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Hely’s Limited, Dame Street, Dublin. ‘ The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and signad.
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AMAT,GAMATTON OF QTIIOITf N THE COUNTY GALWAY

To the Chairman and Members

of the CGalway Board of Guar.zans.

I observe the Cuardians of Oughterardgp@nion object to the
Sc%eme adopted by the CJUHtJ Conference, and approved by the
County Council, on the grounds that the Conference was not
réorrfcr,_ulvc of the thlc Countye. If it wes not r@pre<arte
-tive, who is to blame ? &ach Public Boedy in the County had
Jgrgrﬁuni+y of sending delegates, and if consideration of
as adjourned gbndimb a full Meceting of such
greatly fear the question would be " shelved"
on many former occasions.
t S¢cheme. a8 prcgosed by me at the Conf'erence,
d by a large majority, may have its drawbacks, but
agree ‘mith the allegation made by Mr. Joyce, Clerk of
evard Union, +p~b it " will result in ‘a more inefficie
-0t J«d axpcngive seprvice.'" The ingenudty of man could not
device o Scheme to meet the wishes of everybody, but evidently
the @ounty Council were of opinion that the one adopted was
grefcrable to that set forth by Mr. Joyce, otherwise they
would not vaﬁ approved of same.
lir. WJoyee's Scheme for converting the Galway Workhouse and
Fever Hospital into a CGeneral IHospital for the County, and
haying the existing Galway Hospital utilised for treatment
of Pever cases, is, in my opinion, unworkable for the follow-
-ing reasgons :-
¥. In the.opfnion of D, Colahan it would cost Thousands of
3nupdw to convert the Body of the Workhouse into a suitable
ogpitals “
T{[ Fever Hospital was planned and buidt for the treatment
of Infectious Disease, and as such would not be suitable
for a E eneral Hospitale.
The calway Hospital is situate in the most thickly popu~
-1zted part of the City, and could not with safety,be used
for trestment of Fever or other Infectious Plcesr Se
-‘_',EFild e the bu 11d.11.l¢» ig mogt uns suitable for such an .LJC?_'\Q]_.
Th€ prohibitive gt of conveying patients to Galway from
auch ﬂUbTy1nb Wltbrlcto as Clifden and °D?tumna,
The risk to 1life involved in removing serious cases such g
13p: diﬁtance - 50 miles 1n some inste nCE.
The herdship end expense which would bhe imposed on friends
Jf deceased patients, bring ing remainghome for interment.,
The iﬂucff1b111+y of patients being visited by friends.
('I note that lMr. Joyce considers this Dbjfctian a patter
of sentiment, In my opinion it is & matler of great
comfort to patients and friends to be able to see o
onother from time to time)
ubt lir. Joyce's Scheme would be an excellent one in a
. County, bubt when you consider that thi=s County extends
] from east to west, and 53 miles from north to soubh,

o =n srea of 1,467,849 acres, with a population of
200,000, it 1is absurd to suppose bhgt one Hogpital
guffice.
reg err the sugegestion that Oughterard would be 'a more

cujt ble Workhouse to retaimphean Calway, I wish to point out
that Oughterard has always been considered as an Auxiliary
Inctltu*iaﬂ: heving been established many years after the

Paor LewScame into operation. The Divisions comprising the
taken from Clifden and CGalway Unions. The population

Union were 7
of Calway Inion is over 25,000, whilst that of O'ng,h”:l"f;rd ig

then 17,000, ,
Degides, Galway Workhouse is o
ht, poscessing an excellen
! sanita: annex

Catkina and washing, &cC.

I notice tﬂft reference has been made publicly,that the
Conference wes WDD“Fd ‘almost entirely of Officiels. At the
firt leceting, I Propo thet no offical should act on the
Comnittee wnich would Q—»W up the Scheme, but got nNo supoort,
Had my subu,nblcn been adopted, it would prevent a lot of
controversary. -~ ’

e “gealloagtay
K AL WE A4 Union.

Il

ne of the best equipped in
b ﬂ€W€r85€ aystem, wabe

es ‘and bathing arrangements,







- Qughterard Guardians,

County Scheme of Amalggmg@_—
tion_of Unions.

The following was read at the meeting of the
above board on Thursday—29th July 1921,

Gentlemen,

With reference to the Report of the Gal-
way Conference oa Amalgamation of Unions, I
beg to inform you that I attended the Conference
and that I submitted another Scheme which on
a division was defeated The number of persons
who attended the Conference was only about a
dozen, and I do not think that it can be claimed
for it that it fully represented the mature views
of the people of the whole County on the im-
portant subject.

