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C o , Libr*fu-y He<viquAi'fc©-rs ,

C ourth ouse  ,

G a lw a y ,

1 8 t h  J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 4 .

A C h a r a ,

The A n n u al  G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  of* the G alw ay  C oun ty  L ib r a r i e s *  Committee  

w i l l  be h e ld  in  the C o u n c il  C ham ber, C ounty  B u i l d i n g s ,  on F r id a y ,  

2 7th  J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 4 ,  at 4 . 0 0  p .m .

M is e , le  m eas,

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA G AILLIM H E

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA
1 . M inutes  o f  the p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .

2 .  E l e c t i o n  o f  Chairm an and  V ic e- C h airm an .

3 . E stim ate  1 9 8 4 .

4 . N o m in atio n  o f  two d e le g a t e s  to a J o in t  C o n feren ce

o f  the L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  I r e l a n d  and the  

N o rth e rn  I r e l a n d  B r a n c h , The L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  

in  P o r t r u s h , Co . A n tr im , from  1 4 t h  - 1 8 th  M ay, 

i n c l u s i v e .

5 . Overdue B o o k s .

6 . Any  o th er  b u s i n e s s .

To each  member o f  the Com m ittee .

To the C ounty  M anag er .

To the C ounty  S e c r e t a r y .

To the e d it o r s  o f  lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r s .

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA G AILLIM H E

The A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  o f  the G alw ay  County  L i b r a r i e s  Com m ittee

was h ®ld  the C o u n c il  C ham ber, G alw ay  County  C o u n c i l ,  County  B u i l d i n g s ,  
on F r i d a y , 2 7 th  J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 4 ,  a t  4 * 0 0  p .m .

IN  C H A IR : C l r .  M ic h a e l  A . F a h y .

PR ESEN T : S e n . Jo h n  M . M a n n io n , C o .C . ;  D e p u ty  M. P * K i t t ,  C o .C .j  

C l r s .  M ic h a e l  R y a n , N io c la s  0 * C o n o h u b h a ir , P a t r i c k  J .  

F in n e g a n , Edw ard  H a v e r t y , M ic h a e l  A .  F a h y , Thomas W e lb y , 

Jo e  C a l l a n a n , P a d r a ic  McCorm ack and  T . B y r n e ; M rs . Maura  

C r o f f y ; M e s s r s . Tom B row n e , S e a n  F a h y , F r a n k  D o n o g h u e , 

P a d r a ic  C o n n e e ly  and  A l f  M a c L o c h la in n .

IN  ATTENDANCE 1 Mr. S .  K e a t i n g , C ounty  M a n a g e r ; Mr. T . S h a r k e y , County  

L i b r a r i a n ;  M is s e s  M aureen  M o ra n , Anne J o y c e , B e r n a d e t te  

M c A le e r , M e s s r s . P e t e r  R a b b it t  and M a r t in  K e a t i n g ,  
A s s is t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s .

A PO LO G IE S i M r s , M a rg a re t  S t e w a r t .

1 .  M INUTES OF THE PR EVIOU S M E E T IN G :

The C h a irm a n , C l r .  M ic h a e l  F a h y , welcom ed members to  the A n n u a l  G e n e r a l  

M e e t in g . The M in u tes  o f  the p r e v io u s  m eetin g  h e ld  on W e d n e sd a y , 2 4 t h  

A u g u s t , 1 9 8 3 , i n  the Community H a l l ,  M o ylou gh , as c ir c u l a t e d  to  members 

w ere u n a n im o u s ly  ad op ted  on the  p r o p o s a l  o f  C l r .  Ryan  seco n d ed  by  C l r .  
Joe  C a l l a n a n .

A r i s i n g  from  the M in u tes  the County  L i b r a r i a n ,  M r. S h a r k e y , in form ed  
members on:-

Í 1 ) — -e M em bership  fo r  the U nem p loyed ; th a t  i n  h is  o p in io n  a p ro p o sal
by  D e p u ty  F .  C oogan  to g iv e  unem ployed  peop le  fr e e  m em bership  o f  the  

ib r a r y  S e r v ic e  w ould  be v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  to im plem ent and that i t  w ould  
be b e t t e r  not to do so .

{ 2 l  L ib r a r y  H eadq u a r t e r s ; M r . Sh arkey  s a i d  th at  he hoped to move

in t o  the new  L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te r s  a t  I s l a n d  House in  F e b ru ary  198**. He 

ad d ed  th at  he was w a i t i n g  on s h e l v i n g  and p o in t e d  out th at  the p re se n t

a r o ^ d a i 93r  l 0 C a t e d  in  the C ourth ouse  as  a tem porary  m easure s in c e

ffj-n v ara  B r a n c h  L i b r a r y ;  the  C ounty  L i b r a r i a n  s a id  th at  p r o v is io n  

w as b e in g  made i n  the e s t im a t e s  fo r  b u y in g  a s i t e  i n  K in v a r a  f o r  a new  
L i b r a r y .

Ky a * ? r lH? ? i ed  th at  a s ig n  be e r e c t e d  in  M oylough  in fo r m in g  the 
P^ l l c  ®b o u t  the L ib r a r y  t h e r e . C l r .  E .  H a v e r ty  in q u ir e d  about an

~ -0pe ® o f  the new H e a d q u a r t e r s , but  M r . K e a t in g  s a id  th at  the  
new p rem ises  was r e n te d  and d id  not w arre n t  an  o f f i c i a l  o p e n in g . Mr.

í o o í 1? ?  t 0 ld  C 1*'; F in n e g a n  th at  he hoped to have a d e s ig n  p r e p a r e d  i n  
190 '* fo r  a new  L ib r a r y  H e a d q u a r te r s  but thought th a t  i t  w ould  be a 

num ber o f  y e a r s  b e fo r e  i t  c o u ld  be  b u i l t  due to l a c k  o f  f i n a n c e .
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M r, P .  C o n n e e ly  « s k e d  the  C o u n ty  Manage** a b o o t  til* n e c e s s i t y  t e  p urcU ese  

a s it e  (w h ic h  was a v a i l a b l e )  in  the W e s ts id e  S h o p p in g  C entre  fo r  a 

B r a n c h  L i b r a r y .  M r . K e a t in g  e x p la in e d  th a t  the s it e  was owned by  Galw ay  

C o r p o r a t io n ; th a t  i t  was se t  a s id e  fo r  a L ib r a r y ; and when f in a n c e  was  

a v a i l a b l e ,  he hoped  that the C o r p o r a t io n  w o uld  t r e a t  the C o u n c il  

s y m p a t h e t ic a l ly  when they  sought to p urch ase  i t .  Mr« K e a t in g  added  that  

there  w ere no  p r o p o s a ls  to b u i l d  a L ib r a r y  t h e r e , at  p r e s e n t .

2 .  ELEC TION  OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE- CHAIRM AN :

C l r ,  J ,  M a n n io n  s ta te d  th at  an arrangem ent e x is t e d  to r o ta te  the C h a ir  

among the m em bers. He p ro p o sed  C l r ,  T . Byrne and was seconded  by C l r .

P ,  M cCorm ack. C l r ,  T . Byrne  was then  u n an im o u sly  e le c t e d  C h airm an . 

B e fo r e  v a c a t i n g  the C h a i r ,  C l r .  Fahy  p a id  t r ib u t e  to the members and  

s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r  co - o p eratio n  d u r in g  h is  term as C h airm an . C l r ,  Fahy  

w is h e d  h i s  f e l l o w  So uth  G alw ay  C o lle a g u e  w e l l  i n  h is  term  as C hairm an . 

C l r .  H a v e r ty  p ro p o sed  a vote  o f  thanks to the  o u tg o in g  C h a irm a n , C l r .  
F a h y .

On t a k in g  the C h a i r ,  C l r ,  Byrne  thanked  the m ee tin g  fo r  e l e c t i n g  him  

C hairm an  o f the  L i b r a r i e s  C om m ittee , He p rom ised  to w ork hard  fo r  the 

L ib r a r y  S e r v ic e  in  the  d i f f i c u l t  y e a r  a h e a d . C l r .  Byrne a p p e a le d  fo r  

c o - o p eratio n  from  members and he a ls o  thank ed  C l r .  Fahy fo r  h is  good  
w i s h e s .

C l r .  P , F in n e g a n  was p rop osed  as V ice- C hairm an  by  C l r ,  M . F a h y , seconded  

by  C lr«  N . 0 * C o n c h u b h a ir , and  was un an im o u sly  e le c t e d  V ic e - C h airm an ,

3 .  ESTIM ATE 1 9 8 4 :

The C ounty  L i b r a r i a n  at the r e q u e s t  o f the C h a irm a n , C l r . B y r n e , b r i e f e d  

members on the p roposed  L i b r a r i e s  E stim ate  fo r  1 9 8 4 .  M r . Sh arkey  p o in te d  

out th at  in  1 9 8 3  the County  C o u n c il  at i t s  A n n u a l  E stim a te s  M e e t in g  had  

cut the L ib r a r y  E stim ate  p a s s e d  b y  the L i b r a r i e s  Com mittee fo r  the f i r ,  

time i n  h is  e x p e r ie n c e . The C ounty  L i b r a r i a n  e x p la in e d  that e v e r y  item  

i n  the p rop osed  L ib r a r y  E stim ate  f o r  1 9 8 4  had b een  d is c u s s e d  w it h  the  
C ounty  M anager  and the F in a n c e  O f f i c e r .  M r . S h a r k e y  added  th at  the b o o k 

fu n d  o f  £ 1 7 5 ,0 0 0  he had prop osed  was cut b ac k  to £ 1 2 2 ,2 0 0 .  M r . Sh arkey  

p o in t e d  out th at  the proposed  book fund  was a l i t t l e  b e t t e r  than  I 983 . 

