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C O M H A I R L E C H O N T A E N A G A I L L I M H F 

M I N U T E S O F M O N T H L Y M E E T I N G O F G A L W A Y 

C O U N T Y C O U N C I L H E L D A T T H E C O U N T Y 

B U I L D I N G S . G A L W A Y O N M O N D A Y , 19TH DECEMBER, 

1994 

CATHAOIRLEACH:- An C o m h a i r l e o i r P. O ' T u a t h a i l . 
I LATHAIR FREISIN; 

B a l l l ; C o u n c i l l o r s J. Brennan, J. Burke, 
W. Burke, T. Byrne, J. Callanan, 
Deputy P. Connaughton, E. 0 Cuiv, 
C o u n c i l l o r s M. Cunningham, M. 
Fahy, P. Finnegan, M. F i n n e r t y , 
S.Gavin, T. Hussey, M. Loughnane, 
J. Mannion, J. McClearn, 
Deputy P. McCormack, Senator J. 
McDonagh, C o u n c i l l o r s P. McHugh, 
M. M u l l i n s , C. N i Fh a t h a r t a , S. 
O'Neachtain, M. O ' N e i l l , 
P. 0 ' S u l l i v a n , K. Quinn, M.Regan, 
M. Ryan, E. V a r l e y and T. Walsh. 

O i f i a i a h : Messrs. D„ O'Doncghue, County 
Manager, J. C r o t t y , A/County 
Engineer, D. Nelson, A s s t . 

MttiMfe Co. Manager, R.C. K i l l e e n , 
^ ^ ^ B A/Deputy Co. Engineer, E. Lusby, 
^ ^ ^ H Finance O f f i c e r , P. Ridge, R. 
^ ^ ^ H Faherty, F. Gilmore, S.E.E.'s, 
^ ^ ^ H J. E i s i n g , A/S.E.E., D. 
^ ^ ^ B O'Connor, A/E.E., T. Coughlan, 
^ ^ ^ B A.O., J. O ' N e i l l , S.S.O., 
^ ^ ^ B C. O'Hara, S.O. and T. 
^ ^ ^ H Kavanagh, County Se c r e t a r y . 

Thosnaigh an c r i n n i u l e i s an p a i d i r . 

CONGRATULATIONS WKf- 2807 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n o f C o u n c i l l o r Gavin a l l t h e 
Members c o n g r a t u l a t e d Mr. Tom Coughlan on h i s 
appointment as County S e c r e t a r y , Clare County 
C o u n c i l . They complimented Mr. Coughlan on h i s 
e x c e l l e n t work w i t h t h e Council and mentioned a 
number o f p r o j e c t s which he was i n v o l v e d i n . The 
County Manager j o i n e d w i t h t h e Members i n 

© G
alw

ay
 C

ou
nty

 C
ou

nc
il A

rch
ive

s



c o n g r a t u l a t i n g Mr. Coughlan f o r the very s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n he^hacU mad© t o Galway County C o u n c i l . 
He s a i d t h a t - he-'-had'''recently assigned him a r o l e i n 
the promotion o f local'development and he had done an 
e x c e l l e n t j o b . He wished him and h i s f a m i l y every 
success. The County Manager a l s o mentioned t h e 
appointment bf Mr^, Jim McGovernas S e c r e t a r y t o t h e 
Western* Regicfnal A u t h o r i t y and the appointment of Mr. 
John Moran, Town- Cler k , B a l l i n a s l o e as A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
O f f i c e r w i t h S l i g o County Council,. 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r M u l l i n s , t h e Members 
o f f e r e d c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s t o the new Taoiseach and 
Cabinet and wished them w e l l . 

Ghlach an C a t h a o i r l e a c h comhghairdeachas l e i s an 
t-Uasal T. O'Cochlain as ucht an f i o r j o b a r i n n e se 
don'Comhairle. Ghabh se gach r a t h don R i a l t a s nua. 

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY 2808 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r Callanan, a 
R e s o l u t i o n of Sympathy was passed t o C o u n c i l l o r 
O ' S u l l i v a n on the death of h i s F a t h e r - i n - l a w . 

R e s o l u t i o n s of Sympathy were a l s o adopted w i t h t h e 
f o l l o w i n g : -

Mrs. Josephine Vaughan, Brackernagh, B a l l i n a s l o e . 
Mr. & Mrs. Johnny Clarke, Mayour, E y r e c o u r t , 
B a l l i n a s l o e . 

WINUTES 2809 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r Ryan, seconded by 
C o u n c i l l o r F i n n e r t y the Minutes of S p e c i a l Meeting of 
t h e Council h e l d on 4 t h November, 1994 were approved 
and signed by the Chairman. 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n of- C o u n c i l l o r Mannion, seconded by 
Senator McDonagh the Minutes of S p e c i a l Meeting of 
the Council h e l d on 11th November, 1994 were approved 
and signed by the Chairman. 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n ' o f Senator McDonagh, seconded by 
C o u n c i l l o r Gavin the Minutes of Estimates Meeting 
h e l d on 14th November, 1994 were approved ^and signed 
by the Chairman. 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r F i n n e r t y , seconded 
by C o u n c i l l o r Gavin the Minutes of S p e c i a l Meeting 
h e l d on 21st November, 1994 were approved and signed 
by the Chairritei^rii^--' 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n of Ccnancildor ^ 0 ' S u l l i v a n , seconded 
by C o u n c i l l o r Mannion 'the-Mtnutes' of Monthly Meeting 
h e l d on •28th November, 1994 were approved and signed 
by t h e Chairman. . • 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n of C o u n c i l l o r ' . F i n n e r t y , seconded 
by C o u n c i l l o r Finnegan the Minutes of. the. Adjourned 
Estimates Meeting h e l d on 2nd, December, 1^94 were 
approved and signed by t h e Chairman. 

DECLARATION OF ROAD TO BE A PUBLIC ROAD 2810 

On the p r o p o s i t i o n o f An C o m h a i r l e o i r O'Neachtain, 
seconded by An C o m h a i r l e o i r N i Fhathacta t h e 
f o l l o w i n g road was d e c l a r e d to.be a p u b l i c road, the 
necessary procedures having b e i n g complied w i t h . 
L i m l s t e a r T u a r a s c a i l 
I n n e a l t o i r e a c h t 

Casla Bothar ag tosnu ag gabhal l e 
b o t h a r chondae 2S4 agus ag d u l 
a r aghaidh Bpix: q t h u a i d h a r 
feadh 39.5 meadar i mbaile' 
f e a r a i n n C i l l Ronan. 

ELECTION OF REPRESENTATIVE OF QALWAY C&UNTY 2811 

COUNCIL ON GOVERNING BODY OF U,C,Q. 

The S e c r e t a r y s t a t e d t h a t a l l the necessary 
procedures had been complied w i t h i n c o n n e ction w i t h 
the e l e c t i o n o f a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of Galway: County 
Cou n c i l on t h e Governing Body o f U n i v e r s i t y College 
Galway. The l a s t date f o r submission of completed 
nomination papers was 25th Noveiriber, 1994". One 

• nomination was r e c e i v e d signed by C o u n c i l l o r Mannion 
and Senator McDonagh nominating C c u n q i i l o r Tiernan 
Walsh as t h e Council's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . That 
nomination was now b e f o r e the C o u n c i l . 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n o f C o u n c i l l o r Ryan, seconded by 
C o u n c i l l o r Mannion i t was r e s o i v e d t h a t Galway County 
Cou n c i l nominate C o u n c i l l o r Tiernan Walsh as the 
Council's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e on t h e Governing Body of 
U n i v e r s i t y College Galway f o r the period.- o f o f f i c e 
commencing the 1st of February 1995-.. 

LOUGHREA BY-PASS 2812 

Report of County S e c r e t a r y datS^-3:3/12/94 which had 
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been c i r c u l a t e d w i t h the Agenda was submitted. The 
S e c r e t a r y went throu^ri'/thfe Report saying t h a t t h e 
By-pass had been under c 6 r i s i d e r a t i o n f o r t h e past 25 
years and was now a t a c r i t i c a l stage and s h o u l d be 
s u b m i t t e d t o the N a t i o n a l Roads A u t h o r i t y as soon as 
p o s s i b l e . . T^e Loughrea Area Committee had 
recommended its ' . a d O p t i b n , ' Mr. Jack E i s i r i g , A c t i n g 
Senior Executive Engineer' then addressed the Meeting 
o u t l i n i n g d e t a i l s of", the By-Pass on a l a r g e map. He 
gave d e t a i l s o f ^ the annual average d a i l y t r a f f i c on 
the N6^in the v i c i n i t y o f Loughrea as 7,800 v e h i c l e s 
per day which was expected t o r i s e t o 17,000 v e h i c l e s 
over the next 20 years. He s a i d t h a t t h e r o u t e 
chosen i s the best r o u t e and i t was e s t i m a t e d t h a t i t 
would, d i v e r t 85% of the t r a f f i c from t h e town. He 
gave d e t a i l s o f the t h r e e b r i d g e s i n c l u d e d i n t h e 
By-pass. 

C o u n c i l l o r Regan proposed t h a t the p r o p o s a l be 
accepted. He s a i d t h a t the Loughrea Area Committee 
had agreed t o recommend i t and i t had been under 
d i s c u s s i o n f o r the l a s t 25 years. He s a i d i t would 
be impossible t o f i e s i g n a By-pass 4.7 km l o n g which 
would please evex-ybody* The Council had made 
adjustments as f a r aS was reasonably p o s s i b l e . I t 
had been agreed a t the Area Meeting t h a t o t h e r roads 
would be i n c l u d e d i n the submission f o r upgrading and 
l i g h t i n g . -

C o u n c i l l o r McCleam s a i d t h a t the Loughrea By-pass 
had been a d i f f i c u l t i ssue over t h e years and t h e 
present proposal was the best t o come f o r w a r d and 
i n c l u d e d a number of amendments which had been 
requested. He seconded C o u n c i l l o r Regan's p r o p o s a l . 
He asked t h a t " the Council would deal f a i r l y i n 
n e g o t i a t i o n s w i t h landowners and appealed t o t h e 
Members t o adopt the p r o p o s a l . 

