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C l r .  P. K e n n e l l y  proposed t o  the  meet ing  t h a t  a p la q ue  be p la ce d  a t  
Roundstone L i b r a r y  t o  acknowledge th e  work o f  Kate O 'B r ie n  who r e s id e d  
f o r  many yea rs  i n  Roundstone. The p r o p o s a l  was seconded by C l r .  Mannion 
and a f t e r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  th e  m eet ing  dec ided  t o  recommend t h a t  a 
p laque  be e r e c te d  i n  th e  L i b r a r y  r a t h e r  than  on her  fo rm er  d w e l l i n g  
house i n  Roundstone.

C l r .  P. McHugh asked th e  County L i b r a r i a n  i f  he had d i s c u s s io n s  w i t h  
th e  County Manager on p u b l i c i t y  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  Galway County L i b r a r y  
S e r v i c e .  C l r .  McHugh s a id  t h a t  he had r a i s e d  th e  m a t te r  a t  a C o u n c i l  
M ee t ing  and was t o l d  t h a t  th e  County  Manager would  c o n ta c t  the  County 
L i b r a r i a n .  Mr. Sharkey s a id  he had no t  d is c u s s e d  i t  w i t h  th e  County 
Manager. The Chairman thanked C l r .  McHugh and o t h e r  C o u n c i l l o r s  f o r  
a s k in g  q u e s t io n s  r e l a t i n g  t o  the  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  
an in c re a s e  in  th e  book fund a t  C o u n c i l  M e e t in g s .

C l r .  J .  Mannion asked th e  County L i b r a r i a n  i f  he had any breakdown o f  
f i g u r e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  th e  a d u l t  re a d e rs  i n  th e  L i b r a r y .  Mr. Sharkey 
the n  gave a breakdown o f  f i g u r e s  he had a v a i l a b l e  abou t  th e  1993 a d u l t  
membership f o r  th e  Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y  and o th e r  Branches.

£10 £6 {j y r )  £2 £1 O t h e r OAP T o t a l

G a l w a y  C i t y 653 265 2,034 55 1,033 4 ,040

B r a n c h e s  a n d  
M o b i l e 703 290 1,448 18 8 21 1 , 349 3,999

T o t a l 1,356 555 3,482 243 21 2,382 8,039

T h e  t o t a l  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  w a s  £ 2 4 ,2 0 2 .0 0 .

3 SELECTIO N OF DELEGATES FOR ANNUAL CONFERENCE I N  ENNISKILLE N
18 th  -  22nd A p r i l :

The County  L i b r a r i a n  t o l d  the  m eet ing  t h a t  t h r e e  d e le g a te s  were r e q u i r e d .  
C l r .  T. Walsh proposed Mr. F. Donoghue and C l r .  J .  Mannion. These 
p r o p o s a ls  were seconded by Mr. J .  M i t c h e l l .  C l r .  M. Fahy proposed 
C l r .  P. McHugh and was seconded by Mr. J .  M i t c h e l l .  Mr. P. P e t t i t  
proposed C l r .  K. Quinn and t h i s  was seconded by Mr. J .  M i t c h e l l .

A f t e r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s io n  C l r .  K. Quinn agreed t o  w i th d ra w  her name 
from th e  n o m in a t io n s  and was thanked by th e  Chairman. The meeting 
then  agreed un an im ous ly  t h a t  th e  t h r e e  d e le g a te s  were Mr. F. Donoghue, 
C l r .  J .  Mannion and C lr .  P. McHugh. The meet ing  a l s o  agreed t h a t  
C l r .  K. Quinn wou ld  be an a l t e r n a t i v e  d e le g a te  in  th e  event  o f  any one 
o f  th e  d e le g a te s  be ing  unab le  t o  a t t e n d  th e  Con ference .
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4 . ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

The Cha irman,  C l r .  Fahy, and th e  o th e r  members o f  t h e  Committee 
c o n g r a t u l a t e d  C l r .  J .  Mannion on becoming t h e  f i r s t  Chairman o f  the  
New R e g io n a l  A u t h o r i t y .

Mr. Whelan asked th e  County  L i b r a r i a n  i f  any L o t t o  Funds were a v a i l a b l e  
f o r  th e  book fu n d .  He s a id  t h a t  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  was needed and urged 
a l l  members o f  th e  Commit tee t o  use t h e i r  i n f l u e n c e  t o  ge t  L o t t o  Funds
f o r  th e  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  and in  p a r t i c u l a r  t h e  book fu n d .  Mr. Sharkey
t o l d  th e  m e e t ing  t h a t  th e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  had sought 
f u n d in g  f rom th e  Department o f  th e  E n v i ro nm e n t .  Mr. Sharkey t o l d  the  
m eet ing  t h a t  one m i l l i o n  pounds from L o t t e r y  Funds was g ive n  t o  L i b r a r y  
A u t h o r i t i e s  a few yea rs  ago f o r  th e  Schoo ls  L i b r a r y  S e rv i c e .  Mr. P. 
R a b b i t t ,  who i s  a member o f  the  E x e c u t i v e  Board o f  th e  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d ,  t o l d  th e  m ee t ing  t h a t  t h e  A s s o c ia t i o n  had made 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  t o  th e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  th e  E nvr ionm ent  f o r  fu n d in g  to  
r e p l e n i s h  d e p le te d  book s to cks  and a number o f  m o t ions  were passed 
a t  a r e c e n t  Annual Genera l Meet ing  o f  th e  L i b r a r y  A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  
seek ing  L o t t e r y  Funds.

The County  L i b r a r i a n  in fo rm e d  members t h a t  new g u i d e l i n e s  were in f o r c e  
in  r e l a t i o n  t o  m eet ings  o f  the  L i b r a r i e s  Committee and urged a l l  members 
t o  s ig n  t h e  A t ten dance  Book.

The m e e t in g  d e c ided  t h a t  th e  nex t  m e e t ing  wou ld  be h e ld  on Tuesday,
28 th  June,  1994 and a t  a new t im e  o f  4 .3 0  p.m.
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091)  62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d ra l  Square,
G a lw ay .

20 th  June, 1994.

A Chara,

A m ee t ing  o f  the Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Committee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  
the  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Tuesday, 28 th  June, 1994, 
a t  4 .00  p.m.

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev ious  M e e t in g .