R e p ly in g  to M rs . C r o f f y ,  M r . Sh ark e y  s a id  th at  in  h is  o p in io n  the book

fu n d  sh ou ld  be one t h ir d  o f the t o t a l  e s tim ate  and i t  should  not be le s s  

than  one q u a r t e r  o f  sam e. I n  fa c t  only  2 1 $  o f  the to ta l  was b e in g  

p r o v id e d  fo r  books i n  the e s t im a t e . The C ounty  L i b r a r i a n  s a id  that  he 

had hoped  to im prove the s to c k  i n  the o ld e r  B r a n c h  L ib r a r i e s  in  I 9 8 3 , 

but was u n a b le  to  do s o . M r . Sh a rk e y  a p p e a le d  to members not to cut the  

b o o k fu n d  at the A n n u al  E s t im a te s  M e e t in g  i n  M arch .

M rs . C r o f f y  a s k e d  fo r  a change in  p o l ic y  o f  b u i l d i n g  new b ran c h e s  in  

fa v o u r  o f  b u y in g  new  b o o k s , but  M r. K e a t i n g , C ounty  M anan g er , p o in te d  out 

that  they  w ere u n ab le  to take on new  b u i l d i n g s  in  any  case  in  1 9 8 4 .  M rs . 

C r o f f y  n o te d  th a t  L im e r ic k  C ounty  w it h  a s m a lle r  p o p u la t io n  had a b ig g e r  

b o o k fu n d  th an  G a lw a y . She a p p e a le d  to  C o u n c il  members p re se n t  to 
p r e s e r v e  the b o o k fu n d .
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On the o p e r a t io n s  s id e  o f  the  E stim ate  the C o un ty  L i b r a r i a n ,  M r . S h a rk e y ,  

s a id  th a t  a l l  item s had b e e n  c a r e f u l l y  exam ined  and there  c o u ld  be no 

f u r t h e r  p r u n in g  on t h is  s e c t io n  o f the e s t im a te *  M r. Sh arkey  p o in t e d  

out that  the amount for  r e n o v a t io n s  was cut from  £ 3 0 ,0 0 0  to £ 2 0 ,0 0 0 .

He added  th at  he hoped r e n o v a t io n s  on the O u g h te ra rd  B ran ch  c o u ld  be  

c a r r ie d  out in  1 9 8 4 .  M r. S h a r k e y  to ld  C l r .  N . 0 1C o n c h u b h a ir  that  the  

b i g  in c r e a s e  u n d e r  M a in te n an c e  was due to ren t  on the new  H e a d q u a r t e r s , 

C l r .  W elby  a sk e d  the C ounty  L i b r a r i a n  i f  the Land  R e g is t r y  O f f i c e  w ould  

r e p la c e  the L ib r a r y  in  the C ourth ouse  as p rom ised  i n  O c to b e r  1 9 8 3  and  

w hat was c a u s in g  the d e la y  in  m oving  the L i b r a r y .  The C ounty  M anager  

s a i d  he fcad a l e t t e r  from  the C ounty  R e g is t r a r  on the m a tte r , but the  

L ib r a r y  was u n a b le  to move from the C ourthouse  u n t i l  the s h e l v i n g , w h ich  

was on o r d e r , had  a r r i v e d . M r. Sh arkey  to ld  C l r .  T . Browne that  the  

s h e l v in g  had b e e n  ordered  by the C ounty  C o u n c il * s  E n g in e e r . C l r .  W elby  

p o in t e d  out th a t  ren t  was b e in g  p a id  on the new  H e a d q u a r te r s  and  asked  

w here the s h e l v i n g  was p u r c h a s e d , Mr. K e a t in g  s a id  th e y  had d e la y e d  as 

lo n g  as p o s s ib l e  in  p a y in g  re n t  fo r  the new  H e a d q u a r t e r s . Mr. Sh arkey  

r e p l ie d  th at  the s h e lv in g  was o rd e re d  thro ugh  a firm  i n  C l a r e ; th at  it  

was a s p e c i a l  type o f L ib r a r y  s h e l v in g ; and was of fo r e ig n  o r i g i n .  C l r .  

H a v e rty  a sk e d  w h e th e r  the s h e l v in g  co u ld  be bought l o c a l l y ,  but M r , 

K e a t in g  p o in t e d  out that on ly  i n d u s t r i a l  s h e lv in g  was a v a i l a b l e  and  i t  

was u n s u i t a b l e .  A debars  on the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  such  s h e lv in g  b e in g  

m a n u fa c tu re d  l o c a l l y  fo llo w e d  to w h ic h  C l r s .  W e lb y , B ro w n e , H a v e r ty  and  

Byrne  c o n t r ib u t e d . I t  was p o in t e d  out that th ere  w ould  be a v e r y  sm all  

m arket fo r  such  a v e n tu re  in  t h is  c o u n tr y .

On incom e from  r e g i s t r a t i o n  M r. Sh arkey  s a id  th a t  there  was a d e f i n i t e  

f a l l  o f f  in  a d u lt  r e a d e r s h ip  due to in c r e a s e d  l i b r a r y  c h a r g e s . He hop«^  

fo r  an in c r e a s e  in  income fo r  1 9 8 4 .  The C oun ty  L ib r a r i a n  to ld  C l r .

0 * C o n c h u b h a ir  th at  he hoped £ 1 0 ,0 0 0  w ould  be s u f f i c i e n t  fo r  in s u r a n c e  in  

1 9 8 4 .

C l r .  McCormack s a id  that there  was a d an ger  th at  the g e n e r a l  e stim ate s  

m ee tin g  o f  the C ounty  C o u n c il  w ould  cut the L i b r a r y  E stim ate  and that  

members here  must d e c id e  w h e th e r  to d e fe n d  i t  or n o t . The C h airm an ,

C l r .  B y r n e , s a id  that  they  cut the book fund  in  1 9 8 3 ,  but  i t  sh o u ld  not 

be r e p e a te d  in  1 9 8 4 ,  He hoped  th at  the e s tim ate  w ould  be l e f t  in t a c t  

and he u r g e d  members to  make an a l l  out e f f o r t  to p re se rv e  it  at the  

A n n u al E s t im a t e s  M e e t in g . The C ounty  M anager to ld  members that  
L i b r a r i e s  cannot fu n c t io n  on b u i l d i n g s  and s t a f f  a lo n e . They need  

books and he u rg ed  members to p r o te c t  the L ib r a r y  E s t im a te .

C l r .  J .  M annion  prop osed  the a d o p t io n  o f  the E stim ate  and C l r .  Ryan  

s e c o n d e d . I t  was adop ted  u n a n im o u s ly .

4 .  NOM INATION  OF TWO DELEGATES TO A J O IN T  CONFERENCE OF THE LIBRARY

A S S O C IA T IO N  OF IRELAND s,nd the N o rth ern  I r e l a n d  B r a n c h , The L ib r a r y  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  i n  P o r t r u s h , C o . A n t r i m ,  from 1 4 t h  - 1 8 t h  M ay, i n c l u s i v e .

The m eetin g  no m inated  C l r .  J ,  M annion  (o n  the p ro p o sa l o f C l r .  P .  

McCorm ack) and  C l r .  N , 0 TC o n c h u b h a ir  (o n  the p ro p o sa l  o f C l r .  E . H a v e r ty )  

to  a t te n d  the J o in t  C o n fe re n c e  in  May. C l r .  McCormack was no m inated  as  

an a l t e r n a t iv e  fo r  C l r .  M annion  and C l r .  Fahy as an a l t e r n a t iv e  fo r  C l r .

0 1C o n c h u b h a ir ,
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5 . OVERDUE B O O K S :

The C ounty  L i b r a r i a n ,  Mr. S h a r k e y , to ld  the m eetin g  th at  he was  

p r o p o s in g  an am nesty  so that  borrow ers  who r e tu r n e d  overdue books  

betw een  F e b r u a r y  6 and 2 0  w ould  not be ch arg e d  any  f in e s *  He p o in te d  

out that  p e o p le  seem r e lu c t a n t  to r e tu r n  lo n g  overdue books e it h e r  

th ro ug h  f e a r  o f  a heavy f in e  or em barrassm ent . Mr. Sh arkey  s a id  that  

the maximum f i n e  was £1 p er  b o o k , and he w anted  to encourage  people  to 

r e t u r n  overdue  l i b r a r y  b o o k s . Mr» Sh arkey  u rg e d  people  to make a 
s p e c ia l  e f f o r t  to r e t u r n  l i b r a r y  books and he a p p e a led  to members and  

P r e s s  to p u b l i c i z e  the c am p aig n . C l r .  P .  McCormack thought the id e a  

o f  an  am nesty  was a good one .

M r. Sh arkey  in fo rm ed  members that  some books w ere b e in g  v a n d a l i s e d .

