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Mr. Sharkey told Clr. P. Geraghty that the book fund was too low
and too few new books were being purchased.

Mr. P. Kennelly said he was satisfied with the Library service 
in Clifden and paid a compliment to the staff there.

3, NOMINATION OF DELEGATES TO A JOINT CONFERENCE OF THE LIBRARY
ASSOCIATION OF IRELAND AND THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION (NORTHERN 
IRELAND BRANCH):

Clr. M. Fahey was proposed by Clr. Loughnane. Clr. J. Mannion 
was proposed by Clr. T. Walsh and Clr. J. McDonagh was proposed 
by Clr. Mannion. The three nominees were unanimously selected 
to attend the Conference in April 1992.

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

The Co. Librarian reminded members particularly those who were 
not Councillors to sign the attendance book and fill in their 
expenses sheets when they attended meetings of the Library Committee.

Mr. Leo Hallissey told the meeting that he feared that the Library 
service was on a down slide. The lack of resources meant that 
fewer new books were purchased and the Libraries needed a frequent 
turnover of new material. Mr. Hallissey said that there was 
tremendous good will in the community and in the press for the 
library and that this committee must tap into it.

Clr. P. Geraghty asked would the Library Committee have any function 
in organising a research project into the social implications 
of reading or lack of reading, particularly of young people.
Clr. Geraghty thought that the committee had to find out why
there was a drop in readership and suggested that the T.V. 'Soaps" 
were having an effect on the Library service.

Clr. P. McHugh agreed that the Library needed to be promoted.
He asked for an up-to-date position on a sub-committee that was 
set up at a previous meeting to promote the Library Service because 
he had heard nothing as a member of this sub-committee. Clr.
McHugh suggested that the papers like the Connacht Tribune and 
Tuam Herald together with the local radio service should be asked 
to do features on the Library in Galway.

Clr. Loughnane agreed with this suggestion and asked that these 
papers be contacted (as well as the radio) to feature the Library. 
Clr. Loughnane added that the marketing people in the local media 
could help with advertising to pay for the features on the Library. 
Clr. Loughnane backed the idea of resurrecting the sub-committee 
on promoting the Library service.

The Chairman Clr. J. McDonagh said the ideas from the members 
tied in with his own suggestion of organising 'a Library week' 
to promote the Councils Library service.

Mr. Leo Hallissey did not feel that the Library service needed 
to get finance to do features in the media on the Library service.
He suggested that a type of "Friends of the Library" group be 
set u p .
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Clr. P. Finnegan informed the meeting that the Co. Arts Committee 
were running an Arts week in Tuam in July 1992 and that with 
many activities taking place in the new Library in Tuam it would 
help with publicity on the Library service.

In reply to the members queries on the sub-committee to promote 
the Library service the Co. Librarian, Mr. Sharkey, said the 
Council had told him that no money was available for such a committee. 
Mr. Sharkey assured members he did not veto expenses.

Clr. Loughnane then suggested that the Librarian with his staff be 
asked to phone the papers to get publicity for the Libraries.

Clr. McHugh said that he did not see why no expenses would be 
available for a sub-committee, but if this was the case he said 
that the sub-committee should still go ahead and he was willing 
to attend meetings at his own expense.

Mr. Leo Hallissey also agreed to serve on the committee.

The Chairman then suggested that a small sub-committee of five 
members be set up and he suggested that this matter be referred, 
to the next meeting of the Committee in May.

Clr. O'Baoill stated that he supported the idea of a sub-committee 
on Library promotion and in fact he as the last Chairman had been 
instrumental in setting it up originally. He stated that no 
meetings had taken place due to the non-availability of expenses.
He felt that the sub-committee should still go ahead with its 
work as it was a good cause and offered to continue to serve 
on it .

Clr. Geraghty suggested that sub-committees be set up in different 
areas of the County.

Mr. Leo Hallissey emphasised that the sub-committee should not 
be localised but it should look at an overall strategy for the 
Library service.

Clr. P. McHugh and other members congratulated the Tuam Herald 
reporter, D. Varley, present at the meeting, on the publication 
of his new b o o k .

Clr. O'Baoill informed the meeting that a Folklore exhibition 
was opening in Ballinasloe Branch Library at 7.50 on Thursday 
5th March. He commended it to members and said that having 
seen it himself he noted the particular emphasis placed on the 
Irish language in 1937/'38. He said that the committee should 
be to the forefront in promoting Irish and suggested holding 
competitions in the schools and libraries.

The Chairman J. McDonagh said that he was attending a function 
this week which promoted Irish.

The Councillors unanimously proposed a vote of sympathy to Clr.
P. Finnegan on his recent bereavement and Mr. 5haT'L,pu aQgnniat-pri 
himself with the proposal on behalf of the staf

Members fixed Wednesday 20th May, 1992, as the 
meeting at 4.30p.m. The meeting then ended.
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Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
G a lw ay .

11 th  May, 1992.

A Chara ,

A m e e t ing  o f  t h e  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  th e  
C o u n c i l  Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Wednesday, 20 th  May, 1992, a t  
4 .3 0  p.m.

LEABHARLANNA CHQNTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M ise ,  l e  meas,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA

1. M in u te s  o f  P re v io u s  M e e t in g .

2. S t a t i s t i c a l  R epo r t  1991.

3. Any o t h e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  th e  Committee.
To t h e  County Manager.
To th e  A s s i s t a n t  County  Manager.
To t h e  County S e c r e t a r y .
To th e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers .
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M in u tes  o f  th e  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee ,  h e ld  i n  th e  C o u n c i l  
Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Wednesday, 20 th  May, 1992, a t  4 .3 0  p.m.

IN CHAIR:

P R E S E N T :

C l r .  J .  McDonagh.

C l r s .  M ic h a e l  Fahy,  P a t r i c k  F innegan ,  M ich a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  
M a t t  Loughnane, J a r l a t h  McDonagh, John M. Mannion, 
M ic h a e l  M u l l i n s ,  K a th le e n  Qu inn ,  T ia rn a n  Walsh;
Messrs .  Paudge K e n n e l l y ,  P e te r  Conroy,  Frank Donoghue, 
Joe Donoghue, J u s t i n  F la n n e r y ,  P a tsy  G eragh ty ,
Leo H a l l i s s e y ,  Tony Leahy, J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  
P e t t i t ,  M aur ice  Whelan;  Mrs. M a rg a re t  Counihan,
Maureen Egan and N o e l l e  Hayes.

IN  A T T E N D A N C E : Mr. T. Sharkey ,  County  L i b r a r i a n ,  Mr. T. Coughlan,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r ,  Miss M. Moran and Mr. P. R a b b i t t ,  
A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ,  and Miss  M. Kavanagh, E x e c u t iv e  
L i b r a r i a n .

A P O L O G I E S : A p o lo g ie s  f o r  in a t t e n d a n c e  were r e c e i v e d  from Mrs. M.
Conway, M o un tb e l le w ,  and C l r .  T. O ' B a o i l l ,  B a l l i n a s l o e

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m in u te s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g ,  wh ich  had been c i r c u l a t e d ,  were 
a d op ted ,  on th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  Mr. P. G e ragh ty ,  seconded by C l r .  J .  M. 
Mannion.

C l r .  J .  M. Mannion c o n g r a t u l a t e d  Mr. P. G eragh ty  on h i s  e l e c t i o n  as 
Chairman o f  I r e l a n d  West Tour ism .  C l r .  K. Quinn seconded th e  m o t io n .

