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Mr. Joun MoraN, County Surveyor.
Mr. THomas LALoR, Assistant County Surveyor.
Mr. ALrFrED CorNwALL, Assistant County Surveyor.

Mr. James HarpIMAN, Assistant County Surveyor, did not
attend the Enquiry, although directed by letter so to do.

Form 292. 2.—EvIDENCE of Mr. MoraN.—GENERAL.—AIl the Proposals under
Rk Rghty consideration were certified by Mr. Moran, County Surveyor,

on Form 22.

Mr. Moran stated that the Forms 22 were in respect of the
quarter ending June 30th, 1909

That he did not come into office as County Surveyor until
the 1st July, 1909, and in the middle of July found himself in
the position of having to deal with payments for a period when

he was not in office.

That in these circumstances he had to rely on the rcom-
mendations made to him by his Assistants.

That in two cases the Assistants did not forward their

written official reports to him in time, and

That every recommendation for payment made by him on
Form 22 was made in presence of the Assistants, and from
verbal advice given by them which he (Mr. Moran) relied on.

3. The Committee then proceeded to deal with each case, and fully
considered the Reports of the Assistanti,Surveyors and the
evidence they gave in explanation of the various items. This
evidence is enclosed herewith. It seems to the Sub-Committee
to disclose a very serious state of affairs.

The Sub-Committee regret to have to report that:—

1.—They consider the Reports of the Assistants in nearly every
case to be unsatisfactory and misleading.

Recommendation.

2.—They are of opinion that most of the payments under
consideration, recommended by the Assistants, were not
justified.

3.—The Committee could not but view with grave suspicion
the fact that in nearly every case in which the Contract
expired on the 30th of June, the Contractor was recom-
mended to be paid the full amount payable under the
Contract, which in some cases amounted to three * defers,”’
and one current quarter, and in this connection it is
scarcely necessary for the Committee to point out, that it
would be manifestly impossible for any Contractor to do
work on his road in the months of April, May and June,
which would justify the payment of money which had been
‘“deferred” on aceount of insufficient supplies of metal
having been put on the road in the winter months.

4.—The Sub-Committee unanimously recommend that the
Local Government Board be asked to hold a sworn inquiry,
and to report to the Council as to whether in the opinion
of the Board the recommendations for payment for the
quarter ending 30th June, 1909, made by Messrs. Cornwall,
Hardiman and Lalor, were bona-fide and justified.

Signed on behalf of the Committte,
J. A. GLYNN,

Chairman.
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