He s a id  th at  pages  end s e c t io n s  w ere b e in g  to rn  from b o o k s . M rs . C r o f fy  

condem ned t h is  p r a c t ic e  as b la g a r d is m  and  thought that t e a r in g  a book  

was in e x c u s a b l e . Mr. Sh ark e y  to ld  C l r .  N . 0 * C o n c h u b h a ir  that  

p h o to c o p y in g  was a v a i l a b l e  p r o v id e d  there  was no in fr in g e m e n t  of c o p y r ig h t .

Mr« A l f  M a c L o c h la in n  ask ed  M r . Sh arkey  about the age o f  the M o bile  L ib r a r y .

M r. Sh arkey  r e p l i e d  that i t  was tw elve y e a r s  old  and it  was p asse d  for

an o th e r  two y e a r s  by the M e c h a n ic a l  E n g in e e r  when i t  w ould  have to be

r e p la c e d  at  a c o st  o f  about £6 0 , 000.

The C h a irm a n , C l r .  T .  B y r n e , com plim ented M r . S h a r k e y  on the Sc h o o ls  

L ib r a r y  S e r v ic e  and  asked  that i t  be im p roved . The County  L ib r a r i a n  s a id  

that  on ly  £ 13,0 0 0  was spent on new  books fo r  sc h o o ls  in  1 9 8 3  due to the 

c ut  made i n  the b o o k fu n d .

C l r .  T .  W elby  welcom ed the p la n  to renov ate  O u g h te r a r d . The C ounty  

L ib r a r i a n  a l s o  s a id  he hoped to have S p id d a l  B ran ch  L ib r a r y  p a in t e d  in  

1 9 8 4 .  C l r .  W elby  asked  th at  a l i g h t  be p la c e d  o u t s id e  the B ran ch  in  

S p id d a l  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r in g  n ig h t  o p en ing  hours and  M r . Sh arkey  prom ised  
to in v e s t ig a t e  i t .

M r . F r a n k  O ’ Donoghue asked  about p lan s  fo r  Tuam , but M r. Sharkey  s a id  

th at  th ere  was no money fo r  a new  L ib r a r y  in  Tuam at p r e s e n t .

The m ee tin g  th en  a d jo u r n e d  5 * 3 0  p .m .Galw
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

C o .  L i b r n r y  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,
I s l a n d  H o u s e ,
C a t h e d r a l  S q u a r e ,
G a l w a y .
1 7 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 8 4 .

A C h a r a ,

A m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  G a l w a y  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i e s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  h e l d  i n  
t h e  C o u n c i l  C h a m b e r ,  C o u n t y  B u i l d i n g s ,  o n  F r i d a y ,  2 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r ,
1 9 8 4 ,  a t  4 . 0 0  p . m .

N i  s e , l e  m e a s ,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA
1 .  M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g .
2 .  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t  I 9 8 3 .
3 •  B r a n c h  L i b r a r i e s .
4 .  A n y  o t h e r  b u s i n e s s .

To e a c h  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  
To  t h e  C o u n t y  M a n a g e r  
T o  t h e  C o u n t y  S e c r e t a r y  
To  t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r s

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA G AILL IK H E

M i n u t e s  o f  t h e  G a l w a y  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i e s  C o m m i t t e e ,  h e l d  i n  t h e  
C o u n c i l  C h a m b e r ,  C o u n t y  B u i l d i n g s ,  G a l w a y ,  o n  F r i d a y ,  2 8 t h  
S e p t e m b e r ,  1 9 8 4 .

I N  C H A IR :  C l r .  T .  B y r n e .

P R E S E N T : C l r s . M i c h a e l  J .  K i l g a n n o n ,  M i c h a e l  R y a n ,  P a t r i c k
J .  F i n n e g a n ,  E d w a r d  H a v e r t y ,  M i c h a e l  A .  F a h y ,  
T h o m a s  W e l b y  a n d  T .  B y r n e ;  M r s .  M a u r a  C r o f f y ;  
M e s s r s .  F r a n k  D o n o g h u e  a n d  P a d r a i c  C o n n e e l y .

I N  AT TE NDA NCE: M r .  T .  S h a r k e y ,  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n ;  K i s s  M.
K a v a n a g h ,  E x e c u t i v e  L i b r a r i a n ;  M e s s r s .  P .  R a b b i t t ,  
a n d  M. K e a t i n g ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ;  a n d  M i s s  A .  
G r e y ,  L i b r a r y  A s s i s t a n t .

APOLO GIES : K i s s  M a r g a r e t  S t e w a r t ,  M r .  A l f  M a c L o c h l a i n n  a n d
M r .  S .  K e a t i n g ,  C o u n t y  M a n a g e r .

T h e  C h a i r m a n ,  C l r .  T .  B y r n e ,  p r o p o s e d  a  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  t h e  
f a m i l y  o f  M r s .  M a y  B r e n n a n ,  B r a n c h  L i b r a r i a n ,  G o r t ,  w h o  h a d  d i e d  
d u r i n g  t h e  w e e k .  He s a i d  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  B r a n c h  L i b r a r i a n  f o r  
t h i r t y  y e a r s ,  t h a t  s h e  h a d  b e e n  a n  e x c e p t i o n a l  a n d  k i n d  l a d y ,  w h o  
h a d  d o n e  g r e a t  w o r k  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y  i n  G o r t  a n d  t h a t  s h e  w o u l d  b e  
a g r e a t  l o s s  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y .  C l r .  M i c h a e l  A .  F a h y  s e c o n d e d  t h e  
v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y .  He t h e n  p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  b e  a d j o u r n e d .  
M r .  P a d r a i c  C o n n e e l y  s e c o n d e d  t h e  m o t i o n  f o r  a d j o u r n m e n t .

C l r .  T .  B y r n e  p r o p o s e d  a  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  M r .  S e a n  F a h y  a n d  
f a m i l y  o n  t h e  t r a g i c  d e a t h  o f  t h e i r  d a u g h t e r  o n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  n i g h t .  
C l r .  E d w a r d  H a v e r t y  s e c o n d e d  t h e  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y .

M r .  P a d r a i c  C o n n e e l y  p r o p o s e d  a  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  M i s s  M a r g a r e t  
S t e w a r t  o n  t h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h  o f  h e r  m o t h e r .  I t  w a s  s e c o n d e d  b y  
C l r .  K i l g a n n o n .

C l r .  M i c h a e l  R y a n  p r o p o s e d  a  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y  w i t h  C l r .  P a d r a i c  
M c C o r m a c k  o n  t h e  r e c e n t  d e a t h  o f  h i s  m o t h e r  a n d  w a s  s e c o n d e d  b y  
C l r .  B y r n e .

T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  s t a f f  a n d  t h e  C o u n t y  
M a n a g e r  a s s o c i a t e d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  t h e  v o t e s  o f  s y m p a t h y .

I t  w a s  d e c i d e d  t h a t  t h e  m e e t i n g  b e  a d j o u r n e d  t o  M o n d a y ,  8 t h  O c t o b e r .Galw
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LBABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIM HE

C o .  L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  
I s l a n d  H o u s e ,
C a t h e d r a l  S q u a r e ,
G a l w a y .

2 n d  O c t o b e r ,  1 9 8 4 .

A C h a r a ,

T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i e s  C o m m i t t e e  M e e t i n g  o f  t h e  2 8 t h  S e p t e m b e r  w h i c h  

w a s  a d j o u r n e d  d u e  t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  M r s .  M a r y  B r e n n a n ,  B r a n c h  

L i b r a r i a n ,  G o r t ,  w i l l  b e  h e l d  o n  M o n d a y  n e x t  t h e  8 t h  O c t o b e r  a t
4 . 0 0  p . m .

M i s e ,  l e  m e a s ,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

LBABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA G AILLIM H B

rï-Æs:*?« ssis.'&srr“
4 , 0 0  p . m .
I N  C H A I R : 
PRESENT :

IN  ATTEN DANCE: 

A P O L O G IE S :

C lr .  T .  Byrne.

S e n . J .  M. M a n n io n , C o .C . ;  D e p u t ie s  K. P . K i t t ,  C o .C .  

and F . C o o g an , J n r . ; C l r » .  M . J .  K ilg a n n o n , N . 
O 'C o n c h u b h a ir , P . J .  F in n e g a n , E . H a v e r ty , M. A . Fa y , 

T . W e lb y , J .  C a l la n a n , P . M cCorm ack, T . B y rn e , N .T .  

and T . Brow ne; M rs . M. C r o f f y ; M r. P .  C o n n e e ly .

M r. T . S h a r k e y , County  L i b r a r i a n ;  M e s s r s . P .  H a b b it t  

and M. K eat in g , A ss istant  L ib r a r ia n s .

M i s s  M. Stewart.

The C h a ir m a n ,  C l r .  T .  B y r n e , prop osed  a v o te  o f  ^ p a t h y  w i t h  tbe  

C ounty  M anager  Mr S . K e a t in g  on the d e a t ^ f * ^  C o m m i e ! ’

T t h e  s t a f f r l a ? h e ach airm an  p r o p p e d  that the m eetin g  be a d jo u r n e d  fo r  

f i v e  m in u t e s ” and t h is  was seSo nSed  by  C l r .  T . Brow ne . The m ee tin g  then  

adjourned fo r  f iv e  minutes.