The Chairman a l s o  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  him and w ished him good l u c k .

Mr. P. G e ragh ty  proposed a v o te  o f  sympathy w i t h  t h e  f a m i l y  o f  " I n k y "  
F l a h e r t y ,  r e c e n t l y  deceased.  Mr. P. Conroy seconded th e  m o t io n .
Mr. Sharkey  j o i n e d  i n  th e  p r o p o s a l  and t o l d  th e  m e e t ing  t h a t  " I n k y ' s "  
d a u g h te r  G e r a ld in e  i s  a member o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  s t a f f .  As a mark o f  
r e s p e c t  th e  m e e t in g  a d jo u rn e d  f o r  f i v e  m in u te s .

A r i s i n g  f rom  th e  m in u tes  th e  Chairman i n q u i r e d  i f  any money had been 
s a n c t io n e d  f o r  books,  s in c e  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .  Mr. Sharkey s t a t e d  
t h a t  a t  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  A p r i l  p e rm is s io n  was g i v e n  t o  go ahead and 
spend t h e  book a l l o c a t i o n  as i n  th e  e s t im a t e s .  He a l s o  s a id  t h a t  the  
Depar tm ent  o f  E d u c a t io n  had in c re a s e d  th e  book fund  f o r  P r im a ry  Schoo ls  
t o  47p p e r  p u p i l .  The t o t a l  g r a n t  i n  1992 would  be £ 1 3 ,2 7 7 .0 3 .

Mr. T. Donoghue i n q u i r e d  i f  t h e r e  had been any p r o g r e s s  on a c q u i r i n g  the  
Church o f  I r e l a n d ,  Church i n  Loughrea ,  f o r  use as a L i b r a r y .  Mr. T. 
Coughlan in fo rm e d  th e  m e e t ing  t h a t  a l e t t e r  has been fo rw a rded  t o  
Canon S u l l i v a n ,  r e q u e s t i n g  him t o  c l a r i f y  p o i n t s  on t im e s  o f  usage 
o f  t h e  Church by th e  c o n g r e g a t io n .  On r e c e i p t  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  
th e  n e x t  s te p  wou ld  be t o  p re pa re  th e  c o n t r a c t  documents.

C l r .  P. F innegan asked i f  a n y th in g  had been done on p u b l i c i t y  f o r  the  
L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .

Mr. Sharkey  s t a t e d  t h a t  a sub com mit tee  o f  th e  L i b r a r y  Committee would 
no t  be re c o g n is e d  and no t r a v e l l i n g  expenses wou ld  be g iv e n  t o  such a 
sub c o m m it te e .
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Mr. L.  H a l l i s s e y  s a id  t h a t  t h e y  a l l  w ished  t o  do som eth ing  p o s i t i v e .  
He sug ges ted  t h a t  some o f  th e  Commit tee m ig h t  be w i l l i n g  t o  meet, 
w i t h o u t  t r a v e l l i n g  expenses,  t o  d i s c u s s  t h e  p ro b le m  and a c t i v a t e  a 
p l a n .

The Chairman sugges ted  t h a t  th o se  who were i n t e r e s t e d  sho u ld  g iv e  
t h e i r  names a t  th e  end o f  th e  m e e t in g ,  and a m e e t in g  c o u ld  be 
a r ra n g e d  l a t e r .  Mr. T. G eragh ty  sug ges ted  t h a t  c i r c u l a r s  be sen t  t o  
th e  Schoo l  P r i n c i p a l s ,  r e l a t i n g  th e  w o n d e r fu l  f a c i l i t y  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e ,  t o  i n s u r e  t h a t  th e  young p e o p le  a re  aware o f  t h i s  f a c i l i t y .

The Chairman in fo rm e d  th e  m ee t ing  t h a t  £20 ,000  had been g iv e n  f o r  a 
L i b r a r y  t o  th e  European C en t re  f o r  T r a v e l l e r s  i n  Tuam. He proposed 
t h a t  a l e t t e r  be fo rw a rd e d  t o  th e  D ep a r tm en t ,  recommending t h a t  a 
s i m i l a r  g r a n t  be g iv e n  t o  a l l  second l e v e l  S c h o o ls .  Mr. J .  Donoghue 
seconded t h i s  p r o p o s a l .  The l a t t e r  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he was p u z z le d  
as t o  why p r im a r y  sch o o l  c h id r e n  o n l y  and n o t  second l e v e l  s choo l  
p u p i l s ,  sho u ld  ge t  t h i s  g r a n t .  He c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  money spen t  on 
L i b r a r i e s  was money w e l l  s p e n t ,  and t h a t  i t  was a b e n e f i c i a l  way t o  
spend p u b l i c  money.

I I .  STATISTICAL REPORT:

The County  L i b r a r i a n  h i g h l i g h t e d  c e r t a i n  a s p e c ts  o f  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  
R e p o r t ,  wh ich  had a l r e a d y  been c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  members. The o v e r a l l  
i s s u e s  had in c re a s e d  i n  t h i r t e e n  Branches and dec reased  i n  n in e .  He 
s a id  i n  o r d e r  t o  m a in t a i n  t h e  momentum i n  th e  l a r g e  i n c r e a s e  i n  
membership i n  Tuam, i t  wou ld  be ne ce ssa ry  t o  keep a good s to c k  o f  
books i n  th e  Branch .  There was a s l i g h t  dec rease  i n  th e  Galway C i t y  
L i b r a r y  i s s u e s ,  due p r i m a r i l y  t o  d i s r u p t i o n  o f  th e  s e r v i c e  owing t o  
r e n o v a t i o n s  t o  th e  B u i l d i n g  d u r i n g  1990 /91 .  He s t a t e d  t h a t  th e
a u d io  c a s s e t t e s  were v e r y  p o p u la r ,  b u t  t h e r e  i s  n o t  enough money f o r
t h i s  s e r v i c e .  He s a id  t h a t  th e  number o f  books a t  Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y
was w e l l  be low t h a t  recommended i n  t h e  I . F . L . A .  S ta n d a rd s .

I I I .  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr. L. H a l l i s s e y  s t a t e d  t h a t  a s m a l l  book fund  im p inges  on the  weakest 
g roup  -  th e  c h i l d r e n .  He c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e  Depar tm ent  o f  E d u c a t io n  
was n o t  g i v i n g  enough fu n d s .  He a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  he i s  s t i l l  unhappy 
w i t h  th e  cha rge s .  He asked t h a t  an approach be made t o  the  U n i v e r s i t y  
A u t h o r i t i e s ,  r e q u e s t i n g  t h a t  each s tu d e n t  s u b m i t t i n g  a t h e s i s  d e a l i n g  
w i t h  any asp e c t  o f  County  Galway,  sh o u ld  be re q u e s te d  t o  sub m i t  a 
s y n o p s is  o f  f o u r  t o  s i x  pages, on th e  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  t h e s i s ,  wh ich  
wou ld  be donated  t o  th e  County  L i b r a r y  and th u s  be a v a i l a b l e  t o  th e  
p u b l i c .  Mrs. M. Egan sugges ted  t h a t  o t h e r  t h i r d  l e v e l  c o l l e g e s  be 
re q u e s te d  t o  do l i k e w i s e .