C o u n c i l l o r Fahy supported the proposal and s a i d t h a t 
i t would be an enhancement t o the town and 
environment. He s a i d i t was c l o s e t o t h e town and 
would h e l p the town.to develop p r o p e r l y . 

C o u n c i l l o r Loughnane s a i d he wanted t o make 
submissions f o r l i g h t i n g and o t h e r s a f e t y measures on 
roads adj a c e n t t o the By-pass. He proposed t h a t 
Route L i g h t i n g be p r o v i d e d from Greeneenagh i n t o town 
t o f a c i l i t a t e workers and p e d e s t r i a n s u s i n g t h a t 
road. He a l s o proposed Route L i g h t i n g a t the o t h e r 
end of the By-pass and the upgrading of the road from 
B r i d e S t r e e t t o the Bridge on the By-pass. He s a i d 
the Portlands Roa4 needs improvement. 

C o u n c i l l o r W. Burke s a i d t h a t t h e By-pass was l o n g 
overdue and, h^ ^^upported the present p r o p o s a l . He 
s a i d t h a t i t ^ W^s..impossible t o meet everybody's 
requirements and no f'^^ther delay should be a l l o w e d . 

C o u n c i l l o r Cunningham supported the proposal and 
acknowledged t h e submissions which had been taken 
i n t o account by the O f f i c i a l ^ ; ' He asked f o r the f u l l 
s upport of the C o u n c i l . 

C o u n c i l l o r Byrne a l s o ' supported the By-pass saying 
t h a t i t was l o n g overdue.'' I n , r e l a t i o n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Loughnane's addenda, he said','that he would have no 
o b j e c t i o n t o i n c l u d i n g these i f t h i s was p o s s i b l e . 
Deputy Connaughton, C o u n c i l l o r s O'Neachtain, J. 
Burke, O ' S u l l i v a n a l s o s u p p o r t e d the p r o p o s a l saying 
t h a t t h e t r a f f i c was choking the town and t h e By-pass 
would enable t h e town t o develop p r o p e r l y . 

The County Manager s a i d t h a t the Loughrea_ By-_pas's was 
l o n g overdue and i t was i m p o r t a n t ' t o p u t i n p l a c e the 
next p l a n n i n g stage. Loughrea was one o f t h e 
remaining b o t t l e - n e c k s on t h e N a t i o n a l Route and w i t h 
an_ e s t i m a t e d annual i n c r e a s e i n t r a f f i c o f 6,5% the 
s i t u a t i o n would become i n t o l e r a b l e . He s a i d t h a t the 
a d d i t i o n a l requests agreed, a t the Area Meeting and 
mentioned a t to-days meeting would be i n c l u d e d i n the 
submission t o t h e N a t i o n a l Roads A u t h o r i t y b u t t h e r e 
was no guarantee t h a t they would be accepted. He 
s a i d a l o t o f work had t o be done y e t and the m a t t e r 
was now u r g e n t . I n r e p l y t o C o u n c i l l o r Loughhane he 
c o n f i r m e d t h a t the p r o v i s i o n of l i g h t i n g a t b o t h ends 
of t h e By-pass and the upgrading of Caheronaun Road 
would be i n c l u d e d i n t h e submission. 

The, p r o p o s a l was agreed unanimously. 

PROGRESS REPORTS - SANITARY SERVBCES SCHEMES 2813 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n o f Counci'llor Mannion, i t was 
agreed t h a t p r e s e n t a t i o n s be made t o the meeting i n 
r e l a t i o n t o items 4 and 5 b u t t h a t .there be no 
d i s c u s s i o n and the items be p u t on the agenda f o r the 
January Meeting. 

Report of A s s i s t a n t County Mslnager, Mr. Nelson dated 
13th December, 1994 had been . c i r c u l a t e d p r i o r t o the 
meeting. The r e p o r t was d i v i d e d i n t o f i v e s e c t i o n s . 
S e c t i o n 1 r e f e r r e d t o schemes which are a l r e a d y i n 
progress- S e c t i o n 2 s e t s out the schemes f o r which 
a s s i s t a n c e under t h e E.U. Cohesion Fund has been or 
w i l l be sought. Sections 3 and 4 p r o v i d e d e t a i l s of 
s.chemes which w i l l r e q u i r e exchequer f u n d i n g ( i . e . 
Non Cohesion Fund A p p l i c a t i o n s ) S e c t i o n 5 g i v e s an 
idea of the f i n a n c i a l and oth^er i r m p l i c a t i c n s f o r the 
Council a r i s i n g from i t s S a n i t a r y ' Services C a p i t a l 
Programme. ^ 

Mr. Paul Ridge, Senior Executive Engineer then made a 
p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e me e t i ^ ^ " ^ u s i n g an over-head 
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p r o j e c t o r . He f i r s t spoke about d r i n k i n g water 
q u a l i t y and r e f e r r e d t o the surface water d i r e c t i v e 
and d r i n k i n g water d i r e c t i v e . He then spoke about 
waste water discharges and the urban waste water 
d i r e c t i v e . He then e k p l a i n e d the p l a n n i n g process i n 
r e l a t i o n t o C a p i t a l - S a n i t a r y Schemes : Stage l -
design b r i e f , 'Stag^ \ - - p r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t , Stage 3 -
c o n t r a c t dociimertts', Stage 4 - t e n d e r i n g process. He 
ex p l a i n e d the n e c e s s i t y t o a d v e r t i s e i n t h e E.U. 
Jou r n a l where t h e . e s t i m a t e d cost exceeded a c e r t a i n 
t h r e s h o l d . Mr. Ridgter then Explained t h e two types of 
E.U. Funding i . e . E.R.D.F. and Cohesion. He then 
gave d e t a i l s o f the th r e e p r o j e c t s f o r which 
a s s i s t a n c e linder E.U. Cohesion Funding i s b e i n g 
sought. These are;-

(a) • Lough Derg Catchment P r o t e c t i o n Scheme. 

(b) N o r t h Gaiway Water and Sewerage P r o j e c t . 

(c) Connemara Environmental P r o j e c t . 

Mr. Ridge e x p l a i n e d the p r i n c i p l e o b j e c t i v e s of each 
scheme and the proposed s t r a t e g i e s t o achieve these 
o b j e c t i v e s - F i n a l l y Mr. Ridge spoke about t h e 
esti m a t e d cost o f the schemes, the f u n d i n g a v a i l a b l e 
from E.R.D.F, and Cohesion Funds over the p e r i o d of 
the N a t i o n a l Plan and a l s o the cost o f maintenance. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Ridge f o r h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

WASTE M A N A O i M E N T STRATEGY 1995 ° 2015 2814 

A d i s c u s s i o n dociament on Waste Management S t r a t e g y 
had been c i r c u l a t e d t o the Members p r i o r t o t h e 
meeting. Mr. R, Faherty, Senior Executive Engineer, 
Environment then made a p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e meeting 
on t h e s u b j e c t u s i n g the over-head p r o j e c t o r . He 
s a i d t h a t the r e p o r t c i r c u l a t e d was a d i s c u s s i o n 
document and he thanked Mr. Denis O'Connor, A c t i n g 
Executive Engineer f o r h i s a s s i s t a n c e i n p u t t i n g i t 
t o g e t h e r . He s a i d t h a t w h i l e i t w^s necessary t o 
mention o t h e r Local A u t h o r i t i e s i n the r e p o r t , i t d i d 
not i n v o l v e them i n any commitment. Mr.- Faherty t h e n 
spoke about waste management p o l i c y i n I r e l a n d and 
waste d i s p o s a l l e g i s l a t i o n i n c l u d i n g E.U. d i r e c t i v e s . 
He spoke about e x i s t i n g waste d i s p o s a l i n County 
Gaiway, the remaining dumps and t h e i r l i f e - s p a n . He 
then d e a l t w i t h the proposed s t r a t e g y which was a 
j o i n t approach by the County Co u n c i l ' and t h e 
Corpo r a t i o n f o r the development o f one l a n d f i l l s i t e 
t o setve b o t h ar^eas; I n c l u d e d i n h i s p r e s e n t a t i o n 
Mr. Faherty r e f e r r e d t o waste p r e v e n t i o n , 
m i n i m i s a t i o n , reilse and r e c y c l i n g and showed s l i d e s 
of a t r a n s f e r s t a t i o n i n County W a t e r f o r d and a new 
l a n d f i l l s i t e i n County Kerry. He a l s o touched on 

v a r i o u s c o s t i n g s . ceji'.--

The Chairman _ tJlapke,cl^o - , Faherty f o r h i s 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . The Coupty Manager s a i d t h a t the 
ma t t e r would-be on the,-age^da again, f o r the January 
Meeting a i ^ i f t h e Cou n c i l wished arrangements could 
be made ,to v i s i t t h e n,ew l a n d l r i X l s i t e i n Kerry. 

LOCAL rMPROVEMENT SCHEMES 2815 

Report from County S e c r e t a r y dated 13th December, 
1994 was c i r c u l a t e d t o each Member w i t h the agenda. 
The m a t t e r arose from a suggestion a t the Estimates 
Meeting t h a t L o c a l Improvement Schemes should be 
c a r r i e d out by c o n t r a c t . The r e p o r t d i d not 
recommend any change i n t h e present system. The 
r e p o r t was approved. 

OPERATIONAL PROGRAMME FOR LOCAL, URBAN AND RURAL 2816 

PEVELOPMENT 

A copy o f ,the O p e r a t i o n a l Programme f o r Local, Urban 
and R u r a l Development had been c i r c u l a t e d t o each 
Member w i t h t h e Agenda. The ..Secretary s a i d t h a t i t 
was c i r c u l a t e d f o r i n f o r m a t i o n purposes and gave a 
brief;-summary o f i t . I t was decided t o put t h e 
m a t t e r on t h e agenda f o r the January Meeting. 

HEDQECUTTINa 2817 

I t . was agreed t o d e f e r t h i s i t e m t o the January 
Meeting. 

CONFERENCES 2818 

On t h e p r o p o s i t i o n o f C o u n c i l l o r Mannion, seconded by 
C o u n c i l l o r Ryan, the atten d a n c e - o f C o u n c i l l o r Walsh 
i n s t e a d o f C o u n c i l l o r J. Burke a t a conference on 
Coastal E r o s i o n i n Wexford on 27/5/1994 was approved. 

