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Identity Statement
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Galway County Council / County Secretary's 

Office / Administration/ Munitions, General 

file

Dates: 24 November 1916 - 20 November 1918

Level of description Item

Extent: 13pp

Reference Code: 

Title:

CONTEXT
Creator(s): Galway county Council, County Secretary's

office.

Archival History
Transferred from Galway County Council, Roads & Transportation section to 
Archives in 2013.

Archivist's Note
Listed by Patria McWalter, Archivist, 2014.

Scope and Content

Munitions, General file of correspondence between Galway Munitions 

Committee (Courthouse, Galway), the Ministry of Munitions (32 Nassau 

Street, Dublin), and Connemara Green Marble Quarries Ltd (24 James' 

Street, London. SW) regarding a site on Earl's Island1, Galway for possible 

additional munitions works at a 'splendid bonded stores erected by the late 

H S Persse, situate on the banks of the canal opposite to the small Marble 

Works which you have already decided to utilise for a small Munitions 

Factory' (24 Nov 1916). The Ministry advised that 'there is no intention of 

increasing the number of munitions factories in Ireland at present, and that 

the statements which have recently appeared in the Press on the subject are 

entirely unauthorised' (19 Dec 1916).

Language English

1A shell factory was established at Earl's Island and became a significant employer in the town. The first 
shell produced in the plant is held by Galway City Museum, an inscription on the shell reads "Galway 
National Shell Factory, The First Shell Manufactured, 17.3.1917, presented to Martin McDonogh Esq.

Golway County Council Archives 
island House 
Cathedral Square 
Galway
Tel: 091 562471
www. ealwav. ie/archives

If quoting from the archives please cite 
and reference all collections 
appropriately & acknowledge Galway 
County Council Archives.
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Ho '̂onl ^r 20th 1918

Oe^ttlomoo,

I f  vov.v  CovTDarw aro prop^irod to  dispose of the 

13av ia  Island Worfcs I would to  obliged i f  .you would M ndly  

i^ fon r ne on what tenure u d  aabjoot to what l i a b i l i t i e s

t l i ' provdsos arc h eld -a -d  cm tf-iv.t t l : -  iv-to rest

WO’.;Id  t o  S O ld .

yyr’Tfi " a*511 • *u 11 ?r,

Uassrs COIJIIEMARA u M  HARBLS GHAHPXES LTD

24 St *Jaii»38 St*

LOTTDCN,

Galw
ay
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G c / c s o i s / a  ( 5)
^  IDERRYCLARE.

n i l  IC LO O N A C A R TO N .
QUARRIES JO M N O U G H M O R E

( d e r r y v o r e a d a

CONNEMARA GREEN MARBLE QUARRIES L™.
TELEPHONE 

5696 REGENT.

TELEGRAMS &- CABLES 
SERVINALIM . ST. JAMES, LO N DO N  ”

CODE 
A BC. 5th EDITION.

2.4,  S t . J a m e s ' S t r e e t ,

L o n d o n , S .W .

3 0 t h  J a n u a r y ,  1 9 1 7 .

W. G. Fogarty "Psq. ,
Secretary,

Galway Munitions Committee, 
Courthouse, Galway .

Dear S ir ,

re EARLS ISLAND WORKS

We are obliged by yours of the 27th in s t , and note 

the contents* we have accordingly conmunicated with the M inistry  

of Munitions in London as you suggested, and w ill acquaint you 

with any further developments.

We have to thank you for  your kind suggestion which we 

have adopted as sta ted , and also fo r  the o ffe r  of your Committee 

to render every assistance in th eir  power in th is  m atter, and 

beg to remain.

Yours f a i t h fu l ly JGalw
ay

 C
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C y c J c S & js  j l  (12)

t

GALWAY HTNT^IONS COMMITS, 

COURTHOUSE, GALWAY.

?7+h. January, 1917.