The f o l l o w i n g  members s u b m i t te d  t h e i r  names f o r  th e  P.R. C o m m i t te e : -
The Cha irman, C l r .  J .  McDonagh,

C l r .  K. Quinn (0907) 55058,
C l r .  P. F innegan ,
Mrs. M. Egan and 
Mr. L. H a l l i s s e y  (095) 43443.
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LEABHARLANNA GHQNTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  Headquarte rs  
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
G a lway .

3rd  November, 1992.

A Chara,

The Annua l  G enera l  M ee t ing  o f  th e  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s  Committee 
w i l l  be h e ld  i n  t h e  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Thursday,  
12 th  November, 1992, a t  4 .00 p.m.

M ise ,  l e  meas,

RLANNAI CHONTAE

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev ious  M e e t ing .

2* E l e c t i o n  o f  Chairman and V ic e  Chairman.
3. E s t im a te s  1993.
4. Branch L i b r a r i e s .
5. Any o th e r  bu s ine ss .

To each member o f  th e  Committee.
To th e  County Manager.
To th e  A s s i s t a n t  County  Manager.
To th e  County S e c r e ta r y .
To th e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.
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, ç p . iw a v  County L i b r a r i e s  Committee, h e ld  i n  th e  C o u n c i l
C h a . b f r , C o u n t y g i l d i n g s ,  on 12 th  November, 1992, a t  4 .00  p.m.

IN CHAIR:

PRESENT:

C l r .  J .  McDonagh.

C i r s . M ich a e l  Fahy, M ich a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  M a t t  Loughnane, 
J a r l â t h  McDonagh, John M. Mannion, T. O ' B a o i l l ,  
K a th le e n  Quinn, Eve lyn  V a r l e y ,  T ia rn a n  Walsh,
Messrs .  Paudge K e n n e l l y ,  Frank Donoghue, Joe Donoghue, 
J u s t i n  F la n n e ry ,  Pa tsy  G eragh ty ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,
Tony Leahy, J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,
M aur ice  Whelan; Mrs. M a rga re t  Counihan,  Maureen Egan; 
Ms. K a th le e n  F a l l o n  and Very  Rev. L. A. Canon F o r r e s t .

IN ATTENDANCE Mr. T. Sharkey,  County  L i b r a r i a n ;  Mr. E. Lu sb y , Finance 
O f f i c e r ;  Miss M. Moran, Mrs. A. Walsh, Mr. P. R a b b i t t ,  
A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ,  and Miss M. Kavanagh, E x e c u t iv e  
L i b r a r i a n .

APOLOGIES: An apo lo g y  was r e c e iv e d  from Mr. John F. K ing .

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m in u te -  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g ,  wh ich  had been c i r c u l a t e d ,  were 
adopted and s igned  on th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  Mr. Frank Donoghue, seconded by
C l r .  John Mannion.

A r i s i n g  from th e  m inu tes  the  County L i b r a r i a n  in fo rm e d  th e  f e t i n g  t h a t  
he had c o n ta c te d  th e  I r i s h  U n i v e r s i t i e s  and R e g i o n a l  C o l le g e s ,  on the  
m a t te r  o f  s tu d e n ts  s u b m i t t i n g  a s h o r t  s y n o p s i s  o f  each t h e s i s , *
s u b j e c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  County Galway, t o  th e  County  L i b r  y ,  
use.  He s a id  t h a t  he has r e c e iv e d  some p o s iu i v e  r e p l i e s .

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN:

Mr. Patsy  Geragh ty  was unan im ous ly  e l e c t e d  Chairman, on th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  
C l r .  M ic h a e l  Fahy, seconded by Mr. J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l .

Mr. Frank Donoghue, was unan im ous ly  e l e c t e d  V ic e  Chairman, on th e  p roposa l  
o f  C l r .  T ia rn a n  Walsh, seconded by C l r .  J a r l a t h  McDonagh Mr Patsy
G e ra g h ty ,  on f o r m a l l y  t a k i n g  th e  c h a i r ,  o re v io u s
e l e c t i n g  h im. He p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  C l r .  J a r  a c  ̂J  ’ an l ie r  a t  an  
Cha irman, f o r  th e  work he had done and f o r  h i s  g r a c io u s  manner
t i m e s .

3. ESTIMATES 1993:

The e s t im a te s  1993, had been p r e v i o u s l y  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  a l l  members.

Mr. Sharkey in fo rm e d  th e  Committee t h a t  th e  bookfund f o r  1 9 9 3 , would be 
th e  same as in  1992. There would be a drop  in  s a l a r i e s ,  as t  • • ■'
wou ld  be r e s p o n s ib le  from January  f o r  th e  s a l a r i e s  o ^ prom
in  t h e  C o l le g e .  There would  be an in c re a s e  in  o f f i c e  equ p

Galw
ay

 C
ou

nty
 C

ou
nc

il A
rch

ive
s



2

£2 ,000 (1992) t o  £10,000 (1993 ) .  There would  be an in c re a s e  i n  
r e n o v a t i o n s ,  improvements from £10,000 (1992) t o  £15,000 (1993 ) .

The Chairman s a id  t h a t  th e  bookfund was d i s a p p o i n t i n g  and s a id  t h a t  
th e  c u l t u r e  o f  r e a d in g  sho u ld  be encouraged i n  young p e o p le .  He a l s o  
s a id  t h a t  q u a r t e r l y  m eet ings  shou ld  be h e ld  as t h e r e  was a n e c e s s i t y  
f o r  a r e g u l a r  b a s is  o f  d i s c u s s io n ,  and a c o n s o l i d a t e d  p o l i c y .

C l r .  M ic h a e l  A. Fahy proposed t h a t  q u a r t e r l y  m ee t ings  be h e ld ;  t h i s  was 
seconded by C l r .  K a th le e n  Quinn, and agreed un a n im o us ly .  Mr. Lusby 
in fo rm e d  th e  m eet ing  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  a m a t te r  f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  E s t im a te s ,  
b u t  was p a r t  o f  the  g e n e r a l  m e e t in g s '  expenses o f  th e  County C o u n c i l .

There was a g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s io n  by th e  members on methods o f  f i n a n c in g  
th e  b o o k fu nd .  C l r .  T ia rn a n  Walsh proposed a p p e a l in g  f o r  l o t t e r y  
f u n d in g  f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e .  T h is  was seconded by Mr. Joe Donoghue. 
C l r .  J a r l a t h  McDonagh proposed an addendum t o  th e  p r e v io u s  p ro p o s a l  
t h a t  second l e v e l  s ch o o ls  g e t  f u n d in g  f o r  books.

C l r .  T. O ' B a o i l l  c o n g r a t u l a t e d  th e  Branch L i b r a r i e s  w h ich  too k  p a r t  in  
" C h i l d r e n ' s  Book Week". He asked why a l l  Branch L i b r a r i e s  d id  no t  
p a r t i c i p a t e .  D u i r t  sé go r a i b h  b a i n t  a ig e  l e i s  an dea o b a i r  i  
L e a bh a r la n n  amhain agus an méid o b a i r  a r  son na g a e i l g e  a b h i  ann.
Mr. Sharkey in fo rm e d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  C h i l d r e n ' s  
Book Week was e n t i r e l y  v o l u n t a r y  work ,  o rg a n is e d  by the  l o c a l  L i b r a r i a n s .  
He s a id  t h a t  some o f  th e  Branch L i b r a r i e s  were to o  s m a l l  f o r  any type  o f  
o r g a n is e d  a c t i v i t y .