The Scheme carried by a majority of those
present at the Conference may be described as
the Fogarty Scheme, which was agreed to by
the Galway County Council many years ago.
Since then things have changed considérably,
and Idomnot think that the Scheme if carried
into effect, will either benefit the poor or save
the ratepayer anything Experience has proven
that a small workhouse such as ours can be
more cheaply and economically run than a
much larger one, such as Galway. To put this
statement to the acid test, compare the rates
for union charges on both unions, asalso the
general average cost per inmate in both in-
stitutions.  If the Scheme is adopted and all
the inmates in the. workhouses of the County
grouped into three workhouses, I have not the
least doubt but the -change will result in a more
inefficient and expensive service with increased
cost to the ratepayers and inconvenience to the
poor. From the geographical point of view the
seleetion of the workhouses to be retained has
been badly done.  Oughterard being the central
union of the three western ones should be the
cne to be retained and not Galway. Galway,
Tuam and Loughrea are not many miles apart
and are right in the heart of the County. You
are favouring those in that circle at the
expensc of people living in distant parts of the
County 40 or 50 miles away from all or any of
these places.

Briefly stated, the Scheme I put forward at
the Conference and which was defeated on a
division, was as follows— ;

(1) Abolish all the workhouses as such, in
the County (workhouses, workhouse hos-
pitals and fever hospitals).

(2) Abolish the present County Hospital

(3) Establish the present Galway workhouse,

workhouse hospital and fever hospital as a

County Galway Hospital for paying and non-

paying patients,

(4) Establish the present Galway Hospital or
infirmary as a fever hospital.

(8) HKstablish either the Tuam or Loughrea
workbouse asa Home for the aged and
infirm inmates in the workhouses.

(6) Extend the out-door reiief system wuuder
which many of the inmates of the work-
houses can be boarded out, including the
children,

The class of inmates known as the unmarried
mothers, fortunately mot a numerous class in
this county, could be sent to Loughreaor Tuam
workhouse (whichever may he selected for the
Home for the aged and infirui) until an Irish
Parliament deals with the question.  The re-
commendation of the Viceregal Commission of
Sowme years ago, that this class of person should
be placed in charge of a Community of Nuns
for some time has much to recommend it. and
it is a question which should be dealt with on
National or Provincial rather than on County
lines.

- To my mind there is no need to retain any
of the Districts Hospitals or Fever Hospitals,
If any is retained it will probably start with not
many patients, but will ultimately develop into
an ordinary Poorhouse. Two motor ambu-
lances ought to be sufficient to remove all patients

to the County Galway Hospital. No part of
the County is more than two or three hours!
run from Galway.  Within the last month we
had quite a large number of people, in the
various stages of typhus fever, conveyed by a
a horse-drawn vehicle from Lettermullen to
Oughterard, a distance of about 40 miles, They
wape at least seven hours on the road, and none
of them died or appeared to suffsr in consequence
of the journey. It would be a great advantage
to the sick poor %o be treated in a City of,
Galway hospital, and have at their service some
of the most eminent men of the medical pro-
fession. It would put the poor man on a level
with the rich, who, when he falls dangerously
ill, calls in his motor car and hies himself city-
wards. There is the sentimental objection that
the frieads, &c., of the patients could not visit
them frequently when you abolish the district
hospitals.” The fewer visits of friends toa really
sick person the better,

Of the 50 inmates. in this workhouse 17 are
qualified for Old Age Pensions. A small allow-
auce of out-door relief in addition to the pen-
sion would enable these to live with their friends
or neighbours, If the number of inmates in
the other workhouses of the county entitled to
old age pensions bears the -same proportion to
the total as it does here, there will not be many
for the Home to be established for the aged and
infirm. T may state in passing that it may be
worth considering whether it might not be wise
to build the proposed Home at Athenry which
is 8o centrally situated in the County and an
important Railway junction  The material in
oae or more of the workhouses could be utilised
for the building. Roughly speaking the ten
workhouses of the County and Galway Hos-
pital cost the ratepayers £65,000 por anaum.
If you abolish them and set up iostead the in-
stitutions I have referred to you will save at
least one half of that sum. if it is not the fault
of those who may be appointed to manage them.,

- There is the further advantage of abolishing the

hated workhouse system., English in its con-
ception and birth and quite unsuitable for the
conditions prevailing in this country,

BALLINASLOE ASYLUM.