2. S t a t i s t i c a l  Report 1993.

3. Branch L i b r a r i e s .

4. Any o t h e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  the Committee.
To the  County  Manager.
To the A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To the  County  S e c r e ta r y .
To th e  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  n e w s p a p e rs . *

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M inu tes  o f  the  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Committee h e ld  in  - i
Chamber, County  B u i ld in g s  on Tuesday, 28th June,  1994, a t  4 00 p m

IN CHAIR : Mr. F. Donoghue.

PRESENT: Fahy> P a t r i c k  F in negan ,  J a r l a t h  McDonaph 
Paddy McHugh, John M. Mannnion, K a th leen  Quinn ’
Z t  r  £ e y , J r Larnan * a l s h; M essrs .  Frank DoAoghue 
Joe Donoghue Paddy G re a l i s h ,  Leo H a l l i s s e y ,  8 ’
Pauage K e n n e l l y , Tony Leahy, J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,
P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ; Mrs. .Margaret Counihan,  M rs . Maureen 
Egan and Ms. K a th le e n  F a l lo n .  een

I N ATTENDANCE: Mr. T. Sharkey ,  County L i b r a r i a n ;  Miss M. Moran
Messrs. M. K e a t in g  and P. R a b b i t t ,  A s s is ta n t  L i b r a r i a n s .

APOLOGIES :
" « y  RevHT SÁ .MCanon'Fo;restKÍn§ ’ ^  and

Befo re  tne m e e t ing  began C l r .  T. Walsh proposed a vo te  o f  symnathv m  

vas ^ f o r m e r  Member ^  ■

o f e the s t a f f . ^  eXtended sympathy ‘ to  the

1. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g  w e r e  a d o p t e d  on t h e  D r o p o s a l  o f
C l r .  J .  Mannion,  s e c o n d e d  by Mr.  J .  M i t c h e l l

Sen. J .  McDonagh extended h i s  c o n s r a f ’ ^ t i n n q  t-n r « ,  «. T -u
Mr. Tom Sharkey ,  who was r e t i r i n g ° i n  ’ ” l v  1QQA q M Í  ? r i a n ’
Mr. Sharkey f o r  h i s  enormous c o n f r i S u í I o n  t o 'the G a î w a fc o u n fv  
S e rv i c e .  O the r  members o f  the  Commit taa o f f e r e d  i - h p i /h e s t -  ■ u a ry  
Mr. Sharkey and those who spoke in c lu d e d  C l r  K Oui™ M r  " t * 3 mS t0
thar t  ther : Ínnegan  and C l r - M Fah^ '  The Cha irman, Dono»hue " s a i d " 100"

C ^ t ^ b r « ! an S c n s LCU?5en?

t o hG Í Íw ay f  ^  f ° ™ a l l y  thanked Mr. S h a r p y  f o r  h l T s « v i ce "

s e n t im e n ts  h' ^ u Y ’ thanked the members f o r  t h e i r
Committee and s f a f f  fn  ?{! “ d he pa id  t r i b u t e  to  the L i b r a r i e s  
Countv L i b r a r i a n  “  C° - ° P e r a t i o n  th r o u g h o u t  h is  years  as

2. STATISTICAL REPORT 1993:

at

He no ted
o T 1? ^ b r a r i a n  drew the  a t t e n t i o n  o f  members to  h i *  comments 

was £ 1 6 3 , 8 6 ia i n  i n ^ o f ^ h e  County ̂ “ r a r i  b° ° kf lnd -

5ir!Sii,i„;ÜCh“d "r '"‘” 5»“» *'« "««d th.f SiS,w ou ld  have got more i f  the bookfunds f o r  the o -ev ions  f i v p  
yea rs  „ e r e  h i g h e r .  Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  in formed t h ^ m e e U n g  t h ^ t  theGalw
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S t a t i s t i c a l  R ep o r t  b e fo r e  the Commit tee meant th a t  th e y  were p r e s id in g  
over a s l i d i n g  s e r v i c e .  Something had to  be done to  r e d r e s s  the s e r io u s  
s i t u a t i o n  he added. Mr. H a l l i s s e y  n o te d  t h a t  s m a l le r  c o u n t i e s  than 
Galway go t  a l a r g e r  a l l o c a t i o n  from th e  £2 m i l l i o n  because they  had 
h ig h e r  book funds  than  Galway. The Cha irman,  Mr. F. Donoghue, agreed 
th a t  som eth ing  had to  be done to  im prove  the  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  He 
added t h a t  a l a r g e r  bo ok fund  was u r g e n t l y  r e q u i r e d .  C l r .  J .  M i t c h e l l  
thought  t h a t  a p r e s s u re  group was needed to  get  i n c re a s e d  fu n d in g  f o r  
the L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  Mr. Sharkey s a id  t h a t  the p re s e n t  bookfund°was 
dec ided by the  F inance  O f f i c e r  and i t  was £50,000 p lu s  about  another 
£33,000 take n  i n  r e c e i p t s .

The Chairman no te d  the s e r io u s  d e c l i n e  i n  the Schools bo o ks to ck  from 
101,128 i n  1986 to  85 ,437 i n  1993. Mr.  Leo H a l l i s s e y  p o in t e d  out t h a t  
the Department o f  E d u c a t io n  p ro v id e d  a g r a n t  o f  £14,000 wh ich  was ve ry  
s m a l l .  He n o ted  t h a t  th e  M i n i s t e r  f o r  E duca t ion  had exp ressed  an 
i n t e r e s t  i n  re m e d ia l  r e a d in g  bu t  the  L i b r a r y  was unab le  to  purchase 
rem ed ia l  books ou t  o f  i t s  sm a l l  g r a n t .  Mr. H a l l i s s e y  suggested  tha t  
the Commit tee w r i t e  to  the  M i n i s t e r  f o r  Educa t ion  s e e k in g  s p e c ia l  funds 
f o r  r e m e d ia l  r e a d in g  m a t e r i a l s  and an i n c r e a s e  i n  the Schoo ls  L ib r a r y  
g r a n t .

C l r .  J .  M i t c h e l l  asked abou t  L i b r a r y  g r a n t s  to V.E.C. s c h o o ls .  Mr. M. 
K ea t in g  t o l d  the m e e t in g  t h a t  no books were g iven to  second l e v e l  
schoo ls  f o r  about  te n  y e a rs  as the g r a n t  re c e iv e d  was o n l y  f o r  p r im ary  
s c h o o ls .  Mr. K e a t in g  p o in t e d  out t h a t  because o f  the s m a l l  grant 
the Schoo ls  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  was c o n c e n t r a te d  on r u r a l  s c h o o ls  which had 
no access to  Branch L i b r a r i e s  and c o n s e q u e n t l y  many s c h o o ls  i n  the 
County and C i t y  l o s t  o u t .  Mr. Sharkey s a i d  he was d i s a p p o in t e d  tha t  
he was f o r c e d  zo reduce the  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  to Schoo ls .  Mr. P.
K e n n e l l y  agreed t h a t  th e  s e r v ic e  needed to  be improved.

