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Foreword
Reamhra

Welcome to the Easter Monday
Centenary Commemorations. Our ceremony
in Athenry forms part of wreath-laying
commemorative events that are taking place
simultaneously at seven locations in Dublin, as
well as in Ashbourne, Co. Meath, Enniscorthy,
Co. Wexford and Cork to mark the centenary
of the 1916 Rising. These locations mark where
significant action took place during the Rising.

Galway has strong ties to both the
events and the leaders of the 1916 Rising.

The largest mobilisation in Easter Week

1916, outside of Dublin, was in the County

of Galway, where over 68o men and women
mobilised for the cause of Irish independence.

Galway is the birthplace of Eamonn
Ceannt and was also the summer destination of
Pddraig Pearse. The contributions of Eamonn
Ceannt, Pddraig Pearse and the Galway men
and women, led by Liam Mellows, secured for
Galway, an honourable legacy in the events
of Easter Week 1916, that marked the birth
of our sovereign Nation. It is appropriate
and fitting therefore, that the event today
is held in Athenry, a location central to the
events of the 1916 Rising in Galway.

The State commemoration and
synchronised wreath-laying will enable
the people of the County of Galway and
beyond to celebrate their cultural traditions
and honour the courage, dignity and ideals
that characterised the events of 1916.

Fdilte go Comdradh Céad Bliain Luan Cdsca.
T4 4r searmanas i mBaile Atha an R{ ina chuid
d’imeachtai comortha fleascleagain atd ag tarld
agan am céanna i seacht sufomh i mBaile Atha
Cliath, agus i gCill Dhéagldin, Contae na Mi,
in Inis Cérthaidh, Contae Loch Garman agus
i gCorcaigh mar choméradh ar chéad bliain 6
Eir{ Amach 1916. Is sna sufomhanna sin a tharla
gniomhaifocht shuntasach i rith an Eir{f Amach.
Bhi naisc ldidre ag Gaillimh le
himeachtaf agus le ceannair{ Eir{ Amach 1916. Ba i
gContae na Gaillimhe a tharla an slégadh ba mhé
Seachtain na Cdsca 1916, taobh amuigh de Bhaile
Atha Cliath. Thdinig os cionn 680 fear agus bean
le chéile i nGaillimh ar son shaoirse na hEireann.
BainGaillimh a rugadh Eamonn
Ceannt agus is ann freisin a thugadh Pddraig
Mac Piarais aghaidh i rith an tsamhraidh. De
bharr a ndearna Eamonn Ceannt, Pddraig Mac
Piarais agus fir agus mnd na Gaillimhe, faoi stidir
Liam Ui Mhaoiliosa, td oidhreacht ionraic uasal
ag Gaillimh in imeachtai Sheachtain na Cdsca
1916, a bhi ina dtds ddr Ndisiin flaitheasach. Is
ceartagus is c6ir mar sin gur i mBaile Atha an R{
atd imeacht an lae inniu, sufomh a bhi ldrnach
in imeachtaf Eir{ Amach 1916 i nGaillimh.
Tabharfaidh an comoéradh Stdit
agus an fleascleagan comhthrdtha deis do
mhuintir Chontae na Gaillimhe agus ddibh
sitd nios faide i gcéin ceilidradh a dhéanamh
ar a dtraidisitin chultdrtha agus ondir a léiria
don chrégacht, don ghradam agus do na hidéil
a bhi ina ndldthchuid d’imeachtai 1916.
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Our ceremonies today remember those who
fought and died for Irish freedom in 1916.
While we commemorate those who fought for
Irish freedom in 1916, we are mindful that the
Rising also resulted in the deaths of British
Army and police personnel—many of whom
were Irish—and that the majority of those
who died during the conflict were civilians.
It is important that we, the
citizens, come together to celebrate and
have pride in Ireland’s independence and to
honour those who gave their lives so that the
dream of self-determination could become
a reality. Today, as a State, we do this now
in a way that is respectful and inclusive.
We honour the courage, dignity and ideals
that characterised the events and people of
1916 while reflecting on the full richness of
our history, and the diversity of people and
events that are part of what we are today.
The assistance and contribution
to this booklet and to today’s event by
Galway County Council is acknowledged.

The Government of Ireland

Cuimhnitear indr searmanais inniu orthu siad
a throid agus a fuair bds ar son shaoirse na
hEireann i 1916. Cé go ndéanaimid coméradh
orthu siud a throid ar son shaoirse na hEireann
1916, cuimhnimid freisin gur marafodh
saighditirf agus poilini na Breataine i rith

an Eirl Amach—arbh Eireannaigh cuid mhér
diobh—agus gur shibhialtaigh formhor na
ndaoine a fuair bds i rith na coimhlinte.

T4 sé tdbhachtach go dtagaimidne, na
saordnaigh, le chéile chun ceiliiradh a dhéanamh
ar shaoirse na hEireann agus chun mdrtas cine
a léirit agus chun ondir a thabhairt déibh sitd a
fuair bds ionas go bhféadfai a n-aisling a fhiort
go mbeadh Eire 4 riald ag na hEireannaigh.
Inniu, mar Stdt, déanaimid amhlaidh le meas
agus go huileghabhdlach. Léirimid ondir don
chrégacht, don ghradam agus do na hidéil a bh{
ina ndldthchuid d’imeachtaf agus de mhuintir
1916 agus déanaimid machnambh ar shaibhreas
iomldn 4r staire, agus ar éagsilacht na ndaoine
agus na n-imeachtaf atd ina gcuid dinn inniu.

Aithnitear an cinamh agus an chabhair
a thug Combhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe don
leabhrdn seo agus d’imeacht an lae inniu.

Rialtas na hEireann
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County Galway’s 1916 Rising: A Short History
Eiri Amach 1916 Chontae na Gaillimhe:

Stair Ghairid

Liam Mellows moved to Athenry
in the spring of 1915 and became the chief
organiser for the Irish Volunteers in County
Galway. During Easter Week 1916, he led a
substantial number of Volunteers in a Rising in
the east of County Galway, which lasted from
Tuesday 25 April to Saturday 29 April. The small
village of Killeeneen was the starting point of
the county’s Rising on Easter Tuesday, with
the cottage and schoolhouse of the late Hubert
Walsh serving as Mellows’ headquarters. Having
mobilised his forces, Mellows led almost 100
Volunteers in an attack on the RIC barracks
at Clarenbridge. Although the rebels failed to
take the barracks, it is believed that a small
number of policemen were taken as prisoners.
Throughout the incident, spiritual assistance
was provided by Father Harry Feeney, who acted
as Chaplain to the rebels.