I approve of the proposal to appoint two
men to supervise the work of that institution
for three months and recommended retrench.
ment and reform. | made the recommendation
at the Conference that the harmless lunitics in
Ballinasloe and those in the workhouses
throughout the County might usefully be placed
in an, Auxiliary Asylum to be established at
Athenry. There is a good deal of cultivable land
i that district which could I am sure he pro-
cured cheaply, or the Agiicultural Station
might be taken over. It seems to my mind to
serve no useful purpose except. of the officials
and as a model as how not to making farming

AY.
. The Auxiliary Asylum so established vught
to be run \ on asylum labour at a large profit
which could he applied partly to pay the cost of
the maintenance of the less fortunate patignts
in DBallinasloe Asylum. A percentage of the
profits should go to those who produce the
wealth and might be a help to start some  of
them in life again. I have seen 4t clearly de-
monsfrated the beneficial effect regular and not

. over fatiguing work has had on the health of

the feeble minded, especially when the work is
made a source of profit to themselves,

There are difficult times before us, and we
shall require the best brains of our people to
steer clear of the rocks that lie ahead. Irish-
tnen are endowed with a great love of country
and no one should begrudge a little time and
thought and self sacrifice in endeavouring ' to
solve in the best possible way the many
difficult problems that await solution. There
is none perhaps more urgent; or more important
than the poor laws, and let us when the
opportunity offers sink all petty personal and
parochial considerations and advocate what our
conseience tells us will confer the greatest good
oun the greatest number.

I am, gentlemen,
Your obedient servant,
P. H. JOYCE.

“RINTED AT THE GAF WAY OBSERVER OFFICE.




THE PAUPER CHILDREN (IRELAND) ACTS,
And CHILDREN ACT, 1908

The cases of Provisional Relief, and Applications for Relief, were considered and
decided on, as set forth in the Application and Report Books.

The number of Provisional Admissions to the Workhouse confirmed was
Ditto disallowed

The number of Applicants admitted to the Workhouse was

The number of cages of Provisional Out-door Relief was

Do. in which Relief was continued by the Guardians

9 . . . - = " )
The number of other Applicants in the Relieving Officers’ Books
relieved by order of the Guardians was vee 1D

The number of Applicants for whom Relief was not ordered was

O

The Bonds and other Securities in force. were laid before the Guardians by the Clerk,
together with his Report thereon, as follows (this on the Second Meeting after the
Annual Election in every year) -




Medical Charities Acts (14 & 15 Vic., cap. 68), Vaccination Acts, and
Dispensary Houses Act.

WL i gy Y Reports (Form P) contalning the names of children born in the Distriet who
warded by the Medica :

of Guardians marteay. are over 3 months of age.and have not been vaccinated. from the Medical
Vi on the 31st March & 3 . ¢

Sepremier, i the Officers of the following Dispensary Districts, viz.:—

Seg
31st December. )

Galwav No. 1 ~__defaulters Oranmore defaulters

do. 2 Spiddal

do. : & 9 ; Tourloughmore

Moveullen i

were laid before the Guardians, and directions given thereon, as follows - —

Estimates of the Medicines, &ec., required by the Medical Officers of the under-
mentioned Dispensary Districts were laid before the Board, and

| directions were given
thereon, as follows :—




16
"T'Le following Letters from the Local Government Board for Ireland, and others, were

read by the Clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively, to the following
effect (or Orders made on them respectively), ag follows :—
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Population in 191

STATE of the Workhouse for the Week ending Saturday, the

GALWAY

1—35,083.

L
ACY day

of_

L {

=
No. wnat [Tora

No. of Inmates for can be
accom-

which acc odation " A
which accommodati modated |

is provided in each

Workhouse
'1‘(-mpnx':u')' Buildings .
Permanent Fever Hosp

I'orat . 1082

Remaining on previous dSatut
as per last Return

Admitted during the Week

Born

Total

Died

above
date

Total Discharged and Died | *

No
= Aged and
At .| Aged:

f Attendants Infirm
Classes Classes
I—II IV—Vv

Males| Fem, | Males| Fem. | Males | Fem,

lay
i L b

Dischaiged during the Week ...|

Boys | Girls | Boys | Girls

CHILDREN

Infants
under 3
years of
age, and
Nursing
Mothers

3 ta8
years

Class ‘
VIII

Mothers

Total

RETURN OF SICK
LUNATICS

Number in

above date

Under
Medical

Infirmary
Wards
Under

Medical |

Fever
Hospital }

Hospital-on the

[

treatment in 7 5
|
/

treatment in| 55

Number of
Lunatics and
Idiots in
Workhouse on
the above date

In separate )
Wards

In Wards
with othe
Inmates

5.