1 .  MINUTES OF THE PR EVIO US M E ETIN G :
On r e s u m i n g  t h e  m i n u t e s  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g s  h e l d  o n  t h e  2 7 t h  J a n u a r y ,  ^ 8 4 ,  
a n d  2 8 t h  September, 1 9 8 4 , were a d o p t e d  unanimously on the proposal of 

C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  s e c o n d e d  b y  M r s .  C r o f f y .
A r i s i n e  from the m inutes, the County L ib r a r ia n ,  M r .  Sharkey,
member! that the l ib r a ry  had moved into  it s  new Headquarters in  ̂ l a n d

S o u s ^  Cathedral Square, in  February 1 9 8 4 ,  and he was very  s a t is f ie d  

w i t h  t h e  n e w  p r e m i s e s .
Mr Sh arkey  a ls o  in form ed  members that a new  s ig n p o s t  f o r  the h o y lo ug h  
M r. Snar  y r l r  Rvan w ould  be s u p p lie d  w i t h i n  a
B ran ch  L i b r a r y ,  as r e q u e ste d  by  C i r .  K yan , wouxa

m onth.

On t h e  a m n e s t y  f o r  o v e r d u e  b o o k s  w h i c h  o p e r a t e d  b e t w e e n  F e b r u a r y  6  a n d  
2 0  1 9 8 4 ,  M r ,  S h a r k e y  i n f o r m e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a  h *w ~<=
b o i k s w e r e  « t u r n e d  w h i c h  w e r e  s i x  m o n t h s  o r  - - o v e r d u e  a n d  h e  w a s  
p l e a s e d  w i t h  t h e  r e s u l t .  T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  t h a n k e d  t h e  P r e s s  
t h e  p u b l i c i t y  t h e y  g a v e  t o  t h i s  m a t t e r .
T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  a p o l o g i s e d  t o  C l r .  T .  B r o w n e  f o r  f o i l * “ «  p a t h ^  
h i m  a s  a p o l o g i s i n g  f o r  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t e n d  t h e  m e e t i n g  o f  2 8 t h
Septem ber, 1 9 8 4 .
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T h e  C h a i r m a n  i n v i t e d  t h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  t o  c o m m e n t  o n  t h e  r e p o r t .
M r .  S h a r k e y  t o l d  m e m b e r s  t h a t  1 9 8 3  w a s  a  b a d  y e a r  f o r  t h e  L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e  i n  t h a t  t h e  a d u l t  m e m b e r s h i p  f e e  w a s  r a i s e d  t o  £ 5  a n d  t h e  
C o u n t y  C o u n c i l  h a d  c u t  t h e  b o o k f u n d  b y  4 0 °/o. A s  a  r e s u l t  M r .  S h a r k e y  
a d d e d  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  d e c r e a s e d  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  a d u l t  
m e m b e r s h i p .  T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  a l s o  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  j u v e n i l e  m e m b e r s h i p  
h a d  a l s o  d e c l i n e d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  G a l w a y  C i t y  a n d  h e  g a v e  i t  a s  h i s  
o p i n i o n  t h a t  t h i s  w a s  d u e  t o  p a r e n t s  g i v i n g  u p  t h e i r  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  
L i b r a r y  a n d  n o t  t a k i n g  t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  t h e r e .  M r .  S h a r k e y  s a i d  t h e r e  
w a s  n o  n o t i c e a b l e  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  j u v e n i l e  m e m b e r s h i p  i n  s m a l l e r  b r a n c h e s .  
T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  m o b i l e  m e m b e r s h i p  h a d  i n c r e a s e d  
a n d  h e  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  £ 1  m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  t h i s  s e r v i c e  w a s  s u f f i c i e n t  
b e c a u s e  t h e  M o b i l e  o n l y  v i s i t e d  s e r v i c e  p o i n t s  o n c e  e v e r y  t w o  w e e k s .
On v a l u e  f o r  m o n e y  M r .  S h a r k e y  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e  b o o k f u n d  w a s  1 5 . 4 1 %  
o f  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  f o r  1 9 8 3  a s  a g a i n s t  2 6 °/o o f  t h e  1 9 8 2  e x p e n d i t u r e .
C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  c o m p l i m e n t e d  M r .  S h a r k e y  a n d  h i s  s t a f f  o n  t h e  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
r e p o r t .  He s a i d  h e  w a s  i n  f a v o u r  o f  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a d u l t  f e e s  w h e n  t h e y  
w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  a d o p t e d ,  b u t  h e  w a s  n o w  h a v i n g  s e c o n d  t h o u g h t s  o n  c h a r g e s .  
He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c r i t e r i a  f o r  m a k i n g  c h a r g e s  w a s  n o t  t h e  s a m e  a s  f o r  
o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  a n d  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  C o u n c i l  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  
l o o k  a g a i n  a t  t h e  m e m b e r s h i p  c h a r g e .
On t h e  i m a g e  o f  t h e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  
C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s t a f f  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  l o o k  a t  t h e  b e s t  m e a n s  o f  p r o m o t i n g  
t h e  L i b r a r y .  He s a i d  t h a t  ' a n  e d u c a t i o n  j o b *  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  d o n e  o n  
t h e  p u b l i c .  He s a i d  t h a t  t h e  t h i n k i n g  a b r o a d  w a s  t h a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  
s e r v i c e  w a s  a  s m a l l  a n d  r e s t r i c t e d  o n e  c o n f i n e d  a n d  u s e d  m a i n l y  b y  t h e  
o l d  a n d  r e t i r e d .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  h a d  t o  r e a c h  o u t  t o  t h e  
w o r k i n g  p o p u l a t i o n  a n d  i t  m u s t  b e  u s e d  b y  a l l  t h e  p e o p l e .  He s t a t e d  
t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t e d  r e a d e r  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  b u t  t h a t  
t h e r e  w a s  n o t  a n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  b y  o t h e r  p e o p l e .
C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  s a i d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  b e  d o n e  t o  c o n t i n u a l l y  
r e m i n d  b o r r o w e r s  a b o u t  t h e  l i b r a r y  a s  i t  w a s  v e r y  e a s y  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  
b o r r o w  b o o k s  a n d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e m  a s  h e  h i m s e l f  h a d  e x p e r i e n c e d .
C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  p r a i s e d  t h e  S c h o o l s  S e r v i c e  a n d  i t s  r a n g e  o f  m a t e r i a l s  
d e s p i t e  s e v e r e  c u t b a c k s ,  T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  s a i d  t h a t  M i s s  M a u r e e n  
M o r a n  o p e r a t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  a s  b e s t  s h e  c o u l d  u n d e r  s e v e r e  f i n a n c i a l  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  I 9 8 3 .
M r s .  C r o f f y  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  s t e e p  r i s e  i n  L i b r a r y  f e e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  
£ 2  t o  £5  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  f a l l  o f f  i n  m e m b e r s h i p .  M r s .  C r o f f y  a d d e d  
t h a t  s h e  h e r s e l f  h a d  s u g g e s t e d  j o i n i n g  t h e  L i b r a r y  t o  m e m b e r s  o f  a  
c r a f t  g r o u p  t o  w h i c h  s h e  b e l o n g e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  c r a f t  b o o k s , b u t  
t h e y  d e c l i n e d  o w i n g  t o  t h e  f e e .  M r s .  C r o f f y  a s k e d  m e m b e r s  t o  d o  s o m e 
t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  L i b r a r y  f e e .
M r .  S h a r k e y  t o l d  C l r .  J .  C a l l a n a n  t h a t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  f e e  f r o m  £ 2  
t o  £5  o n l y  m a d e  a  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  a b o u t  £ 5 , 0 0 0  i n  r e v e n u e .  C l r .  C a l l a n a n  
s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  s h o u l d  r e d u c e  t h e  f e e .