In another incident, Joe Howley
and Michael Athy led around 106 Volunteers
in an attack on the RIC barracks in Oranmore
village. After an unsuccessful attempt to take
the barracks, they linked up with Mellows’ men.
The combined force of over 200 Volunteers then
renewed the attack on Oranmore. Explosives
were used by a group of rebels, led by Eamonn
Corbett of Killeeneen, to blast a hole in the
middle of a strategic roadbridge at Millplot on
the northern side of Oranmore. A barricade
was erected on the road to Clarenbridge, while
another one was set up between Clarenbridge
and Kilcolgan. The rebels also cut over 200
yards of the Galway-Athenry railway line at
Derrydonnell. According to one estimate, six
policemen were captured at Oranmore.

Bhog Liam O Maoiliosa go Baile Athaan Riin
earrach na bliana 1915 agus ba é priomheagrafl
Oglaigh na hEireann i gContae na Gaillimhe
é. Irith Sheachtain na Cdsca 1916, stidir sé lion
mor Oglach in Eirf Amach in oirthear Chontae
na Gaillimhe, a mhair 6 Dé Mdirt, an 25 Aibredn
go dti Dé Sathairn, an 29 Aibredn. Ba { baile beag
Chill Fhini{n an dit ar thosaigh Eir{ Amach na
Cdsca Mdirt Chdsca, agus ba € teach agus teach
scoile Hubert Walsh a bhi ina cheanncheathri ag
O Maoil{osa. Tar éis d6 a chuid forsaf a shlégadh,
threoraigh O Maoiliosa beagnach 100 Oglach
in ionsaf ar bheairic Chonstdblacht Rioga na
hEireann i nDroichead an Chldir{n. Cé gur theip ar
na ceannaircigh an bheairic a ghabhdil, creidtear
go ndearnadh priosinaigh de lion beag péilini. Ar
feadh na heachtra ar fad, chuir an tAthair Harry
Feeney cinamh spioraddlta ar fdil agus é ina
Shéiplineach do na ceannaircigh.

In eachtra eile, stitir Joe Howley agus
Michael Athy thart ar 106 Oglach in ionsaf ar
bheairic Chonstdblacht Rioga na hEireann i
mbaile Ordn Mdr. Rinne siad iarracht eile an
bheairic a ghabhdil, ach nuair ndr éirigh leo,
chuaigh siad chomh fada le fir Uf Mhaoil{osa.
D’athneartaigh an d4 ghrupa le chéile, ina raibh
os cionn 200 Oglach anois, an t-ionsaf ar Ordn
Mdr. D’usdid grupa ceannairceach pléascdin,
faoi cheannaireacht Eamonn Corbett 6 Chill
Fhinin, chun poll a phléascadh i l4r droichead
straitéiseach i bPreabdn an Mhuilinn 6 thuaidh
d’Ordn M6r. Tégadh baracdid ar an mbdthar go
Droichead an Chldirin, agus tdgadh ceann eile idir
Droichead an Chldirin agus Cill Cholgdin. Ghearr
na ceannaircigh os cionn 200 slat den iarnréd
idir Gaillimh agus Baile Atha an R{ i nDoire U{
Dhonaill. Dar le tuairisc amhdin, gabhadh seisear
péilin{ in Ordn Mdr.
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Ataround 7:30 pm on Tuesday, police
reinforcements from Galway town arrived
in Oranmore, accompanied by a party of 10
Connaught Rangers from Renmore barracks.
Due to the ‘superior fire-power’ of the
authorities, the rebels were forced ‘to retreat
out of the town ... along the Athenry road’. After
marching for about six miles the Clarenbridge,
Oranmore and Maree Volunteers arrived after
9:00 pm at the Department of Agriculture
and Technical Instruction’s model farm (now
Teagasc, Mellows Campus) located about a
mile to the south-west of Athenry town. At
this location, they met up with additional
Companies. Among these were the Athenry
Volunteers, who had been forced to abandon
Athenry town, which ‘was strongly held by 200
well-armed police’ after the Rising started.
The only fatality of the Rising in
County Galway was Patrick Whelan, a 38-year-
old policeman who was stationed at Eglinton
Street barracks. Constable Whelan was killed
by a gunshot on Wednesday 26 April, during a
shootout between an RIC reconnaissance unit

A view of the main section of the drill display by the
Irish Volunteers of County Galway, Sports Field,
Athenry, County Galway, 29 June 1914 (Source: Sunday
Independent, 5 July 1914)

Thartar 7.30pm Dé Mdirt, thdinig péilini breise
as cathair na Gaillimhe chomh fada le hOrdn
Mor, i dteannta deichnidr Connaught Rangers

6 bheairic na Rinne Mdire. De bharr go raibh

16n cogaidh nios fearr ag na hudardis, b’éigean

do na ceannaircigh teitheadh as an mbaile sios
béthar Bhaile Atha an R{. Tar éis a naoi a chlog
istoiche, i ndiaidh d6ibh mdirsedil thart ar shé
mhile, shroich Oglaigh Dhroichead an Chldirin,
Ordn Mér agus Mhedraf Modhfheirm na Roinne
Talmhaiochta agus Teagaisc Theicnitil (Campas
Ui Mhaoiliosa, Teagasc anois) a bhi thart ar

mbhile siar § dheas ¢ Bhaile Atha an Ri. Casadh
Complachtai eile orthu ansin. Ina measc sitd bh{
Oglaigh Bhaile Atha an R{, arbh éigean ddibh Baile
Atha an R{ a thréigean toisc go raibh 200 péilin{le
neartarm ann i ndiaidh an Eir{ Amach.