BUSINESS SUBMITTED BY THE COUNTY MANAGER 2819 

• FIVE YEAR ROADS PLAN V ^ . 

The S e c r e t a r y s t a t e d t h a t the Fiye^ Year Roads Plan 
had been c i r c u l a t e d t o each Memlper. ,and would be 
considered a t the Area Meetings- " f - • 
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SMALL WATER AND SEWERAGE PROGRAMME 

The S e c r e t a r y advised the Members t h a t s a n c t i o n had 
been r e c e i v e d from the Department of the Environment 
of a g r a n t o f £75,000 i n respect of t h e Carraroe 
Villa^ge Water/Sewerage Supply. Ke s a i d t h a t the 
Cou n c i l had . su b m i t t e d two schemes under t h e sma l l 
schemes p r o j e c t s and t h a t a g r a n t of £75,000 f o r t h e 
o t h e r scheme i . e . Portumna Water had been n o t i f i e d 
e a r l i e r i n t h e year. 

Gaibh an C a t h a o i r l e a c h buiochas don B a i n i s t e o i r as an 
Io n a thug se dos na C o m h a i r l e o i r i agus g u i se N o l l a g 
Shona a r gach einne. 

COUNCILLORS N Q I I f i i S Q L M O m 

H.OM. NO. 12 ' ROADS»CLLR„ P. MCHUQH 2820 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
McHugh:-

"The above l o c a t i o n i s being examined a t present w i t h 
a view t o having works c a r r i e d out under Community 
Employment Scheme. Any as s i s t a n c e t h a t might be 
gi v e n by t h e Local Community Council i . e . drawings, 
plans e t c . would be welcome." 

-( 

N.O.M. NO. 13 - PARKING AREA - CLLR. P. MCHUGH 2821 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
McHugh:-

"The above l o c a t i o n i s be,ing examined a t present w i t h 
a view t o having works c a r r i e d out under Community 
Employment Scheme. Any as s i s t a n c e t h a t might be 
gi v e n by the Local Community Council i . e . drawings, 
plans e t c . would be welcome." 

N.O.M. NO. 14 - ROAD • DEP. 1 , O'CUIV 2822 

:The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e o l y was g i v e n t o Deputy 
O'Cuiv:-

"The above road i s not i n charge of t h e Co u n c i l . 
The estimated cost f o r b r i n g i n g t h e road up t o the 
r e q u i r e d standard f o r t a k i n g i n charge i s £2,200." 

N.O.M- NO. 16 - R O A D S ^ - C L l l i . S. O NEACHTAIN 2823 

The f o l l o w i n g - w r i t t e n rfeply- Wfie' "given t o C o u n c i l l o r 
O'Neachtain: - ' ' ' ^ f ' ' 

" I s et out hereunder the' t 5 t a l numberr.of men employed 
by Galway County C o u n c i l from 1979 t o - date. 
Road workers a r e no l o n g e r b e i n g r e p l a c e d on a 
permanent b a s i s b u t men are r e c r u i t e d as r e q u i r e d on 
a temporary b a s i s . 

1979 752 
1980 650 
1981 591 
1982 538 
1983 495 
1984 408 
1985 413 
1986 383 
1987 355 
1988 286 
1989 - 286 
1990 274 
1991 271 
1992 268 
1993 247 
1994 246 

N.O.M. NO. 1 7 - HOUSING - CLLR. J , BURKE^ 2824 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
J. Burke:-

" I t i s , in t e n d e d t o examine housing maintenance 
p r a c t i c e s d u r i n g 1995. The Housing Repair Programme 
i s d e a l t w i t h on a p r i o r i t y basis.. Repairs w i l l be 
c a r r i e d out by a combination o f d i r e c t l a b o u r and 
c o n t r a c t works t o p r o v i d e the best r e t u r n f o r t h e 
resources a v a i l a b l e . " 

N.O.M. NO. 18 - ROADS - CLLR. M. CUNNINQHAM 2825 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Cunningham:- ' . . / 

"The above works i n v o l v e r e - a l i g n m e n t . The c a r r y i n g 
out of such works on County Roads i s not "considered a 
p r i o r i t y w h i l e funds remain scarce." © G
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N.O.M. NO. 19 - PUBLIC LIGHTING - CLLR. M. CUNNINGHAM 2826 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Cunningham:-

"The above l o c a t i o n w i l l be considered when p r e p a r i n g 
t h e 1995 P u b l i c L i g h t i n g Programme." 

f L Q J L N O - 20 ~ LIGHTS • CLLR. M. CUNNINGHAM 2827 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Cunningham: -

"This l o c a t i o n w i l l be considered a l o n g w i t h o t h e r s 
under the 1995 Road Works Programme." 

N.O.M. NO. 21 - CAR PARKING - CLLR. M. FAHY 2828 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Fahy:-

"The removal of c l a y banks a t sibove l o c a t i o n i n 1995 
w i l l be considered i f funds a l l o w . The p r o v i s i o n o f 
car p a r k i n g area o u t s i d e Kileeneen N a t i o n a l School i s 
a m a t t e r f o r the school a u t h o r i t i e s . " 

N.O.M. NO. 22 • PARKING SIGN - CLLR, M. FAHY 2829 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Fahy:-

"Parking takes p l a c e on the p u b l i c road a t above 
l o c a t i o n . There i s no l e g a l r e s t r i c t i o n on t h i s 
s e c t i o n of road and t h e p r o v i s i o n of no p a r k i n g l i n e s 
on the road i s not a p p r o p r i a t e . " 

N.O.M- NO. 23 - MGHTINQ - CLLR. M, FAHY 2830 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Fahy:-, 

"The above l o c a t i o n i s the N a t i o n a l Primary Route 
N.18. The p r o v i s i o n of T r a f f i c Route L i g h t i n g on 
such r o u t e s i s dependant on funds be i n g made 
a v a i l a b l e by the N a t i o n a l Road A u t h o r i t y . The 
c o u n c i l has not y e t been n o t i f i e d o f t h e 1995 Road 
Grants a l l o c a t i o n s . " 

N.O.M. NO. 24 - ROAD - C L L ^ M. LQUGHNANE 2831 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 

Loughnane:- - • ̂  r 

"The c a r r y i n g out of above ,works under the 1995 Road 
Works Programme i s n o t 'considered a p r i o r i t y . 
However, t h i s road i s i n c l u d e d under the D r a f t 5 
Year Roads Programme f o r 1396." 

N.O.M. NO. 25 - DRAINAGE - CLLR- M, LOUGHNANE 2832 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
Loughnane :-

"The above d r a i n w i l l be cleaned as soon as p o s s i b l e . 
The p r o v i s i o n o f pipes i s not warranted." 

N.O.M. NO. 26 - SIGN POST - SEN. J . MCDONAQH 2833 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o Senator 
McDonagh:-

" I t i s not Council p o l i c y t o p r o v i d e such signs on 
N a t i o n a l Routes." 

N.O.M. NO. 27 - SIGNS - SEN. J . MCDONAGH 2834 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o Senator 
McDonagh:-

"The p r o v i s i o n o f school f l a s h i n g l i g h t s a t above 
l o c a t i o n w i l l be considered along w i t h o t h e r s i n t h e 
^preparation o f the 1995 Road Works Programme." 

N.O.M. NO, 28 - ROAD - SEN. J , MCDONAGH 2835 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o Senator 
McDonagh:-

"This m a t t e r i s bein g i n v e s t i g a t e d a t present and i t 
i s hoped t o have a r e p l y a v a i l a b l e ,for the next 
meeting". 

N.O.M. NO. 29 - BOTHAR - COMH. C, NB FHATHARTA 2836 

Seo leanas an f r e a g r a a tugadh 'do''n Co m h a i r l e o i r N i 
Fhatharta:-

"Beidh muid ag c u i r comhartha^^iraff'-ag an l a t h a i r 
t h u a i s l u a i t e go g a i r i d . " . - r ^ -
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N.O.M. NO. 30 - GOSAN - COMH. C. Nl FHATHARTA 

Seo leanas i n f r e a g r a ^ a tugadh do'n C o m h a i r l e o i r N i 
Fhath a r t a : -

" N i l se aT i n t i n n ' ag an gComhairle Contae cosan a 
c h u i r a r f a i l ag an l a t h a i r seo , mar n i l muid indhon 
c a o i a c h o i n n e ^ i l ar na c i n n a t a againn f a o i l a t h a i r 
t o i s c ganntanas a i r g i d . 

HJOM. NO. 3 m O U S I N G - CLLR. C. Nl FHATHARTA 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
N i F h a t h a r t a i -

"Repairs were c a r r i e d out t o t h i s house d u r i n g 1993. 
The d w e l l i n g was inspected a g a in i n e a r l y December 
1994 and minor i t e i r ^ of r e p a i r remained t o be d e a l t 
w i t h . These r e p a i r s are ongoing a t p r e s e n t . I t i s 
hoped t h a t they would be completed w i t h i n t h e next 
month." 

N , a M , NO. 32 ^ BOTHAR - T i A C H T A O'CUIV 

Seo leanas an f r e a g r a a tugadh do'n Teachta O'Cuiv:-

"Beidh muid ag de^namh an o b a i r seo an chead B h l i a i n 
e i l e . " 

N.O.M. NO. 33 - I Q I H A R - TEACHTA E. O'CUIV 

Seo leanas an f r e a g r a a tugadh do'n Teachta O'Cuiv:-

"3eidh muid ag scrudu an cas seo n u a i r a bheidh muid 
ag cur an c l a r o i b r e X995 l e chexle." 