2 .  STATISTICAL REPORT 1 9 8 3 :
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C l r .  N .  F a h y  s u g g e s t e d  o f f e r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  a  s p e c i a l  r e l i e f  p e r i o d  o f  
a b o u t  t h r e e  w e e k s  a r o u n d  C h r i s t m a s  t i m e  w h e r e  t h e  p u b l i c  c o u l d  j o i n  t h e  
l i b r a r y  f r e e  o f  c h a r g e .  M a n y  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  p r e s e n t  f e l t  i t  w a s  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  i d e a  a n d  p r e s s e d  f o r  i t s  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n ,  b u t  M r .  S h a r k e y  t o l d  
m e m b e r s  t h a t  p e r m i s s i o n  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  b e  g o t  f r o m  t h e  C o u n t y  M a n a g e r  a n d  
C o u n c i l  a n d  a l s o  t h e  s c h e m e  m i g h t  b e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e l y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  
o p e r a t e .
C l r .  F a h y  a s k e d  M r 0 S h a r k e y  a b o u t  p u b l i c i s i n g  t h e  M o b i l e  L i b r a r y  t i m e 
t a b l e  a s  h e  f e l t  m a n y  p e o p l e  o u t s i d e  s m a l l  t o w n s  d i d  n o t  k n o w  a b o u t  t h e  
s e r v i c e .  T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  f e l t  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  a n  a d v e r t i s e m e n t  
w a s  e x p e n s i v e  i n  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  s i x t y - e i g h t  s e r v i c e  p o i n t s .  C l r .  
F i n n e g a n  f e l t  t h a t  p e o p l e  a l r e a d y  k n e w  a b o u t  t h e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  a n d  
t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  n o  n e e d  f o r  e x p e n s i v e  p u b l i c i t y  s c h e m e s .  D e p u t y  M. K i t t  
s u g g e s t e d  p u t t i n g  u p  n o t i c e s  i n  s h o p s  a n d  o t h e r  p u b l i c  a r e a s .  C l r .  E .  
H a v e r t y  s u g g e s t e d  a s k i n g  p r i e s t s  t o  h e l p  i n  p r o m o t i n g  t h e  l i b r a r y  a n d  
p o s s i b l y  p u t t i n g  a r t i c l e s  i n  p a r i s h  n e w s l e t t e r s .  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  s a i d  
t h a t  l e a f l e t s  a n d  o t h e r  p r o m o t i o n a l  m a t e r i a l  s h o u l d  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  
w i d e l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  l i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  n'- w e x i s t s  i n  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  a g e  a n d  
i t  h a d  t o  b e  c o n t i n u a l l y  p r o m o t e d .
D e p u t y  F .  C o o g a n  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  c h i l d r e n  u s e d  t h e  L i b r a r y  a t  a n  e a r l y  
a g e ,  b u t  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  s e c o n d  l e v e l  s c h o o l i n g  t h e y  t e n d e d  t o  d r o p  o u t  
p e r h a p s  n e v e r  t o  r e t u r n .  D e p u t y  C o o g a n  f e l t  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g  s h o u l d  b e  
d o n e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  s e r v i c e .  He s u g g e s t e d  i n c r e a s i n g  
a u d i o - v i s u a l  m a t e r i a l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y .  D e p u t y  C o o g a n  t h o u g h t  
t h a t  s o m e  s o r t  o f  l o c a l  h i s t o r y  u n i t  c o u l d  b e  s e t  u p  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e n e f i t  
y o u n g  p e o p l e  a n d  a l s o  t o u r i s t s  a n d  p e r h a p s  a  g r a n t  m i g h t  b e  a v a i l a b l e  
f r o m  B o r d  F a i l t e ,  He  h o p e d  t h a t  a  t a p e - s l i d e  u n i t  c o u l d  b e  u t i l i s e d  
t o  g e t  y o u n g  p e o p l e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  l o c a l i t y  a n d  a g r e e d  t o  M r .  
S h a r k e y ’ s  r e q u e s t  t o  d i s c u s s  h i s  i d e a s  w i t h  t h e  l i b r a r y  s t a f f .
T h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  t o l d  D e p u t y  C o o g a n  t h a t  t h e  r e n t  o n  t h e  n e w  
H e a d q u a r t e r s  w a s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  £ 3 2 , 0 0 0 ,  b u t  t h a t  5 0 °/o o f  t h i s  a m o u n t  
w a s  r e c o u p e d  f r o m  A n  C h o m h a i r l e  L e a b h a r l a n n a .
T h e  C h a i r m a n ,  C l r .  T ,  B y r n e ,  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  o n l y  1 0 c/o  o f  t h e  a d u l t  
p o p u l a t i o n  w e r e  m e m b e r s  a n d  f e l t  t h a t  i n  t h e  a g e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  
p u b l i c i t y  t h a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  h a d  t o  b e  v i g o r o u s l y  p r o m o t e d .  C l r .  B y r n e  
i n f o r m e d  m e m b e r s  t h a t  h e  h a d  r e c e n t l y  v i s i t e d  t h e  n e w  H e a d q u a r t e r s  a n d  
f o u n d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  e x c e l l e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  t h e r e  f o r  s t u d y  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  
T h e  C h a i r m a n  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e s  w e r e  t h e r e  b u t  w e r e  n o t  b e i n g  
p u b l i c i s e d .
D e p u t y  C o o g a n  s u g g e s t e d  t o  t h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  t h a t  T h e  I n f o r m a t i o n  
S e r v i c e s  i n  B a l l y b a n e  c o u l d  b e  u t i l i s e d  b y  t h e  L i b r a r y ,  a s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
o n  h u n d r e d s  o f  s u b j e c t s  i n  p e r i o d i c a l s  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  t h e r e  a n d  L i b r a r y  
u s e r s  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  c o u l d  b e  c h a r g e d  f o r  t h e  a r t i c l e s  r e q u i r e d .  M r .  
S h a r k e y  i n f o r m e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  s y s t e m s  
a v a i l a b l e  a n d  s e e  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  u s e d  b y  G a l w a y  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i e s .
D e p u t y  C o o g a n  c o m p l i m e n t e d  t h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  o n  t h e  L i b r a r y  
e x h i b i t i o n s .  M r e S h a r k e y  t o l d  m e m b e r s  t h a t  t h e s e  w e r e  o r g a n i s e d  b y  
M i s s  M a r y  K a v a n a g h  a n d  w e r e  o n  g o i n g .  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  
e x t r a  p u b l i c i t y  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  e x h i b i t i o n s .  He w a s  u n a w a r e  
o f  t h e m  a n d  h e  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  C o m m i t t e e .  He f e l t  t h a t  
t h e  p u b l i c  a t  l a r g e  s h o u l d  b e  m a d e  m o r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e m .
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C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  a s k e d  t h e  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  i f  t h e  L i b r a r y  c o u l d  p r e p a r e  
a g i f t  v o u c h e r  f o r  a d u l t  m e m b e r s h i p  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y .  He f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  
w o u l d  e n c o u r a g e  p e o p l e  t o  u s e  t n e  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  a n d  w o u l d  a l s o  m a k e  
a n  i d e a l  C h r i s t m a s  p r e s e n t .  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  f e l t  t h a t  t o  o v e r c o m e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  b a d  a l r e a d y  j o i n e d  t h a t  t h e  v o u c h e r  b e  
v a l i d  f o r  t w e l v e  m o n t h s  o v e r  a  t w o  y e a r  p e r i o d  a n d  w o u l d  o p e r a t e  w h e n  
t h e  d o n e e ’ s  m e m b e r s h i p  h a s  e x p i r e d .  M r .  S h a r k e y  p r o m i s e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  
t h e  i d e a .

3 .  BRANCH L I B R A R I E S :
F ir .  S h a r k e y  i n f o r m e d  m e m b e r s  t h a t : -

BA LLIN ASLO E BRANCH LI BR AR Y h a s  b e e n  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e n o v a t e d  a n d  w o r k  
w a s  n e a r i n g  c o m p l e t i o n ;
DUNMORE BRANCH LI BR AR Y h a s  b e e n  p a i n t e d ;
C L IFD EN  BRANCH LIB R AR Y h a s  b e e n  p a i n t e d  a n d  r e p a i r s  c a r r i e d  o u t ;
OUGHTERARD BRANCH LIBR AR Y w a s  b e i n g  e x t e n s i v e l y  r e n o v a t e d  a n d
S P I D D A L  BRANCH LIB RAR Y w a s  p a i n t e d  i n t e r n a l l y  a n d  e x t e r n a l l y  a n d  t h e
C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  s a i d  t h a t  n e w  s h e l v i n g  a n d  a c a r p e t  w o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d .
M r .  S h a r k e y  h o p e d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  r e n o v a t i o n s  c o u l d  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  o n  
o t h e r  B r a n c h  L i b r a r i e s  f o r  e x a m p l e  R o u n d s t o n e  i n  I 9 8 5 .
D e p u t y  C o o g a n  s a i d  h e  w a s  d e l i g h t e d  t o  s e e  r e n o v a t i o n s  b e i n g  c a r r i e d  
o u t  o n  t h e  R e g i o n a l  T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e  L i b r a r y  a n d  h o p e d  t h a t  s t a f f  
f a c i l i t i e s  w o u l d  b e  i m p r o v e d .  M r .  S h a r k e y  t o l d  M r .  C o o g a n  t h a t  
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  f o r  e x t r a  s t a f f  w o u l d  h a v e  t o  c o m e  f r o m  t h e  R e g i o n a l  
T e c h n i c a l  C o l l e g e ,  w h i c h  w a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n ,  f i r s t ,  b e f o r e  t h e  C o u n c i l  c o u l d  d i s c u s s  r e c r u i t m e n t .

4 .  ANY OTHER B U S I N E S S :

C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  s o m e  k i n d  o f  s e r v i c e  b e  o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  
h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  h o u s e b o u n d .  He  n o t e d  t h a t  l i t t l e  w a s  d o n e  b y  t h e  
s e r v i c e  i n  t h e  y e a r  o f  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  b u t  h e  n o w  s u g g e s t e d  w r i t i n g  
t o  A n  B o r d  P o i s t  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  c o m e  u p  w i t h  s o m e  s o r t  o f  p o s t a l  
s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d .  C l r .  K i l g a n n o n  a d d e d  t h a t  a n e w  r e g i m e  
e x i s t s  i n  o u r  p o s t a l  s e r v i c e  a n d  t h e y  s e e m e d  t o  b e  c o m i n g  u p  w i t h  
i m a g i n a t i v e  s c h e m e s  i n  o t h e r  a r e a s  a n d  m i g h t  c o m e  u p  w i t h  s o m e  i d e a  
f o r  t h e  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  e v e n  i f  o n l y  t o  g i v e  p r e f e r e n t i a l  p o s t a l  r a t e s .
C l r .  M. F a h y  t o l d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a  v a l u a b l e  p a i n t i n g  w a s  d o n a t e d  b y  
M r. P .  J .  B u r k e  ( n o w  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  U . S . A . )  t o  G o r t  B r a n c h  L i b r a r y .  C l r .  
F a h y  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t h i s  p a i n t i n g ,  o f  t h e  M a d o n n a  w h i c h  w a s  a  c o p y  o f  a n  
o r i g i n a l  m a d e  i n  a b o u t  1 2 1 0  A . D . , w a s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  g i f t  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  
o f  G o r t  a n d  h e  w a s  u n h a p p y  w i t h  i t s  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  L i b r a r y .  C l r .  F a h y  
a s k e d  M r .  S h a r k e y  t o  c h e c k  o n  i n s u r a n c e  f o r  t b e  p a i n t i n g .  M r .  S h a r k e y  
a g r e e d  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  a n d  i n f o r m e d  t h e  m e e t i n g  t h a t  h e  h a d  w r i t t e n  t o  
M r .  B u r k e  t h a n k i n g  h i m  f o r  h i s  g i f t .