Ba é Patrick Whelan, péilin a bhi 38
mbliana d’aois agus a bhi lonnaithe i mbeairic
Shrdid Eglinton, an t-aon duine a maraiodh san
Eir{ Amach i gContae na Gaillimhe. Mharaigh
piléar gunna an Constdbla Whelan Dé Céadaoin,
an 26 Aibredn, i rith tréanbhabhta ldmhaigh
idir aonad taiscéalafochta Chonstdblacht Rioga

Radharc den phriomhchuid den taispeantas druile le hOgIaigh
na hEireann i gContae na Gaillimhe, Pairc Imeartha, Baile
Atha an Ri, Contae na Gaillimhe, 29 Meitheamh 1914 (Foinse:
Sunday Independent, 5 Iil 1914)
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The clash between Irish republican and British forces
in County Galway during Easter Week 1916 (Source:
This image is reproduced courtesy of the Atlas of the
Irish Revolution, forthcoming)

The clash between Irish republican and British forces in
County Galway during Easter Week 1916 (Source: This
image is reproduced courtesy of the Atlas of the Irish
Revolution, forthcoming)
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and a group of rebels. The men who gathered at
Carnmore belonged to the Castlegar and Clare-
galway Volunteers, commanded by Brian Molloy
and Nicholas Kyne respectively.

The total number of rebels who
occupied the model farm, from Tuesday night to
Wednesday afternoon, has been estimated vari-
ously as 500, 600 or 700 Volunteers. By Wednes-
day, the occupying force, comprised of 11
identifiable Companies, made up of the Athenry,
Cussaun, Derrydonnell, Kilconierin, Newcastle
and Rockfield (Craughwell), Clarenbridge,
Oranmore, Maree, Castlegar & Claregalway Vol-
unteers. The rebels were poorly armed with ap-
proximately 25 rifles, 60 revolvers, 6o pikes, 300
shotguns, homemade hand-grenades, bayonets,
hayforks and a number of improvised weapons.
Atabout 7:00 am on Wednesday, around seven
RIC from Athenry arrived within 400 yards of the
model farm. However, a group of rebels led by
Frank Hynes managed to repulse the attack.

Ataround 2:30 pm on Wednesday, the
HMS Laburnum started firing on the country-
side surrounding Galway town. Mellows, who
abandoned the model farm, led the rebels in a
retreat to Moyode Castle. As he waited for news
of events in the wider region, he established a
chain of lookout posts around the outer reaches
of Moyode. A railway bridge at Craughwell
was damaged, and at one stage, police scouts
from Athenry tried to make an advance towards
Moyode, but they ‘were chased back to their bar-
racks’. The rebels ended up staying at Moyode
for Wednesday and Thursday nights, and most
of Friday. While there, cooking was done by
members of Cumann na mBan who also admin-
istered first aid. Father Feeney delivered general

na hEireann agus gripa ceannairceach. Bhi na
fir a thdinig le chéile sa Charn Mdr in Oglaigh
an Chaisledin Ghearr agus Bhaile Chldir, faoi
cheannasaiocht Brian Molloy agus Nicholas Kyne
faoi seach.

Measadh go raibh 500, 600 né 700
Oglach sa mhodhfheirm, 6 oiche Mhdirt go
trdthnona Chéadaoin. Faoin gCéadaoin, bhi 11
Chomplacht shainaitheanta san fhdrsa gabhdla:
Oglaigh Bhaile Atha an R{, an Chosdin, Dhoire
Ui Dhénaill, Chill Chon Iarainn, an Chaisledin
Nua agus Ghort na Carraige (Creachmhaoil),
Dhroichead an Chldirin, Ordn Mdr, Mhedral,
an Chaisledin Ghearr agus Bhaile Chldir. Ni
raibh mérdn arm ag na ceannaircigh, gan
acu ach thartar 25 raidhfil, 6o gunndn, 6o
pice, 300 granghunna, grdndidi ldimhe a
rinneadh sa bhaile, beaigniti, pici féir, agus
roinnt airm sheiftithe. Ag thartar 7.00am Dé
Céadaoin, thdinig thart ar sheachtar péilini 6
Chonst4blacht Rioga na hEireann i bhfoisceacht
400 slat den mhodhfheirm. Ach d’éirigh le gripa
ceannairceach faoi cheannasaiocht Frank Hynes
ctl a chur ar an ionsai

Ag thartar 2.30pm Dé Céadaoin,
thosaigh an HMS Laburnum ag caitheamh
ar an gceantar tuaithe timpeall ar chathair
na Gaillimhe. Thug O Maoiliosa, a thréig an
mhodhfheirm, na ceannaircigh go Caisledn
Mhaigh Fhéd. Fad is a bhi sé ag fanacht ar scéala
faoi na himeachtai sa cheantar nios leithne,
bhunaigh sé sraith ionaid faire thart ar imeall
Mhaigh Fhéd. Rinneadh damdiste de dhroichead
iarnréid i gCreachmhaoil, agus ag pointe amhdin,
rinne scabhtaf péilini 6 Bhaile Atha an Ri iarracht
dul chomh fada le Maigh Fhéd, ach cuireadh an
ruaig orthu ar ais chuig a mbeairic. D’than na
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absolution to those going on scouting missions.

Thomas Davis’s song, ‘A Nation Once Again’,
was sung next to the camp fire ‘in an atmos-
phere tense with optimism and excitement’.

On Friday afternoon, the rebels re-
treated south-westwards from Moyode Castle in
the direction of County Clare. Those who stayed
with Mellows made up a depleted column—es-
timated variously as 150, 300 or 400 Volunteers.
Their final destination was an unoccupied
residence near Peterswell called Limepark
House. Sometime in the early hours of Saturday
morning, a decision was taken to disband and
to set the prisoners free, thus ending County
Galway’s Rising. In the words of Mattie Neilan,
‘it was with the greatest reluctance’ that the
Volunteers ‘began to break up’. Although they
‘had to abandon their fight’, he felt that ‘they
had struck their blow’ for freedom.

Dr Mark McCarthy & Shirley Wrynn
Department of Heritage & Tourism
Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology

ceannaircigh i Maigh Fhod oiche Chéadaoin agus
Déardaoin, agus don Aoine ar fad beagnach. Fad
is a bhi siad ansin rinne baill Chumann na mBan
an chdcaireacht, agus ba iad a thug garchabhair
freisin. Thug an tAthair Feeney maithitinas
gineardlta d6ibh sitd a bhi ag dul ar mhisin
scabhtdla. Canadh amhrdn Thomas Davis, ‘A
Nation Once Again’, cois tine in atmaisféar a bhi
ldn sceitimini d6chais agus spleodair.

