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Reference Code: IE GCCA / GS15/01

Title: Coroner’s Court, Whelan inquest
Dates: 26" April — 16 June 1916

Level of description Iltem

Extent: 14pp

CONTEXT

Creator(s): Court Service, Coroner’s Court

ARCHIVAL HISTORY
The material was deposited with Galway County Council Archives in.circa
2002. It was among a bundle of material relating to Galway Urban District

Council which had been held by Galway County Libraries for same'years.

ARCHIVIST’S NOTE
Listed by Patria McWalter, Archivist, April 2015

SCOPE AND CONTENT

File of handwritten material, including'signed sworn witness statements,
relating to the Inquest held @t Eglinton Street Barracks, Galway into the
death of Constable Patrick Whelan, RIC Officer’, on 26" April 1916. Whelan
was shot following ah exchange of gun fire with Irish Volunteers close to

Carnmore Cross €arly that morning.

The Inquest was conducted by the Deputy Coroner?, Louis Edward O'Dea,
for the Western Division of the County of Galway, Solicitor, and his Jury,
with evidence provided by Dr William Sandys, George B Heard Eyre,
County Inspector RIC, Navan, Co. Meath, and Head Constable Patrick J.

Killacky, Eglinton Street Barracks

the dlsturbances in April 1916.
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to the family of Whelan; proposal to adjourn inquest until 3 May; and a - wwwgalwaye/Archives!

Includes list of the 13 jury members; resolution of sympathy from the Jury

sworn statement from Dr Sandy, advising that he found wounds “...caused

If quoting from the archives please cite
by pellets of number of four gunshot (one of which | extracted)...Death was and reference all collections

appropriately & acknowledge Galway
County Council Archives.

caused by haemorrhage of these vessels and by shock’. Also the statement
of George B Heard, County Inspector RIC, Navan, Co. Meath, with most
pages signed by Heard, stating following a report of an insurrection he
_..left Barracks at about 3.20 am on the morning of the 26" of April 1916. |
was accompanied by a party of thirteen police including the deceased
Constable Patrick Whelan...We went in eight motor cars’, also, “...I know
that the shot that killed Constable Whelan was not fired by John Mulroyan

but | saw him fire many shots subsequently. Constable Hamilton was

subsequently wounded in the leg ...". Also a signed statement of Head

Constable Patrick J Killacky, Eglinton Street Barracks, Galway, and a_pre-

printed vellum Inquisition statement stating that the death of Whelan'was
‘caused by a wound inflicted by a gunshot on the morning of the 26" of
April 1916 and that the gunshot which caused the death.was fired by some

person or persons unknown’, signed by the Jurors and the Deputy Coroner.

Allied Material For an account'ef the ambush see also Bureau of
Military History.Witness Statements, such as
Witness Statement no. 342 of Michael Newell, also
Witness Statement no. 345, of Brian Molloy.

Access Open

Language English

Digitised in 2015 as an action of County of Galway
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COUNTY OF GALWAY, l THE INFORMATION OF
To WiIr. J

Taken before me, GEORGE NICHOLLS, B.A., Solicitor, one of His Majesty’s Coroners

for said County. The Information being duly Sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth

and saith—

Taken, Sworn, and Acknowledged before me.

O'GORMAN, PRINTINGHOUSE, GALWAY.

Coroner.
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Taken before me, (G ‘E Ol (xh NICHOLLS, B.A., Solicitor, one of His qucsty’s Coroners

for said County. The Information being duly Sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth

and saith—
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Coroner.
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COUNTY OF GALWAY, ; THE INFORMATION OF
To WIT. |

Taken before me, GEORGE NICHOLLS, B.A., Solicitor, one of His Majesty’s Coroners

for said County. The Information being duly Sworn on the Holy Evangelists, deposeth

and saith—
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Taken, Sworn, and Acknowledged before me.

e £ e el Coroner.

O'GORMAN, PRINTINGHOUSE, GALWAY.
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Taken before me, GEORGE NICHOLLS, B.A., Solicitor, one of His Majesty’s Coroners
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Taken, Sworn, and”Acknowledged before me.

Coroner.

O'GORMAN, PRINTINGHOUSE, GALWAY.
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Taken, Sworn, and Acknowledged before me.
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COUNTY OF GALWAY. An Inquisition intended taken for our Sovereign the King at the
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said County, on view of the Body of [fatuci. lZelzr— | late of fPlenters s t e B I G {

said County, then and there lying dead before me and the Jury hereinafter named.
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In witness whefeoff; as well the said Coroner as the Jurors aforesaid have hereunto Set and Subscribed
their Hands and(Seals the day and the year first and above-mentioned. {
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Coroner for said County.
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