N.O.M. NO. 34 - BOTHAR - TEACHTA E, O'CUIV 

Seo leanas an f r e a g r a a tugadh do'n Teachta O'Cuiv:-

"Beidh muid ag deanamh o b a i r d e i s i u c h a n ag an l a t h a i r 
-thuas l u a i t e go g a i r i d . " i 

N . a M . MO. 35 - BOTHAR - COMH. O'NEACHTAIN 

Seo leanas an f r e a g r a a tugadh do'n C o m h a i r l e o i r 
O'Neachtain:-

"Beidh^muid ag scrudu an cds seo n u a i r a bheidh muid 
[cuT^^'^^p.^r o i b r e 1995 l e c h e i l e . " 

N.O.M. NO, 36 • BRIDGE - CLLR, S . O'NEACHTAIN 2843 

The f o l l o w i n g ; w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
O'Neachtain:-

"Ap p r o p r i a t e s i g n s w i l l , be p r o v i d e d a t the above 
l o c a t i o n as soon as p o s s i b l e . " 

N.O.M. NO. 37 - ROAD - CLLR. S. 6 'NEACHTAIN 2844 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was gi v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
O'Neachtain:-

"This m a t t e r i s bein g i n v e s t i g a t e d a t pr e s e n t . " 

N.O.M. NO. 38 - ROAD - CLLR, P. O SULUVAN 2845 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was gi v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
0 ' S u l l i v a n : -

"A design has been prepared f o r the above l o c a t i o n . 
The c a r r y i n g out of the above works i s considered a 
p r i o r i t y and w i l l be c a r r i e d out. i n 1995 s u b j e c t t o 
f u n d i n g . " 

N.O.M. NO. 39 - ROAD - CLLR. P, O'SULLBVAN 2846 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
O ' S u l l i v a n : -

"This road was r e c e n t l y i n s p e c t e d and was considered 
t o be i n a s a t i s f a c t o r y s t a t e o f r e p a i r . However, 
i f f u r t h e r d e t a i l s are s u p p l i e d the mat t e r w i l l be 
f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t e d . " 

N.O.M. NO. 40 - FLOODING - CLLR- E. VARLEY 2847 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was g i v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
V a r l e y : -

"Remedial works w i l l be c a r r i e d out a t the above 
l o c a t i o n under the 1995 Road Works Programme." 

N.O.M. NO- 41 - FLOODING - CLLR. E, VAf rLEY 2848 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was given"'to C o u n c i l l o r 
V a r l e y : -
"Remedial works w i l l be caxiri^d'^^out' a t the above 
l o c a t i o n under the 1995 Road Wo^S^'Programme. " 
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C O M H A I R L E C H O N T A E N A G A I L L I M H E 

f G a l w a v C o u n t y C o u n c i l ) 

O i f i g an Runai, 
Arus an Chontae, 
GAILLIMH. 

13 N o l l a i g , 1994. 

CHUIG QACH BALL PE'N CHOMHAIRLE/ 

A Chara, 

l a r r t a r o r t l e i s seo b h e i t h i l a t h a i r ag c r u i n n i u 
M i o s i u l de Chomhairle Chontae na G a i l l i m h e a t h i o n o l f a r i n s 
na F o i r g n i t h e Chontae, G a i l l i m h e De Luain, an 19 u l a 
N o l l a i g , 1994, ag tosnu a r a 3.30 a chlog sa t r a t h n o n a . 

Mise. l e meas. 
T. 0 CAOMHANAIGH, 
JOTAX^.. „ 

A G E N D A 

1. C o n s i d e r a t i o n of Minutes of the f o l l o w i n g Meetings: 
(a) Minutes of Special Meeting h e l d on 11th November, 

1994. 

(b) Minutes of Estimates Meeting h e l d on 14th November, 
1994.. 

(c) Minutes of Special Meeting h e l d on 21st November, 
1994. 

(d) Minutes of Monthly Meeting h e l d on the 28t h 
November, 1994. 

(e) Minutes of Adjourned Estimates Meeting h e l d on 

2nd December, 1994. 
2. D e c l a r a t i o n of Road co be a P u b l i c Road ( L i s t 

a ctached). 

3. E l e c t i o n of Re p r e s e n t a t i v e of Galway County Council on 
Governing Body of U.C.G. 

4. Loughrea Bye-Pass - Report h e r e w i t h . 

5. Progress Report - S a n i t a r y Services Schemes. 

6. Waste Management S t r a t e g y 1995 - 2015 - Discussion 
Document. 

7. Local Improvement Schemes - Report h e r e w i t h . 

8. O p e r a t i o n a l Programme f o r L o c a l , Urban and Rural 
Development. 

9. Hedgecutting. 

10. Business s u b m i t t e d by the Chairman. 

11. Business s u b m i t t e d by the County Manager. 

» 
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M I N E S ' O F ' M O N T H L Y MEETING HELD 0N_19/12/94 

N.O.M. NO. 42 • ROAD - CLLR. E. VARLEY 2849 

The f o l l o w i n g w r i t t e n r e p l y was gi v e n t o C o u n c i l l o r 
V a r l e y : -
"The c a r r y i n g out of works a t the above l o c a t i o n w i l l 
be considered i n the p r e p a r a t i o n of t h e 1 9 9 5 Road 
Works Programme." y 

r n ^ l Q C H M A I G H AN C m M N J M A N S l M -

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE NA GAILLIMHE 
GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL Post Offic« Box N a 2 7 , 

County Buildings, 
Prosp«ct Hil l , 
Gatwav-
M O THAG 

Mv R>f. 

00 rMAG 

BOSCA POtST UIMHIR 2 7 , 

ARAS A N C H O N T A E . 

C N O C NA RAOHAf lC. 

GAtLLIMH. 
(091) 63151 

Ext 
fax Na 10911 65817 

N6 - Loughrea Bypass 
Introduction 

The bypass of the town of Loughrea has been under consideration for a number of 
years, with vanous proposals for unprovmg the flow of traffic in the town datmg as far back as 
the 1968 Development Plan. 

At present, the Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) on the N6 m the vicmity of 
Loughrea is approximately 7,800 vehicles per day, with 12% of these vehicles being Heavy 
Commercial Vehicles (HCVs). Over the next 20 years, it is anUcipated that the AADT will 
mcrease to approximately 17,000 vehicles per day, of which 2,040 would be HCVs. In the 
light of this anticipated growth m traffic, the construction of the bypass will be of vital 
importance for the development of the town. 

It IS anncipated that the cost of the scheme wiU be m the region of £7.5 million. 

Proposed Bypass 
The comdor of the proposed bypass is to the north of the town. The road will be a 2 x 

2 lane dual carriageway wi& an 8 metre central reserve, 3.75 m. width lanes, 3 metre hard 
shoulders and 2 metre verges. 

The length of the proposed bypass is approximately 4.7 km. Based on 
ongin/destination surveys done in 1985, it is estimated that 85% of the current traffic through 
the town will divert to the bypass. It is also estimated that the journey tune will be reduced by 
approxunaiely 66% over die current situation. 

JMnction Design, 
The proposed bypass intercepts five regional and county roads, namely the Athenry 

Road, die Raruddy Road, the BuUaun Road, the Danesfort Road and die Greeneeoagh Road. 
The Athenry Road and Raniddy Road will be serviced by a bridge over the bypass at the 
western end of the route. The BuUaun Road will be accommodated by a second bndge, and the 
Danesfort Rd and Greeneeoagh Rd will be serviced by a thu-d bndge at the eastern end of the 
project. 

Planning and ImplemynUtion 
The Loughrea Bypass is included in the Operational Programme for Transport 1994-

1999, the mdicative construction period bemg 1996-1998. 
The Loughrea Area Committee have recommended the adoption of the proposed 

bypass route, and it is important that the same be approved by the Council and forwarded to 
the National Roads Authority as soon as possible. 

The project will still have to go through; 
a) the new planning process for Local Authority works. 
b) minor variation of the Loughrea Town Development Plan. 

T. Kavanagh, Runai 
13/12/94 
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C O M H A I R L E C H O N T A E 

f G a l w a v C o u n t y 

N A G A I L L I M H E 

C o u n c i l ) 

O i f i g an Runai, 
Arus an Chontae, 
GAILLIMH. 

13 N o l l a i g , 1994. 

CHUIQ GACH B A L L PE'N CHOMHAIRLE/ 

A Chara, 

l a r r t a r o r t l e i s seo b h e i t h i l a t h a i r ag c r u i n n i u 
M i o s i u l de Chomhairle Chontae na Ga i l l i m h e a t h i o n o l f a r i n s 
na F o i r g n i t h e Chontae, G a i l l i m h e De Luain, an 19 u l a 
N o l l a i g , 1994, ag tosnu ar a 3.30 a chlog sa t r a t h n o n a . 

Mise, l e meas, 
T. 0 CAOMHANAIGH, 

A G E N D A 

1. C o n s i d e r a t i o n of Minutes of the f o l l o w i n g Meetings: 
(a) Minutes of Special Meeting h e l d on 11th November, 

1994. 
(b) Minutes of Estimates Meeting h e l d on 14th November, 

1994.. 

(c) Minutes of Special Meeting h e l d on 21st November, 
1994. 

(d) Minutes of Monthly Meeting h e l d on t h e 2 8 t h 
November, 1994. 

(e) Minutes of Adjourned Estimates Meeting h e l d on 

2nd December, 1994. 

2. D e c l a r a t i o n of Road co be a P u b l i c Road { L i s t 
a t t a c h e d ) . 

3. E l e c t i o n of Re p r e s e n t a t i v e of Gaiway County Council on 
Governing Body of U.C.G. 

4. Loughrea Bye-Pass - Report h e r e w i t h . 

5. Progress Report - S a n i t a r y Services Schemes. 

6. Waste Management S t r a t e g y 1995 - 2015 - Discussion 
Document. 

7. Local Improvement Schemes - Report h e r e w i t h , 
8. O p e r a t i o n a l Programme f o r Local, Urban and Rural 

Development. 
9. Hedgecutting. 

10= Business s u b m i t t e d by the Chairman. 

11. Business s u b m i t t e d by the County Manager. 
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13 

14 

15 

16 

rOPNCILLORS NOTICES OP MOTIONS ; 
- Adjourned From Previous Meeting ; -

CLR. PADDY MC HUGH 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council carry out amenity works to 
( d e t a i l s enclosed). 
CLR. PADDY MC HUGH 
- I w i l l propose j 
That Galway County Council carry out amenity works to 
(d e t a i l s enclosed). 

CLR. EAMONN O'CTJIV 
- I w i l l propose : 

That r e p a i r s be c a r r i e d out to the road i n A i l l na Brun 
(Cookes P o i n t ) , as far as the house of P a t r i c i a O'Connell 
and I a l s o propose that an estimate would be given to me 
of the cost of same. 

CLR. SEAN O'NEACHTAIN 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County council would provide the l a t e s t 
information on the l o c a l Community Development Plan a t 
t h i s l o c a t i o n ( d e t a i l s given). 