Trdthndéna Dé hAoine, theith na
ceannaircigh siar 6 dheas ¢ Chaislein Mhaigh
Fhéd i dtreo Chontae an Chldir. Rinne na fir a
d’fhan le O Maoiliosa colin laghdaithe — meastar
go raibh 150, 300 n6 400 Oglach ann. Baéa
gceann scribe deireanach teach folamh gar do
Thobar Pheadair darbh ainm Teach Bhaile na
Creige. Uair éigin an-luath maidin Shathairn,
cinneadh gur cheartan colin a dhiscaoileadh
agus na priosinaigh a scaoileadh saor, agus
cuireadh deireadh le hEir{ Amach Chontae na
Gaillimhe. Dar le Mattie Neilan, ba go drogallach
mifhonnmhar a thosaigh na hOglaigh ag scaradh.
Cé go raibh orthu a dtroid a thréigean, cheap sé
gur éirigh leo buille a bhualadh ar son na saoirse.

An Dr Mark McCarthy & Shirley Wrynn
An Roinn Oidhreachta & Turasdireachta
Instititid Teicneolaiochta na
Gaillimhe-Maigh Eo

The full article, complete with a full list of references, is available on the following websites
of Galway County Council: www.gaillimh.ie/gaillimh2016, www.galway.ie/gaillimh2016,
www.galwaycommunityheritage.org and www.galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org

Ta an t-alt iomlan Béarla, ina bhfuil liosta iomlan tagairti, ar fail ar na suiomhanna gréasain
seo aleanas de chuid Chombhairle Chontae na Gaillimhe: www.gaillimh.ie/gaillimh2016,
www.galway.ie/gaillimh2016 www.galwaycommunityheritage.org agus

www.galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org
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Liam Mellows
Liam O Maoiliosa

‘The republic stands for truth
and honour. For all that is noblest in our
race. By truth and honour, principle and
sacrifice alone will Ireland be free.

Liam Mellows was born in Lancashire
in May 1892, the son of a British army sergeant;
his parents were from Kilkenny and Wexford.
He spent much of his youth in Ireland, attending
military and garrison schools in Wexford, Cork
and Dublin. Mellows’ gateway to Irish republi-
canism was Na Fianna, the nationalist version of
the British Boy Scouts. He soon proved himself
a talented organiser and in 1913 was tasked with
reorganising them on a nationwide basis. At the
same time, Mellows joined both the Irish Repub-
lican Brotherhood (IRB) and the Irish Volun-
teers. Upon the outbreak of the First World War,
the Volunteers split over the issue of joining
the British forces and Mellows remained with
the breakaway group that opposed enlistment.
In October 1914, as part of a national shake-up
of the Volunteers, Mellows was dispatched to
Galway to both train the existing members and
found new battalions.

By all accounts a personable and
likeable individual, Mellows soon overcame the
suspicion of the local Volunteer officers and
became hugely popular with the men in the
west. However, he also clashed with some of the
IRB members, in particular with Tom Kenny, a
blacksmith from Craughwell who was a noted
land radical. In May 1915, Mellows was served
with a Deportation Order and was eventually
imprisoned in England. Although he made his
way back to Ireland he was absent from Galway
until just before the Rising and his absence cre-
ated uncertainty amongst the local officers, who
seemed unsure of how to proceed without his
leadership. Over 500 Volunteers and Cumann

‘Seasann an phoblacht ar son na

firinne agus na honéra. Ar son gach

is uaisle inar gcine. Is tri fhirinne agus
onair, tri phrionsabal agus iobairt amhain
abheidh Eire Saor’

Rugadh Liam O Maoil{osa i Lancashire
i mf na Bealtaine 1892, mac le sdirsint in arm
na Breataine. Ba as Cill Chainnigh agus as Loch
Garman a thuismitheoiri. Chaith sé cuid mhaith
dd 6ige in Eirinn, dit ar fhreastail sé ar scoileanna
mileata agus garastdin i Loch Garman, i gCorcaigh
agus i mBaile Atha Cliath. Ba iad na Fianna,
macasambhail ndisitnach Ghaséga na Breataine,
a mhuscail spéis Ui Mhaoiliosa i bpoblachtachas
Eireannach ar dtds. Niorbh fhada gurbh léir gur
eagraf cumasach € agus leagadh de chdram airi 1913
iad a atheagrd ar bhonn ndisitinta. Ag an am céanna,
chuaigh O Maoil{osa isteach i mBrdithreachas
Phoblacht na hEireann agus in Oglaigh na
hEireann. Nuair a thosaigh an Chéad Chogadh
Dombhanda, scoilt na hOglaigh mar gur chreid
roinnt gur cheart liostdil le férsai na Breataine agus
d’fhan O Maoil{osa sa ghriipa scartha a chuir i
geoinne liostdla. I m{ Dheireadh Fémhair 1914, mar
chuid d’athruithe mdra ar na hOglaigh, seoladh O
Maoiliosa go Gaillimh chun baill reatha a thraendil
agus chun cathldin nua a bhund.

Deirtear gur fear gnaftil, mdnla ab
ea é, agus d’éirigh le O Maoil{osa teacht i dtir ar
ambhras na n-oifigeach dititil sna hOglaigh agus ba
ghearr go raibh an-ghean go deo ag fir an iarthair
air. Ach tharla aighneas freisin idir é agus cuid
de bhaill Bhrdithreachas Phoblacht na hEireann,
Tom Kenny go hdirithe, gabha as Creachmhaoil
arb radacai talin mor le rd €. I mi na Bealtaine
1915, seirbhedladh Ordd Dibeartha ar O Maoiliosa
agus cuireadh i bpriosin i Sasana é ar deireadh.
Cé gur fhill sé ar Eirinn, nf raibh sé i nGaillimh go
dti direach roimh an Eir{ Amach agus chruthaigh



STATE COMMEMORATION

na mBan engaged the Royal Irish Constabulary
(RIC) at Clarenbridge, Oranmore and Athenry
and controlled large areas of the countryside for
most of Easter Week, before they withdrew to
Moyode and then Limepark before disbanding.
Following the failure of the Rising, Mellows
spent several weeks on the run, living rough in
the countryside before finally making his way to
New York in December 1916. He remained there
for four years, becoming active in Irish-Ameri-
can politics and assisting with de Valera’s tour
of the United States in 191g—20. While in the US,
he was elected to represent Galway in the 1918
election and he finally returned to Ireland in Oc-
tober 1920. He was appointed the IRA’s Director
of Purchases and worked to import arms into
Ireland, while also representing Galway in the
Ddil; he was returned in the May 1921 election.

