrew O ’Farrell, S.J.
Professor I'hornas.O’Rei’'ly, Esq., M.A., Ph.D
Harry O’'Toole, Esqg., Co.C.

P. J. Parker, Esqg., N.T.

J. W. Ronaldson, Esq., Co.C.

James A. Russell, Esq., U.D.C.

The Very Reverend Joseph S. Canon Walsh, M.A.. B D.

Examples of some of the Library’s Publicity Posters.



(Table (a). ™ Abstract of Accounts showing Receipts
of the County Galway Libraries Committee for

revenue

Charge.

Receipts during the financial period 1301 3'3 SO
STHE T rhar™ £1301 3 10
Table (b)- TABLE EXPLANATOEY OP
Nature of Receipts.
Galway County CouncCil .......cccccovvvviiiiiviiiiiiiiinennn. s\d,
(Rate fd. in the £, Countv-at-Large )
bubscnptions and Fines ... . ‘ 99 4 n
Cancelled Paying Order ............... 2 18 11
_ Total receipts ... jflQ
Table (c). Statement of Balances at the
Dr- " o " 7 r
To Treasurer, due by him:— s- d.
Ordinary Account............ R P O
, Secretary, due by him ........ccooeviiiiiinninnn 5 Q
”  Clerk-in—charge, Ballinasloe Branch ’Library !” 100
Total .......ceoeen. 77 —
.............................................. £14 6 3
Table (d)- Statement of Cash Assets and Liabilities
Assets.

Baﬁ‘anl'és &thEVTrS%u é‘rt_he financial,period in the nn % <
Balance in hands of Secretary”..”.!”.". "™ " 5 f
) Clerk-in—charge, Ballinasloe

Branch Library ................... 10 O

and Expenditure with a Statement of Balances
the year ended the 31st day of March, 1932.

ACCOUNT.

Discharge. £ s d
Balance against at close of lastfinancial period ... 29 07
Payments during the financialperiod ................... 1258 17 0O
Balance in favour at close of thisfinancial period ... 13 6 3

Total discharge........ccccvvvvvvveiiiiiiiiiiiiinn, £1301 310

THE REVENUE ACCOUNT.

Nature of Payments. Amount.

£ s d

Books and Binding....ccccceeeveiieiieiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 429 1 4
Printing and Stationery ...........cccccoeeviiiiiiiiiiieienene 2 111
Heating, Cleaning, etC........ccccccoeviviiiiiiiiiiieiieeiieeiinns 39 13 0
Transport and Travelling..........cccoevvviiiiiiin e, 127 1711
Petty Cash and Sundries..........cccccocvvverevniieeineeenenn. 69 17 4
Salaries.....o i 566 16 4
Total payments......cccooeeeeiiiie £1258 17 O

close of the Financial Period.

BY BalanCe.....cocvvviiiiiiiiiieeiiiieeieeeeeee e, 14 6 3

Financial Period ended the 31st day of March, 1931

Liabilities. £ s d
Outstanding OrdersS.........cccccvrverrerine ceeeeeeereeeeeeeeene 102 3 7
TOotal i £102 3 7

S J. MAGUIRE,

Secretary and County Librarian.
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