The Chairman a g a in  s t r e s s e d  th a t  som eth ing  needed to  be done to 
in c re a s e  the book fund  o f  the  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  He u rged  c o u n c i l l o r s  to  
r a i s e  the  is s u e  a t  C o u n c i l  M ee t ings .  Mr. H a l l i s s e y  agreed ana asked 
f o r  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  Galway C i t y  C o rp o r a t io n  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to the 
L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  He n o te d  t h a t  Galway C i t y  was the C u l t u r a l  Centre o f  
the West and sugges ted  t h a t  the Commit tee c o n ta c t  Galway C o rp o ra t ion  
to  ge t  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  the L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  A f t e r  a g e n e r a l  d is c u s s io n  
on the need to  make a c o n c e r te d  e f f o r t  t o  improve the L i b r a r y  Serv ice 
the Committee agreed to  a p roposa l  f ro m  Mr. Leo H a l l i s s e y  and seconded 
by Sen. J .  McDonagh to  r a i s e  the m a t te r  w i t h  Galway Coun ty  Counc i l  and 
Galway C o r p o r a t i o n  and g e t  them to p la c e  i t  on t h e i r  agenda f o r  
d i s c u s s io n .  I t  was d e c id e d  th a t  the F inance  O f f i c e r s  f rom  the 
C o r p o r a t io n  and the County Council be inv i te d  to the next  L i b r a r y  Committee 
M ee t ing .

Mr. Sharkey t o l d  Mr. J .  Donoghue t h a t  the  Department o f  the Environment 
was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  the  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e .  Mr. Donoghue expressed 
d is a p p o in tm e n t  t h a t  w i t h  l a r g e  amounts o f  money coming f rom  Eurooe 
none seemed to  be g o in g  to  L i b r a r i e s  i n  the west o f  I r e l a n d .  The 
County L i b r a r i a n  agreed w i t h  members t h a t  the L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  aopeared 
to  be a low p r i o r i t y  w i t h  the Department and sa id  t h a t  he was sad to 
leave  the  L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e  a t  such a low  p o i n t .
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Mr. Sharkey s a id  he was a w a i t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  from An Chom ha ir le  
Leabh a r la nna  as re g a rd s  Galway C i t y  and Loughrea L i b r a r i e s .
Mr. Sharkey a l s o  t o l d  the  m e e t in g  he was a w a i t i n g  an e n g in e e rs  r e p o r t  
on ca r  p a r k i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  the  p roposed  Loughrea L i b r a r y  p r o j e c t .

3 .  BRANCH L I B R A R I E S :

4 .  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

The Cha irman, Mr. F. Donoghue, no ted  t h a t  no County C o u n c i l  O f f i c e r s  
a t t e n d e d  the  l a s t  t h r e e  m e e t in g s  and hoped t h a t  the y  w ou ld  a t te n d  the 
n e x t  m e e t ing  wh ich  was e x p e c te d  to  be i n  October o r  November -  the 
E s t im a te s  M e e t in g .
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d ra l  Square,
Galway.

26 th  O c to be r ,  1994.

A Chara,

A m e e t in g  o f  the Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee, w i l l  be h e ld  i n  
the  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Thursday ,  10 th  November,

1994, a t  4 .00  p.m.

Mi s e , l e  me a s ,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE SEAL.

AGENDA

1. Minutes o f  the p re v io u s  m ee t ing .

2. E l e c t i o n  o f  Chairman and V ice Chairman

3. Es t im a tes  1994.

4. Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  the Commit tee.
To the  County  Manager.
To the  A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To the  County  S e c r e ta r y .
To the  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.  
To the  C i t y  Manager.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M inu tes  o f  the  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Committee h e ld  i n  the  C o u n c i l  
Chamber, County  B u i l d i n g s ,  on Thursday,  1 0 th  November, 1994, a t
4 . 0 0  p . m .

IN CHAIR Mr. F. 0 ' Donoghue.

PRESENT C l r s .  M icha e l  Fahy, P a t r i c k  F innegan ,  Matt  Loughnane, 
J a r l a t h  McDonagh, John M. Mannion,  Ka th leen  Quinn,  
Eve lyn  V a r l e y ,  T ia rna n  Walsh; Messrs.  Frank Donoghue, 
Patsy  G eragh ty ,  Paddy G r e a l i s h ,  Paudge K e n n e l l y ,  
J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,  Frank Rushe,
Sean T u l l y ;  Mrs. Margare t  Counihan and Mrs. Maureen 
Egan.

IN ATTENDANCE Mr. D. 0 ' Donoghue, Co. Manager; Mr. T. Coughlan,  
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r ;  Ms. M. Kavanagh, A c t i n g  Co. 
L i b r a r i a n ;  Ms. M. Moran, M essrs .  M. K e a t in g  and P. 
R a b b i t t ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s .

APOLOGIES: Mrs. L i l y  B r o d e r i c k .

1 .  MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING:

The m inu tes  o f  the  p re v io u s  m e e t ing  were adop ted  on the p r o p o s a l  o f
C l r .  J .  Mannion seconded by C l r .  K a th le e n  Qu inn .  Mr. P. Geragh ty  
commented on the  low l e v e l  o f  fu n d in g  f o r  books and asked i f  a g ra n t  
c o u ld  be sough t  f rom the A r t s  C o u n c i l .  The Chairman co n cu r red  w i t h  
t h i s  and he r e f e r r e d  the m a t te r  to  the Manager.  The Chairman then 
welcomed Mr. Donal  0 ' Donoghue, Co. Manager, to  h i s  f i r s t  m ee t ing  o f  
t h i s  Commit tee .  He a lso  welcomed Ms. Mary Kavanagh, A c t in g  Co. 
L i b r a r i a n ,  and Mr. T. Coughlan, A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O f f i c e r .

