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Identity Statement

Reference Code: IE GCCA / GC/CSO/3/6

Title: Galway County Council / County Secretary's

Office / Administration/ Munitions (Shell 

Factory) file

Dates: 29 June 1916 -1 3  February 1918

Level of description Item

Extent: 5pp

CONTEXT
Creator(s): Galway county Council, County Secretary's

office / Galway Munitions Committee.

Archival History
Transferred from Galway County Council, Roads & Transportation section to 
Archives in 2013.

Archivist's Note
Listed by Patria McWalter, Archivist, 2014.

Scope and Content
Shell Factory: File of loose material relating to the a proposed Galway 
National Shell Factory, including details of a meeting held on 29 June 1916 in 
Galway between Directors of the Irish Area, Ministry of Munitions and 
various Councillors, such as James McDonnell (Chairman Galway County 
Council), Lawson, Naughton, and McDonagh, and also Fogarty (Co. 
Secretary), and later correspondence relating to uses for the factory 'when it 
ceases to be engaged in munition work1 (23 Oct 1918).

The minutes state 'It was understood that a Factory at the Granite works 

could be put in working order within about three months, by which time the 

Galway Girls who went away to Munitions Factories on the 26th inst would 

be trained and available fo r work in their home town.

The gentlemen who are interested in the establishment of a Shell Factory 

believe that the present circumstances all point to success, and think it would 

be very unwise to prejudice the present favourable situation, by formulating 

at this time any alternative Scheme...' (29 Jun 1916).

La n g u a g e  English

Galway County Council Archives 
Island House 
Cathedral Square 
Galway
Tel: 091 562471
www. galwav.ie/archives

If quoting from the archives please cite 

and reference all collections 
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M emorandum from  the

GENERAL MANAGER,
Broad stone, Dublin.

G r C  )c & > f * s / (? ($ )

11D/ 8 S/l V 6/ V C 58 5.

i f '  *
T o ........ : ! * & • . . r b - ' j z ^ ,

....... .GflÂ fclio y .

. l . ' I  t  h  . . I lQ  v c  m b o  £ 79 .... 1 8 .

Dear Mr* Fogarty,

Heedless to say I sympathise with you in your desire 

to keep the Factory at Galway* established for munitions purposes* 

going after the War, but at the moment I do not see how this 

Company could assist. However, I will look into the matter fur­

ther, consulting Mr. Morton, and write you again*

Yours faithfully,

Galw
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Gc J is & h J^  ^
All-Ireland Munitions & Government Supplies Committee/

The Lord Mayor of Cork. 
The Mayor of Clonmel. 
The Mayor of D rogheda.

The Mayor of W aterford. 
The Mayor of W exford. 
Sir James Long, J.P., Cork.

Ipresffcent:

The Lord Mayor of D ublin.

UMce=E>re0t&ent0 :

The Mayor of K ilkenny.
The Mayor of Limerick.
The Mayor of Sligo.

John O ’Neill, Esq., D ublin. | The Mayor of Londonderry

1bon. {Treasurers:

R. W. Booth, Esq., J.P. | H. M. Dockrell, Esq.

1bon. Secretary:

E. J. R iordan, Esq.

I02-103 G r a f t o n  S t r e e t ,

u v t t n j
28 iC Octi . /C ) 18

W. G .  tf\>gai t  v  E s q . ,

G a 1w av C o , C o . ,  O f f l o p ,

C o u r tb o u s p , GALWAY.

\Iy cpai Fogarty,

Tbp A li-Trplane Co^nittpp is still carrying on 

pi t( ‘ ivpiy, brt thp GpuPial Co^mittpp wet Lags arp not being belc 

ap f requeutly u? previously. Howevei, they are called whenever 

important business arises.

As you Vnovthe questlou of the utilisation of 

^  Wat louai fact01-1^  f0i Commercial purposes After the War has 

deceived a eonstdemble amount of attention by thp Committee, but it 

is so complex a problem that it still remains unsolved. Many of the 

best M wlumpp minds amongst the members of the Committee have striven 

unsuccessfully to find a solution.

J .  1 dplu',PC replying to your letter whilst I

tal^the matter over with a number of them, but T fBar there is

n o t b i n g  f u r t b p r  t o  a r<  t n  + r  -u
3 "  at T baw  stated above. Tt ioo1ts t0
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& C - jc - - j  s j k  C O

as it it w ill  he necessary for your local business men to put their 

heads together and see if  they ran evolve a sehp’iip tor utilising the 

Galway factory when it ceases to "be engaged iii mrnition worTc.

I shall let you have notice ot the next meeting of 

t*ie conitttep as soon as the date is t ixea.