Gentlemen,

I have forwarded your le t t e r  of the IRth. 

u lto . to the M inistry of Munitions, Nassau S treet,

Dublin, and have been informed that i f  anything further  

should develop® in connection with the matter they w ill  

communicate with me. I should, however, advise you to ^et 

in  + ouch, i f  p o ssib le , with the M inister of Munitions 

in  London, as i t  i s  p e rsiste n tly  stated in the Irish  

Papers tha+ the M inister of Munitions has decided on 

a hupe extension of munition maMnR in  Ireland.

I f  you ~rould repeat the particu lars in yon *  le t t e r  

o f the l pth . u lto . to the M inister of Munitions, and 

o ffe r  to place the premises at h is disposal upon such 

terns as you consider f a i r ,  a n d ,if p o ssib le , have your 

proposal supported by some Parliamentary in flu en ce , you 

may succeed in  having a Munition Factory started in

your premises.

My Committee w ill  give you every assistance

in th e ir  power in  the matter.

I am, Gentl emen,

You r ob e di en t S e r■van t ,

Hon. Reoretarv.

The S ecretaries,

Connemara Green Marble Quarries, L td .,

PA St. James’ S treet,

London, S .v;.

Galw
ay
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Gc /cs 0/3/2 (11)
(DERRYCLARE.

DD,CC JC LO O N A C A R TO N . 
QUARRIES 1 JO M N O U G H M O R E

^  IDERRYVOREADA.

CONNEMARA GREEN MARBLE QUARRIES LTD.
TELEPHONE 

5696 REGENT.

TELEGRAMS 6- CABLES 
SERVINALIM , ST. JAMES, LO N DO N  ”

CODE 
A B C. 5th EDITION.

2 4 ,  S t . J a m e s ’ S t r e e t ,

L o n d o n ,  S . W .

25th January, 1917.

W. (lr. Pogartv Es ^. ,
Galway Munitions Committee,

Courthouse, (raivmy.

EARLS I SLAND WORKS GALWAY.
T)ear S ir ,

We wrote you on the 18th u lto , with f u l l  detailed  

particu lars a3 to the alcove, since when we do not trace having 

heard from you with reference to the m atter.

Might we enquite whether th is property is  s t i l l  under 

consideration by your Committee, and whether i t  is  l ik e ly  that 

any progress w ill be made with the matter in the near future?

We sh all be glad to hear from you, and thanking you 

in a n tic ip atio n .

Yours fa it h fu lly ,

p .p . The S«cfc*t&ri3sGalw
ay

 C
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Telephones :-D U B L IN  4894, 4895, 4896, 4897. Telegrams :— “ M UNAREA,” t)UBLIN.

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS

yesterday's date, and am extremely obliged for the 
information therein contained.

I f  anything should develop in 
connection with this matter, I shall not fa i l  to 
communicate with you.

(No. 10 AREA) -IRELAND.

B o a r d  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  :

DIRECTORS : 3 2 , N A SSAU S T R E E T ,

CAPT. R. C. KELLY.
CAPT. F. DOWNIE.
MR. LEWIS C. GRAY, C .A.

D U B L IN .

SVC.
addressed to the Directors.

A ll communications to be 20th January, 1917

R e fe r e n c e  Engr/FD,

W. Fogarty, Escj*,
Galway Munitions Committee 

Courthouse,
Galway •

Dear Mr. Fogarty

I am in receipt of your le tte r  of

Yours sincerely

Galw
ay
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Gc)ĉ j 3

GALWAY MTTNT̂ TONS OOmOTTTS!?, 

OOTTPTWTT^I!, OAT WAY.

19th. January, 1917.

Dear Captain Downie*

An announcement, made with somo show 

o f authority , appears in  to -d a y ’ s freeman, statin g  that 

the Government has decided upon an immedia+e extension  

o f munition making In Ireland, and establishment of new 

F actories. In th is  connection I hep to send you f u l l  

p articu lars o f the C a rl’ s Island WorVs at Gal wav, and 

also P ersse’ s D is t i l le r y . You have ^ourself seen bo+b 

$ a r l fs Island works an<1 the D is t i lle r y .

Yours fa it h fu l ly ,

Hon. Secretary.

Captain Downie,

M inistry of Munitions,

Nassau s tr e e t , Dublin.