C l r .  P .  M c C o r m a c k  " t h a n k e d  m e m b e r s  f o r  t h e i r  v o t e  o f  s y m p a t h y  o n  t h e  
d e a t h  o f  h i s  m o t h e r .
T h e  m e e t i n g  t e r m i n a t e d  a t  5 . 2 5  p . m .

ir- X /fá 5~
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l e a b h a r l a n n a c h o n t a e n a  g a i l l i m h e

P h o n e : ( 0 91 ) 6 2 4 7 1  C o . L ib r a r y  Headquarters,
I s l a n d  H o u se ,

C a th e d r a l  S q u a re ,

G a lw a y .

3 0 t h  J a n u a r y , 1985*

A C h ara ,

A m eetin g  o f  the G alw ay  County  L ib r a r i e s  Com m ittee w i l l  be h eld  in  

the C o u n c il  Cham ber, C oun ty  B u i l d i n g s ,  on F r i d a y ,  8 t h  F e b r u a r y , I 9 8 5 , 

at  4 . 0 0  p . m .

M is e , le  m eas,

AGENDA

1 .  M in u tes  o f  p r e v io u s  m e e tin g .

2 .  E l e c t io n  o f  C hairm an  and V ice- C h airm an .

3 .  E stim ate  I 985 .

4 .  C h i l d r e n ’ s Book Week 1 9 8 4 .

5 . N om in ation  o f  two d e le g a t e s  to a J o in t  C o n feren ce

o f  the L ib r a r y  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  I r e l a n d  and the  

N o rth ern  I r e l a n d  B ra n c h , The L ib r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n f 
i n  C o rk , from  1 6 t h  - 2 0 t h  A p r i l  i n c l u s i v e .

6. Any other  b u s i n e s s .

To each  member o f  the Com m ittee .

To the C ounty  M anager ,

To the C ounty  S e c r e t a r y .

To the e d it o r s  o f lo c a l  n e w s p a p e r s .

LE.A BHA riLANNA CHONTAE NA G A IL L IÎ HE

M in u tes  o f  the A n n u al  G e n e r a l  M e e t in g  o f  the G alw ay  C ounty  L i b r a r i e s  

C om m ittee , h e ld  i n  the C o u n c il  Cham ber, C ounty  B u i l d i n g s ,  G a lw a y , on 

F r i d a y , 8th  F e b r u a r y , I 98 5 , at 4 . 0 0  p .m .

IN  C H A IR : C l r .  T . B y r n e .

P R E SE N T : S e n . J .  M . M a n n io n , C o .C . ;  D e p u t ie s  M . P .  K i t t ,  C o .C . ,

F .  F a h ey  and  F . C oog an , J n r . ; C l r s .  M . J .  K ilg a n n o n ,

M . R y an , P .  J .  F in n e g a n , M . A .  F a h y , T . W e lb y , J .  

C a l l a n a n , P .  McCormack and  T . B y r n e ; M e s s r s . T . Brow ne ,

S .  F a h y , F .  Donoghue and P . C o n n e e ly ; M rs . M . C r o f f y ,  

M r s . M. B u r k e ; M iss  M. S t e w a r t .

IN  ATTENDANCE: M r . J .  H o w le t t , A c t in g  County  M an ag er ; M r . T .  S h a r k e y ,

C ounty  L i b r a r i a n ;  M iss  M . K a v a n a g h , E x e c u t iv e  L ib r a r i a n  

M is s e s  M. M o ran , A . J o y c e , B . M c A le er  and M r . P e te r  

R a b b it t , A s s is t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ;  M r s . Anne W h it e , S e n io r  

L ib r a r y  A s s i s t a n t .

C l r .  T . Byrne proposed  vo tes  o f  sym pathy to C l r .  M ic h a e l  A ,  F a h y  on the  

re c e n t  d e a t h  o f  h is  f a t h e r ,  to D ep uty  F in t a n  Coogan on the d e a t h  o f  h is  

f a t h e r , and to  D ep uty  P a u l  C o n n au g h to n , M i n i s t e r  o f S t a t e , on the d e a th  

o f  h is  m other . The p ro p o sa l was seconded  by C l r .  Thomas W e lb y . A c t in g  

County  M a n a g e r , M r . John  H o w le t t , a s s o c ia t e d  h im s e l f  w it h  the v o te s  on 

b e h a l f  o f  h i m s e l f  and the L ib r a r y  S t a f f .  Dep uty  F in t a n  Coogan proposed  

a vote  o f  sym pathy  w it h  the C ounty  L i b r a r i a n ,  M r . T .  S h a r k e y , on the  

d e a th  o f  h is  m o ther . The vo te  was seconded  by  C l r .  M ic h ae l  A .  F a h y .

The m ee tin g  w as  a d jo u r n e d  fo r  f i v e  m inutes  as a mark o f  r e s p e c t .

1 . M INUTES OF THE PREVIOUS M E E T IN G :

The m inutes  o f  the p r e v io u s  m e e tin g  were a d o p t e d , on the p ro p o sa l  o f  

S e n a to r  John  M a n n io n  and seconded  by Deputy  M ic h a e l  K i t t .  A r i s i n g  

from  the m in u t e s , the County  L i b r a r i a n ,  M r , T .  S h a r k e y , read  a l e t t e r  

from An P o s t , s t a t i n g  that th ey  d id  not in t e n d  at the moment p r o v id in g  

a fr e e  p o s ta l  s e r v ic e  fo r  the h an d ic ap p e d  and h o u seb o u n d . They  d o , 

h o w ev er , p la n  to in tr o d u c e  a "B o o k p o s t ” s e r v ic e  i n  I 985 w h ich  w i l l  

o f f e r  red u c ed  r a t e s  fo r  s e n d in g  books  thro ugh  the p o s t .

Re M o b ile  L ib r a r y  t im e - ta b le , M r , T , S h a r k e y , s a id  that the B ran ch  

L ib r a r ia n s  had b e e n  r e q u e s te d  to p u b l ic i z e  the s e r v ic e  by  h a v in g  the  

tim e- table  in s e r t e d  in  P a r is h  N e w s l e t t e r s , i n  lo c a l  b u s in e s s  prem ises  

and in  B a n k s .

Re the L ib r a r y  s ig n  on M oylough  B ran ch  L i b r a r y ,  M r . T .  Sh arkey  inform ed  

the m eetin g  th at  the s ig n  i s  to be e r e c t e d  s h o r t l y .

In  r e p ly  to a q u e s t io n  by  C l r .  M ic h a e l  A . Fahy  re the p ic tu r e  in  Gort  

Bran ch  L i b r a r y ,  the County  L i b r a r i a n  s a id  that  i t  was covered  by  

in s u r a n c e  and th at  i t  w ould  s h o r t ly  be in s p e c t e d  re i t s  p re se n t  

p o s it io n  i n  the L ib r a r y ,

M r, T . Sh a rk e y  s a id  that he had w r it t e n  to In fo r m a t io n  So urces  L t d .  

re it s  s e r v ic e s  to L i b r a r i e s ,  and from t h e i r  r e p l y  un dersto o d  th at  

t h e ir  i n i t i a l  p rim ary  market w ould  be U .S .  L i b r a r i e s .  D ep uty  F in t a n  

Coogan s a id  th at  s in c e  the l a s t  m eetin g  the s i t u a t i o n  as r e g a r d s  the  
company had c h a n g e d .Galw
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On the p r o p o s a l  o f  D e p u ty  M ic h a e l  K i t t ,  seco nd ed  by  C l r .  M ic h a e l  A .  

F a h y , C l r .  P a t r i c k  F in n e g a n  was e l e c t e d  u n an im o u sly  as C h a irm a n . On 

v a c a t in g  the c h a i r  C l r .  T . Byrne com plim ented  the County  L ib r a r i a n  

and the L ib r a r y  S t a f f .  C l r . P .  F in n e g a n  took  the c h a i r .  He 

com plim ented  C l r .  T ,  Byrne on h is  c h a ir m a n s h ip  d u r in g  the y e a r . He 

thanked  the Com m ittee fo r  e l e c t i n g  him . S e n . J .  M annion  proposed  

C l r .  P .  McCorm ack as V ic e - C h airm an . He was seconded  by D ep u ty  F in t a n  

C o o g an , and e l e c t e d  u n a n im o u s ly .