The Manager the n  addressed th e  m ee t ing .  He p a id  t r i b u t e  to
Sharkey and w ished him w e l l  i n  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t . He in fo rm e d  the 

m e e t ing  t h a t  a F iv e  Year Development P lan f o r  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  
i s  b e in g  p r e p a r e d .  Th is  p la n  w i l l  se t  ou t  th e  aims and o b j e c t i v e s  o f  
th e  s e r v i c e .  I t  w i l l  be p re s e n te d  to  t h i s  Commit tee f o r  t h e i r  comments 
b e fo r e  b e in g  p re s e n te d  to  the  County C o u n c i l .

The m a rk e t in g  and p rom o t ion  o f  the  s e r v i c e  was emphasised by the 
Manager. The d e c l i n e  i n  membership w i l l  have to  be addressed by
p r o m o t in g  and a d v e r t i s i n g  the v a r io u s  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  the L i b r a r i e s
have to  o f f e r .  The s e r v ic e  i s  c o s t i n g  £ 1 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  a p p ro x im a te ly  and 
t h i s  money w i l l  have to  be spen t  e f f e c t i v e l y  and e f f i c i e n t l y .

The Manager in fo rm e d  the m e e t ing  t h a t  the new County L i b r a r i a n ,
Mr. Pat McMahon, w i l l  take  up d u ty  e a r l y  i n  1995. Mr. McMahon has 
been County  L i b r a r i a n  i n  Mayo f o r  a number o f  y e a rs .

A d i s c o u n t  o f  50% on the membership charge was then announced by the
Manager.  A reduced charge o f  £5 per a d u l t  w i l l  be in t r o d u c e d  on a
t r i a l  b a s is  to  encourage more peop le  to become members
and a v a i l  o f  the  f a c i l i t i e s  and s e rv ic e s  o f  the  L i b r a r i e s .  The 
Manager a l s o  emphasised the  im po r tance  o f  s t a f f  t r a i n i n g  i n  h e lp i n g  
s t a f f  to  p r o v i d e  an e f f e c t i v e  and e f f i c i e n t  s e r v i c e .
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The Manager then  r e f e r r e d  to  developments  t h a t  a re  i n  p r o g r e s s .  The 
p lans  f o r  Loughrea L i b r a r y  have been re c e iv e d  f ro m  the A r c h i t e c t .
The e x t e n s io n  to  Galway C i t y  L i b r a r y  shou ld  be comple ted i n  the 
v e r y  near  f u t u r e .  D is c u s s io n s  are  t a k in g  p la c e  w i t h  Udaras na 
G a e i ta c h ta  r e g a r d in g  a development i n  C a r ra ro e .

The Chairman welcomed the Manager ’ s announcement o f  the r e d u c t i o n  
i n  the  membership fe e .  Mr. P. Geraghty  and Mr. J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l  
a ls o  welcomed the  r e d u c t i o n .

Mr. Paudge K e n n e l l y  e n q u i red  about  the e r e c t i o n  o f  a p laque to  Kate  
O 'B r ie n  i n  Roundstone Branch L i b r a r y ,  which he had r a is e d  
a t  a Committee M e e t in g .  The o u t s id e  w a l l  o f  Roundstone L i b r a r y  i s  
i n  bad c o n d i t i o n  and would r e q u i r e  r e p a i r  b e fo re  a p laque c o u ld  be 
e r e c t e d .  Mr. K e n n e l l y  s t a t e d  t h a t  the th ree  com m it tee  members f rom 
the C l i f d e n  a rea  wou ld  approach the  banks f o r  s p o n s o r s h ip .  The 
Manager r e p l i e d  t h a t  Mr. John Noone, Area E n g in e e r ,  C l i f d e n ,  shou ld  
be c o n ta c te d  c o n c e rn in g  the  e r e c t i o n  o f  the p la q u e ,  when i t  w i l l  be 
c o m p le te d .

2. ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN:

C l r .  M ic h a e l  Fahey, e le c te d  Chairman on the p r o p o s a l  o f  Mr. Pa tsy  
G eragh ty ,  seconded by C l r .  K. Quinn.

Mrs. M a rga re t  Counihan was e l e c t e d  V ice-Cha i rm an on the  p ro p o s a l  o f  
C l r .  J a r l a t h  McDonagh, seconded by C l r .  John Mannion.

The o u tg o in g  Chairman, Mr. Frank Donoghue, thanked the  Committee, 
L i b r a r y  S t a f f  and C o u n c i l  f o r  t h e i r  he lp  and c o - o p e r a t i o n  d u r i n g  h i s  
yea r  o f  o f f i c e .  He c o n g r a t u l a t e d  C l r .  M ichae l  Fahey on h i s  e l e c t i o n  
as Chairman. C l r .  M. Fahey i n  h i s  opening remarks p a id  t r i b u t e  to  
Mr. T. Sharkey and recommended t h a t  a l e t t e r  be sen t  from the 
Committee to  thank  Mr. Sharkey f o r  h i s  d e d i c a t i o n  and work i n  
d e v e lo p in g  th e  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  d u r i n g  h i s  c a re e r  as County L i b r a r i a n .

3. ESTIMATES :

Mr. Tom Coughlan e x p la in e d  t h a t  th e re  was an o v e r a l l  i n c re a s e  o f  6%
i n  the 1995 e s t im a t e .  T h is  was due to  non r e c u r r i n g  i tems o f
e x p e n d i t u r e  on the  p a y r o l l  i n  1994.

The E s t im a te s  were adopted on the  p ropo sa l  o f  Mr. P. G eragh ty ,  seconded
by C l r .  J .  McDonagh.

Mr. G eragh ty  r a i s e d  the q u e s t i o n  o f  a g ran t  f rom  the  A r t s  C o u n c i l  
towards  the  purchase o f  books .  The Manager r e p l i e d  t h a t  two m i l l i o n  
pounds had been made a v a i l a b l e  to  L i b r a r i e s  t h i s  y e a r .  Galway had 
r e c e i v e d  £56 ,000  towards the purchase o f  books.

4.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS:

Ms. Kavanagh in fo rm e d  the m ee t ing  o f  an E.U. c i r c u l a r  on fu n d in g  f o r  
c u l t u r a l  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  p r o j e c t s .  The K a le id e scop e  Programme 
promoted c u l t u r a l  events  and e x h i b i t i o n s  between o r g a n i s a t i o n s  
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h r e e  member s t a t e s .  There i s  f u n d in g  a v a i l a b l e  a ls o  
f o r  the c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  R e l i g i o u s  B u i l d i n g s .
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Mr. J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l  e n q u i r e d  i f  th e re  were any p la n s  to  change the 
e n t ra n c e  to  B a l l i n a s l o e  Branch L i b r a r y ,  w h ic h  c o u ld  be a p ro b le m  
i f  the new County  C o u n c i l  O f f i c e s  are b u i l t  b e s id e  the L i b r a r y .
Mr. Tom Coughlan s a id  t h e r e  was no prob lem  and the s i t u a t i o n  was 
b e in g  m o n i t o r e d .