4. BRANCH LIBRARIES:

Mr. Sharkey in fo rm e d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  t h e  agreement between the  County 
C o u n c i l  and th e  Church o f  I r e l a n d  A u t h o r i t i e s ,  on t a k i n g  over  th e  
Church o f  I r e l a n d  Church in  Loughrea ,  f o r  use as a L i b r a r y ,  was t o  be 
s ig n e d  t h i s  week. A d i s c u s s io n  f o l l o w e d  on whe ther  i t  would be b e t t e r  
t o  use t h e  Courthouse i n  Loughrea as a L i b r a r y ,  Museum, H e r i t a g e  Cen t re ,  
e t c . ,  th a n  t h e  Church, wh ich  would  c o s t  a l o t  o f  money t o  p u t  i n  o r d e r .

Mr. Lusby s a id  t h a t  th e  Department o f  th e  Env i ronm en t  had a l r e a d y  been 
approached by th e  County  C o u n c i l  f o r  f u n d in g .  They were a w a i t i n g  a 
r e p l y  f rom  th e  Depar tm ent .  He c o n s id e re d  t h a t  i t  was w is e r  t o  p ress  
ahead w i t h  th e s e  p la n s .  Mr. Sharkey s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  th e  
E nv i ronm e n t  had agreed t o  an e x te n s io n  t o  th e  Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y .  Th is  
e x t e n s io n  wou ld  be 2 ,500  sq.  f e e t  and would  be b u i l t  by O 'M a l le y s ,  
th e  owners o f  Hynes B u i l d i n g .  Th is  e x t e n s io n ,  w h ich  i t  i s  hoped w i l l  
be s t a r t e d  i n  th e  New Year,  w i l l  i n c o r p o r a t e  a new C h i l d r e n ' s  L i b r a r y .

C l r .  E v e lyn  V a r l e y  proposed t h a t  th e  o l d  Church o f  I r e l a n d  b u i l d i n g  in  
Head fo rd  be a q u i re d  f o r  use as a L i b r a r y .  She s a id  t h a t  w h i l e  the  
pe op le  i n  Headford  a re  p le ased  w i t h  th e  M o b i le  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e ,  the  
t i m e t a b l e  does no t  s u i t  everyone and i t  o n l y  c a l l s  f o r t n i g h t l y .  C l r .  
J a r l a t h  McDonagh sup po r ted  C l r .  V a r l e y ' s  p r o p o s a l .  He re que s ted  t h a t  
th e  m a t t e r  wou ld  be i n v e s t i g a t e d  by th e  County C o u n c i l .

Mr. Tony Leahy re q ue s te d  t h a t  th e  Branch L i b r a r y  i n  Loughrea be p a in te d  
i n t e r n a l l y .

C l r .  M ic h a e l  A. Fahy proposed t h a t  th e  da te  f o r  th e  n e x t  meet ing would 
be Th u rsd ay ,  18 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1993. T h is  was seconded by C l r .  J a r l a t h  
McDonagh and agreed t o  un an im ous ly .
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There was a d i s c u s s io n  on whe ther  th e  two books on B ishop Casey shou ld  
be c i r c u l a t e d  i n  th e  L i b r a r y .  I t  was dec ided  by th e  Committee no t  t o  
impose c e n s o r s h ip  on re a d e rs .

Mr.  Sharkey in fo rm e d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  Conference would  be 
h e ld  i n  J u r y ' s  H o t e l ,  Cork ,  from A p r i l  19 -  23, 1993. D e lega tes  f o r  
t h e  C on fe rence  would  be s e le c te d  a t  th e  n e x t  meet ing  o f  th e  Commit tee.
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: ( 0 9 ] )  62471 County  L i b r a r y  H ea dq u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
G a lway .

9 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1993.

A Chara,

A m e e t ing  o f  t h e  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  th e  
C o u n c i l  Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Tuesday, 16 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1993, a t
4 . 0 0  p . m .

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev io us  M e e t in g .
2. Branch L i b r a r i e s .
3. N om ina t ion  o f  D e leg a te s  t o  a J o i n t

Con ference o f  th e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  
o f  I r e l a n d  and th e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  
(N o r th e rn  I r e l a n d  Branch) i n  J u r y ' s  
H o te l ,  Cork ,  19 th  -  23rd  A p r i l ,  1993 .

4. Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  th e  Committee.
To th e  County  Manager.
To th e  A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To th e  County  S e c r e ta r y .
To th e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M inu tes  o f  th e  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s '  Committee, h e ld  i n  the  C ounc i l  
Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on 16 th  F e b ru a ry ,  1993, a t  4 .00  p.m.

Mr. Pa tsy  G eragh ty .

C l r s .  M ic h a e l  Fahy, P a t r i c k  F innegan,  M ic h a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  
J a r l a t h  McDonagh, Paddy McHugh, John M. Mannion,
M icha e l  M u l l i n s ,  T. O ' B a o i l l ,  K a th le en  Quinn,  Eve lyn 
V a r l e y ,  T ia rn a n  Walsh; Mrs. M a rga re t  Counihan;
Messrs. Frank Donoghue, Joe Donoghue, J u s t i n  F la n n e ry ,  
Pa tsy  G eragh ty ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,  Leo H a l l i s s e y ,
Tony Leahy,  J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l  and P a t r i c k  P e t t i t .

Mr. T. Sharkey ,  County L i b r a r i a n ;  Mr. Tom Coughlan, 
A c t i n g  County  S e c r e t a r y ;  M iss  M. Moran; Messrs . Pe te r  
R a b b i t t  and M a r t i n  K e a t in g ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ,  and 
Miss M. Kavanagh, E x e c u t iv e  L i b r a r i a n .

A p o lo g ie s  were r e c e iv e d  f rom Mrs. K a th le e n  F a l lo n  and 
N o e l le  Hayes.

The Chairman passed a v o te  o f  sympathy w i t h  C l r .  M ich a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  on 
th e  re c e n t  de a th  o f  h i s  m o ther .  Sena tor  J a r l a t h  McDonagh seconded the  
v o te  o f  sympathy. Mr. T. Sharkey a s s o c ia te d  h i m s e l f  w i t h  th e  vo te  on 
b e h a l f  o f  t h e  L i b r a r y  S t a f f .  The Chairman a d jo u rn e d  th e  meet ing  f o r  
f i v e  m in u te s ,  as a mark o f  r e s p e c t .  On re s u m p t io n  th e  Chairman 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  C l r .  J .  McDonagh on be ing  a p p o in te d  a S ena to r .

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m inu tes  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t ing ,  wh ich  has been c i r c u l a t e d ,  were
adopted and s ign ed  on th e  p ro p o s a l  o f  Mr. Frank Donoghue, seconded by 
Mr. Tony Leahy.

Mr. Tony Leahy s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  sen tence i n  th e  m inu tes  under i tem  4
. . . t o  use th e  Courthouse i n  Loughrea" sh o u ld  read  th e  "Town H a l l  i n

L o u g h re a " .