2 .  ELECTIO N OF CHAIRM AN AND V IC E-C H A IR M A N  :

3 .  E S T I N A T E S  1 9 8 5 :
The prop osed  E stim ate  o f  E x p e n d itu r e  fo r  G alw ay  C ounty  L i b r a r i e s  fo r

I 985 had b een  c ir c u l a t e d  to a l l  the m em bers. The C ounty  L ib r a r i a n  

d is c u s s e d  e a c h  it e m . He s a id  th at  the b ook fund  acco un ted  fo r  a l i t t l e  

over 17°/o o f  the n e t  e x p e n d it u r e . He hoped th a t  th ere  w ould  be no cut  

b ac k  in  the s e r v i c e .  C l r .  F in n e g a n  in q u ir e d  re  the new proposed  B ranch  

L ib r a r y  i n  Tuam and  was in fo rm ed  by  the C oun ty  L ib r a r i a n  that i t  was 

hoped to  make a s ta r t  on i t  t h is  y e a r . S e n a to r  M annion  in q u ir e d  re  

a l t e r a t i o n s  to Roundstone  B ran ch  and was in fo rm e d  th at  i f  fun ds  were  

a v a i l a b l e  the a l t e r a t i o n s  w ould  be s ta r te d  t h is  y e a r ,

C l r .  K ilg a n n o n  in q u ir e d  re the r e n t  on L ib r a r y  H e a d q u a r te r s  and  was  
in form ed  by  M r , T , Sh arkey  that i t  was £ 3 1 ,0 0 0  a y e a r , but that  h a l f  

of i t  was r e c o u p e d .

M r s . Maura C r o f f y  asked  i f  i t  was in t e n d e d  to cut the s t a f f i n g  in  

B a l l i n a s l o e  B r a n c h  L ib r a r y . She was in fo rm ed  by  tne County  L ib r a r i a n  

that the p r e s e n t  s t a f f i n g  was to be red u ced  from  an A s s is t a n t  L ib r a r i a n  

and a L ib r a r y  A s s is t a n t  to an A s s is t a n t  L ib r a r i a n  and a part- tim e Branch  

L i b r a r i a n ,  She s a id  that  the L ib r a r y  i s  now b e in g  used  as a L ib r a r y  

s h o u ld , and th at  from  a b u i l d i n g  w i t h  no h e a rt  or s o u l , i t  had now  

become a b e e h iv e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  I t  i s  now a f o c a l  p o in t  fo r  the people  

the l o c a l i t y  and she f e l t  th at  i t  w ould  be a shame to cut back  on 

s t a f f  now . D e p u ty  K it t  s a id  th at  f o r  such  a sm all amount o f  money  

saved  i t  w ould  be a shame to cut back  on s t a f f .  M r s , C r o f fy  went on 

to say  that i t  was a d is g r a c e  that  the c arav an s  w h ic h  park  o u ts id e  the  

L ib r a r y  were not m oved. She s a id  that  brok en  b o t t l e s ,  used  pampers  

and o th er  u n m en tio n ab le  item s were thrown i n s i d e  the L ib r a r y  w a llj  

c h il d r e n  u s in g  the L ib r a r y  w ere h a r a s s e d  and  i t  was a b s o lu t e ly  

d is g r a c e f u l  th a t  such  a lo v e ly  area  was so d e s p o i l e d .  C l r .  E . H av erty  

s a id  that  the re m a in d e r  of the F a ir g r e e n  had b een  c h a in e d  to sto p  the 

c arav ans  and ask e d  why the area  around the L ib r a r y  has not a ls o  been  

c h a in e d . C l r .  F in n e g a n  s a id  th a t  a f u l l  re p o rt  on what can be done by  

the County  C o u n c il  and B a l l i n a s l o e  U rban  D i s t r i c t  C o u n c il  w ould  be 

r e a d y  fo r  the n e x t  m e e tin g . C l r .  J .  C a l la n a n  s a id  that M rs . C r o f f y * s  

statem ent was t r u e . He s a id  th at  the owners o f  these  carav ans  were  

w e ll- o ff  t r a d e r s . C l r .  H a v e rty  s a id  that  the U . D . C .  should  be 

c o n ta c te d  to see what they  were d o in g  about the m atte r .

On the p ro p o sa l  o f  S e n a to r  M a n n io n , seconded  by  C l r . P .  M cCorm ack, the 

e s t im a te s  w ere ad o p ted  u n a n im o u s ly . M r. T . S h a r k e y  asked  the County  

C o u n c il lo r s  to support the e s tim ate  at the C ounty  C o u n c il  e s t im a te s  
m eetin g .

D ep uty  F in t a n  Coogan asked  that "A m nesty  W eek" be re p e a te d  a g a in  th is  

y ear  as i t  had b e e n  so s u c c e s s f u l  i n  1 9 8 4 . The Com mittee ag reed  to 
t h is  p r o p o s a l .

Galw
ay

 C
ou

nty
 C

ou
nc

il A
rch

ive
s



~ 3 -

h. C H I L D R E N ’ S BOOK WEEK:
A r e p o r t  o n  C h i l d r e n ’ s  B o o k  W e e k  h a d  b e e n  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  m e m b e r s .  T h e  
C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  t h a n k e d  t h e  s p o n s o r s  f o r  t h e  p r i z e s  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  
w e e k  h a d  b e e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  C l r .  T .  B y r n e  c o m p l i m e n t e d  t h e  C o u n t y  
L i b r a r i a n  a n d  s t a f f  a n d  s a i d  t h a t  g r e a t  e n t h u s i a s m  h a d  b e e n  s h o w n  f o r  
t h e  a c t i v i t i e s .  He  h o p e d  t h a t  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  B r a n c h  L i b r a r i a n s  w o u l d  
p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  f u t u r e .  C l r .  F i n n e g a n  a l s o  c o m p l i m e n t e d  t h e  s t a f f .  He  
s a i d  i t  w a s  a  l a u d a b l e  e x e r c i s e  a n d  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  h i g h l i g h t  
t h e  w o r k  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y .

D u b h a i r t  a n  C o m h .  K i l g a n n o n  g o  r a i b h  g a n n t a n a s  l e a b h a r  a s  g a e i l g e  d o  
p h a i s t i .  He s u g g e s t e d  a n  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  t o  
h a v e  s u i t a b l e  r e a d i n g  m a t e r i a l  i n  I r i s h  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c h i l d r e n .  T h e  
C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  s a i d  t h a t  h e  w o u l d  w r i t e  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  a n d  t o  B o r d  n a  G a e i l g e  a n d  m a k e  t h e m  a w a r e  o f  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .

5 .  NOMINATION OF DELEGATES TO THE J O I N T  LI BR A R Y  CONFERENCE:
S e n a t o r  M a n n i o n  p r o p o s e d  C l r .  M i c h a e l  R y a n  a s  a  d e l e g a t e  a n d  w a s  s e c o n d e d  
b y  D e p u t y  F .  C o o g a n ?  D e p u t y  M. K i t t  p r o p o s e d  C l r .  E .  H a v e r t y  a n d  w a s  
s e c o n d e d  b y  M r s .  M. C r o f f y .  T h e y  w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  u n a n i m o u s l y .  I t  w a s  
a l s o  a g r e e d  t h a t  t h e  d e l e g a t e s  c o u l d  c h o o s e  s u b s t i t u t e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  t h e i r  n o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .

K i s s  M a r g a r e t  S t e w a r t  t h a n k e d  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r  v o t e  
o f  s y m p a t h y  a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g ,  o n  t h e  d e a t h  o f  h e r  m o t h e r .
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Co. Library Headquarters, 
Island House,
Cathedral Square,
Galway.

16th September, 1985.

A Chara,

A meeting of the Galway County Libraries Committee will be held in the 
Council Chamber, County Buildings, on Friday, 27th September, 1985, at
4.00 p.m.

Mise, le meas,

AGENDA

1. Minutes of the previous meeting.

2. Statistical Report 1984.

3. Branch Libraries.

4. Any other business.

To each member of the Committee 
To the County Manager 
To the County Secretary 
To the editors of local newspapers
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Minutes of the Galway County Libraries Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, County Buildings, on Wednesday, 9th October, 1985, at 4.00 p.m.

IN CHAIR:

PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGY:

Clr. Patrick Finnegan.

Clrs. Patrick Finnegan, J. M. Mannion, Michael Mullins, 
Martin Lynch, James Joyce, Paddy McHugh, John Molloy, 
Peter Raftery and Matt Loughnane; Messrs. Joe Burke, 
Martin Fallon, Eamon King, Peter Conroy, Patrick Gilmore, 
Padraig McDonacha, Pat Quinn, Conor Gavin, Michael 
O'Connell, Gerald Bartley, Toddie Byrne, Henry O'Connor 
and Martin O'Connell; Mrs. Maura Croffy; Rev. Leslie 
D. A. Forrest.

Mr. S. Keating, County Manager? Mr. T. Sharkey, County 
Librarian; Miss M. Kavanagh, Executive Librarian;
Misses M. Moran, A. Joyce, Messrs. P. Rabbitt, M.
Keating, Assistant Librarians; Mrs. A. White, Acting 
Assistant Librarian; and Ms. B. Kelly and C. Farragher, 
Senior Library Assistants.

An apology for inattendance was received from Mr. Paud 
Kennelly.