CLR. SEAN O'NEACHTAIN 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Coimcil would provide figures and data 
to i n d i c a t e the urgent s i t u a t i o n that has a r i s e n because 
of the depletion of the Road Maintenance Workforce. That 
i t would a l s o Indicate what the future trend w i l l be i f 
the present s i t u a t i o n continues. That the Workforce 
figures for each Engineering Areas would be provided and 
compared with f i g u r e s for the past 19 years. 

COUNCILLORS NOTICES OF MQTIOM.q . 
Other Motions Received ! 

CLR. JOE BURKE 
- I w i l l propose : 

17 
That Galway County Council s e r i o u s l y consider a new system 
to resolve the unacceptable delays i n r e p a i r s to houses 
and demountables. 

MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM S H I i ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ l 
- I w i l l propose : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

13 
That Galway County Council improve sight distance at 
Keanes House on the road from Cahermore to Killamoran, 
Gort. 
CLR. MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM 
- I w i l l propose : 

19 
That Galway County Council e r e c t Public Lighting outside 
the premises of Moran's, The Weir, Kilcolgan. The 
loc a t i o n i s on the verge of the Sea I n l e t and i s very 
dangerous and would require p u b l i c l i g h t i n g . I would ask 
to have i t Included i n the 1995 programme. 
CLR. MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM 
- I w i l l propose : 

20 
That Galway Coxinty Council put School Flashing Safety 
Lights a t K i l t i e r n a n School, as t h i s i s a very f a s t road 
and can be very dangerous and I request t h i s to be 
included i n the 1995 programme. 

CLR. MICHAEL FAHY 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway Co\inty Council remove claybanks and provide 
more car parking outside Klleeneen National School, 
Craughwell. There i s an urgent need for these works to 
prevent accidents from occurring a t t h i s location. 
CLR. MICHAEL FAHY 
- I w i l l propose : 

22 
That Galway Go\mty Council put "No Parking" w r i t i n g on 
County Road Junction a t Grennage, Craughwell Jiinction on 
entrance of County Road at Grennage beside Jenny's Shop, 
Craughwell. Cars are presently parking a t t h i s junction 
blocking the entrance to the Grennage County Road. 
CLR. MICHAEL FAHY 
- I w i l l propose : 

That Galway County Council e r e c t more t r a f f i c route 
l i g h t i n g a t R i n d l f l n , Gort ( d e t a i l s attached). 
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CLR. MICHAEL FAHY 

GLR. MATT LOUGHNANE ] 
- I w i l l propose : ] 
That Road to Bodkins' house at St. Clerans, Craughwell h ^ 
surface dressed. 
CLR. MATT LOUGHNANE 
- I w i l l propose : i 

\ 
That the roadside drain be piped at s p e c i f i e d l o c a t i o n j 
(d e t a i l s enclosed) 1 

CLR. JARLATH MC DONAGH 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council erect sign-post for school 
( d e t a i l s herewith). 

CLR. JARLATH MC DONAGH 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council include i n the coming year's 
programme, f l a s h i n g warning signs a t school ( d e t a i l s 
attached). 

CLR. JARLATH MC DONAGH 
- I w i l l propose : 

That Galway County Council carry out improvement works to 
road a t Ballinvoher to prevent constant flooding and make 
the road s a f e r for cars and pedestrians. 

CLR. CONNIE NI FHATHARTA 
- I w i l l propose ; 
Go g c u l r f i d h Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe comhartha 
bothar "bends" ag tigh Mairtln 0 h A i l i n agus Tigh Peadar 0 
Cualain (Ned) Cladhnach, An Cheathru Rua. Ta go leor 
t r a c h t ar an mbothar seo. 

CLR. CONNIE NI FHATHARTA 
- X w i l l propose : 

0 
Go g c u i r f l d h Comhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe cosan i d i r An 
Tulach agus Na Minna. Ta an cosan ag t e a s t a i l go gear a r 
an mbothar relgiunach seo. 

CLR. CONNIE NI FHATHARTA 
- I w i l l propose : 

Th&t Galway County Council Inspect and complete the 

re p a i r s to a Council House begun i n October 1993 ( d e t a i l s 
enclosed) 

CLR. EAMONN O'CUIV V H S H ^ I 
- I w i l l propose : • ' • • ^ ^ ^ ^ j 
Molaim go g c u i r f e a r comharthai suas agus go gcuirfear ™ 
comharthai s c r i o f a ar an mbothar f r e i s i n ag tabhairt 
folaireamh do dhaoine maidir l e S c o i l Naisiunta Charna. 
An c i n e a l rabhadh ata ag t e a s t a i l s c r i o f a ar an mbothar na 
"Gasuir ag gabhail trasna. 
CLR. EAMONN O'CUIV 
- I w i l l propose : 

Molaim go g c u i r f e a r Bothar an D o i l i n i Loch an Aortha, 
G i l l Chiaran, Carna, Co. na Gaillimhe ar Chlar Oibre na 
B l i a i n a 1995, mar go b h f u i l ga l e caol a chur a i r . 
CLR. EAMONN O'CUIV 
- I w i l l propose : 

Molaim go g c u i r f e a r caoi a r an mbothar i nDoire l o r r a l s 
suas thar teach Michael 0 Ceannabhain. 
Seo e an bothar i nDoire l o r r a l s , Rosmuc a cheanglaoinn an 
bothar go C i l l C h i a r a i n l e l s an mbothar go d t i an C a i s e a l . 

CLR. SEAN O'NEACHTAIN 
- I w i l l propose : 
Go gcuirfeadh an Chomhairle Condae d e i s i u ar Bhothar an 
Tuar Beag i gceantalr i n n e a l l t o i r e a c h t Chasla. Ta droch 
b h a i l a i r . Molaim go mbeadh se mease c l a r bolthre na 
bl i a n a seo chugainn. 

CLR. SEAN O'NEACHTAIN 
- I w i l l propose : 
That the small bridge a t t h i s l o c a t i o n ( d e t a i l s supplied) 
would be made more obvious e s p e c i a l l y to d r i v e r s a t night 
who f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t to see a t present. 
CLR. SEAN O'NEACHTAIN 
- I w i l l propose : 
That the j u n c t i o n a t t h i s l o c a t i o n ( d e t a i l s supplied) be 
made s a f e r as i t I s very dangerous at present. 

CLR. PAT 0'SULLIVAN 
- I w i l l propose : 

That an immediate study be c a r r i e d out for the realignment 
of the Cross Roads a t Ruanes', Glentane, Castleblakney." 
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41 

CLR PAT O'SULLIVAN 
. I w i l l propose : ' t h e Lehana Road, 
..at i»ne.iate wor.s - ^ = - t f , r e v K - L n a l S C o o l to 

CLR. EVELYN VARLEY 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council a l l e v i a t e flooding ( d e t a i l s 
enclosed). 
CLR. EVELYN VARLEY '"'"̂  
' I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council a l l e v i a t e flooding ( d e t a i l s 
enclosed). . 
CLR. EVELYN-VARLEY 
- I w i l l propose : 
That Galway County Council provide monies for Bothar na 
Sceath, Killanamonagh (Curlawn), Caherlistrane ( d e t a i l s 
enclosed) , ' 

ft 

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE NA QAILLIMHE 

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEETING O F G A L W A Y COUNTY 

C O U N C I L H E L D A T T H E C O U N T Y B U i L D I N Q S . G A L W A Y 

ON FRIDAY, 16TH DECEMBER, 1994 

Cathaoirleach;- C o m h a i r l e o i r P. O'Tuathail. 

I LATHAIR FREISIN 
B a i l J ! - C o u n c i l l o r s J. Brennan, 

J. Burke, W. Burke, T. Byrne, J. 
Callanan, Deps. P. Connaughton, 
E. O'Cuiv, C o u n c i l l o r s M. 
Cunningham, M. Fahy, P. Finnegan, 
M. F i n n e r t y , S. Gavin, T. Hussey, 
C o u n c i l l o r s P. McHugh, M. M u l l i n s , 
C. N i Fh a t h a r t a , S. O'Neachtain, 
M. O ' N e i l l , K. Quinn, M. Ryan, 
E. V a r l e y , and T. Walsh. 

O i f I q i a h ; - Messrs. D. O'Donoghue, County 
Manager, J. C r o t t y , A/Co. Engineer, 
B. Callagy, L. Kavanagh, 
S.E.E.s, T. Connell, S.S.O., 
B. G i n n e l l y , C.T. and T. 
Kavanagh, County Secretary. 

Thosnaigh an c r i n n i u l e i s an p a i d i r . 

RESOLUTIONS OF SYMPATHY 2804 

R e s o l u t i o n s o f Sympathy were passed w i t h the 
f o l l o w i n g : -
Mr. Peter Coen & Family, K i l l e e n a v a r a , Kinvara. 
Mr. Paddy Carty, Crowe S t r e e t , Gort, Co. Galway. 
Ms. Vera M i t c h e l l , K i l c l o o n e y , B a l l i n a s l o e . 
Mrs. Paul Mannion & Family, Laggawanna, Headford. 

FLOODINQ 2805 

With the pe r m i s s i o n o f the Chairman, Deputy 
Connaughton r a i s e d a problem of s e r i o u s f l o o d i n g a t 
B a l l y a r a , B u l l a u n . He s a i d the problem had e x i s t e d 
f o r a number of years and he was aware t h a t the 
Council was endeavouring t o remedy the s i t u a t i o n . He 
urged the Council t o take whatever steps were 
necessary t o r e s o l v e i t . He was supported by 
C o u n c i l l o r s Callanan and M u l l i n s . 
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REVIEW OF COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN 2806 

The S e c r e t a r y s t a t e d t h a t i t had been agreed t o d e a l 
w i t h Chapter a Major T r a f f i c Routes, a t t h e 
meeting. He e x p l a i n e d that,^ a r e v i s e d chapter a had 
been c i r c u l a t e d i n - c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h chapters 10 and 
11 and f o r i d e n t i f i c a t i o n purposes t h a t document was 
dated 16th December, 1994. 

C l l r . Cunningham r e f e r r e d t o a document c i r c u l a t e d a t 
t h e _ l a s t meeting which d e a l t w i t h access onto by­
roads. .He requested t o know what t h i s r e l a t e d t o . 
The C o u n c i l l o r ^ was advised by the County S e c r e t a r y 
t h a t t h e document r e f e r r e d t o a S e c t i o n 4 which was 
d e a l t w i t h a t t h a t meeting. 