2. BRANCH LIBRARIES:

The County  L i b r a r i a n  in fo rm e d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  th e  Church o f  I r e l a n d
i n  Loughrea ,  had now been handed over  t o  th e  County  C o u n c i l ,  by the
Church o f  I r e l a n d  R e p r e s e n ta t i v e  Body; and t h a t  p la n s  have now t o  be

rawn up, f o r  i t s  use as a L i b r a r y .  W i th  re g a rd  t o  the  C i t y  L i b r a r y
e x t e n s io n  Mr. T. Coughlan t o l d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  work would s t a r t  next
week on th e  e x t e n s io n ,  wh ich  compr ises 2j thousand square f e e t .  In
r e p l y  t o  a q u e s t i o n  from Mr. J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l  on th e  s a f e t y  o f  the
Church i n  Loughrea ,  and in s u ra n c e  on same, he s a id  t h a t  the  b u i l d i n g  i s
i n s u r e d ,  new lo c k s  had been pu t  on th e  doors  and g a te ,  and a window had 
been b a r re d  up.

IN CHAIR: 

PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE: 

APOLOGIES:
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The f o l l o w i n g  t h r e e  d e le g a te s  were nominated as d e le g a te s  t o  t h e  
Annua l  C o n fe re n c e : -  Mr. Pa tsy  G eragh ty  on th e  p ro p o s a l  o f  C l r .  M icha e l  
Fahy, seconded by Mr. Tony Leahy;  C l r s .  T ie rn a n  Walsh and John Mannion 
on t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  Sena to r  J a r l a t h  McDonagh seconded by Mr. F rank 
Donoghue.

3 .  ELECTION OF DELEGATES TO ANNUAL CONFERENCE:

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

I t  was agreed t h a t  th e  n e x t  m e e t ing  would  be h e ld  on Thursday ,  10 th  June. 
Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  re q u e s te d  t h a t  f u r t h e r  funds  be made a v a i l a b l e ,  t o  
supp lem ent  t h e  Department  o f  E d u c a t io n  g r a n t  o f  £13,000 f o r  t h e  Schools  
L i b r a r i e s  S e r v i c e .

Mr. Sharkey s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  s e r v i c e  i n  th e  Branch L i b r a r i e s  would  
s u f f e r  i f  more money were g iv e n  t o  th e  S ch o o ls '  S e r v i c e .  He s a id  t h a t  
t h e  S c h o o ls '  S e r v i c e  was f a r i n g  b a d ly  i n  th e  whole  c o u n t r y .

Mr. H a l l i s s e y  s a id  t h a t  ( i )  a s ta te m e n t  s h o u ld  be fo rw a rd ed  t o  the  
Depar tm ent  o f  E d u c a t io n ,  s a y in g  t h a t  th e  f u n d in g  i s  d e r i s o r y  i n  these  
h a rd  f i n a n c i a l  t im e s  and ( i i )  t h a t  th e  S c h o o ls '  S e rv ic e  i s  on a s l i d e ,  
and t h a t  i t  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  come t o  an end. He s a id  t h a t  even /a  s m a l l  
a l l o c a t i o n  o f  £5 ,000  would  h e lp  t o  b oos t  th e  g r a n t ,  and t h a t ,  speak ing  
as a te a c h e r  i n  Connemara, he f u l l y  a p p r e c ia t e d  th e  School L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e ,  and t h a t  he hoped t h a t  someth ing c o u ld  be done t o  s to p  the  
s l i d e ,  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .

Mr. Sharkey s t a t e d  t h a t  he had a l r e a d y  w r i t t e n  t o  th e  Department o f  
E d u c a t io n ,  on t h i s  m a t t e r .

The Chairman proposed t h a t  th e  Committee sho u ld  ask the  County  C ou n c i l  
t o  w r i t e  t o  th e  Department o f  E d u c a t io n  f o r  an a l l o c a t i o n  and t o  ask 
t h e  County  C o u n c i l  t o  h e lp  o u t  th e  a l lo w a n c e  i n  n e x t  yea rs  e s t im a te s ,  
as t h i s  ye a rs  e s t im a te s  had a l r e a d y  been ag reed .  T h is  p r o p o s a l  was 
ag reed  t o  by th e  m e e t in g .
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: ( 0 9 ] )  62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
Galway.

2nd June, 1993.

A Chara,

A m e e t ing  o f  t h e  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Committee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  th e  
C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Thursday ,  10 th  June, 1993, a t
4 .0 0  p.m.

M is e ,  l e  meas,

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev io u s  M e e t in g .

2. S t a t i s t i c a l  Repor t  1992.

3. Any o t h e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  th e  Committee.
To t h e  County  Manager.
To th e  A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To t h e  County  S e c re ta r y .
To th e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.

389

M inu te s  o f  t h e  Galway County L i b r a r i e s '  Commit tee ,  h e ld  i n  th e  C o u n c i l  
Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Thursday ,  10 th  June, 1993, a t  4 .0 0  p.m.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

IN CHAIR 

PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGIES :

Mr. Frank Donoghue, V ice -C ha i rm a n .

C l r s .  M ic h a e l  Fahy, P a t r i c k  F innegan, M ic h a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  
M at t*Loughnane ,  Paddy McHugh, John M. Mannion, T. O ' B a o i l l ,  
K a th le en  Quinn,  Eve lyn  V a r l e y ,  T ia rn a n  Walsh;
Messrs.  Frank Donoghue, J u s t i n  F la n n e ry ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,  _ 
Leo H a l l i s s e y ,  Tony Leahy,  J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,  
Mrs. M a rga re t  Counihan,  Maureen Egan, N o e l le  Hayes;
Ms. K a th le e n  F a l l o n  and Very  Rev. L. A. Canon F o r r e s t .

Mr. T. Sharkey ,  County  L i b r a r i a n ;  Mr. Tom Coughlan,
A c t i n g  Co. S e c r e t a r y ;  Miss Maureen Moran and Mr. Pe te r  
R a b b i t t ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ,  and Miss Mary Kavanagh, 
E x e c u t iv e  L i b r a r i a n .

A p o lo g ie s  were r e c e iv e d  f rom Mr. Pa tsy  G eragh ty ,
Chairman, and Mr. Paudge K e n n e l l y .

1. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING:

On th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  C l r .  John Mannion, seconded by C l r .  M ich a e l  Fahy, 
t h e  m inu tes  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  meet ing  were adopted and s ig n e d .  A r i s i n g  
f rom  th e  m in u tes  Mr. Tony Leahy re q u e s ted  i n f o r m a t i o n  on th e  p rog ress  
o f  t h e  p la n s  f o r  the  proposed new L i b r a r y  a t  Loughrea. Mr. T Coughlan 
in fo rm e d  th e  meet ing  t h a t  th e  C o u n c i l  i s  now ready t o  subm i t  th e  f i r s t  
s ta g e  o f  th e  p la n s ,  t o  th e  Department o f  th e  E nv i ronm ent .