Clr. P. Finnegan proposed a vote of sympathy with the wife and family 
of the * late Clr. Eddie Haverty. He paid tribute to him in taking an 
active part in the affairs of the Library Committee. Clr. Peter 
Raftery seconded the motion. Mr. T. Sharkey requested that the Library 
Staff be associated with the vote. Clr. P. Finnegan then welcomed the 
Committee, particularly the new members.

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING;

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been circulated to the
members, were adopted on the proposal of Sen. J. M. Mannion and 
seconded by Clr. P. Raftery.

Arising from the minutes the County Librarian informed the meeting 
that the Library sign would shortly be erected on Moylough Library, 
and that the work on refurbishing the Library at Roundstone was in 
progress. He said that Amnesty Week has been responsible for the 
return of 472 books at the City Branch and 267 at the other Branch 
Libraries.

The County Manager informed the meeting that a new change of status
for Galway City would take place shortly. The City had now the right
to become a separate Library Authority. This had been discussed at 
County Council meetings, where it had been recommended that the 
existing structure should remain as it has been. He said that under 
the Local Government Act (1955) an agreement could be made that the 
County Council would continue to give a service and that the Corporation 
would continue to pay towards the cost of same. The cost of the Library 
Service in 1985 amounted to £632,980 of which the city's contribution was 
£196,223. The implications, if the County were to lose this money, would 
be that it would weaken the capability of the two authorities; there woul 
be two separate staffing arrangements and inevitable duplication of 
personnel, buildings and book stock. Because of the new arrangements, the 
City might wish to have stronger representation on the Committee, as it 
would be a Library Authority in its own right.
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L EAB HAR LA NNA  CHONTAE NA G A I L L I H H l

Co„ Library Headquarters, 

Island House,

Cathedral Square,

G a 1 w a y .

26th September, 1985.

A Chara,

The County Libraries’ Committee Meeting due to be held on Friday, 

the 27th inst. will now be held on Wednesday the 9th October, at

4 . 0 0  p .

Mise, le meas,

s

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.
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LEABHARLAN NA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Minutes of the Galway County Libraries Committee held in the Council 
Chamber, County Buildings, on Wednesday, 9th October, 1985, at 4.00 p.m.

IN CHAIR:

PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGY:

Clr. Patrick Finnegan.

Clrs. Patrick Finnegan, J. M. Mannion, Michael Mullins, 
Martin Lynch, James Joyce, Paddy McHugh, John Molloy, 
Peter Raftery and Matt Loughnane; Messrs. Joe Burke, 
Martin Fallon, Eamon King, Peter Conroy, Patrick Gilmore, 
Padraig McDonacha, Pat Quinn, Conor Gavin, Michael 
O ’Connell, Gerald Bartley, Toddie Byrne, Henry O'Connor 
and Martin O'Connell; Mrs. Maura Croffy; Rev. Leslie
D. A . Forrest.

Mr. S. Keating, County Manager; Mr. T. Sharkey, County 
Librarian; Miss M. Kavanagh, Executive Librarian;
Misses M. Moran, A. Joyce, Messrs. P * Rabbitt, M.
Keating, Assistant Librarians; Mrs. A. White, Acting 
Assistant Librarian; and Ms. B. Kelly and C. Farragher, 
Senior Library Assistants.

An apology for inattendance was received from Mr. Paud 
Kennelly.

p #. Finnegan proposed a vote of sympathy with the wife and family 
of the late Clr, Eddie Haverty. He paid tribute to him in taking an 
active part in the affairs of the Library Committee. Clr. Peter 
Raftery seconded the motion. Mr. T. Sharkey requested that the Library 
Staff be associated with the vote. Clr. P. Finnegan then welcomed the 
Committee, particularly the new members.

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

The minutes of the previous meeting, which had been circulated to the
members, were adopted on the proposal of Sen. J. M. Mannion and 
seconded by Clr. P. Raftery.

Arising from the minutes the County Librarian informed the meeting 
that the Library sign would shortly be erected on Moylough Library, 
and that the work on refurbishing the Library at Roundstone was in 
progress. He said that Amnesty Week has been responsible for the 
return of 472 books at the City Branch and 267 at the other Branch 
Libraries.

The County Manager informed the meeting that a new change of status
for Galway City would take place shortly. The City had now the right
to become a separate Library Authority. This had been discussed at 
County Council meetings, where it had been recommended that the 
existing structure should remain as it has been. He said that under 
the Local Government Act (1955) an agreement could be made that the 
County Council would continue to give a service and that the Corporation 
would continue to pay towards the cost of same. The cost of the Library 
Service in 1985 amounted to £632,980 of which the city's contribution was 
£196,223. The implications, if the County were to lose this money, would 
be that it would weaken the capability of the two authorities; there would 
be two separate staffing arrangements and inevitable duplication of 
personnel, buildings and book stock. Because of the new arrangements, the 
City might wish to have stronger representation on the Committee, as it 
would be a Library Authority in its own right.
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Sen. Mannion proposed that the service remain unchanged. It was 
seconded by Mr. G. Bartley. The Committee agreed unanimously to the 
proposal.

The County Manager informed the meeting that the old Bank of Ireland 
premises, Tuam, is to be converted into a Library, at a cost of
£250,000 - £300,000. He said that he did not think the Council would
be in a position in 1986 to take up the loan repayments, even if a 
loan were available. He wished to sound a warning note because it
might not be possible to proceed with the plans in 1986.

C1 L « J. Joyce asked if a survey had been carried out on the expenditure 
by Libraries in other counties; and if Co. Galway, which is a very large 
County, is spending as much vis-a-vis the other Counties. The County 
Manager replied that even though there has been a very serious shortage 
of funds, the Library service in Co. Galway has done well. He said that 
in the past number of years, a new Library for the City had been opened; 
new Libraries had been built in Clifden, Portumna and Athenry, as well 
as minor improvements carried out in other Branch Libraries. While a 
severe cut in the book fund had been made in 1983, this had nearly been 
restored in 1985.

Clr. P. Finnegan said that there has been a lot of publicity in Tuam 
about the amount of the loan which was needed and it was felt by many 
that this money should be spent on providing jobs in the area. However, 
he said that Tuam was a fast growing town with poor Library facilities.
He said that the present premises in the Town Hall was unsuitable, and 
that a new Library would be an asset to the Town and people. Mr. P. 
Gilmore said that Tuam was a growing educational centre which had 3,000 
school going children. He hoped that the proposed new Library would not 
be postponed indefinitely. The County Manager said that the quality of 
service in Tuam was poor, and that most towns of comparable size had 
much better Libraries. He said that the location was important, as it 
is in the centre of the Town, that the price of the building was 
reasonable and in fact it was lower than the price of a site. He said 
that An Chomhairle Leabharlanna had approved the plans, and that the 
architect had also designed Ennis Library. Mr. C. Gavin asked if the 
building would be used to house historical and archaeological artifacts. 
The County Manager showed the architect's plans to the Committee and 
pointed out that on the first floor, there would be a room for exhibitions 
and other activities.

2. STATISTICAL REPORT 1984;

The County Librarian commented on the report by stating that there had 
been a drop of book issues in many of the Branch Libraries including 
Galway City Branch. He said that this was due to the increased charges. 
He said that there had been a lot of opposition to this increase. When 
adults stopped using the service they no longer brought their children 
to the Library. This mainly applied to the Galway City Branch. Mr. 
Sharkey said that there had been an increase in membership on the Mobile 
Library, but that the membership fee for adults there, was only £1.00.

Clr. P. Finnegan complimented the Library Staff on the excellent service 
provided.
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Clr. M. Lynch said that he regarded the fees as too high for the average 
person. He said that it was better to have people using the Libraries. 
Mr. M. Fallon proposed that there be a reduction in Library charges.
Clr. J. Joyce considered the charges low for the use of the Library.
He suggested that the Library service should be advertised on television. 
He said that many people were shy about going to the Library and that in 
rural areas very few farmers use the Library. After a discussion on the 
charges, it was agreed that the Library charges remain unchanged on the 
proposal of Mr. J. Burke and seconded by Mr. P. McHugh.

3. BRANCH LIBRARIES;

Mrs. M. Croffy stated that nothing had been done since the previous 
meeting, about the parking of caravans outside the Library in 
Ballinasloe. She said that she had been unable to discover where the 
fault lay, and that it was deplorable that Library Staff and users of 
the Library, had to walk past such filth and dirt. She said that she 
had expected a reply back from the County Council meeting, but had not 
received any. Clr. P. Finnegan said that there was some confusion as 
to who is responsible.

Mr. P. Conroy suggested writing to Ballinasloe U.D.C. for their plans 
for parking caravans, and then to work up to the County Council for a 
report. Mr. T. Sharkey stated that he had written to the Town Clerk 
in Ballinasloe on 26th February last and had received an acknowledgement 
saying that the matter was receiving attention.

Clr. M. Loughnane stated that Loughrea Branch Library was inaccessible 
to many people because of the steep steps at the entrance. He asked if 
there are any long term plans for a new Library. He said that the old 
dispensary building, beside the Temperance Hall, and also a site 
opposite the Cathedral, should be investigated as likely sites.

Mr. C. Gavin asked if video tapes could be borrowed through the Library 
for use in schools. Mr. Sharkey said that the matter would be 
investigated.
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