Mr. B r i a n Callagy, S.E.E. commenced d e a l i n g w i t h 
Chapter 8, Major T r a f f i c Routes. He d e a l t w i t h , i n 
t u r n , development c o n t r o l o b j e c t i v e s and development 
c o n t r o l p o l i c i e s . Deputy Connaughton s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e r e we^e two or t h r e e t h i n g s which he found 
p r o b l e m s - w i t h i n the document c i r c u l a t e d . F i r s t l y , 
he r e f e r r e d t o the e s s e n t i a l housing need category. 
He stafeed t h a t i n recent years t h e r e were many more 
p a r t - t i m e farmers who work l o c a l l y as they were not 
a b l e t o make a l i v i n g f u l l time on t h e l a n d . He 
requested jto know what was wrong w i t h g i v i n g a s i t e 
t o a sonj ̂  o r daughter l i v i n g i n the area. W i t h 
r e s p e c t t o a replacement house, he wished t o know how 
t h e C o u n c i l c o u l d ensure t h a t the o l d house w i l l n o t 
be,., used:- aga i n . He requested t o know i f a n y t h i n g 
c o u l d be done f o r people who do not d e r i v e the f u l l 
income fr o m f a r m i n g . 

C l l r . .Gavin th e n r e f e r r e d t o t h e wording of the 
second,^ l a s t l i n e of page 1 i . e . "grant of p e r m i s s i o n 
w i l l not^ be considered". He requested t o know would 
the a p p l i c a n t be t o l d a t t h e b e g i n n i n g t h a t h i s 
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n w i l l not be considered. He 
s t a t e d t h a t t h e document should read an a p p l i c a t i o n 
f o r p e r m i s s i o n w i l l not be considered. He wished t o 
know where an a p p l i c a t i o n would not be considered on 
a p a r t i c u l a r s i t e , would the a p p l i c a t i o n s t i l l be 
proc.es:s^ed w i t h i n t h e normal time frame. 

Mr. . C a l l a g y advised t h a t p e r m i s s i o n would not be 
g r a n t e d where a l t e r n a t i v e l a i i d s on minor roads were 
a v a i l a b l e . C l l r . Gavin s t a t e d t h a t i n the new County 
Development Plan, could an a p p l i c a n t be t o l d 
immediately t h a t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n would not be 
successful,. The County Manager advised t h e meeting 
t h a t t h e . f a c i l i t i e s , of. the Planning Department had 
been extended. He s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e are p r e s e n t l y 
c l i n i c s i n . 4 i f f e r e n t p a r t s of the County and these 
f a c i l i t i e s c ^ ^ w i l ^ l be extended where necessary. He 
added t h a t , rpeople should come i n t o speak t o t h e 
p l a nners p r i o r ^ t o making:^' p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n . I n 
t h i s way, they,.would be_Advised of t h e g u i d e l i n e s i n 

r e l a t i o n t o p l a n n i n g m a t t e r s . He would l i k e t o 
encourage t h i s f - a c i l i t y . o t ^ . ^ r i o r d i s c u s s i o n on 
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s . 

C l l r . Gavin then r e f e r r e d t o page 3 and the paragraph 
on j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads. He requested t o know 
what s i t e d i s t a n c e meant. He f e i t t h a t t h i s was a 
grey area as t o i t s exact meaning.- He " s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e r e was a l o t of development on~ minor roads and 
t h a t i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o impose t h i s p r o v i s i o n 
i n t h e p l a n . He s t a t e d t h a t i t was d i f f i c u l t t o 
d e f i n e what s i t e d i s t a n c e meant and t h a t i t was 
u n f a i r t o quote t h i s r e s t r i c t i o n . He^ sees th e 
wording of t h i s paragraph as b e i n g d ^ i f f i c u l t aiid f e l t 
t h a t i t was t h i s type of problem which he hoped the 
p l a n would c l e a r up. '--i 

Deputy Connaughton requested an i n d i c a t i o n of what 
e x a c t l y a s i t e d i s t a n c e was as he s t a t e d t h a t a l o t 
of engineers say i t i s s p e c i f i c and c o s t l y " t ^ meet. 
Mr. C a l l a g y advised t h a t the s i t e d i s t a n c e was 
covered i n standards s e t down by the Departftient o f 
the Environment. Deputy Connaughton akided t h a t i t 
would be a huge burden on the Local' A u t h o r i t y t o 
b r i n g s i t e d i s t a n c e up t o the standard. He s t a t e d 
t h a t i t was the Local A u t h o r i t y ' s r e s p d n s i b i l i t y t o 
b r i n g t h e j u n c t i o n up t o a standard. Mr. C a l l a g y 
added t h a t where s i t e d i s t a n c e i-s' inadequate, 
p e r m i s s i o n would bie r e f u s e d . Depiity Coimaugton 
s t a t e d t h a t t h i s would then mean r e f u s i n g p e r m i s s i o n 
on s i t e s which were oth e r w i s e s u i t a b l e . - - C l l r . Gavin 
f e l t t h a t the r e s t r i c t i o n which t h i s paragraph would 
impose would l e a d t o g r e a t problems- ^and t h a t 
development had been encouraged along County roads. 

C l l r . O'Neachtain s t a t e d t h a t t h e Council has t o 
a l l o w development. R e f e r r i n g t o page 1 r e f u l l t ime 
farmers, he. s t a t e d t h a t i t would d i s c r i n a n a t e - a g a i n s t 
a l l o f Connemara because t h e r e were" n o - f u l l t i m e 
farmers i n , t h a t area. He s t a t e d t h a t you cannot 
d i s c r i m i n a t e a g a i n s t people and " requested 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n on t h i s s u b j e c t . He agreed w i t h C l l r . 
Gavin t h a t t h e p r o v i s i o n concerning access from the 
County Roads onto Regional Roads and N a t i o n a l 
Secondary Roads i s o v e r - r e s t r i c t i v e . -He added t h a t 
r u l e s should be changed t o f a c i l i t a t e l o c a l - p e o p l e so 
t h a t they can b u i l d i n t h e i r area. He requested the 
r e w r i t i r i ^ o f t h e s e c t i o n on e s s e r i t l a l - housing need. 

C l l r . .Cunningham r e f e r r i n g t o — t h e paragraph on 
j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads and- s t a t e d t h a t - i f these 
r e s t r i c t i o n s are put i n p l a c e , t h e r e w i l l be no r u r a l 
housing on these roads. C l l r . Tom Hussy s t a t e d t h a t 
i t i s the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e o b j e c t i v e s , i n the 
County Development Plan which lead-t^S-pE-oblems. He 
s t a t e d t h a t he would l i k e t o s ^ ^'^the - p l a n l e s s 
r e s t r i c t i v e as t h e r u r a l population'-is^ d e c l i n i n g . He 
then r e f e r r e d t o the e s s e n t i a l - ^ . h o t o i n g . need and 
s t a t e d t h a t he would take e x c e p t i d h t h e concept of 
f u l l time f a n n i n g . He s t a t e d t h a t t h i s would have t o 
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be changed as the number of people i n f u l l t ime 
f a r m i n g i s decreasing. He added t h a t he wanted t o 
see more f a m i l i e s i n r u r a l I r e l a n d and t h a t t h e 
document as presented was t o o • r e s t r i c t i v e . 

C l l r . Joe Burke r e f e r r i n g t o the p o i n t on f u l l t i m e 
f a r m i n g s t a t e d t h a t i t was not the f u n c t i o n o f Galway 
County Council t o d e p r i v e a c h i l d of i t s i n h e r i t a n c e 
from i t s p a r e n t s . He s t a t e d t h a t only 10% of farmers 
are f u l l t ime and t h a t i t was i r r a t i o n a l t o say f u l l 
time f a r m i n g i n 1994. R e f e r r i n g t o Class l road 
r e s t r i c t i o n n a t i o n a l primary, he s t a t e d i t was t h e r e 
f o r t h e use of the people of Galway. He s t a t e d t h a t 
i f t h e road j u n c t i o n i s adequate, then one s h o u l d be 
a l l o w e d out onto t h i s road. R e f e r r i n g t o :page 3 on 
j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads, he s t a t e d t h a t the 
wording was t o t a l l y unacceptable. He s t a t e d t h a t the 
concept, t h a t each j u n c t i o n does not l i v e up t o 
s t a n d a r d means t h a t a l l of Connemara w i l l not get 
p l a n n i n g ; p e r m i s s i o n , 

Cllr..'Ryan s t a t e d t h a t the C o u n c i l l o r s get blamed 
when a., young couple i s r e f u s e d p l a n n i n g p e r m i s s i o n . 
He s t a t e d t h a t when p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s are b e i n g 
d e a l t ' w i t h , water supply and ESB connection are n o t 
considered and where an a p p l i c a n t i s t o l d t o r e l o c a t e 
t o another s i t e , t h e s e r v i c e may not be e x i s t i n g o r 
the c o s t of ESB i s p r o h i b i t i v e . He f e l t t h a t t h e 
p l a n n e r s do n o t take account of t h i s . He s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the p l a n was t o t a l l y wrong. 

C l l r . Joe Callanan s t a t e d t h a t he agreed w i t h t h e 
o t h e r Breakers. He s t a t e d t h a t farmers sons and 
daughters Bhould be a l l o w e d t o get p l a n n i n g 
p e r m i s s i o n i n t h e i r own areas. He added t h a t i f a 
person i s from an area, even though not a farmholder, 
they, s h o u l d be a l l o w e d t o l i v e t h e r e . He added t h a t 
he. d i s a g r e e s w i t h development on main roads ~ b u t 
agrees, w i t h development along County roads and 
requested c l a r i f i c a t i o n on what was r i b b o n 
development. 