Galw
ay
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JANUARY 19, 1917.
WAR FACTORIES

EXTENSIONS IN IRELAND

■

BIG MUNITIONS PROJECT

IR IS H  W O R K  A P P R E C I A T E D .
It is understood that the Government 

Munitions Department has decided, on 
an immediate extension of munition 
making in Ireland and the establish
ment of new factories.

This step has been taken as a result 
of representations made by Mr. Red
mond and his colleagues of the Irish 
Party, who have been continually press
ing upon the Government the olaims of 
Ireland to an increased and increasing 
share of war work and munition con- 

j tracte.
Th« new establishments now projected 

will employ a large number of workers, 
and will mean the distribution of a 
largely increased sura in wages. The 

j possibilities of munition making in' Ire. 
land are beginning to be more fully ap
preciated by the Government, and 
excellent manner in which th y  wbiit is _ 
being done in the Irish factmies has 
encouraged the Ministry of Munitions 
to embark on the larger schemes* \<

In connection with the extension cf 
the work in Ireland a Freeman repr^ 
sentativa is informed that Air. Puke 
has given a sympathetic and practical 
Bupport to the representations made to 
the Government.
SIR M AU RI C E  L E V Y ’S REPORT .

The report of Sir Maurice Levy, Bart., 
who recently investigated the possibili
ties of Ireland in the matter of providing 
munitions and general supplies for war 
purposes has, it is understood, been 
very favourable, and, as a result, fur* 
ther developments are anticipated 
shortly. The scheme of food production, 
following the reconstruction of the Go
vernment and the consequent disloca
tion of some of the Departmental work 
of the Government, has had the effect 
erf delaying some of the larger schemes 
contemplated. It is hoped, however, 
that these will be developed along satis
factory lines in the immediate future.

No definite details of these further 
developments are at present available 
Captain Downie, of the Irish Munitions 
Department, has been in London for 
some days, presumably in connection 
with the projects that are now to be 

j taken in hand. He returned to Dublin 
last night, but, seen by a Freeman :e- 

j presentative, explained that he was not 
j in a position to make any statement on 

the matter. Notwithstanding the offi
cial reticence, however, we have autho
rity for stating that munition factory 
extensions on a large scale are certain 
to be embarked upon immediately.

Galw
ay
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MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS
(No. 10 AREA)—IRELAND.

B o a r d  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n :

DIRECTO RS:

CAPT. R. C. KE LLY ,
Capt . F. DO W NIE,
M k . LE W IS  C. GRAY, C.A.

____ GE*.________
All Communications to be 

addressed to the Directors.

referinck Engr/ JS.

32, NASSAU STREET, 

DUBLIN.

19th December, 1916.

W.G. Fogarty, Esq.,
Courthouse,
GAL7AY.

Dear Mr. Fogarty,

With, further reference to your le tter  o f  the 
24th. ultimo regarding the manufacture of munitions, I beg to 
state that the Ministry direct me to inform you that there is  
no intention of increasing the number o f  munition factories 
in Ireland at present, and that the statements which have 
recently appeared in the Press on the subject are entirely 
unauthorised.

The Ministry further desire me to thank you
for having brought to their notice buildipgs in Galway which
are said to be suitable for the purpose of munition factories, 
but they much regret they are not in a position to avail them
selves o f  the o ffer  to take these over.

Yours fa ith fu lly ,Galw
ay

 C
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W. G. Fogarty E sq .,
Cralwa}'' Munitions Committee , 

Courthouse, Galway.

Dear S ir ,

EARLS ISLAITD WORKS.

Your communication of the 24 th u lto  to Mr. Dpakin 
with reference to the above property has been forwarded to us, 
and we are w riting to inform you  tbat the matter is  receiving  
our a tten tion , and we hope to write you fu lly  with the particulars  
required in the course of the next few days.

We should bave sent the information with th is  le t t e r ,  
but there are some matters of which we require to obtain p articu 
la rs  from Mr.Deakin.

In order to save delay we should be glad i f  you would 
make further communication direct to th is Company at the above 
address, wben the same w ill at once receive a tten tion .