Mellows’ connection with Galway
remains strong. Mellows hurling club was es-
tablished in 1933; Renmore Barracks, formerly
the home depot of the Connaught Rangers, was
named Dun Ui Mhaoiliosa in 1954, and his stat-
ue was erected in Eyre Square for the commem-
oration of the Rising in 1966. His role during the
Rising and his election as TD for Galway means
that he remains an icon of the revolutionary
period in the West.

Dr. Bernard Kelly
Galway Decade of Commemoration —
Exploring the legacy of our shared heritage

Source: www.galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org
Foinse: www.galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org
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sé seo éiginnteacht i measc na n-oifigeach dititil,
nach raibh cinnte faoin mbealach ab fhearr le dul
ar aghaidh gan a cheannaireacht is cosuil. Chuaigh
os cionn 500 ball de na hOglaigh agus de Chumann
na mBan i mbun comhraic le Constdblacht Rioga
na hEireann i nDroichead an Chldirin, in Ordn Mdr
agus i mBaile Atha an Ri agus bh{ cuid mhor den
cheantar faoina smacht d’thormhér Sheachtain na
Cdsca, sular tharraing siad amach as an gceantar
chun dul go Maigh Fhéd agus ansin go Baile na
Creige sular discaoileadh iad.

I ndiaidh theip an Eir{ Amach, chaith
O Maoiliosa ctipla seachtain ar a theitheadh, ina
chonai faoin spéir faoin tuath sular éirigh leis dul go
Nua-Eabhrac i mi na Nollag 1916. D’fhan sé ansin
ar feadh ceithre bliana, dit a raibh sé gniomhach
i bpolaitiocht na nGael-Mheiricednach agus
chabhraigh sé le camchuairt de Valera ar na Stdit
Aontaithe i 1919-20. Agus ¢é sna Stdit Aontaithe,
toghadh é mar ionadai na Gaillimhe i dtoghchdn
1918 agus d’thill sé ar Eirinn ar deireadh i m{
Dheireadh Fémhair 1920. Ceapadh mar Stitrthéir
Ceannachdn Oglaigh na hEireann é agus d’oibrigh
sé chun arm a iompdrtdil go hEirinn, fad is a bhi sé
freisin i mbun ionadaiochta ar Ghaillimh sa D4il.
Atoghadh € i dtoghchdn mhi na Bealtaine 1921.
T4 nasc ldidir f6s idir O Maoil{osa agus Gaillimh.
Bunaiodh club iomdna Ui Mhaoiliosa i 1933;
athraiodh ainm Dhun na Rinne Mdire, priomhdras
na Connaught Rangers roimhe sin, go Din Uf
Mhaoiliosa i 1954, agus cuireadh dealbh d¢ in airde
ar an bhFaiche Mhér do choméradh an Eir{ Amach
11966. Mar gheall ar an méid a rinne sé i rith an
Eirf Amach agus ar a thoghadh mar Theachta Ddla
do Ghaillimh, is eiseamldir fés é den tréimhse
réabhldideach san Iarthar.

An Dr Bernard Kelly,
Gaillimh Deich mBliana na gCuimhneachdn —
Toradh dr n-oidhreachta roinnte a fhiosril
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The Model Farm Ballygarraun
West, Athenry, County
Galway, Currently Teagasc,
Mellows Campus, Athenry

An Mhodhfheirm, Baile an
Gharrain Thiar, Baile Atha an R,
Contae na Gaillimhe, Campas Ui
Mhaoiliosa, Baile Atha an Ri de
chuid Teagasc anois

Liam Mellows’ motor-cycle on
display at Dun Ui Mhaoiliosa
Museum, Renmore, Galway
Gluaisrothar Liam Ui Mhaoiliosa

ar taispeantas in larsmalann
Dhun Ui Mhaoiliosa sa Rinn Mhor
i nGaillimh

Liam Mellows (Source: National Library of Ireland)
Liam O Maoiliosa (Foinse: Leabharlann Naisitinta na hEireann)
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Patrick Pearse (Source: National Library of Ireland)
Padraig Mac Piarais (Foinse: Leabharlann Naisiunta na hEireann)

12



COMORADH STAIT

Patrick Pearse
Padraig Mac Piarais

Patrick Henry Pearse (Pddraig Mac
Piarais) was born 10 November 1879 at 27 Great
Brunswick Street (now Pearse Street), Dublin, the
son of James Pearse, an Englishman with a stone-
carving business, and his wife Margaret Brady.

Pearse’s interest in Irish culture dated
from his teenage years. In 1898 he became a
member of the Executive Committee of Conradh
na Gaeilge. He graduated from the Royal
University in 1go1 with a Degree in Arts and Law.
Pearse’s literary output was constant, and he
published extensively in both Irish and English,
becoming the editor of An Claidheamh Soluis, the
newspaper of the Gaelic League. He was a keen
believer in the value of education, and estab-
lished two schools, Coldiste Eanna and Coldiste
Ide, devoted to the education of Irish children
through the Irish language. Pearse came to Ros
Muc in Conamara for the first time in 1903 as
an inspector for Conradh na Gaeilge and fell in
love with the area. He built a thatched cottage
there and spent most summers there up to 1915.
Pearse established groups of volunteers in Ros
Muc and in other areas in Conamara and was
involved in their training. One of the founder
members of the Irish Volunteers, and one of
the authors of the Proclamation, Pearse was
present in the GPO during the Rising, and was
Commander in Chief of the Irish forces. Pddraig
Pearse was executed on the 3rd May 1916.