The Chairman p roposed  a v o te  o f  sympathy t o  S ena to r  Frank Fahey,  
Gor t  on the  d e a th  o f  h i s  a u n t .  The Manager ex tended h i s  sympathy 
to  the  f a m i l y  on b e h a l f  o f  the  s t a f f .
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Phone: (091)  62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H ea d qu a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d ra l  Square,
Ga lway.

1 3 th  March, 1995.

A Chara ,

A m e e t in g  o f  the Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  
the  C o u n c i l  Chamber, County B u i l d i n g s ,  on Wednesday, 22nd March,
1995, a t  4 .0 0  p.m.

M i s e ,  l e  m e a s ,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
1

AGENDA

1. M inu tes  o f  P rev ious  M ee t ing .

2. Branch L i b r a r i e s .

3. N om ina t ion  o f  De lega tes  to  the  Annual
J o i n t  Conference o f  the  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  and the  L i b r a r y  
A s s o c ia t i o n  (N o r th e rn  I r e l a n d  B ra n ch ) ,  
i n  the Mount Brandon H o t e l ,  T r a l e e ,  
f rom  25 th  to  28 th  A p r i l ,  1995.

4. Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  the Commit tee.
To the  County  Manager.
To the  A s s i s t a n t  County  Manager.
To the  C i t y  Manager (Mr.  Joe G a v in ) .  
To the  County  S e c r e ta r y .
To the  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers. 
To Galway Bay FM.

T.F.ABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

IN CHAIR C l r .  M i c h a e l  F a h e y .

PRESENT: C l r s .  M i c h a e l  F a h y ,  P a t r i c k  F i n n e g a n ,  P a d d y  M c H u g h ,  
J o h n  M. M a n n i o n ,  M i c h a e l  R y a n ,  E v e l y n  V a r l e y ,
T i a r n a n  W a l s h ;  M e s s r s .  F r a n k  D o n o g h u e ,  P a t s y  G e r a g h  y ,  
P a d d y  G r e a l i s h ,  L e o  H a l l i s s e y ,  P a u d g e  K e n n e l l y ,
T o n v  L e a h y ,  J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,  S e a n  
T u l l y ^  M a u r i c e  W h e l a n ;  M r s .  M a r g a r e t  C o u m h a n  a n d  
M s .  K a t h l e e n  F a l l o n .

I N  ATTENDANCE Mr Tom K a v a n a g h ,  C o u n t y  S e c r e t a r y ;  M r .  P a t  M c M a h o n ,  
C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n  ; M s .  M a u r e e n  M o r a n  M e s s r s • M a r t i n  
K e a t i n g  a n d  P e t e r  R a b b i t t ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n  .

APOLOGIES : M r s .  L i l y  B r o d e r i c k ,  M r s .  N o e l l e  H a y e s ,  M r .  F r a n k
R u s h e ,  M r .  J .  F .  K i n g .

, . _ . j Mr p a t  M c M a h o n ,  C o u n t y  L i b r a r i a n ,  t o  h i s  f i r s tT h e  C h a i r m a n  w e l c o m e d  M r .  P a t  Men , C o m m i t t e e .  M r .  McMaho n
m e e t i n g  o f  t h e  G a l w a y  C o ^ t ^ h  l o o k e d  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  
^ f c o ^ e  T d ^ g e t h f r  í S  h e ^ k  - ^ o c a ^ A u t h o r i t ^ a n d
c o n t i n u e 3 t o 6 c o n t r i b u t e 8 t o  t h e ° c u l t u r a l  l i f e  o f  t h e  C i t y  a n d  C o u n t y .  

M r .  T .  K a v a n a g h  w e l c o m e d  M r .  McMaho n a n d  s a i d  ^ a t ^ d u r i n g ^ h i s ^ s e r v
G a l w a y 3 C o u n t y " L i b r a r y Cs e r v i c e  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  t h i s  e x p e r i e n c e .

C l r s .  R y a n  a n d  F i n n e g a n  a l s o  w e l c o m e d  M r .  M c M a h o n .

1 .  M i n u t e s  o f  P r e v i o u s  M e e t i n g .
T h e  m i n u t e s  o f  t h e  p r e v i o u s  m e e t i n g  w e r e  a d o p t e d  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l  o f  
C l r .  R y a n ,  s e c o n d e d  b y  M r.  F .  D o n o g h u e .
M r .  F .  D o n o g h u e  i n q u i r e d  a b o u t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  ^ r e s p o n s e * " « “  i n
e n t h u s i a s t i c b b l T h e r e  w a ^ a n  i n c r e a s e ^ i n  m e m b e r s h i p  f o r  J a n u a r y / F e b r u a r y  
a n d  a l s o  a n  i n c r e a s e  m  t h e  m o n e y  c o l l e c t e  .

M r .  P .  K e n n e l l y  r a i s e d  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  ^ ^ ^ s o r s h i p  o f  £ 2 0 0 .  T h e
T h e  B a n k s  i n  C l i f d e n  a r e  P r ^ P ^ T  ) 8 i s  b e t w e e n  £ 4 0 0  a n d  £ 5 0 0  a p p r o x .q u o t a t i o n  f r o m  M r .  W i l k i n s  ( S c u l p t o r ) « ^ w e ^ ^  c o u n t y  C o u n c i l
f o r  a  g r a n i t e  p l a q u e .  M r .  Ke y D r o x i m a t e l y . M r .  K a v a n a g h  r e p l i e d
w o u l d  s p o n s o r  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  £  PP R o u n d s t o n e  B r a n c h  L i b r a r y ,t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  w a s ,  w h e t h e r  t h e  w a l l  o t K o u n a  , He w o u l d
w h i c h  i s  i n  b a d  c o n d i t i o n ,  w o u l d  s * P P o r t  3 J ^ n i t e  P q

h a v e  t h e  m a t t e r  i n v e s t i g a t e d  f o r  t h e  n e x t  m e e t i n g .