NIGHT LODGERS OR CASUALS

|Cluldr'n| T

| Males l“"”"lc\‘umicrlﬁ otal

No. relieved |
during week

5

= 1]
>

No in Work-| /j/ 1
house at date| ~

No. at corresponding | o \ij

REMAINING ON THE ABOVE DaTe| 1% & b S T I | ] -

N —

“ period: last vear [

| RETURN of JJEsTITUTE PERrsons relieved out of the Workhouse, as by Relief Lists, for the last Week ended Saturday,
; thes = day of 3‘1)11 192§ , authenticated and laid before the Board of Guardians at this Meeting.

’ | . Destitute Persons Uestitute Fersous
Irelieved out of the Workrelieved out of the Work-| Total relieved out of the
i Workhouse

14
| Destitute Persons Destitute Persons :
Irelieved out of the Work-Jrelieved out of the Work- Total relieved out of the h
4 Workhouse lhouse under 10 Vict ¢, 3r,fhouse, but not comprised

house under 1o Vict. ¢. 31,jhouse, but not comprised it
‘ o 8. I in Sec. 1

s. 1

| Number of J Number of

| Persons, in-
RELIRF Number |cluding Ap-] Number |cluding Ap-
DistrICTS | of Cases Flicant and| of Cases |plicant and Cases
| relieved |Family, de-] relieved |Famiiy, de-

pendent on pendent on

him or her him or her

Number of

Number of | s P :
Persons, in ersons, in-|

Persons, in- 5
REeLikr Number |cluding Ap- Nu!nbcr cluding Ap- -
Districts | of Cases | plicant and| of Cases plicant and Persons
relieved | Family, de- relieved | Famiiy, de- |

{ pendent on pendent on

‘ him or her 1 him or her

Persons

Bt. forward ;
|
|

No.

No. VI

VII.—Child-
renBoarded
out bheyond
Union.

A TAY 5% 9

MINUTES of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians, at a Meeting held on WNDNH}SDAY,

the_ &0&

e

/Q&/Q,»L\PRESH;“\/G Griniiiit AN,
A

day of 192 )

Presgnt—In the Chair—

Other Guardians—

Next Meeting of the Board of Guardians to be held on WEDNESDAY,

,// VX
. %, T
(Stgned) S cCLH<” LA Z—
Clerk of the Unipg.
¥ ot i

/4

Hely's Limited, Dame Street, Dublin,

The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and signad,




Form i4.
(Article 7.)

Tawe (2)—STATISTICAL MINUTES.
Meeting held.ww"g\q rhe_&ﬁday of _

— 5]
1]

The following Relief Registers were produced, examined, and authenticated by the
signature of the Chairman, and counter-signature of the Clerk :—

IS0 s to No.
No. L | s N

Indoor, from No.

% R
2 g? 3,

posted up to date, with the proper

Separate

73

Out-door ,, No. 62%,‘702, to No.

The Ledger was produced by the Clerk,
Debits and Credits.

The following Books were submitted bv the Clerk, he having first ascertained the
accuracy of the entries made therein by the Master of the Workhouse, and authenticated
the same by his sienature —

l—The Indoor Relief List.
2—The Provision Check Account.
3—The Provision Receipt and Consumption Actount,

Abstract of the Account of Provisions and Necegsaries for the Week

._day r)f’-,-..vé’\*’&a,,

'
(

o The Weekly
\-Z
ending Saturday,tk)(-..,,,ﬂ_&?:.x,. I ~I92,_J__, was submitted,

of which the following is & Summary :—

The Abstract of the Accounts of the several Rel

Saturday, the

ol

o

b

day of

v

435

leving Officers for the last Week ending

1921 was submitted as follows : —

. Balance in hands
at close of pre-

vions week ...

. Mouney since ad-
vanced by

Guardians

. Total to be ac-

counted for -..

EXPENDITURLE.

4. Cut-door Relief

ordered by the

Relieving Officer

0’Sullivan

Distriet No. I,
E 3. d.

Mgdj%

Relieving Officer

0’Flaherty

District No. II,
2 d.

Relieving Officer

MeNeill

District Ne. IIIL

Relieving Offcer

Waish

District No, IV,

s

Relieving Officer

Kyne

District No. V.

Relieving Officer

Cooney

District No. VI.

TOTAL

Board-—

Consumed duringe the week L
A | Stock in hand Collactive

at close No.
of this week of days

| Stock in hand | Received dnringﬁ
| at close of | | Total

e e

By Immates By Officers

[ preceding weck | the week
! |

A (R e e e e £ | s |4 £ & [ £ | s |d| 5. | d. £ s |d|
| | :
| : | | | ’

/s‘f) '7

Provisions 7.9\, leg la% 701 1o 1(9-7i ] ,‘5’7 90 émno‘
' | ‘

C) én (DI‘

Necessaries | S ol 1% () || RD (%1

EEITAN
| i'

— |

0;‘5“J3°) oy |

Total ;

The General Average Cost of an Inmate for the week was

Average Cost in Infirmary

Average Cost in Fever Hospital

The following Books were aiso produced by the Clerk, their accuracy having been
previously ascertained by him, and authenticated by his signature :—

1—The Clothing Materials Receipt and Gonversion Book.
2—The Clothing Receipt Book.