13

An 10 Samhain 1879 a rugadh Pddraig Mac Piarais
i 27 Great Brunswick Street (Srdid an Phiarsaigh
anois), i mBaile Atha Cliath. Ba mhac € le James
Pearse, Sasanach a raibh gnd snofoddireachta cloi-
che aige, agus lena bhean chéile Margaret Brady.
Chuir an Piarsach spéis i gcultir na
hEireann agus € ina dhéagdir. In 1898, rinneadh
ball de Choiste Feidhmitchdin Chonradh na
Gaeilge de. Bhain sé Céim sna hEalaiona agus sa
DIf amach 6n Ollscoil Rioga i 1go1. D’eisigh an
Piarsach scribhneoireacht liteartha gan staonadh,
agus d’thoilsigh sé saothar i nGaeilge agus i
mBéarla. Bhi sé in eagarthdir ar An Claidheamh
Soluis, nuachtdn Chonradh na Gaeilge. Chreid
sé go mor i luach an oideachais, agus bhunaigh
sé dhd scoil: Coldiste Eanna agus Coldiste Ide,
a bhi tiomanta d’oideachas na nEireannach ég
tri Ghaeilge. Thdinig an Piarsach go Ros Muc i
gConamara den chéad uair i 1903 mar chigire do
Chonradh na Gaeilge agus thit sé i ngrd leis an
geeantar. Thog sé teach ceann tuf ann agus chaith
sé gach samhradh beagnach ann go dt{ 1915.
Bhunaigh an Piarsach grapaf dglach i Ros Muc
agus i gceantair eile i gConamara agus bhi baint
aige lena dtraendil. Mar dhuine de bhunaitheoirf
Oglaigh na hEireann, agus mar dhuine d’ddair
an Fhordgra, bhi an Piarsach i ldthair in Ard-
Oifig an Phoist i rith an Eir{ Amach, agus ba é
Ardcheannasaf fhérsai na hEireann é. Cuireadh
Pddraig Mac Piarais chun bdis an 3 Bealtaine 1916.
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I;dward Kent
Eamonn Ceannt

‘Ireland has shown sheis a
Nation. This generation can claim to have
raised sons as brave as any that went
before. And in the years to come Ireland
will honour those who risked all for her
honour at Easter in 1916.

Eamonn Ceannt was born Edward
Thomas Kent in the police barracks at Ballymoe,
Co. Galway, on the 21 September 1881, the son
of James Kent, an officer in the Royal Irish Con-
stabulary, and his wife, Joanne Galway.

Eamonn Ceannt was deeply interested
in Irish cultural activities, especially music. In
1899 he joined the central branch of the Gaelic
League, where he met P4ddraig Pearse and Eoin
MacNeill. He became a fluent Irish speaker and
adopted the Irish form of his name by which
he was always known afterwards. Prior to the
Rising, Ceannt was an employee of the Dublin
Corporation. He was a co-founder of the Irish
Volunteers, partaking in the successful Howth
gun-running operation of 1914. His involvement
in republican activities was complemented by
his interest in Irish culture, specifically Irish
language and history. He was an accomplished
uilleann piper, playing for the Pope in Rome
in 1908. He was a frequent visitor to his home
county of Galway. As commander of the Fourth
Battalion of Irish Volunteers during the Rising,
he took possession of the South Dublin Union
(modern-day St. James’s Hospital). Eamonn
Ceannt was executed on the 8th May 1916.

14

“Thaispeain Eire gur Naisitn i. Féadfaidh
an ghlain seo a mhaiomh gur thégadar
clann mhac chomh créga le gltin ar

bith a thainig rompu. Agus sna blianta
amach romhainn tabharfaidh Eire onéir
doibhsean a chuaigh sa bhearna bhaoil
da honéir um Chaisc i 1916.

Sa bheairic péilini i mBéal Atha M4,
Contae na Gaillimhe, an 21 Medn Fémbhair 1881
arugadh Eamonn Ceannt né Edward Thomas
Kent, mac le James Kent, oifigeach de chuid
Chonstdblacht Rioga na hEireann, agus lena bhean
chéile Joanne Galway.

Bhi an-spéis ag Eamonn Ceannt i
ngniomhaiochtaf cultirtha Gaelacha, an ceol go
hdirithe. In 1899 chuaigh sé isteach i gcraobh
ldrnach Chonradh na Gaeilge, dit ar casadh Pddraig
Mac Piarais agus Eoin Mac N¢ill air. D’éirigh sé
liofa sa Ghaeilge agus ghlac sé leis an leagan
Gaeilge d4 ainm agus nior Gsdid sé an leagan Béarla
nfos mé. Roimh an Eirf Amach, b’fhostaf i mBardas
Bhaile Atha Cliath é Ceannt. Bhi sé ar dhuine
de chomhbhunaitheoir{ Oglaigh na hEireann,
agus ghlac sé pdirt i dtabhairt i dtir na ngunnai i
mBinn Eadair i 1914. Thdinig a rannphdirtiocht i
ngniomhaiochtaf poblachtacha lena spéis i gcultir
na hEireann, an Ghaeilge agus stair na tire go
sonrach. Ba phiobaire cumasach é, agus sheinn
sé an phib uilleann don Phdpa sa Réimh i 1908.
Thugadh sé cuairt ar a chontae duchais, Gaillimh,
go minic. Mar cheannaire an Cheathrd Cathldn in
Oglaigh na hEireann i rith an Eir{ Amach, ghlac sé
seilbh ar Aontas Bhaile Atha Cliath Theas (Ospidéal
San Séamas mar atd inniu). Cuireadh Eamonn
Ceannt chun bdis an 8 Bealtaine 1916.
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Edward Kent (Source: National Library of Ireland)
Eamonn Ceannt (Foinse: Leabharlann Naisitinta na hEireann)
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The Programme
An Clar

WORDS & MUSIC

Welcoming Remarks
Michael Owens

‘O’Carolan’s Waltz’

Brenda Curtin Diviney

Jigs: ‘Dilis ddr dTraidisitin’

Brenda Curtin Diviney, Breda Smyth and
Réisin Mannion

Reel: ‘The Gravel Walk’

Musicians

‘The Galway Set’
Abbeyknockmoy Set Dancers

‘The Foggy Dew’
Carmel Dempsey

‘Ar Eirinn nf neosfainn cé h’
and ‘The Cuil Aodha’

Emily Greaney

‘Dénal Og’

Brenda Curtin Diviney

Jigs: ‘Paddy Fahy’s’,

‘Ed Reavey’s’ and ‘Cooley’s’
Emmet Greaney and Musicians

‘Grace’
Mike Stewart

Portaireacht Béil and

Damhsa ar an Sean-Nos

Brenda Curtin Diviney, Jim Higgins and
Rdisin N Mhainin

‘Pachelbel’s Canon’

and ‘Pachelbel’s Reel’

Réisin Mannion, Brenda

Curtin Diviney and Breda Smyth.
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AERAIOCHT

Fdiltia

Michael Owens

‘O’Carolan’s Waltz’

Brenda Curtin Diviney

Poirt: ‘Dilis ddr dTraidisitin’
Brenda Curtin Diviney, Breda Smyth
agus Réisin Mannion

Cor: ‘The Gravel Walk’
Ceoltéirl

‘The Galway Set’
Dambhsdir{ Seit Mhainistir
Chnoc Muaidhe

The Foggy Dew’
Carmel Dempsey.