Yours fa it h fu lly ,  

p .p . THE SECRETARIES.

Galw
ay
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GcJoDj
Telephones:—DUBLIN 4894,4895,4896,4897. jgaj§f&E Telegrams :— "M U N A R E A ,” DUBLIN.

4  ts r ^

MINISTRY OF MUNITIONS
(No. 10 AREA)—IRELAND.

B o a r d  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

DIRECTORS: 32 , N A SSAU S T R E E T ,

Ca p t . R. C. KELLY. niiRLiw
CAPT. F. DOWN IE. UUbLIN*
Mr. LEWIS C. GRAY, C .A .

EVC.
A ll communications to be 

addressed to the Directors.

R e fe r e n c e  Engr/FD.
27th November, 1916.

W.G. Fogarty, Esq*,
Courthouse,

Galway.

Dear Mr. Fogarty,
With reference to your le tter  aated 24th 

instant, which we received late on Saturday, regarding the 
manufacture of Munitions, I have to state in reply that I 
have forwarded your le tter  to the Ministry in London for 
attention, and on receipt of their reply shall have much 
pleasure in communicating with you further on the subject.

lours fa ith fu lly ,

Galw
ay
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IN O O NCO R, LO NDO N. 
TtLEQRAMS 1 , ,  G ALW AY.

, R E C E S S .

R e g is t e r e d  O f f ic e  a n d  S h o w r o o m s  :
- CAWLTON HOUSE 

11 LOWER REGENT STREET, LONDON, S.W.
D E R R Y C LA R E .
C LO O N A C A R TO N .
T O M N O U G H M O R E.
D ER R YVO READA.

Q c l c &
-®Mn.TON HOUSE ' nCDC,v̂

LOWER REGENT STREET, LONDON, 8.W.

J Quuxks

CONNEMARA GREEN MARBLE QUARRIES I™
a  t  ^ ) e c a z a i iv e ' l l  c u S jte c u ifa ty

PEDESTALS, COLUMNS, FCNTS, PULPITS, ALTARS, REREDOSES, CHANCEL RAILINGS, PAVEMENTS AND MOSAICS.
Specialities—THE FAMOUS TRANSLUCENT, GREEN SERPENTINE MOTTLED, AND LIGHT MOSS GREEN MARBLES FOR

JEW ELLERY AND ORNAM ENTAL PURPOSES.
SOLE AGENT FOR GERMANY. BELGIUM, HOLLAND, M. JU LE S  A N C IA U X  6 BOULEVARD CAUCHY NAMUR BELGIQUE

T erm s  ; N E T T  C A S H  3 0  DAYS A F T E R  INVO ICE

Q U O TA TIO N S A R E  S U B J E C T  TO

T H E  FO LLO W IN G  C O N D IT IO N S

1 B U Y E R S  A C C E P T A N C E  AND  

S E L L E R S 1 C O N F IR M A T IO N

2 . D E L IV E R Y  A T A D V T E  IS

S U B J E C T  TO  S T R IK E S , LO C K 

O U TS, A C C ID E N T S  F A ILU R E  

O F M A T E R IA L  A N D  O TH E R  

U N F O R E S E E N  C IR C U M S T A N C E S

3. W H E R E  D E L IV E R Y  IS A T  A TOW N

OR PLA C E , T H E  S E L L E R  MAY  

D E L IV E R  A T  AN Y S T A T IO N  OR  

W H A R F W IT H IN  T H E  D E S T IN 

ATIO N . C A R TA G E  T H E N C E  IS 

P A Y A B LE  BY BU YER .

A C A S E S  C H A R G E D  A D D IT IO N A L , 

B U T C R E D IT E D  IF R E T U R N E D  

W IT H IN  21 DAYS IN GOOD 

C O N D IT IO N , C A R R IA G E  PAID  

AN D  R E T U R N  A D V ISED  TO  

S E L L E R .