M r .  L .  H a l l i s s e y  w e l c o m e d  t h e  ^ e d ^ J i o n  ™  " ^ P u b l i c ™ " 1
UNESCO P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  M a n i f e s t o , wh p r o p o s e d  t h a t  t h e  M a n i f e s t oL i b r a r i e s  s h o u l d  b e  i f r e e  • H t . f  l l i s s e y  P ™ p o  M e e t i n g . c l r .
b e  p u t  o n  t h e  a g e n d a  o f  t h e  n e x t  L.±uL*s.y 
M a n n i o n  s e c o n d e d  t h e  p r o p o s a l .
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2. Branch L i b r a r i e s :

Mr. Pat McMahon in fo rm e d  the meet ing  t h a t  the  ske tch  p la n s  f o r  
Loughrea Branch L i b r a r y  had been s u b m i t te d  to  the Department o f  the 
E n v i ro n m e n t .  Mr. Tony Leahy asked Mr. Kavanagh i f  the p r o j e c t  would 
commence t h i s  y e a r .  Mr. Kavanagh r e p l i e d  t h a t  he cou ld  n o t  g ive  a 
d e f i n i t e  t im e .  Mr. Pat McMahon o u t l i n e d  the  v a r io u s  s tag es  i n  the 
p l a n n in g  o f  a p r o j e c t  b e fo re  the a c t u a l  b u i l d i n g  can commence. The 
s k e tc h  p la n s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  i n  L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  I s l a n d  House, 
f o r  any member to  c o n s u l t .

3. N o m in a t ion  o f  D e lega tes  to the J o i n t  Con fe rence  o f The L i b r a r y
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  I r e l a n d  and the  L i b r a r y  A s s o c i a t i o n N o r th e rn
I r e l a n d  Branch i n  the Mount Brandon H o t e l ,  T r a le e , f rom 25 th  -
28 th  A p r i l ,  1995 :

The f o l l o w i n g  d e le g a te s  were proposed and seconded. C l r s .  M. Ryan, 
M ic h a e l  Fahy and T ia rn a n  Walsh.

4.  Any o th e r  b u s i n e s s :

Mr. P. McMahon in fo rm e d  the m ee t ing  t h a t  the  Department o f  E d u c a t io n 's  
a l l o c a t i o n  to  the  Schools L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  has been in c re a s e d  to  £1 
p e r  p u p i l .  Mr. P. Geraghty  and Mr. L. H a l l i s s e y  asked Mr. McMahon 
to  i n v e s t i g a t e  the p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  European Fund ing  o r  L o t t e r y  Funding 
f o r  b o o k s .

The Chairman suggested t h a t  someth ing sh ou ld  be done to  commemorate 
the  one hundred and f i f t i e t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  the  Great  Famine. He 
sugges ted  i n v i t i n g  Mr. T. P. O ' N e i l l  to  g i v e  a s h o r t  l e c t u r e  on the 
Famine a t  the  n e x t  m e e t in g .  Ms. Moran in fo rm e d  the  m e e t ing  t h a t  a 
Galway Famine Committee had been se t  up, and i s  a f f i l i a t e d  to  the 
N a t i o n a l  Famine Committee. T h is  Committee i s  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a number 
o f  p r o j e c t s  to  commemorate the Famine.

The m e e t in g  conc luded a t  4 .45 p.m.
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 62471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,
C a th e d r a l  Square,
Ga lway.

28 th  J u n e , 1995.

A Chara,

A meet ing  o f  the Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee w i l l  be h e ld  i n  
the C i t y  L i b r a r y ,  Hynes B u i l d i n g ,  A u g u s t in e  S t . ,  Galway,  on Thursday ,  
6 th  J u l y ,  1995, a t  3 .0 0  p.m.

M ise,  l e  meas,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA

1. M in u te s  o f  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .

2. Branch L i b r a r i e s .

3. UNESCO M a n i fe s to  on P u b l i c  L i b r a r i e s .

4. Any o t h e r  b u s in e s s .

P ro fe s s o r  T. P. O ' N e i l l  w i l l  address the  commit tee  on the s u b je c t  o f  
the Famine im m e d ia te l y  a f t e r  the m e e t in g .  Th is  w i l l  be a t  4 .00  p.m.

Please no te  t h a t  the  venue f o r  the m ee t ing  and P r o fe s s o r  O ' N e i l l ’ s 
address i s  the City Library, Augustine St., Galway.

To each member o f  the  Committee.
To the County Manager.
To the A s s i s t a n t  County  Manager. : 
To the C i t y  Manager.
To the County S e c r e t a r y .
To the  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers. 
To Galway Bay FM.

LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

M in u te s  o f  the  Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Committee h e ld  i n  the Galway 
C i t y  L i b r a r y  on Thursday ,  6 th  J u l y ,  1995, a t  3 .0 0  p.m.

IN CHAIR:

PRESENT:

IN ATTENDANCE

APOLOGIES :

C l r .  M. Fahey.

C l r s . M icha e l  Fahy, P a t r i c k  F innegan ,  J a r l a t h  
McDonagh, John M. Mannion, K a th le e n  Quinn,
T ia rn a n  Walsh; Messrs.  Frank Donoghue, K a th le e n  
F a l l o n ,  J u s t i n  F la n n e ry ,  Patsy  G eragh ty ,  Paddy 
G r e a l i s h ,  Paudge K e n n e l l y ,  John F r a n c is  K in g ,
Tony Leahy, J u s t i n  M i t c h e l l ,  P a t r i c k  P e t t i t ,
Sean T u l l y ,  Maur ice  Whelan and Mrs. M arga re t  
Coun ihan .

Mr. B r ia n  Doy le ,  A c t i n g  County S e c r e ta r y ;  Mr. Pat 
McMahon, County L i b r a r i a n ;  Ms. Maureen Moran,
Mr. M a r t i n  K e a t in g ,  A s s i s t a n t  L i b r a r i a n s ;
Ms. B e rn ie  K e l l y ,  S en io r  L i b r a r y  A s s i s t a n t ;
Mr. Tom Browne, A c t i n g  S en io r  L i b r a r y  A s s i s t a n t .

Mrs. L i l y  B r o d e r i c k .