C l l r . Byrne s a i d t h a t he agreed w i t h the broad t r u s t 
o f t h e c h a p t e r but he had c e r t a i n r e s e r v a t i o n s . He 
s t a t e d -that t h e words " f u l l t i me" i n f a n n i n g had t o 
be - removed as t h i s was a t h i n g of the p a s t . He 
proposed t h i s amendment and t h i s was seconded by 
C l l r . Burke. He then r e f e r r e d t o Class I I c o n t r o l on 
page 2 of the document r e g a r d i n g t o u r i s m . He s t a t e d 
t h a t accommodation and s e r v i c e s should not be 
excluded under t h i s heading. He added t h a t i t i s 
v i t a l t h a t space be allowed o u t s i d e v i l l a g e s :and t h a t 
the w o r d s . w i t h i n the brackets should be excl.uded. He 
t h e n r e f e r r e d t o 8.3 on g e n e r a l development 
r e s t r i c t i o n s , o u t s i d e the 30 mph speed l i m i t . He 
s t a t e d t h a t , you could have a c e r t a i n amount of 
b u i l d i n g and' ; ^ D U would have cases where t h e r e i s a 
vacant site.'between two houses which was of no use. 
He added t h S t there should be p r o v i s i o n f o r the 
i n - f i l l i n g : of t h i s s i t e even though l o c a t e d o u t s i d e 

the speed l i m i t . He s t a t e d t h a t i t should not be 
c l a s s e d as r i b b o n i s a t i o n and requested a clause t o 
cover t h i s i n the County Plan, R e f e r r i n g then t o 
4 ( i v ) , he s t a t e d t h a t t h i s should be d e l e t e d o r 
amended. There was an onus -on C o u n c i l l o r s t o 
m a i n t a i n r u r a l areas. 

C l l r . N i F h a t h a r t a s t a t e d t h a t she supported the 
p r e v i o u s speakers. She requested t o know what was 
the d e f i n i t i o n o f a f u l l t ime farmer. She added t h a t 
t h e r e was no such person i n Connemara and t h a t many 
people would be excluded from b u i l d i n g because they 
were not farmers. She f e l t t h a t t h e r e was a c o n f l i c t 
on j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads and on the o t h e r hand 
g e t t i n g people t o b u i l d on County roads. This area, 
she s t a t e d , should be looked a t . ._; 

C l l r . Quinn s t a t e d t h a t she agreed w i t h the p r e v i o u s 
speakers. She s t a t e d t h a t i f people move p u t of 
r u r a l areas, i t c o u l d l e a v e p a r t s of the county 
d e s o l a t e . She s t a t e d t h a t she agrees t h a t t h e r e must 
be some r e s t r i c t i o n s on the N a t i o n a l Routes.^ She 
added t h a t t h e r e were to o many people l i v i n g i n the 
c i t i e s and t h a t she agreed w i t h b u i l d i n g on Regional, 
County and By Roads, She t h e n s t a t e d t h a t a f u l l 
t i me farmer was a person whose t o t a l l i v e l i h o o d was 
o f f the -land. ;.' 

C l l r . W i l l i e Burke requested t o know i f t h e r e were 
g u i d e l i n e s s e t down by the Department w i t h respect t o 
drawing up of county development plans._ He s t a t e d 
t h a t t h e r e was a v a r i a t i o n between o t h e r c o u n t i e s 
w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e i r county development ^ l a n s and he 
would l i k e a study t o be c a r r i e d out on t h i s m a t t e r . 
I n r e l a t i o n t o f u l l t ime f a r m i n g , he s t a t e d t h a t t h e 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was wrong and i t would have t o be 
reinoved. He added t h a t t h e r e was n o t h i n g wrong w i t h 
development of towns and v i l l a g e s . He s t a t e d t h a t a t 
these l o c a t i o n s we have a l l the f a c i l i t i e s i . e . 
s a n i t a r y s e r v i c e s , schools, shops e t c . He added t h a t 
he knows many v i l l a g e s which are c a l l i n g f o r water 
and sewage f a c i l i t i e s . He added t h a t he supported 
r u r a l v i l l a g e s b u t a t the same time s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e 
must be d i s t i n c t i o n between towns, c i t i e s and 
v i l l a g e s . R e f e r r i n g t o t h e r e s t r i c t i o n s o u t s i d e the 
30 mplvi speed l i m i t o f v i l l a g e s , he s t a t e t i ' t h a t t h e 
l i m i t would have t o be moved out t o " f a c i l i t a t e 
v i l l a g e development and suggested t h a t i t 6e moved t o 
the 40- speed l i m i t zone. 

Deputy- O'Cuiv s t a t e d t h a t he would persuade people 
a g a i n s t b u i l d i n g on main roads as i t was not safe f o r 
c h i l d r e n . He disagrees w i t h the d e f i n i t i o n of 
e s s e n t i a l housing need and s t a t e d t h a t you f o l l o w 
the f u l l , time f a r m i n g concept, many p'^pple w i l l be 
r u l e d o ut. He s t a t e d t h a t i f some:onfi .'owns l a n d , say 
5, 10 o r 15 acres, and i s a f u l l t i m e ' r e s i d e n t i n the 
area then they should be e n t i t l e d : t o b u i l d t h e r e . 
People should be encouraged t o b u i l d a l o n g County 
minor roads. The Deputy the n r e f e r r e d t o the 

© G
alw

ay
 C

ou
nty

 C
ou

nc
il A

rch
ive

s



paragraph on j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads, he s t a t e d 
t h a t he f r e q u e n t l y t r a v e l l e d the main roads and he 
f e l t t h a t j u n c t i o n s onto n a t i o n a l roads can be 
improved i n t i m e . He would l i k e t o see t h i s 
r e f e r e n c e taken o u t unlefss t h e r e i s a r e a l danger and 
secondly, r e f e r r i n g t o the e s s e n t i a l housing need, 
t h i s should r e l a t e t o landholders and emphasis be 
g i v e n t o permanent d w e l l e r s . He added t h a t one 
cannot a f f o r d t o lose permanent d w e l l e r s from an 
area. He a l s o wished t o s t a t e t h a t he would propose 
amendments t o chapter 2. 

C i l r . T i a r n a n Walsh s t a t e d t h a t no two cases were t h e 
same and t h a t one always had t o have need f o r 
disG£-etion. He requested t o know what was the 
d e f i n i t i o n o f a l o c a l road and a l i s t e d road on which 
Mr. C a l l a g y c l a r i f i e d the p o s i t i o n f o r him. The 
C o u n c i l l o r c o n t i n u e d s t a t i n g t h a t every e f f o r t s hould 
be ma:de t o encourage people t o l i v e i n the 
c o u n t r y s i d e . He then r e f e r r e d t o the requirement of 
road f r o n t a g e and s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e was d i f f i c u l t y i n 
g i e t t i n g p l a n n i n g p e r m i s s i o n w i t h road f r o n t a g e l e s s 
than 100 f t . even though the s i t e would be l o c a t e d i n 
a remote- area. He s t a t e d t h a t coimnon sense should 
p r e v a i l i n these circumstances as p e n n i s s i o n f o r a 
house i n such an area would not a f f e c t anyone. He 
th6h_ requested t o know who was a f u l l t i m e f a m e r . 
Regarding a f f o r e s t a t i o n , he s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e were 
huge problems f o r people a f f e c t e d by f o r e s t r y . There 
was t e ^ t and a genuine reason t h a t t h e y would be 
smothered by the t r e e s which i n t u r n would a f f e c t 
t h e i r l^Hdle l i f e and f u t u r e . He s t a t e d t h a t a c t i o n 
must b6\ taken where t r e e s are p l a n t e d t o o near a 
dwellinghouse and t h a t i t was r i d i c u l o u s t h a t t h e 
exemption was so h i g h f o r a f f o r e s t a t i o n . 

C l l r . N i F h a t h a r t a asked as a p o i n t of, i n f o r m a t i o n 
due t o t h e number o f recommendations f o r changes, 
would a new chapter w i t h t h e amendments be s u b m i t t e d 
t o t h e C o u n c i l . 
C l l r . O ' N e i l l proposed t h a t the chapter be r e w r i t t e n 
and discussed a t the next meeting. C l l r . McHugh 
supported the comments made by the p r e v i o u s members. 
He s t a t e d t h a t farmowner must be changed t o landowner 
arid "added t h a t i t - was t o t a l l y u n f a i r t h a t sons and 
daughters of small farmers .could not b u i l d on t h e i r 
l a h a l He wished- t h a t t h e rcategory o f b r o t h e r s and 
s i s t e r s be added t o t h i s d e f i n i t i o n . R e f e r r i n g t o 
t h e paragraph on j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads, he 
s t a t e d t h a t the C o u n c i l should n o t p e n a l i s e people 
who have t o b u i l d on these roads because of the 
j u n e t i p n s . He added t h a t i f t h i s goes through, t h e r e 
w i l l ii'e 'A'b development a t a l l even though n o t a l l 
j u n c t i b n f Kre inadequate. He f u r t h e r s t a t e d t h a t he 
supports; c l l r . Ni Fharthata i n thc|.t t h e members 
should d#cli3e'now on what t o put i n t o t h e p l a n . 