5 AS T H E  Q U A R R IE S  A R E  SU B JE C T  

T O  C H A N G E 3 IN SH A D E S  AND  

T E X T U R E S , V A R IA T IO N S  FROM  

S A M P L E S  M AY PO SSIB LY  

OCCUR, B U T  IT  IS G U A R A N T E E D  

TH A T  T H E  M A T E R IA L  S U P P L IE D  

IS FR O M  T H E  Q UA R R Y, AND  

B E D S  O F M A R B L E  S E L E C T E D .

0  U N LE S S  B U Y E R  C O M P LA IN S  

W IT H IN  F O U R T E E N  DAYS IN  

R E G A R D  TO  BLO CKS OF 

M A R B L E  S U P P L IE D  A N D  S E V E N  

DAYS IN R EG A R D  T O  SAW N  

S LA B S  OR T R A N S L U C E N T  

G R E E N , OR AN Y W O R K ED  

M A T E R IA L S , S U P P L IE D , ALL 

O B JE C TIO N S  A R E  H E LD  AS  

VOID. NO C O M P L A IN T S  CAN  

BE E N T E R T A IN E D  IN R EG A R D  

TO  B LO C K S, SLABS, OR GOODS  

OF A N Y  D E S C R IP T IO N  IN 

S P E C T E D  A N D  B O U G H T A T  

T H E  Q U A R R IE S  OR WORKS.

'• ? .  i t .  &

) °
Cx Cs CjULjL-A'7

yuu*

/ tcn fv ti

Xa/ i£ J i /CX£j2<s

£4S^>

1916 )■ J
—---

orGalw
ay
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GALWAY MTTNITT ONS COMMITTEE,

0ourthon so, Cral* ray.

34th. November, 191

Dear Captain Donnie,

^he M in istry ’ s new Iri3h  pr ogra'Tie, 

fo r  nunitions, which is  stated in  to -d a y ’ s tvv&fwxv 

papers, '-d l l  be lik e ly  to take in everv suitable build ing  

in  the Country, and to employ up to 50,000 people, w ill  

be my excuse fo r  aga5.n reminding you of the existence  

of a m agnificent, p r a c tic a lly  new, and very extensive  

premises in  Galway, which you have al ready inspected.

I re fe r  to the 3plendid bonded stores erected by the 

la te  H. S. Persse, situ ate  on the banks of the canal 

opposite to the sn ail Marble Works r̂hich you have already 

decided to u t i l i s e  fo r  a small Monitions fa cto ry , "here  

i s  huge f lo o r  space available in  th is  b ^ il^ in g , +h^re i s
&

water power a v a ila b le , and special railw ay siding in  

connection with the M. G. W. Rly0 Coy. m ns into  the 

f ie ld  beside the build in g. You have, th erefore , tra n sit  

either by r a il  or " rater av ailab le . I t  ’ *ould, o f course, 

be a very b ig  scheme, but you w ill  probably be unable 

to  fin d  in  Ireland any premises of th is  s ize  in  such 

good order and with such advantages as to power and 

tr a n s it .

I f  you think there i s  any way of  

developing th is  idea I would be much obliged i f  you would 

give us some advice as to how we should proceed.

Yours fa it h fu l ly ,

Hon. Secretary*

Captain Downie,

M inistry o f  Munitions,

Dublin.

Galw
ay
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Qcjcsojsĵ )̂
GALWAY MUNITIONS 00!*'OTE!?,

OOT̂ THOTTSE* GALWAY.

24 th . November, 7 916.

Dear S ir ,

You w ill  have seen in  to-day fs papers an intim ation  

that the M inistry of Munitions are considering an elaborate  

programae fo r  producing munitions in  Ireland, and that every  

su itab le  build in g throu$iout the Country would be u t i l i s e d .

I t  therefore becomes d esirab le  that the Galway Munitions 

Committee should have on record as f u l l  p a rticu la rs as p ossib le  

o f any build ings availab le in  Galway* ^hich might be used fo r  

th is  purpose, so t h a t , i f  an opportunity o f fe r s , the Information  

may be ^fcaoed before the M inistry o f Munitions without delay  

and the b est p ossib le  case made fo r  Galway.