‘Ar Eirinn nf neosfainn cé h{’
agus ‘The Cuil Aodha’
Emily Greaney

‘Dénal Og’

Brenda Curtin Diviney

Poirt: ‘Paddy Fahy’s’,

‘Ed Reavey’s’ agus ‘Cooley’s’
Emmet Greaney and Ceoltdir{

‘Grace’
Mike Stewart

Portaireacht Béil agus

Dambhsa ar an Sean Nds

Brenda Curtin Diviney, Jim Higgins
agus Réisin Ni Mhainin

‘Pachelbel’s Canon’

agus ‘Pachelbel’s Reel’

Rdisin Mannion, Brenda Curtin Diviney
and Breda Smyth.
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‘Ord sé do Bheatha Abhaile’
Rdisin Mannion, Carmel Dempsey and
Brenda Curtin Diviney.

‘The Fields of Athenry’ Instrumental
Breda Smyth, Brenda Curtin Diviney, Ms.

Réisin Mannion,
Carmel Dempsey and
Emily Greaney

Jigs: ‘The Butterfly’
and ‘Out in the Ocean’
Brenda Curtin Diviney
and Rdisin Mannion

Reels: ‘Oidhreacht don Todhchal
Musicians

Damhsa ar an Sean-Nos
and ‘The Galway Set’

Rdisin N Mhainin and

the Abbeyknockmoy Set Dancers
‘An Chuilfhionn’

Musicians

STATE CEREMONY

Unveiling of a commemorative
sculpture to mark the occasion of
the State commemoration of the
centenary of the 1916 Rising.

Cllr. Peter Roche, Cathaoirleach

of the County of Galway

Opening Remarks
Minister for Education and Skills,
Jan O’Sullivan, T.D.
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‘Ord sé do Bheatha Abhaile’
Rdisin Mannion, Carmel Dempsey
and Brenda Curtin Diviney.

“The Fields of Athenry’ Ceol
Breda Smyth, Brenda Curtin Diviney,
Rdisin Mannion, Carmel Dempsey
agus Emily Greaney

Poirt: ‘The Butterfly’
agus ‘Out in the Ocean’
Brenda Curtin Diviney
agus Réisin Mannion

Cora: ‘Oidhreacht don Todhchai
Ceoltéirl

Dambhsa ar an Sean-Nos
agus ‘The Galway Set’
Rdisin N{ Mhainin and

the Abbeyknockmoy Set Dancers
‘An Chuilfhionn’

Musicians

SEARMANAS STAIT

Nochtadh dealbh comértha mar
chuid de choméradh an Stdit ar
chéad bliain ¢ Eir{ Amach 1916.
An Comhairleoir Peter Roche,
Cathaoirleach Chontae na Gaillimhe

Fdiltid: An tAire Oideachais
agus Scileanna

Minister for Education and Skills,
Jan O’Sullivan, T.D.
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STATE CEREMONY

Pardid: ‘Dathanna
Phobail na Gaillimhe’
St. Patrick’s Band and
C.L.G. na Gaillimhe

New Dawn | Gealadh an Lae
Ger Fahy

“The Wayfarer’
Josephine Vahey

and Emily Greaney
‘Roisin Dubh’

Brid N Mhaoilchiardin
‘Aisling an Phiarsaigh’
Joe Steve O Neachtain

‘Requiem for a Soldier’
Pddraig Connaughton

and Madeleine Fleming
‘Mise Eire’

Brenda Curtin Diviney,
Breda Smyth, Rdisin Mannion
and Pdid O Neachtain
‘Dénal Og’

Brenda Curtin Diviney
Fégairt this an
tsearmanais fhoirmedlta
Michael Owens

Oglaigh na hEireann

Lt Col Mary Carroll, Officer Commanding,
1st Infantry Battalion, Mellows Barracks;
Comdt Shane Fahy: Ceremonial

Marshall; Capt Aine Gilmore: Military
M.C.

Reading of the Proclamation
Comdt Frank Flannery

Wreath-laying
Minister for Education & Skills,
Jan O'Sullivan T.D.

Minute’s Silence

Piper’s Lament
Cpl Joseph Hession
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SEARMANAS STAIT

Pardid: ‘Dathanna
Phobail na Gaillimhe’
St. Patrick’s Band and
C.L.G. na Gaillimhe

New Dawn | Gealadh an Lae
Ger Fahy

‘The Wayfarer’
Josephine Vahey

agus Emily Greaney
‘Roisin Dubh’

Brid N Mhaoilchiardin
‘Aisling an Phiarsaigh’
Joe Steve O Neachtain

‘Requiem for a Soldier’
Pddraig Connaughton

agus Madeleine Fleming
‘Mise Eire’

Brenda Curtin Diviney,

Breda Smyth, Réisin Mannion
agus Pdid O Neachtain
‘Dénal Og’

Brenda Curtin Diviney
Announcement of the

start of the formal ceremony
Michael Owens

Oglaigh na hEireann

An Lt Col Mary Carroll, Oifigeach i
gCeannas, an Chéad Chathldn Coisithe,
Diin U{ Mhaoiliosa; An Comdt Shane
Fahy: an Marascal Searmanais; An Capt.
Aine Gilmore: an Reachtaire Mileata

Léamh an Fhordgra
Comdt Frank Flannery

Fleascleagan

An tAire Oideachais agus Scileanna,
Jan O'Sullivan T.D.