The Chairman welcomed the Committee and extended a s p e c ia l  welcome 
to  Mr.  T. P. O ' N e i l l  f o r  a c c e p t in g  the i n v i t a t i o n  to  address the 
Commit tee on the Famine. The County L i b r a r i a n  s a id  he hoped t h i s  
was th e  f i r s t  o f  many meet ings  to  be h e ld  i n  the C i t y  L i b r a r y  and 
i n  Branch L i b r a r i e s  th ro u g h o u t  the County .  He o u t l i n e d  the s e rv ic e s  
p r o v i d e d  by the C i t y  L i b r a r y ,  and the p lanned re fu r b i s h m e n t  t h a t  
w i l l  ta ke  p la c e  i n  the near  f u t u r e .

M in u te s  o f  p re v io u s  meet ing  :

The m in u te s  o f  the p re v io u s  meet ing  were adopted on the p ro p o s a l  o f  
Mr. F rank  Donoghue, seconded by C l r .  P. F innegan.  Mr. T. Leahy 
i n q u i r e d  abou t  the p lans  f o r  Loughrea L i b r a r y .  The County L i b r a r i a n  
r e p l i e d  t h a t  An Chomhair le  Leabhar lanna had g ran te d  a p p ro v a l  and 
th e  p r o j e c t  wou ld  now proceed to  Stage I I  w i t h  more d e t a i l e d  p lans 
and c o s t i n g s  to  be s u b m i t t e d .

Mr. Paudge K e n n e l l y  asked i f  th e re  had been any development on the 
p r o p o s a l  to  e r e c t  a p laque to  Kate O’ B r ie n  i n  the  w a l l  o f  Roundstone 
Branch L i b r a r y .  The County L i b r a r i a n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  Roundstone was on 
th e  agenda f o r  r e n o v a t io n  and h o p e f u l l y  the p laque co u ld  then be 
e r e c t e d .

Branch L i b r a r i e s  :

The County  L i b r a r i a n  in fo rm e d  the meet ing  t h a t  An Chomhair le  
L e a b h a r la n n a  had approved o f  the p la ns  f o r  Loughrea L i b r a r y .  A 
s u p p le m e n ta ry  g ra n t  f o r  the re fu r b i s h m e n t  o f  the C i t y L i b r a r y  had 
a l s o  been approved .

Woodford  Branch L i b r a r y  i s  c lose d  t e m p o r a r i l y  due to  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  
work  b e in g  c a r r i e d  out to the Parish Hal l .  Temporary accommodation i s  
b e in g  sough t  to  ensure the  c o n t inu a n ce  o f  the s e r v i c e .

The deve lopment  i n  the grounds o f  The Church o f  I r e l a n d  i n  Loughrea 
was r a i s e d .  Mr. B. Doyle in fo rm e d  the meet ing  t h a t  the m a t te r  was 
b e in g  lo o k e d  a f t e r  by the Law Agent.Galw
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The County  L i b r a r i a n  s a id  a F iv e  Year P lan f o r  L i b r a r y  development 
was b e in g  p rep a red  and when i t  was f i n a l i s e d ,  i t  wou ld  be p resen ted  
to  the  Committee f o r  d i s c u s s io n

The q u e s t i o n  o f  a Branch L i b r a r y  f o r  Moun tbe l lew  was r a i s e d .
M o un tbe l lew  has a schoo l  go ing  p o p u la t i o n  o f  1 ,000 p u p i l s  a p p ro x im a te ly  
and some y e a rs  ago i t  was p lanned t h a t  the L i b r a r y  wou ld  be p a r t  o f  
the County  C o u n c i l  F i r e  S t a t i o n  deve lopment .

The Lackagh Museum was a l s o  ment ioned as a l o c a t i o n  f o r  a Branch 
L i b r a r y .  The County L i b r a r i a n  r e p l i e d  t h a t  b o th  areas wou ld  be 
c o n s id e re d  i n  terms o f  The F ive  Year P lan .

UNESCO M a n i f e s t o :

The UNESCO M a n i fe s to  was c i r c u l a t e d  to  a l l  members o f  the Commit tee. 
The County  L i b r a r i a n  gave a b r i e f  a n a l y s i s  o f  the  M a n i f e s to ,  wh ich  
sees the  P u b l i c  L i b r a r y  as a l i v i n g  fo r c e  f o r  e d u c a t io n ,  c u l t u r e  and 
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  f r e e  and open to  a l l  peop les  r e g a r d le s s  o f  age, s ta tu s  
o r  i d e o l o g y .

Any o t h e r  b u s i n e s s :

There was a g e n e ra l  debate on the Schools L i b r a r y  S e r v i c e . A number 
o f  members commented on the inadeq ua te  f u n d in g  and the  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  
o f  the  Schoo l  L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  to P r im ary  S cho o ls .  The County 
L i b r a r i a n  commented t h a t  i t  was hoped t h a t  the  £1 per  p u p i l  p ro v ide d  
by the  Department o f  E d uca t ion  t h i s  yea r  wou ld  be in c re a s e d  again  
n e x t  y e a r .

The p r o v i s i o n  o f  a L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  to  Second L e ve l  Schools  was 
r a i s e d  by a number o f  members. The County L i b r a r i a n  r e p l i e d  th a t  
a L i b r a r y  S e rv ic e  to Second Le ve l  Schools wou ld  have to  be ad eq u a te ly  
funded  by the  Department o f  E d u c a t io n .  D u r in g  the  d i s c u s s io n  the 
q u e s t i o n  o f  en courag ing  c h i l d r e n  to read was r a i s e d .  I t  was 
sugges ted  t h a t  L i b r a r y  s t a f f  shou ld  go i n t o  the schoo ls  p rom o t ing  
books and the  L i b r a r y  S e rv i c e .

T a lk  on the  Famine by Mr. T. P. O ' N e i l l :

T h is  complex h i s t o r i c a l  event  was made more r e l e v a n t  and i n t e r e s t i n g  
by Mr. O ' N e i l l s  re fe re n c e s  to  l o c a l  even ts  i n  the Galway a rea ,  and 
to  l o c a l  L a n d lo rd s  b o th  bad and good. D u r in g  the course o f  the 
t a l k  Mr. O ' N e i l l  suggested t h a t  a s im p le  monument o f  s to n e ,  w i t h  
an i n s c r i p t i o n  sho u ld  be e re c te d  i n  the S p id d a l  a rea ,  to  
commemorate a l l  who d ie d  d u r in g  the Famine. He a ls o  suggested t h a t  
th e  d o c t o r s  who d ie d  shou ld  be remembered by some p laque or 
m em or ia l  i n  the  grounds o f  the  R eg iona l  H o s p i t a l ,  the s i t e  o f  the 
o l d  W orkhouse. He commented on the A rc h iv e  Records a v a i l a b l e  i n  
th e  County  L i b r a r y  and suggested t h a t  an E x h i b i t i o n  based on these 
sou rces  c o u ld  be mounted i n  the L i b r a r y  and then  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  the 
v a r i o u s  Branch L i b r a r i e s .