I would therefore be obliged i f  you world le t  me 

know in  regard to

(1 ) What i s  the su itab le  su p erfic ia l area o f the availab le  

f lo o r  space.

(2) What i s  the availab le  water power, i f  any, in  H.P.

( 7) How i s  the a v ailab le  water power transmitted ( i . e .

turbine, watervheel. )

(4 ) Is  the power connected to sh aftin g .

(5 )  I f  so,what length o f sh aftin g i s  av a ila b le .

(6 ) Is there any machinery on the prem ises, and i f  so , 

please give p articu lars.

(7 ) What rent would be expected fo r  the premises.

Yours fa i t h fu l ly ,

Hon. Secretary.

Messrs.

M illa r  k  Deacon.

Galw
ay
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G c j c s o ' j s j

M U N ITION S SCHEM E FOR  
IRELAND.

l a r g e  e x t e n s io n s .
Under the above heading we published yester

day a paragraph taken from the Morning 
Post and supplied to that journal by a Belfast 
correspondent. The paragraph stated, in effect, 
that the programme of the Ministry of Muni
tions for producing munitions in Ire
land is an elaborate kind, that
every suitable building throughout the country 
would be utilised, and the number of workers 
ereatly increased. Inquiries made yesterday in 
Dublin go to show that this statement is substan
tially accurate. Contracts have been placed for 
lar^e quantities of munition boxes over the 
whole of the South of Ireland, and the pro
gramme includes the opening of a National 
Shell Factory in Ulster. A representative of the 
Ministry of Munitions is at present in the 
West of Ireland arranging matters in connec
tion with a building which it is proposed to 
utilise as a National Shell Factory. Machinery 
i- bein" provided for it, and an effort will 
n’robably be made to have it in full working 
order before Christmas. Only shell cases are 
made at present at existing factories, 
with the exception of one in the 
South, where cartridges only are made. 
Additional machinery is coming into the 
country for munition purpose's, but some diffi
culty is still being experienced in getting all 
that' is required. As the works increase in 
number the hands required to ope-ate the 
machinery wi>\ of course, also increase. 
Workers are being trained for the different 
munition departments, and, as new factories 
are opened, the workers so trained will be sent 
to tlem and ihe knowledge they have gained 
bv their training will be useful when ap
plied as it will be, to assist in qualifying inex
perienced hands, drawn from the respective 
districts for the work._____________
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The Chancellor of the 
Ireland’s Exchequer has stated, in 

Contribution, reply to a question, that 
on the basis of the Budget 

estimate the contribution o f Ireland to the 
revenue lor 1916-17 will, roughly, be 
<£21.733,000. He gave also the probable 
contributions of England and Scotland re
spectively but, as the aggregate for the 
United Kingdom amounts only to 
,£489.660.000, as compared with an esti
mate o f £502.000.000. and as the returns so 
far indicate that the estimate will lie sub
stantially exceeded, it would seem to us 
that the Irish contribution has been under
estimated. However, the figure stated by 
Mr. M 'Kenna means an increase o f 
<£3,804,000 on the contribution of 1915-16, 
and is no less than £10,599,500 in excess 
of the revenue contributed by this country 
in the lâ rt pre-war year. This year’s con
tribution will be very nearly double that 
of 1913-14. Assuming that the expenditure on 
Irish services will be no greater than in 
1915-16—-it will probably be less—the balance 
available for Imperial purposes will be 
£9,136,000. Although we do not urge that 
Ireland should contribute nothing to the 
war expenditure, we maintain that the 
burden at present imposed upon her is out 
of all proportion to her relative taxable 
capacity, and that if no relief is obtained 
this excessive taxation will have a serious 
effect on her industries, and. will arrest 
development.

Ireland and Munition*.
Tho programme of the Ministry of Mu

nitions for producing munitions in ^re' 
and W  tli* Belfast correspondent of 

ihe *' Morning Post,”  is ot tne most elabo; 
rate kind, and will necessitate the use ot 
every suitable building available through
o u t  'the country. Anything up to 50,000 
persons will be employed, and lull use will 
be made of the services of women.
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