2. STATISTICAL REPORT 1992:

A copy o f  t h e  S t a t i s t i c a l  R epor t  had been c i r c u l a t e d  t o  members.
Mr T Sharkey gave a summary o f  th e  S t a t i s t i c a l  R e p o r t .  He s a id  t h a t  
o v e r a l l  t h e  t o t a l  number o f  books and tapes  issued  i n  1992 i n  County 
Branches showed an in c re a s e  o f  5 ,075 ;  t h e r e  was an in c re a s e  i n  e leven  
Branches and a decrease i n  e le v e n .  The M o b i le  L i b r a r y  a l s o  showed an 
i n c r e a s e .  Galway C i t y  Branch had an in c re a s e  o f  10,144 in  1992 There 
was an i n c r e a s e  in  th e  number o f  a ud io  tapes  issued  in  1992. Adul  
membership showed an in c re a s e  o f  171 in  t o t a l ,  bu t  o v e r a l l  t h e r e  was a 
dec rea se  i n  membership o f  1 ,046 .  Very Rev. Canon F o r r e s t  remarked t h a t  
th e  C i t y  L i b r a r y  showed a decrease o f  1,158 in  a d u l t  members and aske 
i f  t h e  County  L i b r a r i a n  c o u ld  comment on th e  reason f o r  i t .  On reques t  
f rom  th e  County  L i b r a r i a n ,  Miss Moran -  in  charge o f  th e  C i t y  L i b r a r y  
t o l d  th e  m e e t ing  t h a t  t h e r e  was i n s u f f i c i e n t  s to c k  to  c a t e r  f o r  a d u l t  
r e a d e r s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  f i c t i o n  books. She s a id  t h a t  a good book 
s t o c k  was th e  g r e a t e s t  f a c t o r  i n  a t t r a c t i n g  peop le  to  th e  L i b r a r y .

Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  s a id  t h a t  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  were a la rm in g  and t h a t  he 
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  the  h ig h  membership fee was r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s .  He 
asked i f  t h e r e  was a p la n  t o  de a l  w i t h  t h i s  decrease.
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Mr. Sharkey  s t a t e d  t h a t  th e  book fund was in a d e q u a te .  I t  c o n s i s t e d  o f  
£ 50 ,000  p lu s  r e c e i p t s  from Branch L i b r a r i e s ,  g i v i n g  a t o t a l  o f  app rox .  
£ 8 0 ,0 0 0 .  The Department o f  E d u c a t io n  c o n t r i b u t e d  an ina deq ua te  sum o f  
£13,279 (1992) f o r  books i n  S c h oo ls ;  t h e  book fund  was £150,000 a few 
y e a rs  ago. Mr. H a l l i s s e y  s a id  t h a t  t h e  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  was a v e r y  
v a l u a b l e  s e r v i c e ,  bu t  t h a t  t h e r e  sh o u ld  be a campaign t o  up grade  th e  
s e r v i c e .

There was a g e n e ra l  d i s c u s s io n  on methods o f  a t t r a c t i n g  more p eop le  t o  
use th e  L i b r a r y .  Canon F o r r e s t  sugges ted  t h a t  th e  £10 membership fee  
s h o u ld  be reduced i n  o r d e r  t o  t r y  and in c re a s e  membership.

Mr.  Coughlan t o l d  th e  m eet ing  t h a t  th e  economics o f  th e  m a t te r  would  
be examined i n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  th e  s t a t i s t i c s ,  bu t  t h a t  charges were a 
m a n a g e r ia l  m a t t e r .

Mr. H a l l i s s e y  suggested th e  bones o f  a p la n  t o  in c re a s e  m em bersh ip : -

(a )  Reduce th e  fe e s .
(b )  P u b l i c i t y  f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ,
(c )  and a p la n  t o  s to p  th e  s l i d e  i n  th e  s e r v i c e .

He s a id  t h a t  th e  l o c a l  newspapers gave v e r y  l i t t l e  p u b l i c i t y  t o  the  
s e r v i c e .  C l r .  M a t t  Loughnane s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  c l e a r  o p in io n  o f  th e  
m e e t in g  was t h a t  t h e r e  was a d e c l i n e  i n  th e  s e r v i c e .  He suggested 
t h a t  more money be made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  c a s s e t t e s  and v id e o s .  He s a id
t h a t  L i b r a r i e s  a re  now i n  c o m p e t i t i o n  w i t h  v id e o  o u t l e t s .  He c o n s ide re d
t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  shou ld  be addressed on a n a t io n w id e  b a s i s .  v

C l r .  M ic h a e l  F i n n e r t y  s a id  t h a t  he c o n s id e re d  t h a t  £3 .611 as th e  c o s t  
p e r  head o f  p o p u la t i o n  f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  S e rv i c e ,  was v e r y  s m a l l  and he 
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  £10 per  annum f o r  th e  s e r v i c e  t o  th e  p u b l i c  was v e ry  
good v a lu e .

Mr. Coughlan suggested t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  be s o ld  to  th e  media as 
a p o s i t i v e  r a t h e r  than  a n e g a t i v e  v ie w .

C l r .  Paddy McHugh s a id  t h a t  a sub com m it tee  o f  th e  L i b r a r y  Committee
has been s e t  up a t  a p r e v io u s  m e e t ing  t o  market  th e  s e r v i c e  t o  the  
m ed ia .  He s a id  t h a t  th e  sub com mit tee  was w i l l i n g  t o  go ahead even 
thoug h  no t r a v e l l i n g  expenses were a v a i l a b l e .

C l r .  Pat  F innegan s a id  t h a t  no one had been a p p o in te d  t o  convene th e  
f i r s t  m e e t in g .

C l r .  M. Loughnane suggested t h a t  Mr. Declan V a r le y  o f  "The Tuam H era ld "
be a p p o in te d  as a Press O f f i c e r ,  i f  he i s  p repa red  t o  a c t  as such. He
s a id  t h a t  Galway Bay F.M. had a g r e a t  im pac t  on th e  young p e o p le ;  a 
p o s i t i v e  r e p o r t  on L i b r a r y  Commit tee M eet ings  would  be v e ry  w o r t h w h i l e .

Mr. Coughlan in fo rm e d  th e  M eet ing  t h a t  th e  Commit tee does n o t  have the  
power t o  form a Sub-Commit tee t o  do what was proposed by th e  L i b r a r y  
Comm it tee ,  bu t  as p r e v i o u s l y  s t a t e d ,  i f  a number o f  peop le  w ish  t o  meet 
i n f o r m a l l y  t o  d is c u s s  th e  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e ,  th e y  may do so. Expenses
wou ld  n o t  be p a id ,  and the  g roup would  be a c t i n g  as a group o f
i n d i v i d u a l s .  I f  such a meet ing  were t o  be h e ld ,  i t  would be necessary  
f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  t o  a r range  a t im e  and venue as the  meet ing  would
n o t  be o r g a n is e d  by th e  C o u n c i l .
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A f t e r  t h e  m ee t ing  the  f o l l o w i n g  com m it tee  members agreed t o  meet i n  
th e  County  L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  I s l a n d  House, on F r i d a y ,  J u l y  1 6 : — 
C l r s .  Pat  F innegan ,  M ic h a e l  F i n n e r t y ,  K a th le e n  Quinn,  Paddy McHugh, 
T. O ' B a o i l l ;  Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  and Mrs. Maureen Egan. Mr. Declan 
V a r l e y  o f  "The Tuam H e ra ld "  was a l s o  i n v i t e d  t o  a t t e n d .
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H ea dq u a r te rs ,

I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
Ga lway .

28 th  O c to b e r ,  1993.

A Chara,

The Annua l  Genera l  M e e t ing  o f  the  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s  Committee 
w i l l  be h e ld  i n  th e  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Tuesday, 
9 th  November, 1993, a t  4 .00  p.m.

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev io us  M e e t in g .
2. E l e c t i o n  o f  Chairman and V ice  Chairman.
3. E s t im a te s  1994.
4. Any o t h e r  bu s in e s s .