The m e e t in g  was completed a t  4.45 p.m.
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LEABHARLANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE

Phone: (091) 562471 Co. L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,
I s l a n d  House,

C a th e d ra l  Square,
Ga lway .

1 s t  November, 1995.

A Chara,

A m e e t ing  o f  the Galway County L i b r a r i e s  Commit tee ,  w i l l  be h e ld  a t  
L i b r a r y  H e a d q u a r te rs ,  I s l a n d  House, on Th u rsday ,  9 th  November, 1995, 
a t  4 . 0 0  p . m.

M ise ,  l e  meas,

LEABHARLANNAI CHONTAE.

AGENDA

1. M inutes o f  the  p r e v io u s  m e e t in g .

2. E le c t i o n  o f  Chairman and V ice  Chairman.

3. Es t imates  1996.

4. Any o th e r  b u s in e s s .

To each member o f  the Committee.
To the  County Manager.
To the  A s s i s t a n t  County Manager.
To the  County S e c re ta r y .
To the  C i t y  Manager.
To the  e d i t o r s  o f  l o c a l  newspapers.

P . S .  The L ib r a r y  Headquarters  i s  s i t u a t e d  on the ground f l o o r  o f  
I s l a n d  H o u se ,  near  the C ath e d r al .

LE ABHART ANNA CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE
Minutes o f the Annual General Meeting of Galway County Libraries Committee held in the 
County Library Headquarters, Island House, on Thursday, 9th November, 1995, at 4.00p.m.

TN CHAIR: Cllr. M. Fahy
PRESENT- Cllrs. Michael Fahy, Patrick Finnegan, Matt Loughnane, John M.

Mannion, Kathleen Quinn, Tiaman Walsh;
Mrs. Lilly Broderick, Mrs. Margaret Counihan, Mrs, Maureen Egan, 
Ms. Kathleen Fallon;
Messrs. Frank Donoghue, Patsy Geraghty, Paddy Grealish, Leo 
Hallissey, Justin Mitchell, Patrick Pettit and Sean Tully.

IN ATTENDANCE: Mr. D. O’Donoghue, County Manger; Mr. P. Carroll, Senior Staff
" Officer; Mr. P. McMahon, County Librarian; Ms. M. Moran,

Executive Librarian; Messrs. Martin Keating and Peter Rabbitt, 
Assistant Librarians.

APOLOGIES' Mr. P. Kennelly, Mr. M. Whelan, Ms. Noelle Hayes and
Cllr. Matt Loughnane.

The Chairman proposed a vote of sympathy to the Lenihan Family on the death of Mr. Brian 
Lenihan and the Blaney Family on the death of Mr. Niall Blaney. Cllr. Manmon seconded the 
the proposal. The County Manager concurred with the vote of sympathy on behalf of the
staff.
The County Librarian welcomed the Committee to the County Library Headquarters and 
outlined the services provided there. The County Manager suggested that Library Committee 
Meetings should be held in Branch Libraries such as Tuam or BallinasIoe in the future.

Minutes of previous meeting:
The minutes were adopted on the proposal of Mr. P. Geraghty and seconded by Cllr. K. 
Quinn.
The issue o f the development in the grounds of the Church of Ireland in Loughrea was raised. 
Mr. P. Carroll said the case was coming up in the next week.
The County Librarian informed the meeting that Stage II of the plans for the new Loughrea 
Branch Library had been approved by An Chomhairle.
Library staff will meet with Mr. T. P. O’Neill in the next two weeks to plan the Famine 
Exhibition based on the Resources of the County Libraries Local History Collection. The 
stone monument for the Spiddal area will also be discussed.
The County Librarian then gave a broad outline of the Five Year Plan The mission statement 
will be Michael Davitts philosophy “all Libraries should be centres of light and learning . The
three key areas will be:-
(a) Good book collections and the promotion of reading

(b) Libraries accessible and available to all people in the County.

(c) Children’s Libraries
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Mr. P. Geraghty said the Local History Resources of Branch Libraries should be highlighted 
and children should be encouraged to use the Library to learn the history o f their local town or 
townland. Cllr. P. Finnegan said that FAS schemes should be encouraged to donate their 
research projects to their local Library.

2. Election o f  Chairman and Vice-Chairman:
The Chairman, Cllr. M. Fahey, thanked the County Manager, the County Librarian and the 
Committee for their help and co-operation during his term of office.

Mrs. M argaret Counihan was elected Chairperson on the proposal of Cllr. Mannion, seconded 
by Mr. Frank Donoghue.
Cllr. P. Finnegan was elected Vice-Chairman on the proposal of Cllr. M. Fahey, seconded by 
Mr. P. Geraghty.

3. Estimates 1996:
The County Librarian outlined the 1996 Estimate, pointing out the increase of £10,0C0 in the 
bookfimd.
Mr. J. Mitchell raised the issue of the very high leasing charges for the Hynes Building. The 
M anager replied that it is envisaged that a City Branch Library and Headquarters will be 
incorporated into the proposed County Buildings project in Prospect Hill.

Cllr. Fahy thanked all concerned with the opening of Woodford Branch Library in the Bank of 
Ireland premises in Woodford. This is a co-operative venture with the Bank on a temporary 
basis.
The estimate was adopted on the proposal of Cllr. M. Mannion, seconded by Cllr. M Fahy.

4. Any other business:
The County Librarian informed the meeting that the reduction of the registration charge from 
£10 to £5 had ensured that more people were using the Library. In 1994 £30,000 was 
collected from fees, in 1995 the figures suggest that £26,000 approximately will be collected.

He also outlined a number of promotions undertaken to publicise the Library Service.

A maildrop o f 1,000 leaflets were distributed to the Gort, Portumna and Clifden areas. The 
feedback is positive from Portumna and Clifden. A lot of enquiries about the services and 
also a rise in membership.
Galway City Library’s Summer Reading Tree Project was very successful with over two 
hundred children participating. Eighty children completed the project by reading ten books. 
M cDonald’s sponsored the project.
Activities to promote children’s books and reading were held in fourteen Branch Libraries 
during the National Children’s Festival 20th October - 5th November. It was suggested that 
the list o f  activities be circulated to the Committee members.
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