The County Manager thanked the members f o r the debate 
on the chapter'aiKi ̂ stated t h a t they were now i n t o the 

r e a l debate of t h e p l a n . He stat^sd t h a t Mr. B r i a n 
C a l l a g y w i l l b r i n g back an amended chapter and he 
wished t o proceed i n t h i s manner d e a l i n g wich chapter 
a f t e r chapter. He t h e n r e f e r r e d t o the s t a t i s t i c s 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e number o f a p p l i c a t i o n s d e a l t w i t h i n 
the f i r s t s i x months of 1994. Out of. the 1,100 
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s on which d e c i s i o n s were issued, 
o n l y 1 out of 10 were r e f u s e d . The reasons f o r 
r e f u s a l , i n many of t h e cases, c o u l d not be overcome 
by the County Development Plan. Tixe Manager then 
r e f e r r e d t o t h e reasons f o r r e f u s a l i n p a r t i c u l a r 
cases. The C o u n c i l , he s t a t e d , must ensure t h a t i t 
adopts a balanced p l a n and everyone was i n ' f a v o u r o f 
r u r a l development bu t t h e r e was a wrong emphasis. He 
s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s need t o have sustainalDle r u r a l 
development, f o r example, employment t o keep people 
i n r u r a l areas. He c o n t i n u e d s t a t i n g t h a t t h e r e was 
t o o much emphasis on t h e housing aspect. . I t appeared 
from t h e debate t h a t t h e County Council wei;;e r e f u s i n g 
n i n e out of t e n p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s where the 
a c t u a l case i s t h a t o n l y one out o f t e n a p p l i c a t i o n s 
was b e i n g r e f u s e d . He r e f e r r e d t o the f a c t t h a t the 
C o u n c i l agreed i n p r i n c i p l e t h a t development should 
be r e s t r i c t e d on N a t i o n a l Routes. He added t h a t the 
C o u n c i l must bear i n mind the N a t i o n a l Roads 
A u t h o r i t y ' s f u n c t i o n i n t h i s respect and the 
o b l i g a t i o n on t h e l o c a l a u t h o r i t y t o n o t i f y t h i s body 
i n respect of p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s a l o n ^ the r o u t e s . 
He added t h a t the C o u n c i l d i d not want t o see t h e i r 
roads a l l o c a t i o n b e i n g c u t as a r e s u l t , p f , d e c i s i o n s 
made. He s t a t e d t h a t t h e Council must adopt a 
balanced County Development Plan ensuring t h a t the 
common good i s c a t e r e d f o r and added t h a t the p o i n t s 
r a i s e d by t h e members would be considered by the 
o f f i c i a l s . C l l r . Joe Burke requested the Manager t o 
s t a t e i f ' he agreed w i t h the p o i n t s r a i s e d t o which 
t h e Moihager r e p l i e d t h a t t h e y would be considered by 
t h e o f f i c i a l s and s t a t e d t h a t i t was i n ^ o r t a j a t t h a t 
t h i s be done. He added t h a t a t the end'of the day 
t h e a d o p t i o n o f t h e County Development Plan i s a 
reserved f u n c t i o n , a f u n c t i o n of the members. He 
s t a t e d t h a t he was i n f a v o u r of balanced r u r a l 
development. 

Mr. B r i a n C a l l a g y s t a t e d t h a t the same poiritis had 
been repeated by t h e C o u n c i l l o r s and he woul& "give a 
g e n e r a l r e p l y . He s t a t e d t h a t the main o b j e c t i v e of 
t h i s chapter was t o prevent t r a f f i c hazai:^. and t o 
reduce the number of a c c i d e n t s . He added t f i a t o nly 
10% o f a p p l i c a t i o n s had been r e f u s e d and only, 1% are 
a f f e c t e d by t h i s p a r t i c u l a r e e c t i o n . He s t a t e d t h a t 
t h e research papers covered a l l the arginaents f o r 
r e s t r i c t i o n s on n a t i o n a l and o t h e r r o j ^ t e s . He added 
t h a t the Council had t o take cognizance of the 
g u i d e l i n e s from t h e N a t i o n a l Roadg-t A u t h o r i t y . 
R e f e r r i n g t o t h e comments on farm.pwn^rs, he s t a t e d 
t h a t he d i d not f e e l i t would be proper t o have 
farmers d i c t a t i n g t o the Planning; A u t h o r i t y where 
they would b u i l d and t h a t i f someone i s l e f t a s i t e , 
i t must be s u b j e c t t o p l a n n i n g permission. He 
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informed the Council t h a t he would look a t the 
d e f i n i t i o n o f l a n d owner again and r e f e r back t o the 
members t o g e t h e r w i t h the concept of the d e f i n i t i o n 
o f a f u l l - t i m e farmer. He then r e f e r r e d t o the 
paragraph on j u n c t i o n s w i t h l o c a l roads and s t a t e d 
t h a t the o b j e c t i v e was t o prevent l a r g e developments 
l o c a t i n g c l o s e t o a n a t i o n a l road w i t h access onto a 
county road. He then r e f e r r e d t o a number of such 
developments throughout the county and i n d i c a t e d t h e 
hazards accompanying-such development. He added t h a t 
l o c a l roads are mainly there f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l 
development and t h a t the County Council must have 
regard- t o the e f f e c t o f development on such roads. 
He a g a i n s t a t e d t h a t t r a f f i c hazard was the focus of 
t h i s c h a p t e r and w i t h respect, t o r i b b o n development, 
t h i s compounds th e hazard ' problems r e l a t i n g t o 
t r a f f i c . He added t h a t he could not understand why 
people want t o b u i l d along n a t i o n a l r o u t e s . 

Mr. Liam Kavanagh,. S.E.'E. s t a t e d t h a t he found t h e 
debate v e r y h e l p f u l . I t was the f o u r t h development 
plan'xeview he had been i n v o l v e d i n and he found t h i s 
t h e most comprehensive debate of a l l . He s t a t e d t h a t 
you caraiDt have a p e r f e c t County Development Plan. 
The p r i t a a r y o b j e c t i v e i n the County Development Plan 
i s -to p r o v i d e f o r t h e proper p l a n n i n g and development 
of t h e area. A person i s e n t i t l e d t o make a p l a n n i n g 
a p p l i c a t i o n and i f he i s unhappy w i t h the p l a n n i n g 
a u t h o r i t y ' s d e c i s i o n can go t o the appeals board. He 
t h e n r e f e r r e d t o the f a c t t h a t t h e r e were p r o v i s i o n s 
t h e r e whereby t h e Planning O f f i c e r could'be met t o 
d i s c u s s -proposed a p p l i c a t i o n s . R e f e r r i n g t o t h e 
N a t i o n a l Roads system, he s t a t e d t h a t t h i s makes up 
o n l y 5% of t h e t o t a l road network and added t h a t he 
di-sagreed w i t h C l l r . Burke on access onto n a t i o n a l 
roads. He s t a t e d t h a t i t leads t o u n r e s t r i c t e d 
access^ onto the s a i d roads and t h a t a l l s t u d i e s 
i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e r e i s a connection between access 
p o i n t s and a c c i d e n t s . He then r e f e r r e d t o the p o l i c y 
dociiment issued from t h e Department of the 
Environment i n t h e e a r l y 1970's. C l l r . Burke s t a t e d 
t h a t i f someone owns 50 acres adjacent t o a N a t i o n a l 
Primary Road he i s debarred from coming onto i t . 
T h i s would now be extended t o j u n c t i o n s w i t h county 
roads as o u t l i n e d i n t h e present chapter. He t h e n 
r e f e r r e d t o a p a r t i c u l a r case i n q u e s t i o n . Deputy 
O'Cuiv s t a t e d t h a t he accepted n i n e out of t e n 
p l a n n i n g a p p l i c a t i o n s were gr a n t e d and accepts t h a t 
t h e r e must be >ome r e s t r i c t i o n s . He b e l i e v e s t h a t 
people who draw up plans would push people i n t o 
towns. He f i n d s no d i f f i c u l t y w i t h keeping people 
o f f t h e main major routes but he has d i f f i c u l t y w i t h 
t h e paragraph on the j u n c t i o n w i t h l o c a l roads. He 
s t a t e d t h a t he had d i f f i c u l t y w i t h the wording of 
t h i s paragraph and i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . He wanted t h e 
paragraph t o be looked a t again. C l l r . N i F h a t h a r t a 
requested t h a t they f i n i s h w i t h t h i s chapter a t the 
next meeting. C l l r . O'Neachtain s t a t e d t h a t he was 
unhappy w i t h g e t t i n g the chapter on t h e day of the 
meeting. He s t a t e d t h a t the major t r a f f i c r o u t e s was 

the heading but t h a t t h e r e were no t r a f f i c r outes i n 
Connemara and requested t h a t t h i s p o i n t be brought 
i n t o p e r s p e c t i v e . He requested c l a r i f i c a t i o n on t h i s 
m a t t e r . 

Mr. B. C a l l a g y s t a t e d t h a t t h i s chapter r e f e r r e d t o 
major t r a f f i c r o u t e s such as n a t i o n a l .routes and 
r e g i o n a l r o u t e s . He s t a t e d t h a t Table 8C i s used t o 
siimmarise the chapter and added t h a t " t h e r e was 
n o t h i n g new i n i t . The County Secretary^-informed the 
meeting t h a t the next meeting f o r the review of the 
County Development Plan would" be held,xin the 13th 
January, 1995 when Chapters 10 and 11 would be d e a l t 
w i t h . Mr. C a l l a g y then r e f e r r e d t o C l l r . Byrne's 
comments on t o u r i s m . He s t a t e d t h a t the Council 
would a l l o w o n l y e s s e n t i a l development on N a t i o n a l 
Secondary Routes. He added thart. t o u r i s m 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e i n v o l v e d development o f parks, 
beaches, t r e k k i n g r o u t e s . I t would i n v o l v e p u b l i c 
investment. The B & B's would not be ancluded i n 
t h i s category. He s t a t e d t h a t t h e r e were ye.ry few 
a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r l a r g e h o t e l s . I n the present p l a n , 
t h e r e was a paragraph t o cover-the b e n e f i c i a l h o l i d a y 
development which had caused d i f f i c u l t i - e s a]fid t h i s 
p r o p o s a l would now be o m i t t e d from the neW" Plan. He 
added t h a t i n - f i l l s i t e development leads t o 
i n c r e a s e d t r a f f i c hazard. C l l r . Gsviii:^ r e f e r r e d t o 
the cohesion fund a p p l i c a t i o n and s t a t e d t h ^ t Barna 
was l e f t o u t. He would l i k e t o get c l a r i f i c a t i o n on 
t h i s m a t t e r . 

Deputy O'Cuiv r e f e r r e d t o t h e e s s e n t i a l ,hQ.using need 
d e f i n i t i o n and s t a t e d t h a t t h i s was a t e c h n i c a l term. 
He would l i k e i f the d e f i n i t i o n was l i s t e d and s t a t e d 
t h a t the wording of i t would be . c r u c l ^ . He 
-suggested t h a t t h e wording be taken out and a debate 
h e l d on t h i s s u b j e c t so as t o be s u r e . - t h a t the 
C o u n c i l are c l e a r on what development i s b e i n g 
a l l o w e d . C l l r . O'Neachtain s t a t e d t h a t t h i s 
d e f i n i t i o n would not stand up i n law and proposed 
t h a t i t be d e l e t e d . Deputy O'Cuiv theo; enquired i f 
someone from An Bord Pleanala c o u l d come, and address 
t h e meeting,on t h e i r r o l e on p l a n n i n g appeals. 

CHRIOCHNAIQH A N CRUINNIU ANSiM 

© G
alw

ay
 C

ou
nty

 C
ou

nc
il A

rch
ive

s