Yours faithfully,

Galw
ay
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11 th yebmary, 1918

T»car S i r ,

y o u r  l e t t e r  r e  M e e t i n g  ter-errow e v e n i n g  o n l y  r e a c h e d  

me this naming) and I rcGret that at such short notice I am k» 

unable to alter arrangements proYieusly Bade. I notice that the _ 

report of Messrs Schiller and I.uasten concerninr the National 

factories in Ireland will be placed before the <!«*ittas for

their consideration an , as this which —  — *

remote parts of the Country are ?asxtiSKiariiJt interested, I 

am all the more sorry that X cannot be at the Hasting. There ae 

are, doubtless, points paints in regard to the administration 

of particular factories which open to criticism, and there may 

•Ten be points which"the whole policy of (national) factories
] V

n a y  be c r i t i c i s e d -

But »hen all is sain there remains the fact that direct

Governmental action is the only way in which many district, in

Ireland can hope to obtain any share in Munitions anr? Government

supply work, i M  I , therefore, respectfully submit that tne

Committee should doal with the interests of each VraYince

h a r i n g  d u e  r e v a r &  t o  l o c a l  c i r c u m s t a ;  c e s .

y o u r s  f a i t h f u l l y

E .  J .  Riorclan, K s q
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PROPOSED GALWAY NATIONAL !3MJ, PAiTTOEQf

Q ^ jc S o k )  L  (/)

Thuraduy,Juiio k&th 1916

Captain 5 Qwyiin 14.p. and Contains Kolly and Dovmin Director* of tti©
Irish Aroa ^liniutry of yunltoions woro uwt an arrival of thg fail ti
by ukssrs MoJDono^/ Lawson, Cloary j^jmolAun^jydunjIIia^htunpCrriff in 
Youra:, Konny, Konnoy, yianor. rojsarty.

i 4« U<> . n , .n i i I m . i >4 ii t  i ' h o  D i . i  i jiu ir U<i i ’. 1
Council apologising

ko n n y § n o n  o y ,  u m u  f ; u; ->u ^  •
A conforone** was subsovftonily mad at tho Hallway Hottai. 
?olagrom fro i j’r Jawos ;aolXmnuiifChairfciunfCoimoy Hu unci 

for his un.*voidubio ubaoncu was roud*
Co auni cations wore subriittod as follows:*
Mr J Kotlaond ,:.P. * ><ui uu lua vor^ bust to got (Suiway a Shell 

Futffcory"

that
norci a .-ia* •'••• * «  ̂ '»*” * ' •  *-  -v»#
tho 3roit5Ct is un^iiriouaiy a > ,rovud aiui roco.i u,nuod to tny rJnisyry ty 
tho Alii Irtriluiui Oo aittoo in vi«w of tha naod ul industrial revival in 

l/.und tho sacrifices txuiu by thu City in non * aid money towards tho 
i.ro»<iCutio‘i of t- ur. '.rat tho local conditions ua tw j>r<3.•-usestpo^orf 
labour and ort >,,vo boon rduortod to bo "idwd- . r ,

Curtain (rwynn adaroasa tho ;W U n ^  and o i .a A u  ^  negotiations oo 
dato.arid seat 'd tliat ho understood a miiicult} 5%isSWB. »asi in con* 
Auction with tho joasibility of tho plant boing W <  n ovor locally
and utixia juaffcur the *ar»

It wtia uointsd out that ** ^onorai ii^noorira; Works in uul*uy 
*ould offt>r% /'oaw uoaaibi-itioa of auceoaa and that such i&ellitios
as would b-> ,i-v ..r - . ?5
in tl s \tlontic aid fwvu *o b*> to »*od hundrodu oi r;ix^s *o o ;o v<ortn ol 
Ireland. Cork. Scotland or outha%jton. i r  the cusc of a Naval on^s^s* 

luntic Gui • -v would bo thu noaroat Ajor ;  «in&
ther i is aiso nowd for f in i t io s  lor r:iu >or Eiidtitjy u?m rupairs; lo 
riulcisip of a"ricuuuurtu i uu*- iontb,*ind tlio r«;)jiurxn^ ol ijucniitury or 
loc.il wooion ana oohor workii whiofi hicra now to bo dono at othor contros

CttuUin Koiiy a jatod thoro -aa u dim ciuV/ in «bt.an*«ig ^«vr4ul 
mil uduioiv for !JhoU Faototuoo.una U »t  oohor work (bon
t-iii 1 11 <it »v̂£*o iiiuii *4i> obtainod. i« ■» •

Aak> d aa to ah-jthor 'tlio work )io luai xti maiio wu;-o.a j.rojuuisu t;-o clam 
of Ckilwuy for a !Jhoi.i 3’actory Ciyttdn Kuixy rit.iin.-d that bt. v.ouiu not _

^1 ,<0/Vftor'diacuasion th<# v i o f  tho tamitiiu? wa» that tbo •«08u*^® *
thutt mtoricU-a for a!u»4x »aro ujwbo,-aji.uuo »ua ono tnut could
not bo 8‘>rioualy takon.Ailo u» to ■ ua'iintiry (.aawitji iad t«ion aea.-roa

. . j   ̂ -A  .. i
a Factory at ttw Oran it* ..orka couaa bo put

in worki!i{5 ordor «ithin about tJtjftw »*»»th», uy
Ciirl* who wont ,V: to t'um jion K ..otorioa on tho a > 4 1 mat *ouia bo
trainoa and for ^ori: xn tlioir hoiio oown* <jW„h

T*io >wvAtx.mn ..ho <j*o mtor..»-.«d in t,

n.od.aiork a^o  aa which ..ouxd “Lko  .01, ^o«.ciaOxo ^ r u ^ .^ n t  xn Jh« 
cireu-wtijicoa of tho town. lntonao *ao.u. intoroat 10 toKen xn bns.

^ C a i S ^  ^ i f i i d  Koiiy, aubao^ontiy

tonoSd^iibixlty  & « r o d  &  A m

* u l Tho iiulndu of^tho S»otinf; «a» cordxai^;. tond»;rd to Capbaina uwyim,

.AV arld |)o»Jli‘Ja
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