To each member o f  th e  Commit tee.
To th e  County  Manager.
To t h e  A s s i s t a n t  County  Manager.
To th e  County  S e c r e ta r y .
To t h e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

, ponpral Meetinq o f  the Galway County Libraries
Committee^ Cha«b2r.  County Buildings, on Tuesday,
9 th  November, 1993, at 4 .00  p.m.

IN CHAIR: 
PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGY :

Patsy G eragh ty ,  Chairman.Mr
C l r s  M ichae l  Fahy, P a t r i c k  F innegan, M icha e l  F i n n e r t y ,

^ riatÍ S u l U n f ' / 1 ' L ”i ^ i i a ? n L MWa^hr°n'
£ « »  Paudge K e n n e l l y , Frank Donoghue Joe Donoghue, 
p, t , v  G eraqh ty ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,  Leo H a l l i s s e y ,
T ^ h n  F r a n c i s  K in g ,  J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ;
Mrs. M arga re t  Counihan,  Maureen Egan and Very  Rev. L. 
Canon F o r r e s t .

Mr. T. Sharkey,  County L i b r a r i a n ;  Miss Maureen Moran, 
Messrs P e te r  R a b b i t t  and M a r t i n  K e a t i n g , ^ A s s i s ta n t  
L i b r a r i a n s  and Miss Mary Kavanagh, E x e c u t iv e  L i b r a r i a n

A.

An apo logy  was r e c e iv e d  f rom Mrs. K a th le en  F a l l o n .

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m in u te s  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g ,  t h e Cp r o p o s a l0o f '̂ l r ^ M i c h a e l  Fahy,
members, were adopted and s ig n e d ,  on th e  p r o p o s a i
seconded by Mr. Frank Donoghue.

. rha i rman thanked  Mr. Frank Donoghue, the
A r i s i n g  f rom th e  m inu tes  th e  ^ h a i  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .  He a l s o
V ic e  Cha irman,  f o r  a c t i n g  as Chairman a t  th e  Prev com m it tee  f o r
th a n ke d  Mr. Sharkey and th e  L i b r a r y  S t a f f ,  as we 1 as th e  Co ^  ^
making h i s  ye a r  as Chairman an easy ^ f pub^ Sae x p e n d i t u r e , th e  

Commit tee  s e e m ^ t o ^ e  g e t t i n g  n o -he re  He hoped t h a t  i f  - n e ^ c o u l d

s e r v i c e * i n ^ t h e ° f u t u r e . H e ^ o m p l  i  merited t h e  B a l l  inas  1 oe L i b r a r y  S t a f f
on i t s  very successful Children's Book F e s t i v a l .

2 . ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMANj_

Mr. F rank  Donoghue was unan im ous ly  cir? M icha e l  Fahy
C l r .  J a r l a t h  ^ D° ^ 4 dSv i c e  Chairman on th e  p ro p o s a l  o f  Mr. J u s t i n  
was unanimou y o ' B a o i l l  The newly  e le c t e d  Chairman,
M i t c h e l l ,  seconded by C l r . 'T.. 0 B a d  i l .  r e c f  w i t h  the  r e marks o f  the
Mr. F r a n k  Donoghue, ^  ^ ef M s ' p ro p o s e r  and seconder and a l l  the  
c o m m i t te e  members! C l r .  M Fahy c o n g r a t u l a t e d  i n - c o m i n g  Chairman,

Cha irm an^on  î ^ s  ^ ^ " n g T o ^ t i n g .  i n  the  year  and w ished 
him e v e r y  success .
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2

A copy o f  t h e  1994 e s t im a te s  had been c i r c u l a t e d  t o  th e  members.
Mr. Sharkey  gave a b r i e f  summary. He s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e r e  was a s l i g h t  
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  a l l .  The amount o f  money f o r  books, a u d io  v i s u a l s  and
p e r i o d i c a l s  w i l l  remain th e  same as i n  1993 -  £50,000 p lu s  th e  amount
c o l l e c t e d  i n  f e e s ,  f i n e s ,  e t c . ,  p lu s  th e  Department o f  E d u c a t io n  g r a n t  
o f  £ 1 4 ,0 0 0 .  The amount shown f o r  r e n t  and main tenance f o r  County
H e a d q u a r te rs  and Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y  showed an in c re a s e  o f  £22 ,120
due t o  t h e  r e n t  on new e x te n s io n  a t  t h e  C i t y  L i b r a r y .  The amount 
a l l o c a t e d  f o r  r e n o v a t io n s  and improvements shows a dec rease  o f  £1 ,000 .

A g e n e r a l  d i s c u s s io n  f o l l o w e d ,  on th e  payment o f  such h ig h  r e n t a l s  
f o r  L i b r a r y  p re m is e s .  Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  commented on t h e  fee s  and 
asked were t h e  charges re a s o n a b le .  He p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e r e  was a 
d ro p  o f  1 ,100  b o r row e rs  a t  t h e  C i t y  L i b r a r y  i n  1992. He compared 
t h e s e  f i g u r e s  w i t h  p la ces  l i k e  th e  M o b i le  L i b r a r y  where t h e r e  was no 
d ro p  i n  membership, bu t  t h e r e  was a low e r  f e e .  He proposed t h a t  th e  
membership fee  be reduced t o  £6. T h is  p r o p o s a l  was seconded by 
C l r .  M ic h a e l  M u l l i n s .  The l a t t e r  s a id  t h a t  i f  th e  reduced membership 
fe e  were a d v e r t i s e d  and a good p u b l i c  r e l a t i o n s  jo b  done on th e  L i b r a r y  
s e r v i c e  th e  amount o f  money taken  i n ,  i n  f e e s ,  would  i n c r e a s e  i n  th e  
lo n g  te r m .  He s a id  t h a t  the  L i b r a r y  s e r v i c e  had se rved  t h i s  County 
w e l l .  Canon F o r r e s t  s a id  t h a t  w i t h  th e  in c re a s e d  f a c i l i t y  i n  the  new 
a d d i t i o n  a t  t h e  C i t y  L i b r a r y ,  and an o f f e r  o f  a d i s c o u n t  f o r  e a r l y  
membersh ip ,  i t  m igh t  in c re a s e  th e  membership. C l r .  G e ragh ty  s a id  t h a t  
t h e  membership fees  were a m a na g e r ia l  m a t t e r .  He c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  £10 
was n o t  v e r y  much as peop le  spent  £10 a week on h i r i n g  o u t  v id e o s .  By 
r e d u c in g  t h e  fe e  i t  was t a k i n g  a chance on re d u c in g  th e  amount a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  books .  He c o n s id e re d  t h a t  the  re a d in g  p o p u l a t i o n  was reduced by 
o t h e r  f a c t o r s  and not by th e  in c re a s e  in  fe e s .

Mrs.  Maureen Egan s a id  t h a t  a number o f  p e o p le  were exempt from p a y in g  
f e e s .  She sugges ted  t h a t  a f l a t  r a t e  o f  £2 a c ross  th e  board be cha rged .  
She s a id  t h a t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  was no p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t y  a t  the  C i t y  
L i b r a r y  was a c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r  t o  l o s s  o f  membership. She s a id  t h a t  
an enormous amount o f  money was spent  each yea r  on r e n t  and asked i f  a 
s i t e  f o r  a pu rpose  b u i l t  L i b r a r y  c o u ld  be found .

C l r .  T. Walsh s a id  t h a t  t h e r e  was l o g i c  on bo th  s id e s  o f  th e  argument.