3—The Inventory Book.

4—The Labour Book,

5>—The Workhouse Farm Account.

6—The Medical Weekly Return and Extra Book
7—The Out-door Admission and Discharge Book.
8—The In-door Admission and Discharge Book.

The Out-door Relief Lists, Application and Report Books, Order Check Books for
Out-door Relief in Kind, and Receipt and Expenditure Books of the several telieving
Officers were then produced by the Clerk, their accuracy having been previousiv
aseertained by him and authenticated by his signature.

Note.—Should any of the above-mentioned books not be duly authenticated and submitted at the meeting, the
names thereof should be struck out in red ink, and the cause of the omission explained on the Minutes

In Money ..-

In Kind

5. Orphans and De
serted Children

boarded out ...

6 Provisional Relief
(in kind only),
given by Re-
lieving Officer
on his own

responsibility

7. Total Relief given

8. Balance in hands
at close of the

week..,

9. Total

9

Children Boarded-out beyond Union—Cost for Quarter un(]cdolgy% £ 90




ForM 14.
(Article 7.)

Tasee (1)-FINANCIAL MINUTES.

GALWAY UNION.

Y4

Finance Meeting held t'm:..D..?.. .w...day of

The Financial Statement Book of Receipts was produced and authenticated by the

signature of the Chairman and the counter-signature of the Clerk, showing the sums which

had been received during the month of

made in respect of same as follows :—

192..., and the Ledger entries

Payments were ordered to be made for accounts as follows; and the authority for the
amount thereof was signed for transmission to the Treasurer.

County Council—Money supplied on demand of Guardians
Repayment of Relief

Rents of Dispensary Residences

Farm Account—Sales of Farm Produce

Sales of Offal, Old Stores, and other Receipts

Loans Received ...

Total Amount of Lodgments as above O{

1 . r

Ky (1D Yy

TABLE ().

SUNDRY ACCOUNTS, Viz.:—
Provisions and Necessaries
Clothing and Bedding

Workhouse Burials

Relieving Officers’” Accounts— Qutdoor Relief ..

ESTABLISHMENT—-

(a) Salaries

(¢) Medicines and Medical and Surgical Appliances ...

(¢) Farm
(d) Other Expenses
Maintenance in Extern Institutions

Emigration, Law and other Expenses

Registration of Births, Deaths, and Marriages and of Vaccinations

Lunacy Fees to Medical Officers
MEDICAL CHARITIES :
Salaries

Vaccination Fees and Expenses

Medicines and Medical and Surgical Appliances

Miscellaneous Expenditure
Superannuation Allowances

Repayment of Loans

Unpaid Bills of last half-year

Expenditure out of Loans ...

Total Amount of Payments ordered as above

£

&

,r{;f.;_‘:?_ ] {

e
+

Summary and Reconcilement of Tgeasurer’s Account for the month ending the last

day of..).... /7. Wone

RPN T

The Financial Statement Book of Expenditure was produced and authenticated by

the signature of the Chairman and the counter-signature of the Clerk, showing the sums

which had been ordered for payment in the month of

Ledger entries made in respect of same.

“" H . b i“

ne

SUMMARY.

Balance (if any) due by Treasurer as per last |

monthly Statement

Total Sums received during the month

Total

Balance (if any) due to Treasurer as per last
monthly Statement o

Payments ordered during the month

Total

Net Balance due..‘i.‘).th& Union (being difference of
above Totals)

RECONCILEMENT.
Balance per Bank Book due.®y.Treasurer

Outstanding Orders .

Ordinary Account

Loans Account

\
Net Balance as above due..l?}).the Union A
R




HOSPITAL REPORLT.
WORKHOUSE. FEVER HOSPITAL.
Admitted during the Week Admitted during the Week
Discharged ... Discharged

Died Died

Remaining .. Remaining

The Reports of the Master and other Officers were read, and orders made thercon
as follows :(—

THe following Letters from the Local Government Board for Ire]andz and others,
ro read by the Clerk, and directions given to answer them respectively, to the
were 28 . ¥ 3 : e i Eg
followihe effect (or Orders made on them respectively), as follows :
ollowing 2t