Néiméad Citnais

Caoineadh Piobaire

An Cre Joseph Hession
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Last Post
Sgt Michael McLoughlin (Bugler);
Sgt David Colgan (Drummer)

The raising of the National Flag
Lt Seamus Shannon

Reveille
Sgt Michael McLoughlin (Bugler);
Sgt David Colgan (Drummer)

National Anthem
St. Patrick’s Band

An Ghairm Dheiridh
An Sdir. Michael McLoughlin (Buabhallai);
An Sdir. David Colgan (Drumaddir)

Ardu na Bratai Ndisiunta
An Lt. Seamus Shannon

Reveille
An Sdir. Michael McLoughlin (Buabhallai);
An Sdir. David Colgan (Drumaddir)

An tAmhrdn Ndisiunta
Banna Naomh Pddraig

Air Corps fly-past Tareitilt an Aerchdir
(weather dependant) (ag brath ar an aimsir)
Closing Remarks Focal Scoir

Michael Owens Michael Owens

Wreath Bearers Iomproir{ Fleasc

Cpl Paul Glynn and Cpl Richard King;
Miss Ellen Butler and Mr. Viktor

Cruz O Fdtharta, Galway County
Comhairle na nOg.

Pardid: ‘Dathanna Phobail na
Gaillmhe’

EVENT CONCLUDES

Associated Events

An Ceannaire Paul Glynn agus an
Ceannaire Richard King; Ellen Butler
agus Viktor Cruz O Fdtharta, Comhairle
na nOg i gContae na Gaillimhe.

Pardid: ‘Dathanna Phobail na
Gaillmhe’

DEIREADH LEIS AN OCAID

Imeachtai Gaolmhara

A Community Programme, organised Tiocfaidh Clar Pobail, arna eagri ag Comhairle
by Galway County Council, to complement the Chontae na Gaillimhe, a chuirfidh leis an searmanas
State ceremony will follow and will include the of- Stait, ina dhiaidh seo agus aireofar leis oscailt oifigitil
ficial opening of a 1916 Commemorative Garden, Ghairdin Cuimhneachain 1916, sraith léachtai agus

a series of lectures and exhibitions and a concert taispeantas, agus ceolchoirm ag tarraingt ar théama
drawing on the theme of Ireland 2016. Eire 2016.
Further information regarding the 1916 Ta tuilleadh eolais faoi Chlar Comortha

Centenary Programme for the County of Galway, Céad Bliain 1916 do Chontae na Gaillimhe,

one of the largest commemorative programmes ata ar cheann de na clair chomértha is moé
in the country, is available on www.galway.ie/gail- sa tir, ar fail ar www.galway.ie/gaillimh2016, ar
limh2016 www.gaillimh.ie/gaillimh2016 and www. www.gaillimh.ie/gaillimh2016 agus ar www.

galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org galwaydecadeofcommemoration.org
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Paraid: ‘Dathanna Phobail na Gaillimhe’

Athenry—St. Mary’s

Liam Mellows—Galway City
Carnmore

Padraig Pearses—Ballymacward/Gurteen
Castlegar

Na Piarsaigh—Ros Muc
Craughwell—Sean McDermotts
Kilconieron

Clarinbridge

St. Croan’s—Ballymoe—Eamon Ceannt
Oranmore-Maree
Oughterard—Séamus O Mdille
Ardrahan

St. Thomas’s—Kilchreest/Peterswell
Kilbeacanty

Clifden—Naomh Fheicin

Menlo Emmetts—Galway City
Beagh

Caherlistrane

Fr. Griffin’s/Eire Og—Galway City
Headford

An Fhdirche—Naombh Pddraig
Michedl Breathnach, Indreabhdn
Bearna

Cdrna-Caiseal

Bearna/Na Forbacha

An Cheathrd Rua

Leitir MOr—Naomh Anna

Maigh Cuilinn—Peil

Oiledin Arann

An Spidéal

Annaghdown

Dunmore McHales

Killanin

Moycullen

Ballinasloe

Gort

Claregalway

Portumna

Corofin

Loughrea—St. Brendan’s
Mountbellew—Moylough

St. Brendan’s—Ballygar/Newbridge
St. Gabriel’s—Aughrim/Kilconnell
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St. James’s—Galway City

St. Michael’s—Galway City
RahoonNewcastle—Galway City
Salthill/Knocknacarra—Galway City
Sarsfields—Bullaun/New Inn
Abbeyknockmoy

Ballygar

Ballindereen

Creggs

Caltra

Cappataggle

Cortoon Shamrocks

Kilconly

Killererin

Killimor

Killimordaly

Kiltormer

Kinvara

Kilkerrin—Clonberne
Kilnadeema—TLeitrim
Ahascragh—Fohenagh
Meelick—Eyrecourt
Monivea—Abbey

Menlough

Mullagh

Glenamaddy

Loughrea—Football

Milltown

Renvyle

Skehana

Sylane

Glinsk

Michael Cusack’s (Ballyturn/Lough Cutra)
Tuam Stars

Tommy Larkin’s (Ballinakill/Woodford)
Turloughmore

Tuam—Hurling
Tynagh/Abbey—Duniry
Williamstown

Galway Community College—G.C.C.
Galway Technical Institute—G.T.L.

Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology—G.M.L.T.
National University of Ireland, Galway—N.U.L.G.



Aisling an Phiarsaigh

Mar a bheadh splanc ag crddadh sa gcoigilt,
atd déchas ag biogadh go foill,
i gcrof mionlaigh ndr athraigh
a meon nd a ngldr,
san dilleacht iargtil
a dtéann grian i dtalamh.

Duinne is eol monabhar séimh Loch Eilidrach,
ag sioscadh i do chluasa
faoi dhion teolai ceann tuf,
agus tine chlochmhéna ag griosadh
aisling ghlérmhar i do chrof.

Fios agat gurbh ¢ teastas do bhdis
a bhi greanta i bhFordgra na Cdsca
ach fomhd 4lainn Eoghanin na nEan
ag tuar gur deora aoibhnis
a bheadh in fobairt sforghlas na saoirse.

As broinn fhuilteach Cdsca rugadh dilleacht
ab dil leatsa bheith saor is Gaelach,
ach bhaist sliocht ndr thuig
an ghin go fealltach
le streallta as potaf leapan
sul md nocht rois piléar
uaisleacht, brod is ondir.

Léirionn d’uachta, d’6ige dr linne,
gur saoirse é brod as glor a geine,
bldthaionn craobh as ridtai a duchais,
md td splanc sa gcoigilt, nil an tine michta.
Thri scraith na cille atd fis ag f4s
chuig scor bliain tar éis do bhdis.

Joe Steve O Neachtain
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