C l r .  McHugh s a id  t h a t  th e  p rom o t io n  o f  t h e  s e r v i c e  was ne cessa ry .  He 
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  £10 p .a .  was not  e x c e s s iv e ,  w i t h  a cha rge  o f  £2 f o r  th e  
u nem p loyed .

Mr. Joe Donoghue s a id  t h a t  by t a x i n g  r e a d in g ,  peop le  were no t  encouraged 
t o  re a d .  He s a id  t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  i s  a s a n c tu a r y  f o r  r e a d in g .  He 
c o n s id e r e d  t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  sho u ld  no t  be a f a c i l i t y  f o r  s t u d y in g ,  as 
s t u d e n t s  appear t o  use th e  L i b r a r y  f o r  o t h e r  purposes than  s tu d y in g .
He sug ges ted  a fee  a t  a f l a t  r a t e  o f  £3.

Canon F o r r e s t  asked i f  t h e r e  had been a response  from th e  C o u n c i l  on
Mr. H a l l i s s e y ' s  re q u e s t  a t  th e  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .

C l r .  F innegan  asked f o r  a break down, by th e  s t a f f ,  on i n f o r m a t i o n  re  
numbers p a y in g  £10 fe e ,  f o r  th e  nex t  m e e t in g .

3 .  ESTIM A TE S 1 9 9 4 :
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C l r .  G e ragh ty  proposed " t h a t  fees  be l e f t  as th e y  a r e " .  C l r .  M ic h a e l  
F i n n e r t y  seconded t h i s .  A f t e r  a p r o lo n g e d  d i s c u s s io n  a v o te  was 
ta k e n  on th e  two p r o p o s a ls .  On th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  a reduced f l a t  fee  
a c ro s s  t h e  bo a rd :  f o u r  v o te d  f o r .  On th e  p o rp o s a l  t o  le a ve  th e  fees  
as t h e y  a r e :  seven vo te d  f o r .  I t  was recommended t h a t  th e  fees  be 
l e f t  as t h e y  a re .

4. ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr.  Sharkey  in fo rm e d  th e  m eet ing  t h a t  t h e  Annual  Con ference  o f  th e  
L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w i l l  be h e ld  i n  E n n i s k i l l e n  from 19 th  t o  22nd 
A p r i l ,  1994.

The Chairman in fo rm e d  th e  Commit tee t h a t  th e  n e x t  m eet ing  would  be on 
Tuesday,  8 th  March, 1994, a t  4 .00  p.m.
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,

I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
Ga lway .

22nd F e b ru a ry ,  1994.

A Chara,

A m e e t in g  o f  the  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  
the  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Tuesday, 8 th  March,  1994, 
at  4 . 0 0  p . m .

LEABHÄRLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev ious  M e e t in g .

2. Branch L i b r a r i e s .

3. N om ina t ion  o f  D e lega tes  to  a J o i n t  
Conference o f  the L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
o f  I r e l a n d  and the L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  
(N o r th e rn  I r e l a n d  Branch) i n  the 
K i l l y h e v l i n  H o t e l ,  E n n i s k i l l e n ,
19 th  -  22nd A p r i l ,  1994.

4. Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  the Committee.
To the County Manager.
To the  A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To the County  S e c r e ta r y .
To the  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M inu tes  o f  t h e  Galway County  L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee h e ld  i n  th e  C o u n c i l  
Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on .Tuesday, 8 th  March, 1994, a t  4 .00  p.m.

IN CHAIR:

PRESENT:

Mr. F. Donoghue.

C l r s .  M ichae l  Fahy, M icha e l  F i n n e r t y ,  M a t t  Loughnane, 
Paddy McHugh, John M. Mannion,  M ich a e l  M u l l i n s ,
T. O ' B a o i l l ,  K a th le e n  Quinn, Eve lyn  V a r le y ,
T ia rn a n  Walsh; Messrs .  Paudge K e n n e l l y ,  Frank Donoghue, 
J u s t i n  F la n n e ry ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,  Leo H a l l i s s e y ,  Tony 
Leahy, J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,  M aur ice  Whelan 
and Mrs. M a rga re t  Counihan.

IN ATTENDANCE Mr. T. Sharkey ,  County  L i b r a r i a n ;  Miss Maureen Moran, 
Messrs .  M a r t i n  K e a t in g  and P e te r  R a b b i t t ,  A s s i s t a n t  
L i b r a r i a n s .

APOLOGIES : Very Rev. L. A. Canon F o r r e s t .

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m inu tes  o f  t h e  p r e v io u s  m e e t ing ,  9 th  November, 1993, wh ich were 
c i r c u l a t e d  t o  members were adopted on th e  p r o p o s a l  o f  C l r .  M. Fahy 
and seconded by C l r .  J .  Mannion.

2. BRANCH LIBRARIES:

The County  L i b r a r i a n ,  Mr. Sharkey,  t o l d  members t h a t  work was c o n t i n u in g  
on th e  e x te n s io n  t o  th e  Galway C i t y  Branch L i b r a r y  and t h a t  he was 
a w a i t i n g  f u r t h e r  deve lopment on th e  proposed new L i b r a r y  f o r  Loughrea.

Mr. Sharkey s a id  t h a t  the  D i r e c t o r  o f  An Chomha ir le  Leabhar lanna ,
Mrs.  Norma McDermott ,  had v i s i t e d  Galway and Loughrea and he was h o p e fu l  
t h a t  a f a v o u r a b le  d e c i s i o n  would be r e c e iv e d  t o  proceed w i t h  Galway C i t y  
and Loughrea p r o j e c t s .  The County  L i b r a r i a n  hoped t h a t  a g r a n t  would be 
approved f o r  f u r n i s h i n g s  and new books f o r  th e  Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y  and 
s a id  th e  ne x t  m e e t ing  o f  An C hom ha ir le  Leabhar lanna  was schedu led f o r  
A p r i 1.

Mr. L. H a l l i s s e y  asked about  th e  r o l e  o f  An C hom ha ir le  Leabhar lanna .
Mr. Sharkey e x p la in e d  t h a t  L i b r a r y  A u t h o r i t i e s  seek ap prova l  f o r  
v a r i o u s  p r o j e c t s  th ro u g h  An C hom ha ir le  Leabhar lanna  and i t  makes 
recommendat ions t o  th e  Department o f  th e  Env ironment  who then g r a n t  
a i d  th e  p r o j e c t s .

C l r .  M. Loughnane asked th e  County  L i b r a r i a n  abou t  th e  proposed Loughrea 
L i b r a r y  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  what p r o p e r t y  th e  C o u n c i l  had a c q u i re d .
C l r .  Loughnane wanted t o  know i f  ca r  p a rk in g  spaces would be p ro v id e d  
f o r  L i b r a r y  use rs  and re ques ted  th e  County L i b r a r i a n  t o  w r i t e  t o  him 
on th e  m a t t e r .  Mr. Sharkey s a id  t h a t  no p la n s  had been p repa red  f o r  
th e  Loughrea L i b r a r y  bu t  u n d e r too k  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the  car  p a rk in g  
f a c i 1i t i e s .

The County L i b r a r i a n  t o l d  Mr. J .  M i t c h e l l  t h a t  a g r a n t  f o r  Loughrea 
would  cove r  a l l  deve lopments  on th e  L i b r a r y  p r o j e c t .
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